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BOOK  VL 

The  War  of  Bengal. 


HE  fcope  of  our  narrative  now  calls  us  from  the  coafl  of  1756. 


Coromandel  to  relate  the  calamities  which  at  this  time  befel 


the  Englifh  fettlements  in  Bengal  ; previous  to  which  it 
is  requifite  to  inveftigate  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Englilh  com- 
merce in  the  province,  and  to  give  fome  portion  of  the  hiftory  of 
the  Mahomedan  government. 

Bengal  is  the  eafternmofl  of  the  provinces  which  compofe  the 
empire  of  the  Great  Mogul.  It  lies  between  the  degrees  26.  30.  and 
21.  30.  of  north  latitude,  and  extends  from  the  86th  to  the  97th 
degree  of  longitude,  computing  from  the  meridian  of  London.  Its 
area  is  nearly  2 1 fquare  degrees. 

The  Ganges,  from  its  irruption  through  the  mountains  of  the 
frontier,  flows  for  300  miles  to  the  fouth-eafl:,  when  it  receives  the 
Jumna  at  Allahabad.  From  hence  its  courfe  continues  300  miles 
almofl:  dire6lly  eafl:,  when  having  received  feven  large  rivers,  and 
more  of  inferior  note,  it  enters  the  province  of  Bengal,  according  to 
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iy^6.  the  ancient  definition,  in  the  latitude  of  25.  10.  where  its  current 
on  the  right  hand  vvaflies  the  foot  of  a mountain  called  Tacriagully, 
from  wdience  it  firikes  to  the  se,  until  it  reacheth  the  fea.  A hundred 
miles  below  Tacriagully  it  lends  off  an  arm  to  the  fouth,  -which  is 
called  the  river  of  CoJJimbuzar  ; and  50  miles  lower,  another,  called 
the  Jelingeer^  which,  after  flowing  about  40  miles  to  the  stv, 
unites  with  the  other  at  a town  called  Nuddeah.  The  river 
formed  by  the  jundfion  of  thef'e  tw'o  ftreams  is  fometimes  called 
the  little  Ganges^  but  more  commonly  the  r'her  Hughley,  which  after 
flowing  120  miles  of  latitude  in  a courle  which  does  not  vero-e 
more  than  one  point  to  the  v\  eitw'ard  of  the  fouth,  gains  the 
lea  in  the  latitude  of  21.30,  at  the  ifland  of  Sagore.  I'he  main 
body  of  the  Ganges,  which  for  dilfindion  is  called  the  great 
Ganges^  continues  from  the  commencemeiit  of  the  ri\er  of  Colfim- 
buzar,  receiving  a multitude  of  Idreams  from  the  left,  until  it 
reacheth  the  latitude  of  22.  45.  where  its  w'aters  are  met  by  thofe 
of  another  river  even  larger  than  itfelf,  called  the  Baramputrah^ 
which  riles  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  vafl;  mountains  that  fend  forth 
the  Ganges  to  the  weft,  'fhe  conflux  of  thefe  two  mighty  rivers  is 
tumultuous,  and  has  formed  feveral  large  iflands  between  their 
jundlion  and  the  open  fea,  which  their  w^aters,  through  feveral 
extenfive  channels,  reach  about  35  miles  lower  down,  in  the  latitude 
of  22.  10.  ’J’acriagully  is  the  termination  of  a vafl:  range  of  moun- 
tains, which  accompanies  the  courle  of  the  Ganges  from  the  w^efl  ; 
and  about  50  miles  wefl  of  Tacriagully,  where  they  begin  to  form 
the  north  boundary  of  Bengal  on  this  fide  the  river,  another  range 
flrikes  from  them  to  the  fouth,  but  in  a curve  fwelling  to  the  weft- 
ward,  which  terminates  within  light  of  the  fea,  at  the  Nelligree 
hills,  30  miles  inland  from  the  town  of  Ballafore,  in  the  latitude  of 
21. 30.  Several  diftrifls  belonging  to  Bengal  lie  interlperfed  within 
thefe  mountains,  but  none  beyond  them  ; for  to  the  weflward  they 
extend  feveral  degrees,  and  are  in  fome  parts  impaflable,  as  far  as 
the  province  of  Berar  in  the  Decan;  to  the  north  they  divide  Bengal 
from  the  fouthern  divifion  of  Behar,  and  to  the  Ibuth,  feem  the 
iratilral  feparation  of  Bengal  from  Orixa,  which  neverthelefs  has 
2 acquired 
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acquired  a tra6I  of  country  within  them,  extending  20  miles  along  1756. 
the  fea-coafts  from  Ballafore  to  the  river  of  Pipley,  which  dif- 
embogues  oppofite  to  the  lOand  of  Sagore.  On  the  eafternfide  of  the 
Ganges,  the  territory  of  Bengal  extends  to  the  north  as  far  as  the 
latitude  of  26.  30.  where  it  is  bounded  by  the  foot  of  the  fifft  range 
of  mountains  approaching  Thibet.  By  the  acquihtion  of  a country, 
called  Purnea^  the  territory  on  this  fide  the  river  extends  20  miles 
more  to  the  wefl:  than  7'acriagully  on  the  other  ; and  a line  nearly 
north  and  Ibuth,  from  the  northern  mountains  to  the  Ganges, 
marks  the  boundary  between  Purnea  and  the  province  of  Behar. 

From  this  line  the  territory  of  Bengal  extends  180  miles  to  the  eaft- 
ward  as  far  as  Rangamatty,  a town  belonging  to  the  king  of  i\fram, 
lituated  in  the  latitude  of  26.  10.  on  the  river  Baramputrah.  The 
courle  of  this  river  from  Rangamatty  to  the  fea  I'eems  the  natural 
boundary  of  Bengal  to  the  eafl ; but  confiderable  diftridfs  have  been 
acquired  on  the  other  fide  of  it,  which  will  be  defcribed  as  occafion 
requires  ; and  at  the  upper  part  of  the  fea-coaft  which  bounds  the 
bay  of  Bengal  to  the  eaR,  the  province  of  Chittigan  has  been  wrefted 
from  the  kingdom  of  Aracan. 

The  fea-coafl  between  the  mouths  of  the  river  Hughley  and  the 
Great  Ganges,  extends  1 80  miles,  and  the  whole  trabl  is  a dreary 
unhofpitable  Riore,  which  fands  and  whirlpools  render  inacceffible 
from  the  fea  to  fliips  of  burden  ; and  for  feveral  miles  inward,  the 
land  is  interfe6ted  by  numerous  channels,  which  derive  from  both 
rivers,  and  difembogue  by  many  mouths  into  the  fea.  The  -illands 
formed  by  thefe  channels  are  covered  with  thickets,  and  occupied 
by  deer  and  tygers. 

The  triangle  included  by  the  Coffimbuzar  and  Hughley  rivers  to 
the  weR,  by  the  Great  Ganges  to  the  eaR,  and  by  the  fea-coaR  to 
the  fouth,  as  well  as  a large  tra6f  on  either  hand  and  to  the  north  of 
this  Delta,  is  as  level  as  the  fandy  deferts  of  Africa,  or  Arabia  ; and, 
like  fome  of  the  countries  on  the  banks  of  the  river  of  Amazons, 
no  where  produces  a fingle  Rone.  The  foil  is  a Rratum  of  the  richeR 
mould  lying  on  a deep  fand,  which  being  interfperfed  with  Riells, 
indicates  the  land  to  have  been  overflowed.  Such  parts  of  this  im-  ^ 
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1756.  menfe  plain  as  are  not  watered  by  the  Ganges  and  its  branches,  are 
fertilized  by  many  other  ftreams  from  the  mountains,  and  for  the 
fpace  of  three  months,  from  May  to  Auguft,  when  the  fun  is  moftly 
in  the  zenith,  heavy  rains  fall  every  day. 

Hence  the  luxuriance  of  the  foil  fupplies  the  fubfiftance  of  the 
inhabitants  with  lefs  labour  than  any  other  country  in  the  world. 
Rice,  which  makes  the  greateft  part  of  their  food,  is  produced  in 
fuch  plenty  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  province,  that  it  is  often  fold 
on  the  fpot  at  the  rate  of  two  pounds  for  a farthing : a number  of 
other  arable  grains,  and  a Rill  greater  variety  of  fruits  and  culinary 
vegetables,  as  well  as  the  fpices  of  their  diet,  are  raifed,  as  wanted, 
with  equal  eafe  : fugar,  although  requiring  a more  attentive  culti- 
vation, thrives  every  where  : although  their  kine  are  of  a mean  race, 
and  give  little  milk,  yet  the  defedl  of  exuberance  is  fupplied  by  the 
multitude  of  the  animals  : the  caRs  who  eat  fiRi,  find  them  fwarm- 
ing  in  all  the  Rreams  and  ponds  of  the  country,  and  fait  is  produced 
in  abundance  in  the  iflands  near  the  lea.  Hence  in  fpite  of  delpotifm 
the  province  is  extremely  populous : and  the  vacation  from  agri- 
culture leaves  a much  greater  number  of  the  inhabitants,  than  can 
be  fpared  in  others,  at  leifure  to  ajiply  themlelves  to  the  loom  ; fo 
that  more  cotton  and  filk  are  manufa6lured  in  Bengal  than  in  thrice 
the  fame  extent  of  country  throughout  the  empire,  and  confequently 
at  much  cheaper  rates.  The  greateR  part  of  thele  manufadures, 
and  of  the  raw  filk,  is  exported  ; and  Europe  receives  the  largeR 
Riare  ; the  reR  goes  by  land  and  fea  to  different  parts  of  the  empire, 
and  other  countries  ; to  which  they  likewife  fend  rice,  fugar,  beetle- 
nut,  ginger,  long-pepper,  turmerick,  and  a variety  of  other  drugs 
and  produdions  of  the  foil.  Their  real  wants  from  abroad  are  only 
the  metals  ; but  fince  Europe  has  opened  a trade  to  India,  they  have 
confumed  large  quantities  of  woollen  manufadures,  and  require 
arms,  and  a variety  of  mechanical  implements  better  than  they  can 
make  themfelves,  fome  from  fancy,  but  the  greateR  part  for  ule. 
The  abundance  of  advantages  peculiar  to  this  country  have  induced 
the  eaRern  world  to  call  it  the  paradife  of  India  ; and  the  weRern, 
without  hyperbole,  the  rich  kingdom  of  Bengal.  But  thefe  ad- 
vantages, 
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vantages, ' through  a long  courfe  of  generations,  have  concurred  1756. 
with  the  languor  peculiar  to  the  unelaftic  atmofphere  of  the 
climate,  to  debafe  all  the  effential  qualities  of  the  human  race, 
and  notwithlfanding  the  general  effeminacy  of  character  which  is 
vifible  in  all  the  Indians  throughout  the  empire,  the  natives  of 
Bengal  are  dill  of  weaker  frame  and  more  enervated  dil])ofition  than 
thofe  of  any  other  province  : bodily  drength,  courage,  and  forti- 
tude are  unknown  ; even  the  labour  of  the  common  peojde  is  totally 
void  of  energy  ; and  they  are  of  a dupidity  which  neither  widies 
nor  feems  to  be  capable  of  extending  its  operations  into  any  variety 
of  mechanical  dexterity.  All  thofe  of  the  better  cads,  who  are  not 
fixed  to  the  loom,  are  bred  to  the  details  of  traffic  and  money,  in 
which  their  patience  and  perfeverance  are  as  great  as  their  detedation 
of  danger,  and  averfion  to  bodily  fatigue  ; and  it  is  common  to  fee 
the  accounts  of  a huckder  in  his  dall,  who  does  not  exchange  the 
value  of  two  rupees  in  the  day,  as  voluminous  as  the  books  of  a con- 
fiderable  merchant  in  Europe. 

The  natives  of  Bengal  derive  their  religion  from  a code  called  the 
Shader,  which  they  adert  to  be  the  genuine  fcripture  of  Bramah,  in 
preference  to  the  Vidam,  of  which  the  followers  adert  the  contrary, 
whild  neither  underdand  the  language  of  the  original  text,  which 
is  called  the  Shanfcrit  : the  very  difufe  of  this  language  is  of  the 
mod  remote  antiquity  ; it  is  preferved  only  by  the  Bramins,  and 
underdood  but  by  very  few  even  of  them.  The  two  codes  of 
the  Shader  and  Vidam  divide  almod  equally  the  whole  body  of  the 
Indian  religion  throughout  Indodan.  The  followers  of  the  Shader 
are  didinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Gentoos. 

The  language  as  well  as  the  written  charader  of  Bengal  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  natives,  and  not  ufed  in  any  other  province,  and  both 
feem  to  be  bafe  derivations  from  the  Shanfcrit. 

It  appears  from  the  hidory  of  Feritdia  that  the  fovereignty  of  the 
Mahomedans  was  edablidied  in  Bengal  about  the  year  1200,  during  1200. 
the  reign  of  Scheabbedin,  the  Gauride.  At  this  time  the  capital 
was  Lucknouti^  an  immenfe  city,  to  which  the  natives  attributed 
great  antiquity  ; it  was  dtuated  on  the  right  fide  of  the  Ganges, 
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about  20  miles  north  of  the  ifland  of  Coflibuzar,  and  about  the 
fame  diftance  to  the  Ibuth  of  Maulda.  From  the  reign  of  Scheab- 
bedin  to  the  invafion  of  Tamerlane  in  1399,  the  country  during  two 
centuries  is  always  fuppofed  annexed  to  the  empire  of  Delhi,  al- 
though its  governors  fometimes  affecfed  royalty  ; and  the  province, 
during  this  period,  has  more  than  once  been  conferred  on  princes  of 
the  royal  blood  who  flood  neareft  the  throne.  The  confufions  in 
the  empii  e,  which  followed  the  invafion  of  Tamerlane,  o;ave  the 
rulers  of  Bengal  better  opportunity  to  aflert  and  maintain  inde- 
pendence. In  1447  appear  affuming  the  ftile  and  dignity  of 
kings,  and  in  1494,  Sultan  Alla  ul  dien,  as  monarch  of  Bengal, 
makes  peace  on  equal  terms  with  Sultan  Secunder  emperor  ofDellii. 
From  this  time  the  continual  convuUions  of  the  throne,  until  it  was 
feized  by  the  intrepid  hand  of  Baber,  left  the  Sultans  of  Bengal 
without  the  apprehenfion  of  controul  from  the  tranfitory  fovereigns 
who  ftiled  themfelves  emperors,  and  even  Baber,  until  his  death,  in 
1 530,  had  too  much  to  do  in  confirming  his  authority  in  other  parts 
of  Indoftan  to  look  to  Bengal:  but  in  1534  the  reigning  Sultan 
was  expelled  by  the  famous  adventurer  Shere  Cawn,  who  himfelf 
in  1539  quitted  the  province  on  the  approach  of  the  emperor 
Homaion  fon  of  Baber.  This  is  the  firft  eftablifhment  made  by  the 
houfe  of  Tamerlane  in  the  province,  but  it  was  of  fhort  duration  ; 
for  Shere  Cawn  defeated  Homaion  on  his  return  to  Agra,  immedi- 
ately after  which  he  recovered  the  dominion  of  Bengal,  and  armed 
by  the  means  it  afforded,  drove  Homaion  out  of  Indoftaninto  Perfia, 
and  affumed  the  throne  of  Delhi  in  1542.  He  died  in  1545  ; 
his  fon  and  fucceffor  Selim  in  1552;  and  during  their  reigns  no 
commotions  appear  in  Bengal ; but  during  the  three  abrupt  fuc- 
ceffions  after  Selim,  until  Homaion  recovered  Delhi  in  1555,  Bengal 
was  continually  difputed,  and  by  feveral  competitions.  Homaion 
died  in  1556,  the  year  after  he  was  reinthroned,  and  ifrong  re- 
bellions in  the  intermediate  countries  kept  Bengal  independant  of 
Delhi  until  the  year  1575,  when  the  generals  of  Acbar  reduced  the 
province,  and  a part  of  Orixa,  after  which  Bengal  remained  in  fiib- 
jeblion  until  1624,  when  it  w’as  wrefled  from  the  empire  by  Shaw 
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Jehan  in  rebellion  againft  his  father  the  emperor  Jehanguire  ; but  it 
was  recovered  the  next  year.  Shaw  Jehan  tucceeded  to  the  throne 
in  1627,  and  in  1638  fent  his  fon  Sujah  to  command  in  Bengal. 
Sujah  continued  lord  of  the  province  until  1661,  when  he  was 
driven  to  take  refuge  in  Arracan  by"  Emir  Jumla  the  vizir  of  his 
brother  Aurunzebe,  who  had  confined  their  father  Shaw  Jehan,  and 
afcended  his  throne.  From  this  time  until  a revolution  which  has 
happened  in  our  days,  Bengal  continued  in  uninterrupted  fubmifiion 
to  the  authority  of  the  great  Mogul. 

The  peculiar  patience  of  the  Gentoos  in  Bengal,  their  affedtion  to 
bufinefs,  and  the  cheapnefs  of  all  produftions  either  of  commerce  or 
necefhtv,  had  concurred  to  render  the  details  of  the  revenue  the 
mod:  minute,  voluminous,  and  complicated  fyftem  of  accounts 
which  exid;  in  the  univerfe,  infomuch  that  the  emperor  Jehanguire, 
although  the  Mahomedans  had  then  been  fovereigns  of  the  country 
for  three  centuries,  fays  in  his  note  book,  that  the  application  of 
ten  years  was  neceffary  to  acquire  a competent  notion  of  them. 
The  military  pride  of  the  Mahomedans,  their  indolence  and  fenfu- 
ality,  their  ignorance  of  the  language,  and  the  inferiority  of  their 
numbers,  rendered  them  inadequate  to  a talk  they  detefted,  and  ob- 
liged them,  however  unwilling,  to  leave  the  colledfion  of  the  re- 
venues, as  they  found  it,  with  the  Gentoos^  and  the  fame  infufficien- 
cies  reduced  them  to  continue  the  Rajahs  or  princes,  amongd:  whom 
the  country  was  divided,  in  the  fuperintendance  of  the  municipal 
regulations  of  thSir  relpedlive  diftridts,  fubjedl  to  regulated  tributes, 
and  the  arbitrary  fines  and  extortions  of  vidlorious  authority.  The 
greatefl:  part  of  Bengal  remains  at  this  day  under  the  intermediate 
jurifdidlion  of  thefe  Rajahs,  feveral  of  whom  are  defcended  from 
anceflors  who  ruled  the  fame  diflridls  before  the  Mahomedaii 
conqueft. 

The  Portugueze  appear  in  Bengal  before  the  prefent  dynafly  of 
Moguls  ; for  an  armament  was  fent  by  the  viceroy  of  Goa  in  1534 
to  affifl:  the  reigning  Sultan  againfl:  the  invader  Shere  Cawn.  This 
nation,  however,  never  eftablifhed  reg-ular  s:overnments  or  garrifbns 
m the  province,  as  in  moR  other  parts  of  India.  But  different  bands 
VoL.  II.  B at 


1627.  1638. 
1661. 


1534. 


& The  War  of  B eng  At.  ^ Book  VI. 

1 756.  at  different  times  took  up  their  refidence  on  the  fea-coalfts  of  Balaforc 
and  Arracan,  and  in  feveral  habitable  iflands,  which  Ive  in  the 
mouths  of  the  great  and  leffer  Ganges,  where,  living  without  law, 
and  with  much  fuperflition,  fome  hired  themfelves  as  foldiers  to  the 
governors  of  the  neighbouring  diflri6tsy^  whilft  others  equijjt  boats 
and  armed  veffels,  and  plundered  in  the  rivers  all  who  were  not 
able  to  refill:  them.  The  Dutch  lettled  in  Ben2:al  about  the  year 
1625.  , ^625, 

The  trade  of  this  country  was  opened  to  the  Englifh  by  means  of 
1636,  a furgeon  named  Boughton,  who  in  1636  was  fent  from  Surat  to 
Agra  to  attend  a daughter  of  the  emperor  Shaw  Jehan,  whom  he 
cured,  and  the  emperor,  befides  other  favours,  granted  him  a patent 
to  trade  free  of  cufloms  throughout  his  dominions,  with  which 
Boughton  proceeded  to  Bengal,  intending  to  purchafe  goods  in  this 
province,  and  to  carry  them  by  fea  to  Surat.  His  patent  would 
probably  have  been  little  regarded,  if  the  Nabob  of  the  province 
had  not  wanted  his  affiflance  to  cure  one  of  his  favourite  women^ 
whom  he  likewife  recovered  : on  which  the  Nabob  prevailed  on  him 
to  remain  in  his  fervice,  giving  him  an  ample  ftipend,  and  con- 
firming the  privilege  of  trade  which  he  had  obtained  at  i^kgra,  with 
a promife  to  extend  it  to  all  others  of  the  Englifh  nation  who  fhould 
come  to  Bengal.  Boughton  wrote  an  account  of  his  influence  to 
the  Englifh  governor  at  Surat,  by  whofe  advice  the  company  in 
1640.  1640  fent  two  fhips  from  England  to  Bengal,  the  agents  of  which 

being  introduced  to  the  Nabob  by  Boughton,  were  received  with 
courtefy,  and  aflifled  in  their  mercantile  tranfadlions  ; and  the 
advantages  gained  by  this  trial  gave  encouragement  to  profecute  the 
trade. 

The  profits  accruing  to  Europeans  by  ^heir  trade  to  Indoflan, 
arife  much  more  from  the  commodities  which  they  purchafe  in  that 
country,  than  from  thofe  which  they  fend  thither,  and  the  moft 
valuable  part  of  the  cargoes  returned  to  Europe  confifls  of  filk  and 
cotton  manufaflures  ; the  weaver  of  which  is  an  Indian,  living  and 
working  with  his  wife  and  feveral  children  in  a hut,  which  fcarcely 
affords  him  Ihelter  from  the  fun  and  rain : his  natural  indolence 

however 
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however  is  fatisfied  iu  procuring  by  his  daily  labour,  his  daily  bread;  1756. 
and  the  dread  of  extortion  or  violence  from  the  officers  of  the  dlftridt 
to  which  he  belongs,  makes  it  prudence  in  him  to  appear,  and  to  be 
poor  ; fo  that  the  chapman  who  fets  him  to  work,  finds  him  deftitute 
of  every  thing  but  his  loom,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  furnifh  him 
with  money,  generally  half  the  value  of  the  cloth  he  is  to  make, 
in  order  to  purchafe  materials,  and  to  fubfifi:  him  until  his  work  is 
finifhed  ; the  merchant  who  employs  a great  number  of  weavers,  is 
marked  by  the  higher  officers  of  the  government,  as  a man  who  can 
afford  to  forfeit  a j)art  of  his  wealth,  and  is  therefore  obliged  to  pay 
for  protection,  the  coh  of  which,  and  more,  he  lays  upon  the 
manufadures  he  has  to  fell,  of  which,  by  a combination  with  other 
merchants,  he  always  regulates  the  price,  according  to  the  neceffity 
of  the  purchaler  to  buy.  Now  the  navigation  to  India  is  fo  very 
expenfive,  that  nothing  can  be  more  detrimental  to  this  trade  than 
long  protractions  of  the  voyage  ; and  lofs,  inftead  of  profit,  would 
enfue,  if  fhips  were  fent  on  the  expe61:ation  of  buying  cargoes  on 
their  arrival ; for  either  they  would  not  find  thefe  cargoes  provided, 
and  muft  wait  for  them  at  a great  expence ; or  if  ready,  would  be 
obliged  to  jjurchafe  them  too  dearly.  Hence  has  arifen  the  neceffity 
of  ehablifhing  fadtories  in  the  country,  that  the  agents  may  have 
time  and  ojjportunity  to  provide,  before  the  arrival  of  the  flrips,  the 
cargoes  intended  to  be  returned  in  them. 

The  Englifh  company,  either  in  the  firfl;  voyage  or  foon  after, 
built  a fatlory  at  Hughley,  the  principal  port  of  the  pro\dnce,  lying 
about  one  hundred  miles  from  the  fea  on  the  river  to  which  it  gives 
its  name,  and  which  is  the  welfern  arm  of  the  Ganges;  but  the 
officers  of  the  government  fuperintended  the  buildings,  and  objetSled 
to  every  thing  which  refembled  or  might  be  converted  into  a ftatiou 
of  defence  ; the  Mogul  empire,  at  that  time,  dildaining  to  allow  in 
any  part  of  its  dominions,  the  appearance  of  any  other  fovereignty 
than  its  own : for  wffiatfoever  forts  the  Portugueze  or  other  Europeans 
poffelfed  on  the  fea-coafts  of  Indoftan,  the  territory  on  which  they 
flood,  and  many  of  the  forts  themfelves,  were  either  wrefled  or  pur- 
chafed  from  princes  at  that  time  not  conquered  by  the  Mogul,  in 
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whofe  territory  no  European  power  had  hitherto  been  fufFered  to 
ere6l  a fingle  baftion. 

Not  permitted  to  have  fortifications,  the  Englifli  were  llkewife 
prohibited  from  entertaining  a military  force  fufficient  to  give  um- 
brage to  the  government,  but  were  allowed  to  maintain  an  enfign 
and  30  men  to  do  honour  to  the  principal  agents  ; who,  thus  con- 
fined to  commercial  views,  applied  themfelves  with  much  indufiry 
to  promote  their  own  and  the  company’s  interefls  in  trade.  Englifii- 
men  were  fent  from  Hughley  to  thofe  parts  of  the  province  in  which 
the  mofi:  valuable  commodities  were  produced  : but  as  the  number 
ot  fa6lors  employed  by  the  company  did  not  fuffice  to  fuperintend 
in  different  places,  the  provifion  of  fuch  quantities  of  goods  as 
were  annually  demanded,  the  greatefi;  part  of  tlie  purchafes  was 
managed  at  Hughley,  where  the  principal  agents  contradled  wdth 
merchants  of  the  country,  who,  on  receiving  about  one  half  of 
the  value  beforehand,  obliged  themfelves  under  pecuniary  penalties 
to  deliver  at  fixed  periods  the  goods  for  which  they  had  contra6led. 
The  company  being  by  thefe  difpofitions  invefted  w'ith  a right  in 
all  the  goods  for  which  they  had  contra61:ed,  even  before  thefe  goods 
were  manufadlured,  gave  the  name  of  Inveflment  to  all  their  pur- 
chafes in  India. 

Thefe  were  the  only  methods  of  carrying  on  the  trade  with  rea- 
fonable  exj^edlation  of  profit ; but  they  rendered  the  Englifn  entirely 
dependant  on  the  government  of  Bengal,  who,  either  by  feizing 
the  goods  which  were  provided,  or  by  prohibiting  them  from  being- 
carried  to  the  principal  refidence,  from  whence  they  were  to  be 
fhipped,  might  at  any  time  fubjedl  the  company’s  eflate  to  great 
detriment  and  lofs  : and  of  thefe  rifques  the  company  were  fo  ap- 
prehenfive,  that  they  kept  their  fadlories  in  Bengal  dependant  on  the 
Prefidency  of  Madrafs ; where  they  had  a fort  and  garrifon,  to 
which,  in  cafes  of  hidden  emergency,  the  agents  in  Bengal  were  to 
apply  for  advice  and  alfihance. 

Their  trade,  however,  was  carried  on  for  fome  time  without 
interruption,  and  with  much  fuccefs  ; but  in  a few  years,  when 
they  had  ere<5Ied  cohly  buildings,  had  accumulated  large  quantities 

of 
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of  Englifli  commodities,  and  had  given  large  credits  in  the  province,  i 756. 
the  government,  deeming  them  as  it  were  fettered  to  the  fhore,  ^7640^ 
changed  its  condudl  towards  them.  The  patents  srranted  to  to 
Boughton,  as  well  as  the  other  flipulations  which  had  induced  them 
to  fettle  in  the  province,  were  either  d da  vowed,  or  conflrued  in 
contradiflion  to  their  meaning : the  fame  cuftoms  were  levied  from 
them,  as  from  other  merchants  ; the  Nabob  affedted  to  arbitrate 
between  the  company  and  fuch  of  the  natives,  who,  in  order  to 
evade  the  payment  of  their  debts,  thought  jjroper  to  purchafe  his. 
protedion  ; and  even  vagabond  Englifhmen,  offending  againff  the 
company’s  privileges,  were  encouraged  to  take  refuge  in  his  court, 
and  to  difavQw  the  authority  of  their  countrymen.  In  a word, 
every  pretext  which  might  bring  the  Englifh  affairs  under  his  - 
cognizance  was  praflifed,  in  order  to  fubjedl  them  to  fines  and 
exa6fions.  If  the  fettlements  hefitated,  or  refufed  to  comply  with 
the  Nabob’s  demands,  their  trade,  throughout  the  province,  was 
immediately  flopped. 

For  thefe  evils  there  were  but  two  remedies,  war,  or  retreat : both 
worfe  than  the  mifchief ; for  although  the  government  annually 
repeated  its  exaftions,  the  advantages  of  the  Bengal  trade,  whilfl 
new,  were  fuch  as  rendered  it  more  prudent  to  acquiefce,  than  by 
defiance  to  rifque  the  whole  of  the  company’s  flock  and  concerns  in 
the  province;  and  for  forty  years  the  Englifh  attempted  no  military 
refiftance. 

At  length,  finding  thefe  impofitions  extravagantly  increafed, 
becaufe  they  had  only  been  oppofed  by  embaffies  and  petitions  ; and 
having  the  fame  caufes  of  complaint  againfl  the  Mogul’s  govern- 
ment at  Surat;  the  company,  in  the  year  1685,  determined  to  try  i685> 
what  condefcenfions  the  effefl  of  arms  might  produce ; and  with 
the  ajjprobation  of  King  Janies  the  fecond,  fitted  out  two  fleets;  one 
of  which  was  ordered  to  cruize  at  the  bar  of  Surat,  on  all  veffels 
belonging  to  the  Mogul’s  fubjedls  : the  other  was  defigned  not  only 
to  commit  hoflilities  by  lea  at  the  mouths  of  the  Ganges,  but 
can  ied  likewife  600  regular  troops,  in  order  to  attack  the  Nabob  of 
Bengal  by  land.  The  agents  at  Hiighley  received  previous  notice 

of 


12 


! 


The  War  of  Bengal.  Book  VI. 

1756.  of  thefe  intentions,  and  were  infl:ru6led  to  call  in  all  their  fadlors 
and  concerns,  that  all  the  Englifh  fubjedls  and  property  might  be 
in  readinefs  to  repair  on  board  the  fhips,  as  foon  as  they  fhould  ar- 
rive in  the  road  of  Ballafore,  from  whence  it  was  intended  that  they 
fhould  proceed  and  furprize  the  city  of  Chittigan,  on  the  oppofite 
Ihore,  where  they  were  immediately  to  fortify  themfelves. 

The  condu6l  of  this  war  was  entrufted  to  Job  Chanock,  the 
company’s  principal  agent  at  Hughley,  a man  of  courage,  without 
miHtary  experience,  but  impatient  to  take  revenge  of  a govern- 
ment from  which  he  had  perfonally  received  the  molt  ignominious 
treatment,  having  not  long  before  been  imprifoned  and  fcourged  by 
the  Nabob.  One  vefTelof  the  fleet  was  lofl; ; the  largefl:  fhip,  with 
another,  were  not  able  to  make  their  paflfage,  and  the  refi;  did  not 

i686.  arrive  before  the  month  of  Odtober,  1686  ; by  which  time,  a body 
of  the  Nabob’s  troops,  probably  from  fome  fufpicions  of  the  in- 
tended hoftilities,  had  furrounded  the  fadtory  at  Hughley.  Chanock, 
therefore,  on  the  arrival  of  the  Ihips,  ordered  the  troops,  about  460 
men,  to  come  up^the  river  to  his  aiTiflance,  gave  battle,  and  drove 
the  enemy  out  of  the  town.  A truce  enfued,  during  which  all  the 
company’s  effedls  were  fliipped  ; by  which  time,  the  governor  of 
Hughley  having  received  confiderable  reinforcements,  both  fides 
were 'equally  willing  and  ready  to  renew  hoftilities.  The  Moors 
were  again  difcomfited  : but,  neverthelefs,  prepared  to  blockade  the 
fadtory  again;  to  avoid  which,  Chanock,  on  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber, took  the  field,  and  marching  down  the  weftern  bank  of  the 
river,  burned  and  deftroyed  all  the  magazines  of  fait,  and  granaries 
of  rice,  which  he  found  in  his  way  between  Hughley  and  the 
ifland  of  Ingelee,  which  lies  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  near  the 
weftern  Ihore.  On  this  fpot,  perhaps  the  moft  unhealthy  in  the 
province,  he  pitched  his  camp,  in  the  month  of  April,  whilft  the 
ftiips  anchored  in  the  main  ftream.  The  Moors  fuftered  them  to 
remain  here  without  moleftation  for  three  months,  during  which 
ficknefs  fwept  away  300  Europeans,  which  was  two-thirds  of  the 
whole  force. 
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111  the  mean  time,  the  fleet  fent  to  Surat  had  been  much  more  1756. 
fuccefsfiil,  having  taken  from  the  Mogul’s  fubje61:s,  cargoes,  which  ^768^ 
were  valued  at  a million  of  flerling  money.  Thefe  Ioffes  deterred 
the  merchants  at  Surat  from  making  preparations  for  future  voyages ; 
the  manufacturers  and  mechanics,  left  without  employment,  com- 
plained loudly  of  famine  ; and  the  emperor’s  revenues  were  confi-  , 
derably  diminiOied  : upon  which  Aurengzebe  fent  one  of  his  offi- 
cers from  Delhi,  with  orders  to  hear  the  Engliffi  complaints,  and 
to  mitigate  the  oppreffions  they  had  fuffered.  Orders  of  the  fame 
purport  were  like  wife  fent  to  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  arrived 
very  fortunately  for  the  Engliffi  troops  at  Ingelee,  when,  reduced 
to  only  100  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  they  were  furrounded 
by  10  ,000  foot,  and  3000  horfe.  HolHlities  ceafed,  and  by  a treaty 
figned  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  1687,  it  v^as  ffipulated,  that  the  Eng- 
liffi  ffioukl  not  only  be  permitted  to  return  to  all  their  factories 
in  the  province,  but  might  likewife  ereCt  docks  and  magazines  at 
Ulabarea,  a village  fituated  on  the  weffern  bank,  about  50  miles 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river. 

However  Chanock  had  not  faith  enough  in  the  treaty  to  return 
to  Hughley  without  the  ffiips,  and  the  Moors  diftruffed  the  Eng- 
liffi too  much  to  fuffer  them  to  appear  there  with  fuch  an  ad- 
vantasre.  He  therefore  remained  three  months  at  Ulabarea,  durinjr 
which  the  place  was  found  to  be  fo  improper  for  the  purpofes 
which  had  induced  him  - to  alk  it,  that  he  delired  and  obtained 
leave  to  remove  to  Soota-nutty,  a town  about  40  miles  higher  up, 
and  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  where  the  faClors  and  foldiery  lived 
in  huts  until  they  could  provide  proper  habitations.  Mean  while 
the  war  at  Surat  broke  out  afreffi,  on  hearing  which  the  Nabob  of 
Bengal  paid  no  regard  to  the  treaty  made  at  Ingelee  ; but  gave  up. 
the  Engliffi  trade  to  the  rapine  of  his  officers,  and  at  the  lame 
time  demanded  a very  large  fum,  as  a recompence  for  the  damage 
which  his  country  had  fuftained  by  the  late  hoffilities.  Chanock. 
being  neither  in  a condition  to  oppofe  him  by  arms,  nor  to  appeafe 
him  with  money,  fent  two  members  of  the  council  to  Dacca,  to  ' 
try  if  he  might  be  fofteiied  by  fubmiffions.  Soon  after  their  depar- 
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ture,  the  power  of  the  fettlement  was  traiiflated  from  Mr.  Chanock 
to  Heath,  a commander  of  one  of  the  company’s  fhips,  a man  of 
courage,  but  of  a variable  dilpofition,  not  far  removed  from  crazi- 
nefs  ; who,  foon  after  his  arrival  at  Soota-nutty,  ordered  all  the 
Englifli  to  repair  on  board  the  fhips,  and  proceeded  with  them  to 
the  road  of  Ballafore,  where  the  governor  of  the  town  offered  to 
treat  ith  him  in  behalf  of  the  Nabob,  and  finding  that  this  pro- 
pofal  was  not  received  with  cordiality,  detained  two  of  the  company’s 
a2:ents  refidins:  in  the  faftorv  of  Ballafore,  as  hoftag-es  a2:ainft  anv 
violence  : notwithftanding  which,  and  that  the  two  Englifh  de- 
puties were  ftill  at  Dacca,  as  well  as  two  other  faftors  in  other  parts 
of  the  province.  Heath  landed  with  a crew  of  failors,  and  attacked 
the  town,  which  had  no  defences.  This  outrage  was  committed 
on  the  very  day  that  the  governor  receiv^ed  a copy  of  the  treaty 
which  the  Nabob  had  made  with  the  two  deputies  at  Dacca  ; by 
which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  the  Englifli  fhips  fhould  attack  the 
king  of  Arracan.  Heath  pretended  to  acquiefce  to  thefe  terms, 
hoping  that  his  profeflions  might  facilitate  his  intentions  of  fur- 
prizing  Chittigan,  where  the  fleet  arrived  on  the  i 7th  of  January, 
•1689  ; but  finding  the  works,  as  well  as- the  garrifon,  much  fironger 
than  he  expefled.  Heath,  as  if  he  had  come  with  no  other  purpofe, 
offered,  as  he  had  promifed,  to  join  the  Nabob  againfl:  the  king  of 
Arracan  ; but  fbon  after  changing  his  mind  again,  he  failed  to  the 
river  which  leads  to  the  capital  of  that  country,  where  he  proffered 
his  fervice  to  the  king  againfl;  the  Nabob,  infiffing,  however,  that 
their  firfl;  attempt  fhould  be  againfl:  Chittigan.  But,  not  being  of 
a temper  to  bear  the  delays  of  an  Indian  adminiffration,  he  as  fud- 
denly  took  difgufl:  againfl;  this  ally;  and  on  the  13th  of  February, 
failed  away  with  the  fleet  and  the  company's  agents  acrofs  the  bay 
of  Bengal  to  Madrafs,  where  they  arrived  on  the  1 5th  of  March. 
Here  he  apologized  for  his  condudl  by  faying,  that  nothing  but 
lies  had  been  told  on  all  fides. 

Neverthelefs,  this  condufl,  crazy  and  irregular  as  it  was,  pro- 
duced better  effefls  than  could  have  been  expedled  from  meafures 
dilated  by  the  mofl;  prudent  councils:  for  the  Nabob  imagined 
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that  the  contempt  and  difrefpedt  with  which  Heath  had  treated  him,  1756. 
proceeded  from  a refolution  w'hich  the  Englifli  had  taken,  to 
abandon  the  trade  of  Bengal ; and  fearing  to  be  called  to  a fevere 
account  by  the  emperor  Aurengzebe,  for  forcing  them  to  quit  the 
province,  he  immediately  fent  letters  to  Madrafs  requeuing  them 
to  return,  and  promifing  all  the  immunities,  the  denial  of  which 
had  been  the  caufe  of  the  late  contentions.  Such  a condefcenfion 
was  thought  a fufficient  warrant  of  the  fincerity  of  his  intentions. 

Mr.  Chanock,  therefore,  with  his  fadors  and  thirty  foldiers,  failed 
from  Madrafs,  and  arrived  in  the  month  of  July  at  Soota-nutty  ; 
where,  in  confequence  of  the  Nabob’s  orders,  the  government  of 
Hughlcy  received  them  with  civility. 

The  next  year  they  received  a phirmaund  or  patent  from  Aureng-  1690. 
zebe,  allowing  them  to  trade  free  of  cuftoms,  on  condition  of 
paying  annually  the  fum  of  3000  rupees.  The  great  advantages 
intended  by  this  favour,  depended  however  more  on  the  temper  of 
the  Nabob  than  on  the  will  of  the  emperor ; for  the  Englilh  had 
more  than  once  before  received  fuch  mandates,  and  found  them  of 
little  ufe  ; and  the  remembrance  of  former  evils  continued  to 
raife  folicitude,  even'  when  no  immediate  caufes  of  apprehenfion 
fubfifted. 

The  right  of  jurifdidlion  over  the  Indian  Inhabitants,  whom  the 
reiidence  and  commerce  of  the  Englifh  continually  attradled  to 
Soota-nutty,  became  every  day  more  necelfary,  to  prevent  perpetual 
litigations  with  thofe,  who  although  em])loyed  by  the  Englilh, 
might  at  any  time  defy  them  in  the  courts  of  the  government,  in 
which  the  merchants  of  the  fettlement  would  be  more  cautious  of 
I'eeking  proteeflion,  if  the  company  had  power  to  flop  their  families 
and  attach  their  effedls  : but  this  right  of  jiirifdi6lion  could  not  be 
purchafed,  even  at  Delhi,  without  the  confent  of  the  Nabob  ; it 
was  equally  necelTary  that  the  comjjany  fliould  have  a fort  to  pro- 
te6l  their  valuable  effefls  againfr  fudden  violence  ; but  even  proffers 
of  money,  repeated  for  five  years  fucceffively,  could  not  ’"ire-vail 
on  the  Nabob  to  allow  thefe  privileges  ; and  they  were  delpaired  of, 
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v^'Iien  ibme  unexpeded  events  enabled  the  company  to  obtain 
them. 

In  1696,  the  Rajahs  on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  river  Hughlev, 
took  lip  arms  : they  were  headed  by  him  of  Biirdawan,  whofe 
territory  extends  alono;  the  welbern  lide  of  the  river,  from  Nuddealx 
to  the  ifland  of  Ingelee,  and  who  likeiidfe  polfelfed  a conhderable 
diftrift  on  the  other  fhore,  contiguous  to  Calcutta  ; fo  that  the 
Englllh,  French,  and  Dutch  companies,  had  each  their  principal 
fettlement  within  his  jurifdiftlon.  The  greatefl;  part  of  the  Nabob’s 
army  being  near  the  court  at  Dacca,  the  rebels  made  gi  eat  pro- 
grefs  before  a force  fufficient  to  oppofe  them  could  alfemble  : and 
in  the  mean  time  they  took  Hughley,  plundered  Muxadavad,  in 
the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  Rajah- 
mahal.  On  the  breaking  out  of  this  war,  the  three  European  fet~ 
tlements  augmented  their  foldiery,  and  declared  for  the  Nabob  ; of 
whom  they  at  the  lame  time  requefled  permiffion  to  put  their  fac- 
tories in  a Rate  of  defence  againft  an  enemy,  whofe  refentment  they 
mull;  incur  by  their  attachment  to  his  government.  The  Nabob 
ordered  them  in  general  terms  to  defend  themfelves  ; and  they 
taking  for  granted,  what  was  not  pofitively  forbidden,  with  great 
diligence  raifed  walls  with  baftions  round  their  faftories  : the  Dutch 
about  a mile  to  the  fouth  of  Hughley  ; the  French  two  miles 
lower  down  the  river,  at  Chandernagore ; and  the  Englifh  at  Cal- 
cutta, a fmall  town  contiguous  to  Soota-nutty,  where  they  had 
built  their  principal  magazines.  Such  was  the  origin  of  the  three 
European  forts  in  the  province  of  Bengal,  and  they  were  the  frlh 
which  the  Mogul  government  fuffered  foreigners  to  build  in  any 
part  of  the  empire.  An  Englifh  floop  prevented  the  Rajah  from 
taking  the  fort  of  Tannah  ; and  the  garrifon  of  Calcutta,  conliR- 
ing  of  fifty  men,  beat  a body  of  his  troops  within  fight  of  the 
town.  The  Dutch  afliRed  the  Nabob’s  troops  to  retake  Hughley. 
The  French  did  little,  hut  appeared  in  arms,  and  fortified  them- 
felves better  than  either  of  the  other  two. 

The  news  of  this  rebellion  alarmed  Aurengzebe  himfelf  fo  much,., 
that  he  fent  one  of  his  grandfons,  Azim-al-Shan,  with  an  army, 
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to  ruperintcnd  the  three  governments  of  Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orixa. 
This  prince  was  fon  of  Mahomed  Mauzm,  who  reigned  after 
his  father  Anrengzebe,  with  the  title  of  Behader  Shah ; and 
Azim-al-Shan  himfelf  feems  likewife,  even  at  this  diftant  period, 
to  have  had  an  eye  to  the  throne  : for  he  came  into  Bengal  with  a 
rclblution  to  amais  money  by  every  means.  This  avaricious  dif- 
pofition  the  Englilh  plied  with  prefents,  which  in  1698  obtained 
his  permifTion  to  purchafe  from  the  Zemindar,  or  Indian  proprietor, 
the  towns  of  Soota-nutty,  Calcutta,  and  Govindpore,  with  their 
diftri^ls,  extending  about  three  miles  along  the  eaflern  bank  of 
the  river  Hughley,  and  about  one  mile  inland  : the  prince,  how- 
ever, referved  the  annual  fine  of  1195  rupees,  which  this  ground 
ufed  to  pay  to  the  Nabob  of  the  province.  But  at  this  time, 
when  the  Englifh  fettlements  feemed  on  the  point  of  emerging 
from  continued  difficulties  to  a ftate  of  profperitv,  the  eredlion  of 
a new  Eaft  India  company,  in  oppofition  to  the  old,  renewed  all 
their  former  evils.  The  new  company  eftabliffied  their  fadlory  at 
Hughley,  and  the  competition  between  the  refpedlive  agents  was 
carried  on  with  the  fame  animofity  as  exalperated  their  principals 
in  England,  which  expofed  the  concerns  of  both  to  the  impo- 
fitions  of  the  Nabob,  and  of  the  merchants  of  Bengal,  who  took 
every  advantage  of  this  rivality.  However,  the  fpirit  of  com- 
merce, which  knows  no  refentments  that  are  prejudicial  to  its 
intereft,  foon  reconciled  the  contending  parties  in  England,  and 
produced  a coalition,  of  which  the  j)reliminaries  were  adjufted  in 
1698;  but  the  final  union  did  not  take  place  till  feven  years 
after  : this  time  being  iiecefTary  to  blend  the  different  concerns  of 
both  companies  into  one  common  ftock. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  lettlement  of  Calcutta  had  attradled  fuch 
a number  of  inhabitants,  as  excited  the  jealoufy  of  the  governor  of 
Hughley,  who,  pretending  that  he  ffiould  be  punifhed  for  fuffering 
fo  many  of  the  Mogul’s  fubjefis  to  withdraw  themlHves  from 
his  jurifdiblion,  threatened  to  fend  a Cadi,  or  Mahomedan  judge, 
and  officers  of  the  j)olice,  to  adminifler  juffice  amongft  the  na- 
tives living  under  the  Englifh  flag.  The  meafurc  would  have 
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renewed  the  fame  inconveniencies,  which  had  forced  the  EngliOi  to 
quit  Hughley  : it  was  therefore  countera6ted  by  a bribe  given  to 
y\zim-al-Shan,  who  forbad  the  governor  of  Hughley  from  pro- 
ceeding in  his  intentions.  By  this  conftant  attention  to  money, 
Azim-al-Shan  in  three  years  amaffed  three  millions  of  pounds  fter- 
ling,  which  he  carried  with  him  out  of  the  province  : but  he  left 
behind  him  his  Iba  Furrukihir  to  get  more  ; who,  in  1713,  gained 
the  throne,  after  his  father  had  periihed  in  difputing  it  with  his 
brothers. 

The  union  of  the  two  companies,  by  augmenting  the  ftock,  in- 
creafed  the  trade,  and  enlarged  the  views  of  the  diredtion : who, 
at  the  fame  time,  warned  by  the  late  examination  of  the  company’s, 
affairs  in  parliament,  exerted  themfelves  with  zeal  and  intel- 
ligence, in  order  to  confound  the  clamours  of  thofe  who  exclaimed 
againfl  the  inftitution  of  an  Eaft  India  company,  as  a monopoly 
detrimental  to  the  mercantile  interefts  of  the  nation.  The  com- 
merce of  Bengal  more  efpecially  became  the  objecl  of  their  at- 
tention : the  fubordinate  fadlories  of  Coffimbuzar,  Dacca,  and  Bal- 
lafom,  which  had  been  abandoned,  were  now  refettled  : the  exports 
and  imports  were  doubled  in  value  and  in  quantity  ; and  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Calcutta  was  augmented  to  300  men  : all  which  the  go- 
vernment of  Bengal,  contrary  to  its  ufual  maxims,  beheld  without 
repugnance,  and  even  without  demanding  money  as  the  price  of 
its  forbearance  and  favour.  This  was  the  longeft  term  of  repofe 
from  vexations,  which  the  Englifh  had  experienced  fince  their  firft 
efIabliChment  in  the  province  ; and  the  increafing  importance  of 
the  colony  induced  the  company  in  1707  to  withdraw  the  fettle- 
ments  in  it,  from  their  former  dependance  on  .Madrafs,  and  to 
declare  Calcutta  a prefidency  accountable  only  to  the  diredlion  in 
England. 

But  the  nabob  Jaffier  Khan,  who  at  this  time  was  appointed  to 
rule  Bengal,  did  not  fuffer  the  Englifh  to  remain  any  longer  in 
this  flate  of  eafe  and  independence  : and  the  refpite  which  they 
had  lately  enjoyed  ferved  only  to  convince  him,  that,  as  being  better 
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able,  they  ought  the  more  readily  to  comply  with  his  demands.  1756. 
Having  removed  the  feat  of  government  from  Dacca  to  Muxadavad, 
in  the  center  of  the  province,  he  was  better  enabled  to  take  cog- 
nizance of  their  affairs  ; and  to  difcover  pretexts  and  means  of  dif- 
treffing  them,  without  openly  violating  the  privileges  which  they 
had  obtained  from  Aurengzebe  and  Azim-al-Shan,  Every  year  of 
his  adminifh'ation  was  marked  by  extraordinary  and  increafing  ex- 
tortions, not  only  from  the  Europeans,  but  from  all  ranks  of 
people  in  the  province : at  the  fame  time  he  was  as  much  dreaded 
for  his  abilities  as  detefted  for  his  iniquities  : and  the  prefidency  of 
Calcutta,  not  feeing  any  better  refource,  propofed  in  the  year  1713,  1713. 

to  the  company  in  England,  that  an  embaffy  of  complaint,  fup- 
ported  by  a valuable  prefent,  fhould  be  lent  to  the  great  Mogul  at 
Delhi ; to  which  the  company  readily  acquiefeed,  dire6ling 
the  prefidencies  of  Bombay  and  Madrafs  to  join  their  grievances  in 
the  lame  petition  with  thofe  of  Bengal.  The  nomination  of  the  , 
embaffadors  was  left  to  Mr.  Hedges  the  governor  of  Calcutta,  who 
chofe  John  Surman  and  Edward  Stephenfon,  two  of  the  ableft 
fa61:ors  in  the  fervice  there  : joining  to  them  an  Armenian,  named 
Serhaud,  who  had  for  many  years  been  the  principal  merchant  in 
the  fettlement. 

It  does  not  appear,  that  the  prefidency  had  any  other  lights  to 
tlire6i:  their  proceedings  and  expectations  at  Delhi,  excepting  luch  as 
they  received  from  this  Armenian,  who  had  never  been  there  ; but 
who  was  very  folicitous  to  be  admitted  into  this  honourable  com- 
milfion,  in  hopes  of  getting  a great  deal  of  money  by  the  goods  he 
Ihould  carry  free  of  charges  in  the  train  of  the  embalfy.  The 
jirelents  defigned  for  the  Mogul  and  his  officers  conlifted  of  curious 
glafs  ware,  clockwork,  toys,  brocades,  and  the  lineft  manufactures 
of  woollen  cloths  and  lilks,  valued  altogether  at  30,0.00  pounds 
which  Serhaud,  in  his  letters  to  Delhi,  magnified  to  100,000,  and 
gave  fuch  a defeription  of  the  rarities  which  were  coming,  that  the. 
mogul  Furruklhir  ordered  the  embalfy  to  be  efcorted  by  the  go- 
vernors of  the  provinces  through  whofe  territories  it  might  pafs.. 

'1  he  train  proceeded  on  the  Ganges  from  Calcutta  to  Patna,  the 
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1756.  capital  of  Behar,  and  from  hence  by  land  to  Delhi,  where  they  ar- 
rived  on  the  8th  of  July  1715,  after  a march  of  three  months.  The 
famous  Hoflan  Ally,  who  afterwards  depofed  four,  and  created  five 
emj^erors  of  Indoftan,  was  at  this  time  Vizir,  dreaded  by  his  fo- 
vereign,  and  mortally  hated  by  Caundorah,  who  was  in  full  pof- 
felfion  of  the  emperor’s  favour.  The  Engliili,  by  their  previous 
correfpondence  to  Delhi,  had  chofen  Caundorah  for  the  patron 
of  their  petitions,  to  which  the  rivality  between  thefe  lords  was 
likely  to  prove  no  little  detriment ; for  the  one  only  could  per- 
I'uade  the  emperor  to  grant,  what  the  other  alone  had  the  power 
of  carrying  into  execution.  Jaffier,  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  had  from 
the  beginning  regarded  the  embaffy  with  detehation,  as  the  flrongeft 
imputation  agaiiift  the  integrity  of  his  own  condudt,  and  would 
probably  ha\  e counteracted  it,  both  by  reprefentations  and  money, 
if  he  had  not  wanted  all  his  influence  at  Delhi  to  promote  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  greater  views ; for  he  had  for  fome  years  been  foliciting  the 
annexion  of  the  provinces  of  Behar  and  Orixa  to  the  government 
of  Bengal,  and  the  fucceflion  to  this  vafl  viceroyalty,  in  his  family. 
Neverthelefs  his  emififaries  privately  fpread  their  fpecious  objedlions 
amongfl:  his  friends  : which  with  the  defire  of  HolTan  Ally  to 
thwart  Caundorah,  would  probably  have  foon  produced  the  dif- 
miffion  of  the  embafifadors  with  civil  and  infignificant  anfwers,  if 
an  accident,  which  on  a lefs  important  occafion  would  have  been 
too  mean  to  merit  hiftorical  notice,  had  not  placed  them  at  once  in 
a high  degree  of  favour  with  the  emperor  himlelf ; whom  not  all 
the  vigilance  of  a mogul’s  feraglio  had  been  able  to  preferve  from 
the  contagion  of  a diftemper,  which  its  inflitutions  feem  fo  well 
calculated  to  prevent. 

The  Mogul,  defpairing  of  the  {kill  of  his  own  empiricks,  was 
adviied  by  Caundorah  to  employ  the  furgeon  of  the  Englifh  em- 
balfy,  named  Hamilton,  by  whom  he  was  in  a few  weeks  perfe6lly 
cured ; and,  in  gratitude  for  this  fervice,  promifed  to  grant  the 
embafladors  any  indulgences,  which  might  be  confident  with  the 
dignity  of  his  government.  Soon  after  his  recovery  fucceeded  the 
feftival  of  his  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Jaffeing,  the  principal 
j Rajah 
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Rajah  of  the  Rajpoot  nation ; which  interrupted  all  other  buhnefs, 
and  obliged  the  embalTadors  to  wait  fix  months  before  they  eould 
gain  permilTion  to  prefent  their  petition. 

It  was  delivered  in  the  month  of  January  of  the  next  year  1716, 
and  contained  a variety  of  requefts  ; “ That  the  cargoes  of  Englifli 
“ fhips,  which  might  be  wrecked  on  the  Mogul’s  coaR^  fhould  not 
“ in  future  be  plundered : that  a Ripulated  fum,  paid  annually  to 
“ the  government  of  Surat,  fliould  exempt  the  Englilh  trade  at 
“ that  port  from  the  Mogul’s  duties,  and  from  the  vifitations  of  his 
“ officers,  who  had  continually  extorted  more  than  they  w^ere 
“ authorized  to  demand : that  the  rupees  coined  in  the  mints  of 
“ Bombay  and  Madrafs  ffiould  pafs  in  the  receipt  of  the  Mogul’s 
“ revenue : that  three  villages,  contiguous  to  Madrafs,  which  had 
“ formerly  been  granted,  and  were  afterwards  taken  back  by  the 
“ government  of  Arcot,  might  be  reftored  to  the  company  in  per- 
“ petuity,  fub]e6l  to  the  payment  of  the  former  fine  : that  the 
“ ifland  of  Diu  near  the  port  of  Mafulipatnam  might  be  given  to 
“ the  company,  paying  for  it  an  annual  rent  of  7000  pagodas.” 
In  behalf  of  the  prefidency  of  Calcutta,  the  petition  reprefented  all 
the  impofitions  of  the  Nabob  of  Bengal,  and  propofed,  “ that  they 
“ fhould  be  obviated  by  pofitlve  orders,  that  all  perfons,  whether 
“ Europeans  or  natives,  who  might  be  indebted  or  accountable  to 
“ the  company,  fhould  be  delivered  up  to  the  prefidency  at  Calcutta 
“ on  the  firft  demand:  that  the  officers  of  the  mint  at  Muxadavad 
“ fhould  at  all  times,  when  required,  allow  three  days  in  the  week 
“ for  the  coinage  of  the  company’s  money  : and  that  a pafTjiort,  or 
“ dujiiick^  figned  by  the  prefident  of  Calcutta,  fhould  exempt  the 
“ goods  it  fpecified  from  being  vifited  or  flopped  by  the  officers  of 
“ the  Bengal  government  on  any  pretence  whatfoever and  in 
order  to  maintain  thefe  excellent  privileges,  if  granted,  even  in 
defiance  of  the  Nabob  himfelf,  it  was  requefled,  “ that  the  Englifh 
“ might  purchafe  the  lordfhip  of  thirty-feven  towns,  with  the  fame 
“ immunities  as  Azim-al-Shan  had  permitted  them,  to  buy  Calcutta,. 
“ Soota-nutty,  and  Govindpore.” 
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Caunclorah,  although  he  meant  the  embalTy  well,  advifed  them 
to  a(51:  as  if  they  had  no  other  reliance  than  on  the  Vizir  ; and  the 
emperor,  with  the  fame  caution,  profeffed  indeed  a general  appro- 
bation of  the  petition,  but  direded  the  feverai  articles  to  be  dif- 
culTed  by  the  different  officers  of  the  date,  to  the  cognizance  of 
which  they  were  deemed  to  belong.  This  fubjeded  the  whole 
petition  to  the  judgment  of  the  Vizir  ; who,  not  without  candour, 
difputed  all  the  material  articles,  and  readily  allowed  thofe  of  lefs 
confequence  : a fecond  petition  was  therefore  prefented  to  the  em- 
j)eror,  in  confequence  of  which  fbme  more  points  were  given  up 
by  the  Vizir ; and  then  a third ; which,  being  received  with  the 
lame  favour  as  the  other  two,  induced  him  to  give  up  the  reft  of 
his  objedions.  But,  to  the  great  diiappointment  of  the  embaftii- 
dors,  the  mandates  were  iftlied,  not  under  the  Mogul’s,  but  under 
the  feal  of  the  Vizir  ; which,  although  carrying  great  authority 
in  the  provinces  near  the  capital,  was  likely  to  be  little  relj^eded 
by  the  diftant  viceroys,  to  whom  thefe  mandates  were  addreffed. 
To  increafe  their  difficulties,  the  Armenian  Serhaud,  having  been 
checked  by  his  colleagues  in  fome  irregular  proceedings,  perplexed 
all  their  operations;  and,  as  they  thought,  betrayed  their  coun- 
cils. Neverthelefs,  Meffis.  Stephenfon  and  Surman  with  great 
fteadinefs  and  fpirit  returned  the  mandates,  and  determined  to 
wait  until  they  ftiould  obtain  patents  under  the  feal  of  the 
Mogul. 

Thefe  procraftinations  had  already  led  the  embafty  to  the  month 
of  April  of  1716,  when  the  emperor  took  the  field,  and  marched 
towards  Lahore  againft  the  Sykes,  a nation  of  Indians'lately  reared 
to  power,  and  bearing  mortal  enmity  to  the  Mahomedans.  The 
embaftadors  followed  the  camp.  The  campaign  was  tedious, 
though  fuccefsful,  and,  amongft  other  events,  produced  a quarrel 
between  the  troops  of  the  Vizir  and  Caundorah,  which  rendered 
their  diflension  utterly  irreconcileable.  Their  jealoufies,  after  the 
return  of  the  army  to  Delhi,  continued  to  protrad  the  admiffion  of 
the  claim  made  by  the  embaftadors  ; who,  having  wafted  four- 
teen months  without  the  leaft  progrefs,  began  to  defpair  of  fuccefs, 
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when  they  were  advifed  to  bribe  a favourite  eunuch  in  the  feraglio, 
who  promifed  on  this  condition  to  procure  the  patents  in  the  torm 
they  defired,  and  without  delay.  So  much  money  had  already 
d)een  fpent,  that  the  embaffadors  thought  it  would  be  trivial  not  to 
rilk  this  fum  as  the  laft  experiment,  although  they  much  doubted 
the  effedl.  But,  to  their  furprize,  as  Toon  as  the  money  v as  paid, 
the  Vizir  and  ail  his  dependents  appeared  as  much  inclined,  as  they 
had  hitherto  been  averfe,  to  promote  their  requefts  ; and  loon  af- 
ter thirty-four  patents,  including  the  different  fubjedfs  of  the  pe- 
tition, were  iffued  in  the  Mogul’s  name,  and  figned  u ith  Kls  feal, 
'I'hey  were  delivered  to  the  embaffadors  before  they  had  dil'covered 
the  real  caufe  of  their  unexpecled  fuccefs  ; which,  however,  was 
explained  to  them  before  they  left  Delhi,  by  one  of  Caundorah’s 
officers.  In  the  year  1686,  a little  while  before  the  fleet  fent  from 
England  began  to  ttike  the  flrips  belonging  to  the  Moors,  the  Englifh 
agents  at  Surat  retired  to  Bombay:  they  returned  after  the  peace; 
but  a little  before  the  prefent  patents  were  iflhed,  the  prelideacy  of 
Bombay  had  again  withdrawn  the  fadlory  of  Surat,  as  a refidence 
not  worth  maintaining,  unlefs  the  trade  could  be  freed  from 
the  impofitions  to  which  it  had  of  late  vears  been  fubjedl 
The  government  of  Surat,  reafoning  from  former  ex])erience, 
•took  the  alarm,  and  firmly  believed  that  a fleet  was  on  its  way 
from  England  to  commit  hoffilities,  as  in  the  year  1687,  which 
would  have  been  attended  with  the  fame  fuccefs  ; for  manj  fhips 
of  value  belonging  to  the  Mogul’s  fubjecfs  were  at  fea.  The  eu- 
nuch, to  whom  the  embafladors  had  given  the  bribe,  was  the  inti- 
mate correfpondent  and  friend  of  the  Nabob  of  Guzurat,  who  had 
defired  him  to  reprefent  to  the  Vizir,  that  .it  was  better  to  fatisfy  the 
Englifn  by  granting  their  petitions,  than  by  a refulal  to  expofe  the 
trade  of  Surat  to  their  reprifals.  To  this  advice  the  Vizir  imme- 
diately acquiefced,  and  from  that  hour  changed  his  condudf  towards 
the  embafladors  : the  eunuch  being  early  in  the  fecret,  and  fore- 
leeing  the  change  that  would  fhortly  enfue,  determined  to  reap 
feme  advantage  from  his  intelligence,  and  impofed  himfelf  an  the 
\ OL.  IL  D embai- 
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embaflaclors  as  the  author  of  the  benefits  which  it  was  not  m his 
power  to  prevent.  The  embaffadora. having  thus  accomphfiied  their 
commiOion,  took  leave  of  the  emperor  in  the  month  of  W- 

two  years  after  them  arrival  at  Delhi.  The  patents  addreffed  to 
the  Soubah  of  the  Decan,  and  the  Nabob  of  Ouzurat  took  efFecl 
as  foon  as  they  were  publiflied,  becanfe  they  afforded  no  pohtical 
pretext  of  o|spofition,  as  adding  nothing  to  the  military  ftrength  of 
the  company’s  fettlements  in  either  of  thelb  fnbahffnps,  althoogh 
to  their  commercial  advantages.  But  the  thiriy-feven  towns 
which  they  were  permitted  to  purchale  in  Bengal  would  give  them 
a diftrift  extending  ten  miles  louth  of  Calcutta  along  the  banks 
on  each  fide  the  river  I lughley,  of  which  the  paffage  in  this  ex  ent 
mivht  be  eafily  commanded  by  theereclion  of  batteries  or  redoubts  ; 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  revenue  of  the  traa  would  defiay 
pence  • and  it  was  fuppofed  that  a great  number  of  reavers  might 

be  eftablilhedin  it,  who  would  be  immediately  lubjea  to  the 

pany’s  iurifdiaion.  The  Ihrewdnefs  of  the  Nabob  Jaffiei,  e.xaf- 
perated  by  his  grudge  to  the  embaffy  in  general,  faw  the  conle- 
miences  of  this  grant  with  indignation  ; but,  not  daring  openly 
m difpute  the  Mogul’s  order,  he  deterred  the  holders  of  the  land 
withfecret  threats  of  vengeance  from  parting  with  their  giound 
on  anv  terms  of  compenlation  which  might  be  profteied  to  them  . 
and  the  Envlifti  government  confiding  too  much  in  the  fanaion 
of  the  Mogid’s  authority,  neglefled  the  more  efficacious  means  of 
bribinv  the  Nabob  to  their  own  views ; and  tnus  the  moft  impor- 
tant conceffion  which  had  been  obtained  by  the  embaffy-,  was  en- 
tirely fruftrated.  However,  Jaffier  admitted  the  privilege  of  the 
duftucks  which,  being  recognized  throughout  the  province,  gi  eat  y 
facilitated  the  circulation  of  the  company’s  trade  ; which  now  no 
Lver  paid  cuftoms,  nor  was  liable  to  be  Hopped  by  the  officers 
of  ?he  government;  and  this  immunity  was  ftill  more  beneficial, 
becaufe'the  other  European  colonies  were  not  entitled  to  it , nor 
indeed  any  of  the  natives  excepting  two  or  three  principal  mei- 
chmts’,  whopurchafed  it  at  a high  rate  of  the  Nabob. 

The 
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The  company,  confining  themfelves  entirely  to  the  trade  between  1756. 
India  and  Europe,  had,  not  unwifely,  relinquiflied  to  their  agents 
that  which  is  carried  on  from  one  part  of  India  to  another : but 
the  impofitions  of  the  government  had  hitherto  prevented  their 
agents  from  reaping  any  coiifiderable  advantages  from  this  indul- 
gence : and  to  promote  their  profits,  the  company,  foon  after  the 
embafly,  allowed  all  thofe  who  ferved  them  under  covenants,  to 
make  ufe  of  their  duftucks  for  fuch  commodities  as  belonged  to 
themfelves  ; but  forbid,  under  fevere  penalties,  the  proflitution  or 
extcnlion  of  this  privilege  to  any  others.  A quelfion  now  arofe, 
whether  the  company’s  agents  were  entitled  to  trade  from  one  part 
of  the  province  to  another,  in  fuch  commodities  as  were  the  pro- 
duce of  Bengal.  The  Mogul’s  patent  implied  no  reflricfions. 

But  they  could  not  be  ignorant  of  the  intentions  of  Delhi  concern- 
ing this  privilege ; for  when  the  embaffadors  propofed  to  Caun- 
(lorah  that  it  fliould  extend  to  all  kinds  of  commodities,  he  replied 
with  emotion  “ I he  Sea  !”  And  the  Nabob  Jaffier  openly  treated 
the  pretenfion  with  the  fame  indignation  as  he  had  fecretly  felt 
againfl:  the  ceded  lands,  declaring  that  he  wmuld  not  fuffer  the  duf- 
tucks  to  proteft  any  goods,  excepting  fuch  as  \vere  imported,  or 
were  purchafed  to  be  exjiorted,  by  lea ; alleging,  that  as  the  fait, 
beetle-nut,  and  tobacco,  together  with  fomc  other  articles  of  oeneral 
confumption,  were  either  farmed  out  in  monoj)olies,  or  taxed  at 
cxceffive  rates,  the  detriment  to  the  revenues  would  be  as  oreat 

O 

as  the  advantages  to  the  company’s  agents,  if  they  were  permitted 
to  trade  in  thefe  articles,  free  of  the  cuffoms  and  rents  which  were 
paid  by  the  natives  who  dealt  in  them. 

Convinced  as  much  by  the  realbning,  as  deterred  by  the  power, 
of  the  Nabob,  the  agents  receded  from  their  pretenfion,  and  ap- 
plied themfeh  es  to  make  the  moff  advantage  of  thole  privileges 
which  were  not  contefled.  Succefs  produced  new  adventures ; 
and  the  fuperior  fkill  of  our  countrymen  in  navigation,  induced  the 
merchants  of  the  province.  Moors,  Armenians  and  Indians,  to 
freight  moff  of  the  goods  which  they  exported  to  foreign  markets, 
on  the  ffiipping  belonging  to  the  colony,  which,  in  ten  years  after 
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1756.  the  emb^blh',  fimovinted  to  10,000  tons;,  and  many  private  fortunes 
were  acquired,  without  injuring  the  company’s  trade,  or  fubje^ting 
their  eflate  to  dilputes  with  the  government..  The  prefidency,  ne- 
verthelefs,  found  it  their  interefl  from  time  to  time  to  footh  the 
Nabob  with  prefents,.  in  order  to  promote  the  increafe  of  the  com- 
pany’s invefrment,  and  to  facilitate  the  courfe  of  their  bufinefs  at  the 
lubordinate  factories  : but  the  people  of  all  denominations  refiding 
in  Calcutta,  enj-oyed,  after  the  return  of  the  embally,  a degree  of 
independence  and  freedom  unknown  to  all  the  other  inhabitants  of 
Bengal  : w'ho,  on  the  contrary,  were  oppreffed  every  year  with  in- 
creafing  vexations  by  the  rapacity  of  the  Nabob. 

In  1718,  the  year  after  the  embafTv,.  Jaffier  received  from  Delhi 
the  patents  he  had  long  folicited,  amiexing  the  provinces  of  Behar 
and  Or IX A to  his  government  of  Bengal,  and  the  reverlion  of  the 
whole  to  his  heir. 

The  Ganges,  in  a courfe  wdiich  tends  with  little  deviation  from 
the  weft  to  the  eaft  point  of  the  compafs,  flows  through  the  whole 
province  of  Behar,  and  divides  it  into  two  regions.  The  fouthern 
extends  about  220  miles^  from  the  river  CaramnaJJ'a  to  ‘Tacriagully^. 
and  is  Ikirted  to  the  fouth  by  the  chain  of  mountains  which  on  this 
fide  accompanies  the  courfe  of  the  Ganges  ; . and  feveral  diftrifts  be- 
longing to  the  province  are  included  withm  the  mountains  them- 
felvcs,  but  none  recede  more  than  60  miles  from  the  river.  The 
river  DeivaJi,  which  is  like  wife  called  the  Gogra,  joins  the  Ganges 
on  its  northern  Ihore,  180  miles  to  the  well;  of  Tacriagully.  That 
river  for  a long  way  before  the  jundHon  tends  to  the  w.  n.  w. 
and  40  miles  of  the  lower  part  of  its  channel  forms  part  of  the 
\^'e^fern  boundary  of  the  northern  divifion  of  Behar,  which  extends 
to  the  eafl:  180  miles,  to  the  line  we  have  noted  as  the  limit  of  Pur- 
niah,  and  recedes  from  the  Ganges  and  Dewah  90  miles  to  the 
north  ; where  forefls  at  the  foot  of  the  range  of  mountains,  which 
bound  the  country  of  Napal,  continue  with  the  mountains  to  the 
eahward  far  bevond  Ran2;amati,  and  form  the  northern  boundaries 

V O'  

of  Behar,  Bengal,  and  Aflam.  The  area  of  Behar  comprifeth  9 
fquare  degrees.  The  capital,  Patna,  hands  on  the  fouthern  bank 
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of  the  Ganges,  130  miles  to  the  weft  of  Taeriagully.  There  are  1756. 
many  manufaftures  in  this  province,  although  nothing  near  fo 
many  as  in  Bengal,  to  which  it  is  Ukewife  much  inferior  in  ferti- 
lity ; but  it  produces  a great  quantity  of  faltpetre,  and  of  the  bell: 
oj)ium  in  India. 

Orixa  is  the  moft  northern  country  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  prou 
montory  of  Indoftan.  The  river  Pipley  com.ing  from  the  n.  w. 
difembogues,  as  we  have  faid,  in  the  latitude  of  22.  25,  oppofite  to  the 
ifland  of  Sagore.  The  channel  of  this  river,  for  40  miles  from  its 
m.outh,  and  an  imaginary  line  20  miles  farther  to  the  weft,  to  the  • 
foot  of  the  Nelligreen  hills,  before  they  curve  to  the  eaft  behind 
Ballafore,  divide  Orixa  from  Bengal.  Southward  it  extends  along 
the  fea  coaft  to  the  latitude  of  20.  10.  within  fix  miles  of  Gangam, 
which  terminates  the  province  of  Chicacole  in  the  Decan.  Tothc 
weftward  Orixa  is  leparated  from  the  province  of  Beifar  by  a vaft 
tradV  of  mountains  hitherto  unexplored.  The  interior  of  the  pro- 
vince is  the  ftrongeft  and  beft  foil  in  the  empire  ; but  from  the  want 
of  good  fea-ports,  there  are  few  manufadfures,  and  very  little  circu- 
lation of  gold  and  filver,  in  the  country.  Catteck,  the  capital,  is 
fituated  in  the  latitude  of  21.  23.  and  fifty  miles  from  the  fea. 

Jaffier  had  no  fons,  but  before  his  arrival  in  Bengal  had  given  his 
only  daughter  in  marriage  to  Sujah  Khan,  a lord  of  diftindlion, 
who  accompanied  him  into  the  province.  Of  this  marriage  were 
born  two  fons,  both  of  whom  were  arrived  at  man’s  eftate,  when 
the  commiftion  appointing  their  father  Sujah  to  lucceed  Jaffier  was 
fent  from  Delhi.  Sujah,  although  humane,  was  indolent  and  vo- 
luptuous, and  his  father  in  law,  being- defirous  to  break  him  to  bu- 
finefs,  fent  him  loon  after  the  patents  were  received,  to  govern  the 
province  of  Orixa. 

A few  months  after  liis  arrival  at  Catteck,  two  brothers,  natives 
of  Tartary,  came  to  his  court  with  ftrong  recommendatioias  from 
Delhi,  in  compliance  with  which  Sujah  received  them  into 
his  fervice  : ajipolnting  the  elder,  Hodgee  Hamed,  to  attend  his 
perfon  as  a domeftic,  and  the  other,  Allaverdy,  to  cornmand  a troop 
of  horfe.  They  were  both  employed  according  to  their  talents. 

For 
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For  tlie  elder  was  calm,  fupple,  wily,  provident,  but  void  of  na- 
-^tural  courage  : the  younger,  ftern,  a6live,  intrepid,  fagacious,  but 
too  high-minded  to  fubmit  to  the  compliances  necefliiry  in  an 
Afiatic  court.  Convidlion  of  the  afliflance  which  each  might  de- 
rive from  the  qualities  of  the  other,  cemented  them  as  much  as  the 
relation  of  blood,  in  the  mofl:  inviolable  friendfhip.  This  powerful 
and  uncommon  union  feemed  to  command  fortune  ; for  in  a few 
years  they  raifed  themfelves  to  the  higheft  offices  in  Sujah’s  court 
and  army  ; Ifodgee  Hamed  becoming  his  prime  minifler,  and  Alla- 
verdy  the  general  of  his  troops.  The  Nabol)  Jaffier  forefaw  and 
dreaded  the  confequences  of  their  influence  ; but  the  infirmities  of 
old  age  had  rendered  him  incapable  of  taking  the  vigorous  refolu- 
tions  necefliiry  to  extricate  his  fucceflTor  from  the  toils  into  which 
he  had  been  led  ; and  in  1725  Jaffier  died,  to  the  great  joy  of  the 
province  ; but  of  none  more  than  the  two  brothers,  to  whofe  am- 
bition his  death  opened  more  extenfive  prolpetls.  They  accompanied 
Sujah  to  Muxadavad,  and  partook  of  the  increafeof  his  power,  ad- 
miniflering  the  lame  emplovments  in  the  general  government  of  the 
Subahlhip,  as  they  had  held  in  the  province  of  Orixa. 

In  1729  Sujah  appointed  Allaverdy  to  govern  Behar,  in  vffiich 
flation  he  had  frequent  opportunities  of  exerting  his  military  talents, 
as  well  as  his  political  abilities  ; being  conftantly  in  arms  againfl: 
the  Indian  chiefs  on  both  fides  the  Ganges,  who  had  never  been 
reduced  to  a fettled  dependance  on  the  INIoorilh  government. 
However,  after  many  fights,  intrigues,  and  alTaffinations,  all  fub- 
mitted,  and  afterwards  continued  in  obedience  to  Allaverdy  ; who 
now  feeling  his  flrength,  gave  fcope  to  his  ambition,  which,  as 
ullial,  obliterated  every  fentiment  of  gratitude  to  the  creator  of  his 
fortunes. 

In  the  m.ean  time  Ilodgee  maintained  his  influence  over  the  Na- 
bob by  an  oblequioufnefs  which  prevented  all  fufpicions,  and  re- 
mitted large  lums  to  his  brother,  which  were  lent  to  Delhi,  and  in 
1 736  procured  a commiffion  from  thence  appointing  Allaverdy,  Nabob 
of  Behar,  free  from  any  dependance  on  the  govern  ment  of  Bengal : but 
as  there  was  no  immediate  occalion  to  proclaim  this  title,  of  which  he 
^ already 
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already  enjoyed  rnofl:  of  the  advantages,  the  brothers  agreed  that  it  1756. 
fhould  be  kept  fecret,  until  there  fliould  be  a neceffity  of  afferting  it 
publickly.  However,  fuch  a tranlaclion  could  not  be  entirely  con- 
cealed ; and  the  firfl;  informations  leading  to  farther  inveftigations, 

Sujah,  although  unwillingly,  was  at  length  convinced  of  the 
treacherous  in,2:ratitude  of  his  favourites. 

He  was  meditating  revenge,  when  the  approach  of  Nadir  Shah 
ftruck  all  the  provinces  of  the  empire  with  confternation,  and  kept 
all  their  rulers  in  llifpenfe  how  far  the  florm  would  reach  : and  in 
1739,  before  the  Perfians  left  Delhi,  Siijah  died.  ^739- 

The  fucceffion  devolved  to  his  only  furviving  fon  Suffraze  Khan,  a 
man  of  mean  abilities,  and  governed  only  by  his  vices.  He,  however, 
bore  the  ftrongeft  refentment  againft  the  two  brothers  ; but  the  fear 
of  Allaverdy  retrained  him  from  taking  away  the  life  of  Modgee, 
who  was  in  his  power  : and  Allaverdy,  trembling  for  the  fafety  of 
his  brother,  refrained  from  committing  any  hoftilities,  but  improved 
his  army. 

The  profllgacv  of  Suffraze  Khan  increafed  with  the  means  of  in- 
diligence  : and  his  debaucheries  went  to  an  excefs  that  difordered  his 
underflanding.  There  was,  amongfl:  the  officers  of  the  court,  an 
old  Gentoo  of  diftinefion,  named  Allumchund,  whom  the  late 
Nabob  ufed  to  confult  with  confidence  ; relying  on  which,  Allum- 
chund ventured,  in  a private  conference,  to  warn  Suffraze  Khan  of 
the  dangerous  confequences  of  his  intemperance  ; but  Suffraze  Kahn 
anfwered  him  with  ignominious  abufe  and  inveffives.  No  one  after 
this  ventured  to  fhew  any  difajiprobation  of  his  inclinations ; and, 
left  to  himfelf,  he  foon  after  committed  a more  extravagant  out- 
rage. 

There  was  a family  of  Gentoo  merchants  at  Muxadavad,  u hofe 
head,  Juggutfeat,  had  railed  himfelf  from  no  confiderable  origin 
to  be  the  wealthiefl:  banker  in  the  empire,  in  moft  parts  of  which 
he  had  agents  fupplied  with  money  for  remittances  ; from  whom 
lie  conftantly  received  good  intelligence  of  what  was  tranfadlln^  in  » 
the  governments  in  which  they  were  fettled  ; and  in  Bengal  his 
influence  was  equal  to  that  of  any  officer  in  the  admlnifiration  ; for 
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1756.  by  anfwering  to  the  trearuiy,  as  fecurity  for  mofl:  of  the  renters 
fanning.the  hinds  of  the  h'-'ovince,  he  knew  better  than  any  one  all 
'the  details  of  the  revenues  ; and  the  great  circulation  of  wealth, 
•which  he  commanded,  rendered  his  affiftancc  necelTary  in  every 
•emergency  of  expence.  His  elded:  Ibii,  foon  after  the  diigrace  of 
Alliimchund,  married  a woman  of  exquifite  beauty,  the  report  of 
V'hich  alone  inflamed  the  cnriofity  of  the  Nabob  fo  much,  that  he 
infided  on  leeing  her,  although  he  knew  the  dU'grace  which  woukl 
'be  fixed  on -the  family,  by.dsewing  a .wife,  unveiled,  to  a fti'anger. 
Neither  the  remonftrances  of  the  father,  nor  his  power  to  revenge 
:the  indignity,  a\ailed  to  divert  die  Nabob  from  this  infblent  and 
futile  refolution.  The  young  woman  u'as  lent  to  the  palace  in  the 
evening  ; and,  after  haying  there  a fhort  Ipace,  returned,  unviolatcd 
indeed,  but  dilhonoured,  to  her  hufhand. 

Hodgee,  v'ho  had  been  lurking  .for  fome  fuch  occafions  of  confpi- 
racy,  now  began  to  move  ; and  made  overtures  to  Juggutfeat  and 
Allumchund,  who  received  them  with  eagetnels.  Secret  .meetings 
were  concerted,  in  which  it  w'as  agreed,  that  as  foon  as  Hodgee  could 
be  placed  out  of  the  reach  of  danger,  Ailaverdy  fliould  invade  Bengal, 
and,  if  fuccefsful,  Aake  the  Nabohfhip.  But  the  firfl  difficulty  feemed 
inlurmountable,  as  nothing  .could  be  more  contrary  to  the  fecurity 
of  the  Nabob  than  the  releafe  of  Inch  a pledge  as  Jdedgee,  and  it  was 
imjioffible  that  he  could  be  removed  out  of  the  jirovince  without  the 
Nabob’s  confent ; which  neverthelefs  was  at  length  obtained,  by  the 
, interceffiQii,  it  is  faid,  of  fome  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  Durbar, 
horn  Hodgee  had  gained, over  and  admitted  into  the  fecret  of  his 
confpiracy.  The  Nabob,  at  the  audience  of  taking  leave,  treated  Hodgee 
with  feoff -and  mockery.  The  conveyances  for  his  departure  having 
for  fome  time- been  held  in  readinefs,-he  proceeded  immediately  on  his 
journey  to  Patna;  and  as  foon  as  he  arrived  there,  Ailaverdy,  giving  out 
that  he  was  dilhonoured  by  the  ignominious  manner  in  which  his 
brother  had  been  turned  out  of  the  province,  began  his  march  to- 
wards Bengal. 

^74’^*  His  approach  was  fo  fudden,  that> he- gained  the  pafs  of  Tacria- 
giflly, before  Suffraze  Khan  had  time  to  fecure  it  by  a proper  rein- 
forcement. 
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forcement.  On  hearing  which,  the  Nabob  accufed  Juggutfcat  of  1756. 
treachery  ; who  defended  himfelf  by  producing  letters  from  Alla- 
verdy,  prepared  for  the  purpofe,  in  which  he  was  upbraided  for  not 
having  ufed  his  influence  to  prevent  the  banilhment  of  Hodgee. 

Suffraze  Khan  now  aflembled  his  troops,  and  ordered  them  to 
rendezvous  on  the  plain  of  Gheria,  which  lies  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  river  of  Coffimbuzar,  about  five  miles  to  the  north  of  Muxa- 
davad.  Here  he  had  fcarcely  formed  his  encampment,  which  con- 
fifted  of  30,000  men,  horfe  and  foot,  when  Allaverdy  appeared  in 
fight,  with  an  equal  number,  but  of  better  troops  ; for  amongfi;  his 
cavalry  were  3000  Pitans,  the  bravefi;  of  the  Mahomedans  in  In- 
doftan ; and  his  infantry,  levied  in  Behar,  were  much  ftouter  than 
thofe  in  the  army  of  Suffraze  Khan,  wdio  were  moftly  natives  of 
Bengal. 

However,  the  unexpedted  firmnefs  of  the  Nabob  inlpired  fome  of 
his  officers  with  courage  ; but  more  were  either  difaffedfed,  or  wa- 
vering ; and  all  belonging  to  the  artillery  had  been  engaged  by  Al- 
lumchund  to  difcharge  the  cannon  without  ball,  and  to  defert  it  foon 
after  the  onfet.  I'roops  after  troops  quitted  the  field,  as  foon 
as  they  faw  the  artillerv  abandoned.  Neverthelefs  Suffraze  Khan 
continued  the  fight,  until  he  was  left  with  only  a few  fquadrons 
of  horfe,  whom  the  enemy  were  moving  to  furround,  when  the 
driver  of  his  elephant,  warning  liim  of  the  danger,  offered,  at  the 
forfeit  of  his  head,  to  convey  him  back  fafely  to  the  capital ; to 
which  propofal  the  Nabob,  with  a refolution  worthy  of  a better 
life,  and  of  a better  fate,  replied,  that  he  fcorned  to  retreat 
before  rebels  and  traitors  ; and  ordered  the  driver  to  puffi  into  the 
thickefi;  of  the  enemy’s  troops,  toward  the  ftandard  of  Allaverdy ; 
where,  fupported  by  the  remains  of  his  cavalry,  he  renewed  the 
fight  more  defperately  than  ever,  until  he  fell,  ffiot  through  the 
heart  by  a mulket  ball. 

Allaverdy,  without  meeting  any  farther  oppofition,  marched  to 
Muxadavad,  w’here  he  was  immediately  proclaimed  Nabob  of  Ben- 
gal, Behar,  and  Orixa ; and  ufed  his  victory  wuth  more  lenity  and 
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{756.  moderation  than  is  ufually  praftifecl  by  e after  n conquerors;  and 
even  fpared  the  two  fons  of  Suffraze  Khan,  whom,  with  their 
mother  and  other  relations,  he  fent  to  take  up  their  relidence  at 
Dacca,  at  the  extremity  of  the  province,  where  his  officers  were  in- 
ftru6led  to  treat  them  with  refpedl,  whilft  their  conduct  ffiould  give 
no  umbrage.  The  whole  province  fubmitted  as  peaceably  to  his 
government,  as  if  no  revolution  had  happened  : but  Muftiit  Kouli, 
who  governed  Orixa  under  Suffraze  Khan,  flying  from  the  battle 
of  Gheria,  retreated  to  Catteck,  and  when  fummoned  by  Allaverdy, 
refufed  to  acknowledge  his  fovereignty.  He  therefore  called  his 
brother  Hodgee  from  Patna  to  adminifter  the  government  of 
Bengal  during  his  abfence,  and  then  marched  into  Orixa,  and 
in  lefs  than  a month  expelled  Muftut  Kouli,  and  reduced  the 
province. 

The  excefs  and  rapidity  of  his  fortunes,  together  with  the  repu- 
tation of  his  military  abilities,  alarmed  the  throne  ; and  Nizam-al- 
muluck,  the  Soubah  of  the  fouthern  provinces,  in  order  to  flop  the 
farther  progrefs  of  his  arms,  incited  the  Morattoes  to  invade  his 
dominions  almoft  as  foon  as  he  had  taken  pofteffion  of  them.  In 
confequence  of  which,  an  army  of  80,000  Morattoes  arrived  within 
a few  days  journey  of  the  mountains,  which  bound  Bengal  to  the 
weftward,  before  Allaverdy  had  quitted  Catteck  ; who,  not  having 
given  credit  to  the  reports  of  their  approach,  had  taken  no  precau- 
tions to  prevent  their  irruption  : and  had  even  permited  the  greateft 
part  of  the  army  he  led  into  Bengal,  to  return  to  their  homes ; fo 
that  his  whole  force  did  not  exceed  10,000  men,  5000  of  whom 
were  cavalry,  and  amongft  them  were  the  3000  Pitans  : his  foul, 
however,  nothing  difmayed,  reaftlimed  its  wonted  activity,  as  foon 
as  he  found  the  danger  to  be  really  formidable  ; and  he  advanced  by 
exceffive  marches  towards  his  capital.  But  the  Morattoes  had  al- 
ready pafled  the  defiles  of  the  mountains,  when  he  arrived  near 
Burdawan,  100  miles  from  Muxadavad  j where,  finding  himfelf  fur- 
rounded,  he  encamped  in  a ftrong  fituation.  Bafchir  Pondit, 
the  general  of  the  Morattoes,  immediately  fent  deputies  to  his 
camp,  who  ftiewed  the  Emperor’s  mandates,  authorizing  them  to 
3 demand 
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demand  the  chout,  or  a fourth  part  of  the  revenues  of  the  three 
provinces  for  the  three  lafh  years.  They  likewife  demanded  that  he 
fhould  oblige  himfelf  to  pay  this  tribute  regularly  in  future,  and 
that  feme  officers  deputed  by  the  Morattoes  ffiould  be  employed  in 
all  the  departments  of  the  revenues,  in  order  to  afeertain  and  fe- 
cure  their  proportion.  They  moreover  required  him  to  deliver  up 
the  treafures  of  the  two  laft  Nabobs,  Soujah  and  Suffraze  Khan,  or 
to  pay  the  equivalent. 

Allaverdy,  on  hearing  thefe  imperious  terms,  ordered  the  deputies 
to  quit  his  camp,  with  a defiance  fraught  with  contempt  to  their  ge- 
neral. The  next  day  he  renewed  his  march  in  open  day,  in  full 
fight  of  the  enemy,  who  foon  broke  and  difperfed  his  infantry,  but 
were  not  able  to  make  impreffion  on  his  cavalry.  The  Pitans  were 
commanded  by  an  officer  named  Muftapha  Khan,  whom  they 
not  only  revered  as  their  hereditary  chief,  but  loved  as  the  bravelt 
foldier  amongft  them  ; Allaverdy  himfelf,  his  nephew  Zaindee 
Hamed,  Meer  Jaffier  his  brother-in-law,  and  all  the  other  officers 
of  diftin6lion,  continually  prefented  themfelves  againft  the  moft 
dangerous  onfets ; and  fuch  examples  could  not  fail  to  animate 
their  followers.  Before  night  they  had  advanced  fifteen  miles  in 
their  way,  when  they  halted  in  a ftrong  fituation  : the  next  day 
the  march  was  renewed  with  the  fame  courage  and  fuccefs  ; and  on 
the  evening  of  the  third  day  they  arrived  at  the  town  of  Cutwah, 
fituated  about  thirty  miles  fouth  of  Muxadavad,  on  the  bank  of  the 
Coffimbuzar  river,  which  in  this  part  is  fordable  during  the  dry 
feafon  of  the  year. 

About  500  of  the  cavalry  were  killed  during  the  retreat,  but 
more  horfes  periffied  ; for  only  3000  men  mounted  arrived  at  Cut- 
wah, where  they  remained  leveral  days  in  order  to  recover  their  fa- 
tigue, having  fcarcely  fleptfince  they  left  their  camp  at  Burdawan. 
The  Morattoes,  in  the  mean  time,  afiembled  round  Cutwah,  and 
perfuaded  themfelves  that  Allaverdy  would  wait  for  reinforcements 
Trom  Muxadavad  before  he  attempted  to  pafs  the  river.  Great, 
therefore,  was  their  furpri^e  and  admiration,  when  they  faw  him 
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preparing  to  ford  it  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  defiance  as  he  had 
flrewn  in  the  reft  of  his  march. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  operation  depended  on  preventing  the  enemy 
from  followins:  them  into  the  ford  throuo;h  the  avenues  of  the 

O O 

town  ; and  eighty  of  the  bravefl:  Pitans,  excellently  mounted  and 
in  complete  armour,  were  felefted  for  this  important  fervice,  under 
the  command  of  their  general  IMufiapha  Khan,  whom  Zaindee 
Hamed  and  Meer  Jaffier  joined  as  volunteers.  This  intrepid 
troop  maintained  their  poft  until  Allaverdy  with  the  main  body 
had  crofTed  the  river  ; when  they  likewife  began  to  retreat ; and 
cutting  their  way  through  the  enemy,  all  but  fifteen  efcaped,  and 
pafTed  the  ford. 

As  foon  as  they  arrived,  Allaverdy  continued  his  march  to  Mux- 
adavad,  which  he  reached  the  next  day  : his  firft  attention,  after 
this  gallant  retreat,  was  to  reward  thofe  M^ho  had  fb  bravely 
feconded  his  own  perfeverance  and  courage.  Every  foldier  received 
a gratuity ; all  the  officers  promotion  : Meer  Jaffier,  who  had  fig- 
nalized  himfelf  at  the  paffiige  of  the  river,  additional  penfions  ; 
and  to  Muftapha  Khan  he  prefented  a million  of  rupees.  To 
Zaindee  Hamed  he  gave  the  firfi:  place  in  his  afFedion,  and  frorfi 
this  time  deftined  him  for  his  fucceffor  ; although  he  had  given 
his  only  daughter  in  marriage  to  Nowagis  Mahomed,  the  eldefi:  of 
Hodsfce’s  fons. 

The  hlorattoes,  as  foon  as  they  had  gained  fiifficient  intelligence, 
croffed  over  into  the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar,  and  ravaged  the  open 
country  ; but  did  not  venture  to  attack  the  capital ; and  the  ap- 
proach of  the  rainy  feafon,  during  which  the  fwelling  of  the  rivers 
would  have  confined  them  in  the  ifland,  deterred  them  from  con- 
tinuing on  it  more  than  three  days.  To  preferve  their  horfes,  they 
encamped  on  the  high  lands  of  Berbohin,  in  the  north- weft  part  of 
the  province.  JJere  they  were  enabled  to  form  proper  refolutions, 
by  the  advice  of  one  of  the  Soubah’s  officers,  named  Meer-abib, 
who  had  deferted  to  them  ; he  was  a man  of  fcheme,  method,  and 
activity,  had  been  deputy-governor  of  Dacca,  and  pofiTefifed  much 
general  knowledge  of  the  province.  Inftruded  by  him,  they  col- 
lected 
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Ie6lecl  the  revenues  of  the  countries  lying  to  the  weft  of  the  river 
Hughley.  He  likewife  enabled  them  to  form  a bridge  of  boats  at 
Cutwah,  and  having  procured  fome  pieces  of  artillery,  and  fome 
European  deferters  to  man  them,  he  built  two  floating  batteries  to 
defend  the  bridge,  ftationing  one  on  each  lide.  Thus  prepared,  as 
loon  as  the  rainy  feafon  was  pafled,  they  crofted  again  into  the 
ifland,  by  which  time  Allaverdy  had  augmented  his  army  by  levies 
made  in  Behar  to  50,000  men,  of  whom  20,000  were  cavalry,  and 
of  thefe  one  half  were  Pitans.  The  enemy’s  detachments,  never- 
thelefs,  trufting  to  the  hardineft  and  aftivity  of  their  horfes,  carried 
their  ravages  to  the  furthermoft  parts  of  the  ifland,  and  eluded  the 
troops  fent  by  Allaverdy  to  intercept  them,  who  at  length  took  the 
better  refolution  of  marching  with  his  whole  torce  towards  their 
bridge  at  Cutwah  ; on  which  Bafchir  Pondit  recalled  all  his  parties  ; 
and  the  whole  army  re-crofled  the  river,  but  in  fuch  a hurry  that 
they  negle6led  to  break  the  bridge.  Their  rear  had  fcarcely  pafled 
before  the  van  of  Allaverdy ’s  army  arrived,  but  the  fire  of  the 
floating  batteries  obliged  them  to  halt  until  their  artillery  came 
up,  which  foon  filenced  the  enemy’s ; when  the  Nabob’s  troops 
crouding  in  greater  numbers  than  the  bridge  could  fupport,  fome 
of  the  boats  funk,  and  a thouland  men  perifhed  : it  however  was 
fbon  repaired,  and  the  whole  army  crofted  ; but  the  Morattoes  ftill 
continued  to  avoid  every  encounter.  At  length  Allaverdy,  def|)airing 
of  ftriking  a decifive  blow  againft  fuch  an  enemy,  offered  to  treat ; 
but  Bafchir  Pondit,  elated  with  this  condefeenfion,  repeated  the 
fame  terms  as  he  had  propofed  at  Burdawan,  and  added  to  them 
that  the  fon  of  Suffraze  Khan  fliould  be  placed  in  the  Nabobfhip. 
Allaverdy,  flung  by  this  reproachful  propofal,  formed  a defign  of 
circumventing  his  enemies,  in  contempt  of  all  ref|)e6ts  divine  or 
human. 

Pretending  to  be  very’folicitous  of  peace,  he  propofed  a perfonal 
conference  with  Bafchir  Pondit ; who,  fufpefting  the  good  faith  of 
his  profeffions,  did  not  confent  to  the  interview  without  taking  fe- 
veral  precautions  againft  the  treachery  he  feared,  and  even  obliged 
Allaverdy  to  fwear  by  the  Koran,  that  he  would  ufe  none.  Jt 
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was  agreed  that  the  conference  fliould  be  held  in  a tent  pitched  in 
an  open  plain,  at  an  equal  difrance  between  the  two  camps  ; and 
that  each  of  the  chiefs  fhould  be  accompanied  by  fifteen  officers  on 
horfeback,  and  the  fame  number  of  unarmed  fervants  on  foot,  -w  ho 
were  to  take  care  of  their  horfes  ; but  the  care  of  piroviding  the  tent 
was  left  to  Allaverdy,  who  had  feduced  Bafchir  Pondit  into  this  neg- 
ligence, by  offering  to  fend  his  wife,  during  the  conference,  to 
vifit  the  wife  of  the  IMorattoe.  At  the  appointed  hour  the  two  chiefs 
advanced  to  the  tent,  each  of  them  having  feledled  for  his  retinue 
the  principal  and  bravefl:  officers  in  his  army  ; and  with  Allaverdy 
were  his  favourites,  Muftapha  Khan  and  Meer  Jaffier  : at  the  fame 
time  was  difcovered  moving  to  the  right  a long  train  of  covered 
pallankeens,  which  were  fuppofed  to  be  the  retinue  of  his  wife 
going  to  the  Morattoe  camp.  The  two  companies  met,  and  enter- 
ed the  tent  with  much  ceremony.  What  followed  is  varioufly 
told  ; the  prevailing  report  was,  that  the  conference  lafted  an  hour, 
which  feems  impoffible  ; for  on  a fignal,  50  armed  men  rufhed 
from  behind  the  fides  of  the  tent,  which  had  been  pitched  with  a 
double  lining  in  order  to  conceal  them  ; and,  joining  the  officers 
who  accompanied  Allaverdy,  began  the  work  of  affaffination. 
Bafchir  Pondit  with  all  his  attendants,  and  three  or  four  of  Allaverdy’s, 
were  killed  ; but  Allaverdy  himlelf  did  not  unfheathhis  fword.  The 
annals  of  Indoftan  fcarcely  afford  an  example  of  fuch  treacherous 
atrocity,  and  none  in  which  perfons  of  fuch  diftindlion  were  the  adlors. 
As  foon  as  the  maffacre  was  finifhed,  a fignal  was  thrown  out,  on 
which  the  army  of  Bengal  advanced  againfl  the  Morattoe  camp, 
and  were  joined  in  the  way  by  Allaverdy,  and  his  officers  from  the 
tent,  who  led  them  to  the  attack.  The  Morattoes  fled  on  every 
fide  in  confufion  ; but  reaffembled  again  to  the  weft  ward,  and  re- 
newed the  war  wdth  redoubled  devaftations  and  barbarity. 

Practice  and  encouragement  at  length  brought  the  Nabob’s  cavalry 
to  fight  the  enemy  in  their  own  way,  and  every  day  produced  a 
combat  or  fkirmifh  in  fome  part  or  other  of  the  country.  This 
irregular  war  continued  three  months,  when  the  Morattoes,  finding 
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their  numbers  much  diminifhed,  repaffed  the  weftern  mountains,  and 
quitted  the  province. 

The  whole  Morattoe  nation  in  its  two  divihons  of  Poni  and 
Berar,  determined  to  avenge  the  death  of  Bafchir  Pondit,  and  the 
remains  of  his  army  M^ere  fcarcely  retreated  before  two  others  were 
in  march  to  invade  Bengal ; each  confifted  of  60,000  men  ; but  acted 
independently.  The  army  of  Poni  was  com.manded  by  Ballerow 
Agerow,  fon  of  Ballerow,  who,  wdthout  dethroning  the  Sahah  Ra- 
jah, or  real  fovereign  of  the  Morattoes,  had  ufurped  the  whole 
authoritv  of  the  Rate,  which  he  tranfmltted  on  his  death  to  his  fon 
Balagerow.  The  other  army  was  commanded  by  Ragojee  Bonibla, 
who  had  fome  years  before  conquered,  and  had  ever  fince  governed 
the  province  of  Behar.  He  is  the  fame  who,  by  the  inftigation  of 
iNhzamuluck,  invaded  the  Carnatic  in  1740,  as  now  Bengal.  The 
army  w^ith  Ballerow  entered  the  province  of  Behar,  w'hllft  the  other, 
under  Ragojee,  marched  through  the  mountains  from  Berar  into 
Orixa.  Allaverdy,  on  the  news  of  their  approach,  broke  the  bridge 
at  Cutwah,  and  encamped  near  his  capital.  Meanwhile,  the  two 
Morattoe  armies,  advancing  wdthout  oppofition,  met  at  Burdawan  ; 
where  the  two  generals  agreed  that  the  w^ar  fliould  be  carried  on  in 
conjunction,  and  the  plunder  be  equally  divided.  At  the  fame  time 
they  were  joined  by  Mee'r-abib,  who,  as  before,  fixed  another 
bridge  at  Cutwah,  over  which  they  pafTed  into  the  ifland  of  Coffm- 
buzar  ; but  Allaverdy,  relying  on  the  fuccefs  of  lefs  hazardous 
meafures,  determined  neither  to  offer  or  accept  battle.  Amongft  the 
prifoners  taken  from  the  army  of  Bafchir  Pondit,  was  an  officer  of 
diftinCtion,  named  Shaferow,  whom  Allaverdy  had  attached  by 
feveral  aCts  of  generofity  ; in  return  for  which  Shaferow  now  em- 
ployed his  mediation  with  Ballerow  in  favour  of  Allaverdy,  w'hofe 
emiffaries  were  at  the  fame  time  fowing  diffention  between  the  twm 
IVIorattoe  generals,  perfuading  each  that  much  plunder  had  been 
fecreted  from  the  common  flock  of  the  army. 

'Fhe  explanations  that  enlued  on  this  lubjecl  produced  a coolnefs 
between,  them,  which  determined  Ballerow  to  agree  to  the  propofals 
of  Allaverdy,  who  offered  to  pay  two  millions  of  rupees,  on  con- 
dition 
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dition  that  both  the  Morattoe  armies  fliould  be  immediately  with- 
drawn, and  three  millions  more  as  foon  as  they  fhonld  be  arrived  in 
their  own  country.  Accordingly  it  was  agreed  that  Ballerow  and 
Allaverdy  fliould  meet  and  confer  together  on  the  30th  of  March ; 
but  fome  motions  made  that  day  by  the  troops  of  Ragojee  caufing 
Allaverdy  to  fuf]re61  treachery,  he  returned  to  his  camp  when  on 
the  way  to  the  place  appointed.  However,  on  the  3d  of  April 
they  met.  The  conference  lafted  two  hours,  during  which  the 
treaty  was  ratified.  Ragojee  dilTembled  his  difapprobation,  until  all 
the  Morattoes  had  quitted  the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar,  when  he 
openly  refufed  to  accept  the  treaty  ; and  Ballerow,  who  had  received 
the  two  millions  of  rupees,  gave  himfelf  no  trouble  either  to  per- 
luade  or  compel  him,  but  marched  away  with  his  own  troops  and 
the  money. 

Allaverdv,  more  fatisfied  with  havins;  removed  one  half  of  his 
enemies,  than  difappointed  at  the  refufal  of  Ragojee,  immediately 
marched  againR  him.  But  the  Morattoes,  as  ufual,  avoided  all  en- 
counters of  rifque,  and  ravaged  the  defencelefs  parts  of  the  country 
until  the  month  of  June,  when  they  retired  into  Orixa,  and  in  a 
few  days  reduced  the  whole  province ; of  which  Ragojee,  with  the 
confent  of  his  officers,  gave  the  government  to  Meer-abib.  As  foon 
as  the  rainy  feafon  was  paffed,  fome  of  their  detachments  again 
infeRed  Bengal;  and  in  March  1744,  new  parties,  allured  by  the 
fuccefs  of  their  countrymen,  traverfed,  plundering  as  they  went,  all 
Behar  and  Bengal,  in  their  way  to  the  main  body,  udiicli  remained 
in  Orixa.  The  three  following  months  Allaverdy  was  employed 
in  beating  up  the  parties  that  remained  in  Bengal,  and  as  foon  as  the 
rains  ceafed,  he  marched  with  his  whole  force  into  Orixa  ; where 
by  continual  Rratagems  he  brought  on  feveral  encounters,  in  which 
the  Morattoes  iuffered  confiderably  ; and  purfiiing  thefe  advantages, 
he  in  Icfs  than  three  months  obliged  them  to  quit  the  province  and 
retire  to  the  weftward.  However,  he  was  fcarcely  returned  to 
Muxadavad,  in  February  i 745,  when  they  renewed  their  incurfions  ; 
but  their  detachments  were  not  formidable  enough  to  require  the 
fame  ftrefs  of  oppofition  which  had  hitherto  employed  his  whole 

force 
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force  and  attention.  He  therefore,  in  O6lober,  detached  a large  1756. 
body  of  troops  to  Patna,  under  the  command  of  his  nephew  Zaindee 
Hamed,  and  now  began  to  have  fome  profpe61;  of  tranquillity ; which, 
neverthelefs,  liill  fled  before  him. 

The  reputation  of  Muftapha  Khan,  and  his  influence  amongfl;  the 
foldiery,  had  for  fome  time  rendered  him  obnoxious  to  the  fuf[3icions 
of  Hodgee,  who  concluded,  that  if  he  did  not  already  entertain 
dangerous  views,  he  might  afpire  at  the  fovereignty  after  the  death 
of  Allaverdy,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  ion  Zaindee  Hamed:  but 
mere  arguments  could  not  induce  Allaverdy,  who  feared  nothing, 
to  entertain  this  opinion  of  a fellow  Ibldier,  by  whom  he  had  always 
been  ferved  with  fidelity,  and  had  on  all  occafions  generoufly  re- 
warded. Pie  demanded  proofs,  which  were  fupplled  by  letters  that 
feemed  to  be  written  by  Meer-abib  to  Muflapha  Khan,  implying  a 
previous  correfpondence,  exhorting  the  Pitan  to  aflalfinate  Allaverdy, 
and  promifing  him  the  afliftance  of  the  Morattoes  to  feize  and  main- 
tain the  government.  Allaverdy,  not  fufpcfting  that  Hodgee  would 
dare  to  ufe  fuch  an  artifice  in  an  affair  of  fo  great  importance,  be- 
lieved the  impofition,  and  determined  to  put  Muflapha  Khan  to 
death  at  the  next  vifit ; whofe  friends  advifed  him  of  the  danger  ; 
on  which  he  inftantly  marched  away  with  the  body  of  3000  Pitans 
under  his  immediate  command,  and  was  the  next  day  followed  and 
joined  by  the  fame  number,  with  their  officer  Sumflieer  Khan  ; all 
took  their  way  towards  Behar. 

Their  departure  confirming  Allaverdy  in  his  belief  of  Hodgee’s  1746. 
reprefentations,  he  ordered  Zaindee  Hamed  to  advance  from  Patna, 
in  order  to  flop  the  retreat  of  the  Pitans,  whilfl:  he  himl'elf  fol- 
lowed them  with  his  own  army,  which  overtook  them  half  way 
between  Tacriagully  and  Patna,  before  Zaindee  Hamed  appeared  in 
fight.  Muflapha  Khan  therefore  gave  battle  without  delay;  the  con- 
flidl  was  (harp  and  obflinate,  notwithflanding  the  difparity  of  num- 
bers : and  the  fuccefs  remained  doubtful,  until  the  two  chiefs  cam.e 
within  reach  of  one  another,  when  a party  of  men,  armed  with 
matchlocks,  vvho  had  been  taught  to  fhoot  at  a mark,  and  were 
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appointed  to  guard  the  elephant  on  which  Allaverdy  rode,  fired  a 
volley  direfted  againft  the  perfon  of  Muftapha  Khan,  and  killed 
him  ; on  which  Sumfheer  Khan  gave  the  fignal  of  retreat,  and, 
paffing  at  a diftance  from  Zaindee  Hamed’s  march,  retreated  out 
of  the  province,  and  proceeded  to  his  own  country,  to  the  eaft  of 
the  Jumna. 

After  the  battle,  Hodgee,  who  had  accompanied  his  brother, 
went  to  Patna,  in  order  to  fuperintend  the  civil  adminiftration  of 
Behar  ; and  having  brought  with  him  the  head  of  Muftapha  Khan, 
caufed  it  to  be  carried  on  a pole  round  the  city,  during  which  pro- 
ceffion  it  was  infulted  by  the  multitude  with  every  indignity.  Alla- 
veldy  haftened  back  to  Bengal,  which,  during  his  abfence,  had  been 
expofed  to  the  return  and  depredations  of  the  whole  body  of  Mo- 
rattoes,  which  he  had  driven  out  of  Orixa.  Thus  ended  the  year 
1 746.  Continual  marches  and  a few  indecifive  Ikirmilhes  employed 
him  until  the  end  of  1747,  when  events  of  more  dangerous  con- 
fequence  called  forth  the  exertion  of  his  utmofi:  refolution. 

Meer-abib,  who,  fince  his  defedlion,  had  loft  no  opportunity  of 
diftrefting  Allaverdy,  had  entered  into  a correlpondence  with  Sum- 
flieer  Khan,  immediately  after  the  death  of  Muftapha  ; in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  Pitan,  with  8000  ofhis  countrymen,  appeared 
in  December  on  the  bank  of  the  Ganges,  oppofite  to  the  city  of  ' 
Patna  ; which  intending  to  fiirprize,  he  tendered  the  fervice  of  his 
troops  to  Zaindee  Hamed.  Hodgee,  it  is  faid,  had  received  fome 
intelligence  of  the  connexion  exifting  between  Sumfheer  Khan  and 
Meer-abib ; and  advifed  his  fon  to  proje6l  an  interview,  in  which 
all  the  Pitan  officers  might  be  blown  up  by  a mine  of  gunpowder  ; 
but  Zaindee  Hamed,  fufpefting  his  father’s  intelligence,  reje61ed 
the  propofal,  and  waited  for  the  orders  of  Allaverdy  ; who  inftrufled 
him  to  inlift  the  Pitans,  and  afterwards  to  take  the  firft  opportunity 
of  deftroying  their  chiefs.  Accordingly,  the  terms  of  agreement 
were  fettled,  and  the  principal  officers,  accompanied  by  2000  of 
their  foldiery,  crofted  the  river  : they  were  received  by  Zaindee 
Hamed  in  a tent  pitched  at  a little  diftance  from  the  city.  Sum- 
fheer 
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fheer  Khan  approached  the  firfl:,  made  his  obeifance,  and  having  re- 
ceived from  Zaindee  a roll  of  beetel,  as  a pledge  of  friendfhip,  took 
his  place,  Handing  behind  him  as  an  officer  now  rated  in  his  fervice. 
Eleven  other  officers  went  through  the  fame  ceremony ; and  when 
Zaindee  Hamed  was  prefenting  the  beetel  to  the  thirteenth,  the 
officer  who  had  laft  received  it  plunged  a dagger  over  his  fhoulder 
into  his  heart.  In  the  fame  inllant  the  others  fell  on  thofe  of 
Zaindee’s  retinue  who  were  ftaiiding  neareft  his  perfon,  whilft  the 
Pitan  foldiers  attacked  the  reft  and  his  guards.  The  aftoniftiment 
on  one  fide  being  as  great  as  the  impetuolity  on  the  other,  all  the 
attendants  of  Zaindee  Hamed  were  foon  difperfed  ; and  during  the 
conflidt  a party  of  Pitans  galloped  to  the  gate  of  the  city,  of  which 
they  kept  pofleffion,  until  Sumfheer  Khan  arrived  with  the  reft. 

Here  the  confternation  was  fo  great,  that  no  one  thought  of  re- 
fiftance  ; and  the  Pitans,  cutting  down  all  they  met,  proceeded  and 
got  pofteffion  of  the  citadel.  Their  lirft  care  now  was  to  feek  for 
Plodgee,  in  order  to  retaliate  the  death  of  their  leader  Muftapha 
Khan,  and  the  ignominy  with  which  Hodgee  had  treated  his  re- 
mains ; he  was  taken,  endeavouring  to  efcape  in  a covered  pallan- 
keen,  and  immediately  fcourged  in  public,  like  a common  criminal  ; 
after  which  he  was  led  through  the  city  on  an  afs,  with  his  legs  tied 
under  the  belly,  and  his  face  painted  half  black,  half  white  ; during 
which  proceffion  he  was  infulted  with  every  feoff  and  mockery  that 
deteftation  could  fuggeft.  Five  millions  of  rupees  were  found  in  his 
houfe  ; and  the  fcourge  was  again  repeated,  in  order  to  extort  a con- 
feffion  of  the  treafures  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  concealed  ; but 
whether  he  really  had  no  more,  or  believed  that  no  confeffion  would 
exempt  him  from  future  torture,  he  bore  that  which  was  now  in- 
lli6led  on  him  until  his  life  was  in  danger ; when  Sumfheer  Khan, 
defirous  of  referving  him  for  more  lingering  and  exquifite  fufferings, 
ordered  him  to  be  taken  care  of  : but  the  unfortunate  and  hiarh- 
minded  wife  of  Zaindee  found  means  to  convey  to  him  a dofe  of 
poifon,  which  in  a few  hours  releafed  him  from  all  his  agonies.  His 
fate  excited  no  commTferation  j for  his  avarice,  perfidy,  and  cruelt\', 
had  rendered  him  execrable  to  every  rank  and  condition, 
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The  main  body  of  Pitans,  croffing  the  river,  joined  tliofe  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  city,  and  during  three  days  rioted  in  maflacre  and 
rapine  : after  the  tumult  fubfided,  Sumflieer  Khan  edablifhed  officers 
to  govern  the  city,  raifed  contributions  from  the  neighbouring 
didrifts,  and  levied  troops. 

The  news  of  thefe  difafters  overpowered  all  the  fortitude  of  Al- 
iaverdv,  and  rendered  him  for  fome  days  incapable  of  attending  to 
the  concerns  of  his  government  : his  grief  was  mollly  paid  to  the 
memorv  of  Zaindee  Hamed,  who  was  the  only  one  of  his  family 
worthy  to  fucceed  him.  However,  the  deiire  of  revenge  recalled 
his  wonted  firmnefs,  and  he  appeared  again  with  new  \dgour,  aug- 
menting his  army,  and  impro^dng  it  by  new  difeipline  : he  likewife 
folicltouily  attached  to  his  perfon  the  4000  Pitans,  who  had  re- 
mained with  him  after  the  retreat  of  Muflapha  Khan.  Thus  ani- 
mated and  prepared,  he  took  the  field  in  the  month  of  March  with 
25,000  horfe  and  15,000  foot,  and  proceeded  into  Behar  through  the 
pals  of  Tacriagully. 

In  this  inter\'al,  Sumfheer  Khan  had  likewife  levied  5000  horfe 
and  10,000  foot,  with  which  and  his  8000  Pitans  he  took  the 
field,  and  encamped  about  20  miles  to  the  eafl  of  Patna,  having 
concerted  with  theMorattoes  that  they  Ihould  fall  upon  Allaverdy’s 
rear,  whilfl:  the  Pitans  attacked  him  in  front.  In  confequence  of 
this  agreement  Meer-abib  and  Ragojee  had  entered  the  country  of 
Burdawan,  waiting  the  motions  of  Allaverdy  to  diredl:  their  own  : 
and  as  foon  as  he  had  paffed  Tacriagully,  they,  by  a Ihorter  route, 
crofled  the  mountains,  feventy  miles  to  the  weft,  through  thepafles 
of  Berbohin,  and  arrived  in  the  middle  of  Behar  almoft  as  foon  as 
the  army  of  Bengal.  Allaverdy  faw  his  danger;  but  neverthelels 
proceeded,  and  wffien  near  the  encampment  of  Sumfheer  Khan,  left 
his  own  tents  and  baggage  ftanding  on  the  plain,  with  only  a fmall 
force  to  guard  them,  and  marched  on  to  give  the  Pitans  battle  ; who 
met  him  wdthout  hefitation.  The  Morattoes  in  the  rear  were  within 
a march  of  the  battle  ; but,  as  he  had  forefeen,  flopped  at  the  camp, 
and,  during  the  confli6l,  employed  themfelves  in  plundering  the 
fpoil,  inftead  of  aflifting  their  allies ; the  battle,  nevertheleft,  was 
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the  mofi:  fierce  and  obftinate  that  had  for  many  years  been  fought  in  1756. 
Indoftan.  Allaverdy  had  forefeen  the  fury  of  their  onfets,  and  re-  '^4^ 
mained  in  the  rear  in  order  to  rally  his  own  troops.  Neverthelefs, 
the  Pitans  would  in  all  probability  have  been  vidorious,  had  he  not 
interfjDerfed  his  cavalry  with  matchlock  men  ; who,  firing  M'ith  aim, 
fhot,  one  after  another,  moft  of  their  principal  officers,  and  at  laft 
Sumfheer  Khan  himfelf,  juft  as  he  had  cut  his  way  to  the  elephant 
on  which  Allaverdy  fuperintended  the  battle.  His  death,  as  ufual, 
decided  the  victory.  The  Pitans  haftened  back  to  Patna,  where 
they  remained  gathering  together  their  own  effetrts,  and  plundering 
whatfoever  they  could  find  valuable  belonging  to  the  inhabitants, 
until 'the  army  of  Bengal  appeared  in  fight,  when  they  quitted 
the  city,  and  croffing  the  Ganges,  marched  away  to  their  own 
country. 

Allaverdy  having  fettled  the  government  of  Behar,  returned  be- 
fore the  rainy  feafon  to  Muxadavad.  The  Morattoes,  after  the  de- 
feat of  Sumflieer  Khan,  divided  into  feveral  detachments,  of  which 
fome  infefted  Behar,  fome  Bengal,  and  others  Orixa  ; but  their  ope- 
rations were  not  formidable  enough  to  call  Allaverdy  himfelf  again 
into  the  field  : and  he  committed  the  conduft  of  the  war  to  his 
general  Meer  Jaffier,  who  was  continually  emploved  in  interrupting 
or  dlftodging  their  parties. 

The  war,  ever  fince  the  retreat  of  Ballerow  in  1743,  had  been 
principally  carried  on  by  the  Morattoes  of  Ragogee  Bonfola  from 
Behar,  joined  fometimes  by  partizans  and  adventurers  from  other 
countries.  In  1749,  Ragogee  affifted  Nazirjing  in  his  expedition  1749. 
into  the  Carnatic  with  10,000  horfe,  under  the  command  of  his 
foil  Jonagi,  which,  with  other  expeditions,  difabled  him  from  re- 
cruiting the  lofles  fuftained  by  his  army  in  Bengal,  which  was  con- 
tinually diminiffiing  by  fight  or  fatigue.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
next  year  Meer  Jaffier  pent  up  5000  of  their  horfe  in  the  mountains  1750^ 

- of  Behar,  and  put  more  than  one  half  of  them  to  the  fword. 

At  this  time  much  confufion  reigned  at  Delhi.  The  army  of 
the  Emperor  Hamed  Schah,  commanded  by  his  vizir  Seifdar  Jung, 
had  been  routed  in  the  preceding  year  by  the  Rohillas,  a tribe  of 
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1756.  Pitans  tributary  to  the  province  of  Oude,  who  20  years  before  were 
of  littlo  note  or  eftimation  ; and  to  repair  this  difgrace,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  hire  40,000  Morattoes  of  Balagerow,  who  had  fucceeded 
his  father  Ballerow  in  the  government  of  Poni.  Its  own  diftrefs 
therefore  deprived  the  throne  of  farther  means  to  excite  more 
enemies  againfl:  Allaverdy,  in  whom,  on  the  other  hand,  the  in- 
firmities of  age  feemed  to  have  quelled  the  ambitious  fpirit  which 
had  rendered  him  fo  formidable  to  the  empire.  The  Court  of  Delhi, 
therefore,  as  the  bed;  compromife,  confented  to  confirm  him  Subah 
of  Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orixa,  on  condition  that  he  fhould  annually 
remit  the  ufual  tribute  of  fix  millions  of  rupees. 

The  patents  were  publiflied  at  hluxadavad  foon  after  the  body  of 
5000  Morattoes  were  defeated  in  Behar,  and  Allaverdy  improving 
both  circumflances,  opened  a negociation  with  their  leaders,  con- 
fenting  to  leave  them  in  pofTeffion  of  the  fouthern  part  of  Orixa  until 
a firm  peace  could  be  fettled  with  the  heads  of  the  nation,  provided 
all  their  parties  were  immediately  withdrawn  out  of  the  provinces 
of  Bengal  and  Behar.  The  terms  were  accepted,  and  he  foon  after 
1751.  fent  an  embafTador  to  Poni;  but  a variety  of  references  and  difcuf- 
fions  delayed  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  to  the  end  of  the  year 
^753*  I753>  when  it  was  agreed  that  Allaverdy  fhould  annually  pay  the 

fum  of  120,000  rupees,  and  that  all  Orixa,  fouth  of  Catteck,  fhould 
be  ceded  to  the  Morattoe  dominion  in  perpetuity,  and  that  they 
fhould  receive  half  the  revenues  of  the  northern  part  as  far  as  the 
river  of  Pipli,  with  the  permiflion  of  appointing  officers,  who,  to- 
gether with  the  Nabob’s,  were  to  fuperintend  the  colledlions. 

Thus  ended  this  war.  All  the  countries  lying  to  the  eafi:  of  the 
great  and  leffer  Ganges,  excepting  the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar,  were 
defended  by  thefe  rivers  from  the  calamities  which  afflidted  Orixa, 
the  weftern  part  of  Bengal,  and  the  fouthern  region  of  Behar,  where 
the  pufillanimous  inhabitants  were  continually  taking  flight,  even  on 
imaginary  alarms,  and  wandering  from  their  homes  found  no  re- 
fources  of  charity  in  their  countrymen  ; for  the  fear  of  contami- 
nation prevents  all  of  the  Indian  religion  from  giving  fhelter,  or 
adminiftering  to  the  wants  of  any,  who  are  not  known  or  recom- 
mended 
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mended  to  them,  and  confining  all  their  fentiments  of  humanity  to  1756. 
perfons  of  their  own  caft,  they  fuffer  the  ftranger  to  perifh  without  ''7^53!^ 
compalfion.  Nor  could  the  advantages  of  a climate,  in  which  fuel 
and  raiment  are  fcarcely  neceflary,  countervail  the  deftrudlive  effects 
of  this  general  timidity  and  uncharitablenefs. 

Examples  of  thefe  diftrefifes  were  frequently  feen  by  the  Englifh  - 
at  Calcutta,  to  which  place  the  inhabitants  of  the  oppofite  fide  of 
the  river  often  came  over  in  great  numbers  for  refuge,  and  perifhed 
through  want ; communicating  their  own  terrors  to  thole  of  whom 
they  afked  relief;  infomuch,  that  in  the  year  i 742  the  Indian  in-  , 

habitants  of  the  colony  requeued  and  obtained  permiffion  to  dig  a 
ditch  at  their  'own  expence,  round  the  company’s  bounds,  from  the 
northern  part  of  Soota-nutty  to  the  fouthern  part  of  Govindpore. 

This  work  would  extend  feven  miles,  whilft  the  force  to  defend  it 
did  not  exceed  300  Europeans  and  500  peons.  In  fix  months  three 
miles  were  finifhed  : when  the  inhabitants,  feeing  that  no  Morattoes 
had  ever  been  on  the  v/eftern  fide  of  the  river  within  fixty  miles  of 
Calcutta  ; and  that  Allaverdy  exerted  himfelf  vigoroufly  to  prevent 
their  incurfions  into  the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar,  difcontinued  the 
work  ; which  from  the  occafion  was  called  the  Morattoe  ditch. 

Allaverdy  made  no  objedion  to  this  work  ; and  moreover  per-- 
mitted  the  Englifh,  in  the  fame  year,  to  raife  a rampart  with  baf- 
tions  of  brickwork  round  their  fadfory  at  Coffimbuzar.  But  the 
reft. of  his  condufl  fhewed  that  thefe  indulgences  did  not  proceed 
from  any  defire  of  courting  the  Europeans  in  times  of  difficulty  : 
for,  notwithftanding  the  fervices  which  he  might  have  received 
from  their  garrifons,  he  never  afked  their  affiftance.  He  forbid 
the  Englifh  and  French  from  committing  any  hoflilities  againft  each 
other  in  his  dominions,  during  the  war  declared  between  the  two 
nations  in  1741  ; and,  in  the  year  1748,  he,  on  fome  contempt  of 
his  authoi  ity,  attacked  and  drove  the  fa6lors  of  the  Offend  com-  - 
pany  out  of  the  river  of  Hughley  ; and  he  feveral  times  exacded 
money  of  the  Englifh,  French,  and  Dutch  fettlements  ; alledging, 
that  they  ought  to  contribute  to  the  expence,  as  they  participated 
of  the  protedion,  of  his  arms.  The  prefidency  of  Calcutta,,  not  com- 
plying.. 
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1756.  P^yw'Jg  with  his  demands  on  the  hrfl  fummons,  he  more  than  once 
hopped  their  trade  ; however,  all  they  paid  from  his  acceffion  did 
not  exceed  100,000  pounds  heiiing  ; wliich  on  an  average  was  not 
two  in  a hundred  on  the  amount  of  their  inveftments  to  the  end  of 
the  war. 

The  hlorattoes  during  the  war  made  only  one  coniiderable  de- 
predation on  the  Englifh  trade.  This  was  in  the  year  i 748,  when 
they  hopped  a fleet  of  boats  coming  from  Cofhmbuzar  to  Calcutta, 
and  plundered  it  of  300  bales  of  raw  fllk  belonging  to  the  company. 
But  the  advantages  of  the  European  commerce  in  general  were  much 
impaired  by  the  dihrehes  of  the  province,  which  enhanced  the  prices 
and  debafed  the  fabrics  of  all  kinds  of  manufadlures. 

The  difficulties  which  Allaverdy  had  encountered  and  furmounted 
fince  his  acceffion,  obliterated  in  the  minds  of  his  fubjedls  whatfoever 
detehation  they  might  have  conceived  againh  his  ufurpation  of 
the  fovereignty : his  attention  to  protedl  them  from  the  vio- 
lences and  iniquities  of  his  officers,  ailing  either  with  civil  or  mili- 
tary authority,  had  gained  him  the  public  reverence  and  efteem  : 
and  fuch  was  the  opennefs  and  generofity  of  his  charafter  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  in  which  his  ambition  was  not  thwarted,  that  his  ingrati- 
tude to  his  benefadlor  Sujah  Khan,  the  murder  of  Bafchir  Pondit, 
and  his  intentions  to  cut  off  Muflapha  Khan,  were  imputed,  al- 
though abfurdly,  to  the  influence  which  his  brother  Hodgee  was 
fuppofed  to  have  over  all  his  refolutions  : he  remained,  perhaps,,  the 
only  prince  in  the  eafl  whom  none  of  his  fubjefls  wifhed  to  affaf- 
finate.  But  he  was  no  fooner  arri\'ed  at  this-degree  of  reputation 
and  fortune,  tlian  increafing  infirmities  warned  him  of  his  ap- 
proaching end  ; and  his  injudicious  choice  of  a fucceffor,  embittered 
his  latter  days  with  as  many  anxieties  as  he  had  fuffered  in  the  refi: 
of  his  reign. 

Having  no  male  iffue  or  defcendants,  the  fucceffion  naturally  de- 
volved into  the  family  of  his  brother  Hodgee,  who  had  three  fons, 
Nowagis  Mahomed,  Zaindee  Hamed,  and  Sid  Hamed  : Nowagis 
married  the  only  daughter  of  Allaverdy,  by  whom  he  had  no 
. iffue ; Sid  Hamed  had  a fon  ; and  Zaindee  Hamed  left  two,  of 

whom 


Jlookyr.  Allaverdy. 

whom  the  elder,  named  Mirza  Mahmud,  was  adopted  by  Allaverdy, 
and  the  other,  named  Moorad  Dowlah,  by  Nowagis  Mahomed. 
The  fuperior  qualities  of  Zaindee  juftified  Allaverdy  in  preferring 
him  to  his  elder  brother  Nowagis,  a man  of  much  lefs  refolutioii 
and  capacity  ; but  after  the  death  of  Zaindee  there  remained  no 
realbn  to  exclude  Nowagis  again  from  the  fucceffion : for  he  was  of 
a better  character  than  his  brother  Sid  Hamed  ; and  of  the  tw^o 
children  left  by  Zaindee,  the  younger,  Moorad  Dowlah,  was  weak 
of  intelle6l,  and  the  elder,  Mirza  Mahmud,  a youth  of  feventeen 
years,  had  difcovered  the  mofl  vicious  propenfities,  at  an  age  when 
only  follies  are  expefled  from  princes.  But  the  great  afFc61ion 
which  Allaverdy  had  borne  to  the  father  was  transferred  to  this  fon, 
whom  he  had  for  fome  years  bred  in  his  own  palace  ; where,  in- 
Ifead  of  correfling  the  evil  difpofitions  of  his  nature,  he  fuffered 
them  to  increafe  by  overweening  indulgence  : born  without  com- 
paffion,  it  was  one  of  the  amufements  of  Mirza  Mahmud’s  child- 
hood to  torture  birds  and  animals  ; and,  taught  by  his  minions  to 
regard  himfelf  as  of  a fuperior  order  of  beings,  his  natural  cruelty 
hardened  by  habit,  rendered  him  as  infenfible  to  the  fufferings  of 
his  own  fpecies  as  of  the  brute  creation  : in  conception  he  was  not 
flow,  but  abfurd  ; obftinate,  fullen,  and  impatient  of  contradidion  ; 
but,  notwithftanding  his  infolent  contempt  of  mankind,  innate 
cowardice,  and  the  confufion  of  his  ideas,  rendered  him  fufpicious 
of  all  who  approached  him,  excepting  his  favourites,  who  were 
buffoons  and  profligate  men,  raifed  from  menial  fervants  to  be  his 
companions  : with  thefe  he  lived  in  every  kind  of  intemperance 
and  debauchery,  and  more  efpecially  in  drinking  f])irituous  liquors 
to  an  excels,  which  inflamed  his  paffions,  and  impaired  the  little  un- 
derflanding  with  which  he  was  born.  He  had,  however,  cunning 
enough  to  carry  himfelf  with  much  demurenefs  in  the  prefence  of 
Allaverdy,  whom  no  one  ventured  to  inform  of  his  real  chara6fer  ; 
for  in  defpotic  flates  the  fovereign  is  always  the  lafl;  to  hear  what  it 
concerns  him  mofl  to  know. 

This  youth  in  the  year  1753  Allaverdy  declared  his  fuccelTor, 
and  from  this  time  fuffered  him  to  a(fl  in  the  s:o\'ernment  of  the 
VoL.  II.  \ G provinces 
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provinces  with  great  authority  ; whilft  his  fubje6ls  beheld  with  equal 
lurprii'e  and  confternation  an  inftance  of  fuch  dotage  in  a prince^ 
whole  judgment  had  never  failed  him  until  this,  the  moll:  impor- 
tant option  of  his  life.  The  doom  was,  however,  irrevocable,  and 
Mirza  Mahmud  on  his  appointment  received  the  name  of  Chiragee- 
al-Dowla,  iignifying  the  lamp  of  riches,  by  which  he  was  after- 
wards called  ; but  by  the  Europeans,  Surajah  Do^vlah.  His  uncles, 
Nowagis  and  Sid  Hamed,  did  not  indeed  break  out  into  open  re- 
bellion, but  Ihewed  fo  much  difcontent,  that  Allaverdy  -was  con- 
vinced they  would  difpiUe  the  fucceffion  after  his  death  ; and  know- 
ing that  Nou^agis  Mahomed  w^as  governed  by  a man  of  abilities, 
named  HolTein  Cooley  Khan,  he  determined  to  remo\^e  this  mi- 
nifter.  But  Nowagis  having  for  fome  years  held  the  government 
of  Dacca  with  its  appurtenances,  had  acquired  great  w^ealth,  w'hich 
enabled  him  to  maintain  a laro-e  retinue  of  armed  men  in  conlfant 
pay ; and  the  city  of  Dacca  was  at  this  time  governed  by  a nephew 
of  HolTein  Cooley  Khan  : Allaverdy  therefore  was  apprehenlive  that 
Nowagis  might  retire  to  Dacca,  and  throw  off  his  allegiance,  if  he 
iliould  take  the  alarm,  W'hillf  that  city  remained  under  his  autho- 
rity ; but  Surajah  Dowlah  undertook  to  remove  the  nephew  of  Hof- 
fein  Cooley  Khan,  and  fent  a party  of  aflaffins,  who  entering  Dacca 
in  difguife  ftabbed  him  in  the  dead  of  night.  As  foon  as  his  death 
was  knowm  at  Muxadavad,  Nowagis  took  up  arms,  but  more  from, 
apprehenlions  of  his  own  danger  than  wdth  intention  to  revenge 
the  injury  : Allaverdy  therefore  ealily  quelled  this  infurre61ion , by 
alTuring  him  that  the  murder  had  been  committed  without  the  par- 
ticipation either  of  himfelf,  or  Surajah  Dowlah.  Some  days  after 
the  tumult  was  quieted,  Surajah  Dowlah  caufed  HolTein  Cooley 
Khan  himfelf  to  be  alTafrinated  in  open  day,  as  he  was  paffing 
through  the  fiireets  of  Muxadavad. 

Thefe  murders  increafed  the  gloomy  conjedlures  \vhlch  the  ap- 
pointment of  Surajah  Dowlah  to  the  lucceflion  had  already  railed, 
in  the  minds  of  the  people.  His  uncles  Nowagis  and  Sid  Hamed 
had  hitherto  a6led  independently  of  each  other,  but  now  united  ; 
and  although  their  reverence  to  Allaverdy  reftrained  them  fi  om  revolt 
Q during 
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during  his  life,  they  augmented  their  forces  and  the  number  of  their  1756. 

dependants.  In  this  ftate  of  mutual  fufpicion  the  two  parties  re- 
mained,  until  the  beginning  of  the  year  1 750,  when  both  Nowagis 
and  Sid  Hamed  died  of  fevers,  without  poifon. 

. Their  deaths  diffolved  indeed  the  union  of  their  houfes  ; but,  ne- 
verthelefs,  did  not  leave  Surajah  Dowlah  without  powerful  com- 
petitors : Nowagis  left  great  treafures  ; and  his  widow,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Allaverdy,  as  the  only  means  of  preferving  them,  determined 
to  difpute  the  fucceffion.  Her  fex  excluded  her  from  the  govern- 
ment, to  which  otherwife  fhe  was  the  natural  heir,  as  the  only  child 
of  Allaverdy.  And  the  younger  brother  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  who 
had  been  adopted  by  her  hufband,  was  dead  ; but  although  a ftrip- 
ling,  had  left  a fon,  who  was  about  two  years  old  ; and  this  infant 
Ihe  determined  to  hold  out  to  the  province  as  the  competitor  of  Su- 
rajah Dowlah.  At  the  fame  time,  the  fon  of  Sid  Flamed,  who 
governed  the  country  of  Purneah,  relying  on  the  general  deteftation 
which  was  entertained  againfl:  Surajah  Dowlah,  levded  forces,-  and' 
determined  to  oppofe  his  acceffion. 

A Gentoo,  named  Rajah-bullub,  had  fucceeded  HofTein  Cooley 
Khan  in  the  poft  of  Duan  or  prime-minifter  to  Nowagis  ; after 
whofe  death  his  influence  continued  with  the  widow,  with  whom 
he  was  fuppofed  to  be  more  intimate  than  became  either  her  rank, 
or  his  religion  ; but,  doubtful  of  the  event  of  the  impending  con- 
tefl:,  he  determined  to  place  his  family  and  treafures  out  of  the 
reach  of  danger  ; and  not  deeming  them  in  fafety  at  Dacca,  where 
they  had  remained  for  fome  time,  he  ordered  his  fon  KiflTendafs  to 
remove  them  from  that  city,  under  pretence  of  going  a pilgrimage 
to  the  Pagoda  of  Jagernaut,  on  the  coafl;  of  Orixa.  Accordingly, 
Kiflendafs  left  Dacca  with  feveral  loaded  boats  : but,  inflead  of  go- 
ing through  the  channels  at  the  bottom  of  the  Delta,  proceeded 
along  the  great  Ganges  to  the  Jelingeer  river,  through  which  he  en- 
tered the  river  of  Hughley  ; when  his  father  at  Muxadavad  re- 
quefled  Mr.  Watts,  the  Englifh  chief  at  Coflimbuzar,  to  obtain  per- 
miliion  of  the  prefidency  of  Calcutta,  that  Kiflendafs  with  his  fa- 
mily' might,  if  they  found  it  neceflary,  refl:  for  fome  days  in  the 
^ G 2 town. 
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I 7j6.  town,  by  which  the  boats  mufl  pafs,  in  their  v/ay  to  Orixa.  At 
the  fame  time  there  remained  no  hopes  of  Allaverdy’s  recovery  ; 
upon  which  the  widow  of  Nowagis  had  quitted  hluxadavad,  and 
encamped  with  10,000  men  at  Moota  Gill,  a garden  two  miles 
fouth  of  the  city,  and  many  now  began  to  think  and  to  fay  that  die 
would  prevail  in  her  oppofition  againft  Surajah  Dowlah.  hlr.  Watts 
therefore  was  eafily  induced  to  oblige  her  minifter,  and  advifed  the 
pref  dency  to  comply  with  his  requeft.  Tils  letter  to  the  prefidencv 
on  this  fubjeft  w'as  fcarcely  arrived  in  Calcutta,  before  the  boats  of 
Kiffendafs  appeared  in  fight : the  prefident,  hlr.  Drake,  was  at  this 
time  at  Ballafore  for  the  recovery  of  his  health  ; but  the  red:  of  the 
council,  relying  on  the  opinion  of  hlr.  Watts,  confented  to  admit 
Kiffendafs  into  the  town. 

Amongft  the  Gentoo  merchants  edablifhed  at  Calcutta,  was  one 
named  Omichund,  a man  of  great  fagacity  and  underdanding,  which 
he  had  employed  for  forty  years  with  unceafing  diligence  to  in- 
creafe  his  fortune.  The  prefidency  had  long  permitted  him  to 
provide  much  more  of  the  company’s  invedment  than  the  diare 
allowed  to  any  other  contra61or  ; by  V'hich,  and  other  indulgences, 
he  was  become  the  mod  opulent  inhabitant  in  the  colony.  The 
extent  of  his  habitation,  divided  into  various  departments  ; the 
number  of  his  fervants  continually  employed  in  various  occupations, 
and  a retinue  of  armed  men  in  condant  pay,  refembled  more  the 
date  of  a prince  than  the  condition  of  a merchant.  His  commerce 
extended  to  all  parts  of  Bengal  and  Behar,  and  by  prefents  and 
fervices  he  had  acquired  fo  much  influence  with  the  principal 
officers  of  the  government  of  Muxaclavad,.  that  the.  prefidency  in 
times  of  difficulty  ufed  to  employ  his  mediation  with  the  Nabob., 
This  pre-eminence,  however,  did  not  fail  to  render  him  the  objedl 
of  much  envy  : the  manufaftures  provided.for  the  company  having 
every  year  fince  the  fird  irruption  of  the  Morattoes  decreafed  ia 
quality  and  increafed  in  price,  much  of  this  detriment  was  imputed 
to  the  avarice  and  iniquity  of  Omichund  ; and  the  company  de- 
termining, if  poffible,  to  redore  their  invedment  to  the  former  con- 
ditjoa  of  price  and  quality,  relinquiffied  in  the  year  1753  their 
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iifual  method  of  contradling  with  merchants,  and  fent  Go- 
inajiahs^  or  Gentoo  faftors  in  their  own  pay,  to  provide  the  in- 
veftments  at  the  different  Aurungs,  or  cloth  markets  in  the  province. 
P'rom  this  time  Omichund  was  excluded  from  any  participation  in 
the  company’s  affairs,  which  diminifhing  his  commercial  advan- 
tages, vexed  his  avarice,  although  pofTeffed  of  four  millions  of  ru- 
])ees.  However,  he  ftill  continued  the  trade,  wdiich  he  ufed  to 
carry  on  independent  of  the  inveftment,  and  redoubled  his  attention 
to  maintain  his  importance  at  Muxadavad  ; in  confequence  of  which 
Rajah-bullubatthis  time  requefted  his  good  offices  to  his  fon  Kilfen- 
dafs,  whom  Omichund  received  on  his  arrival  with  much  hofpitality, 
and  lodged  the  family  in  a convenient  habitation. 

The  admiffion  of  Kiffendafs  into  Calcutta  was  foon  known  at 
Muxadavad.  It  wounded  the  pride  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  and  exafj^e- 
rated  his  mind  with  fuch  fuf])icions,  that  he  immediately  went  to 
Allaverdy,  and  told  him  that  he  was  well  informed  the  Plnglifh  in- 
tended to  fiipport  the  widow  of  Now^agis  Mahomed.  IVIr.  forth, 
the  furgeon  of  the  Englifh  faffory  at  Coflimbuzar,  who  attended 
Allaverdy  in  his  lad:  illnefs,  was  prefent,  and  Allaverdy,  inftead  of 
anfwering  Surajah  Dowlah,  quedloned  Mr.  Forth  concerning  the 
report,  who  replied,  that  it  was  raifed  by  the  enemies  of  the  En- 
glifh, in  order  to  hurt  them  in  his  favour,  and  that  on  examination 
it  would  appear  groundlefs  ; adding,  that  the  Englifh  had  no  other 
ambition  than  to  be  merchants  in  his  country.  Allaverdy  then 
afked  how  many  foldiers  were  in  the  fa£fory  at  Coflimbuzar  } Whe- 
ther the  Prench  or  the  Dutch  prefidencies  had  lately  fent  up  any  to 
their  fa6fories  in  that  town  r Where  the  Englifh  fhips  of  war  were  } 
Whether  they  would  come  to  Bengal  ? Whether  fbme  had  not 
been  in  the  river  of  Hughley  three  months  before  ? Why  the  fqua- 
dron  came  into  India  ? Whether  there  was  war  between  Eno-land 

O 

and  France  ? To  which  queftions  Mr.  Forth  replied,  without  de- 
viating from  the  truth : and  Allaverdy,  feeming  to  be  convinced 
that  the  expedfation  of  a war  with  France  had  brought  the  fqua- 
dron  to  India,  and  that  the  Pinglifh  at  Calcutta  were  In  no  condition 
to  rifk  the  dlfpleafure  of  his  government,  told  Surajali  Dowlah, 

that 
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1756..  that  he  gave  no  credit  to  his  information  ; who  replied,  that  he  could 
prove  it.  A few  days  after  this  converfation,  news  arrived  in  Bengal 
that  the  Englifh  had  taken  Gheria.  The  piracies  which  Angria 
had  for  fo  many  years  committed  on  the  fubjefls  of  the  Mogul 
had  rendered  his  name  famous  throughout  the  em])ire  ; and  there 
was  fcarce  a province  of  which  he  had  not  taken  fome  of  the  na- 
tives, who  concurred  in  defcribing  his  fortrefs  as  impregnable  : and 
various  rumours  now  prevailed  at  Muxadavad.  Some  laid  that  the 
Englifh  intended  to  fend  fixteen  fhips  to  make  war  in  Bengal  ; 
others,  that  Surajah  Dowlah  was  determined  to  fack  Calcutta,  and 
drive  the  Englifh  out  of  his  dominions  : and  Mr.  Watts  received 
pofitive  information  that  there  were  many  fpies  employed  by  the  go- 
vernment in  Calcutta  ; and  that  the  weaknefs  of  the  garrifon  and 
fortifications,  and  the  facility  with  which  the  place  might  be  taken, 
were  the  public  difcourfe  of  the  city  and  the  court.  The  prefidency 
on  this  information  ordered  flridl  fearch  to  be  made,  and  fe- 
veral  who  were  fufpedted  of  being  fpies,  were  turned  out  of  the 
company’s  bounds. 

At  length  the  long-expe6led  event  of  Allaverdy’s  death  happened 
on  the  9th  of  April : his  public  charadler  is  fufficiently  delineated 
hy  his  aftions : his  private  life  was  very  different  from  the  ufual 
manners  of  a Mahomedan  prince  in  Indoftan  ; for  he  was  extremely 
temperate,  had  no  pleafures,  kept  no  feraglio,  and  always  lived 
the  hufband  of  one  wife.  Warned  by  the  experience  of  his  own 
ambition,  the  defedtion  of  Meer-abib,  and  the  rebellion  of  Mufla- 
pha  Cawn,  he  declined  as  much  as  poffible  to  entruft  any  Mahome- 
dan, excepting  of  his  own  lineage,  with  any  power  out  of  his  fight, 
which  might  either  tempt  or  enable  him  to  revolt : but  kept  his 
army,  which  confifled  chiefly  of  Mahomedans,  continually  under 
his  own  eye,  or  never  fuffered  a large  body  of  the  fame  troops  to  re- 
main long  enough  at  a diffance  to  be  feduced  from  their  obedience. 
At  the  fame  time  he  paid  them  well  and  regularly,  and  rewarded 
the  officers  of  merit  and  diffinffion,  either  with  ready  money  or 
with  jaghires,  which  were  always  rents  arifing  from  lands  over 
which  they  w^ere  not  fuffered  to  have  any  extenffve  jurildiftion. 

But 
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But  he  preferred  the  fervice  of  Gentoos  in  every  office  and  dignity 
of  the  ftate,  excepting  in  the  ranks  of  the  army,  for  which  they 
neither  v/iffied  nor  were  fit,  and  feemcd  to  regard  the  increafe  of 
their  wealth  as  his  own.  Roydulub  was  his  duan,  or  treafurer,  and 
his  confidential  minifler  ; Ramramfing  the  Rajah  of  Midnapore,  the 
mafler  of  the  fpies  and  meffiengers.  The  governments  which  he 
gave  to  his  nephews,  the  fons  and  grandfons  of  Hodgee,  as  well  as 
the  interior  eftablifhment  of  their  families,  were  regulated  by  Gentoos, 
He  encouraged  the  immenfe  opulence  of  the  Seats,  and  admitted  them 
to  his  moR  fecret  councils  ; he  gave  the  government  of  Hughley 
and  its  diftridl,  in  which  all  the  European  I'ettlements  on  the  river 
are  fituated,  to  Monikehund  ; and  after  the  affirffination  of  Zaindee 
Hamed,  he  would  not  trufi;  the  government  of  Behar,  notwithRanding 
its  importance  as  a piovince  and  a frontier,  to  Meer  Jaffier,  although 
his  brother-in-law,  and  the  firR  officer  in  his  army  ; but  gave  it  to 
the  Gentoo  Ramnairan,  The  Rajahs,  both  of  Bengal  and  Behar, 
fought  their  proteflion  and  exemptions,  from  their  fellow  Gentoos, 
who  were  eRabliRied  in  his  confidence,  and  contributed  not  a little 
to  increafe  their  fortunes.  Thus  was  the  Gentoo  connection  be- 
come the  moR  ojrulent  influence  in  the  go\'ernment,  of  which  it 
pervaded  every  department  with  Rich  efficacy,  that  nothing  of  mo- 
ment could  move  without  their  participation  or  knowledge  ; nor  did 
they  ever  deceive  their  benefaCtor,  but  co-operated  to  Rrengthen  his 
adminiRration  and  relieve  his  w’^ants  ; and  it  is  laid  that  the  Seats 
alone  gave  him  in  one  prefent  the  enormous  fum  of  three  millions 
of  rupees,  as  a contribution  to  fupport  the  expences  of  the  Morat- 
toe  war.  Warranted  by  Rich  experience,  Allaverdy  recommended 
the  policy  of  his  own  preference  to  his  fucceflbr,  and  inRruded  his 
wife  to  inculcate  the  fame  maxims  after  his  deceafe  ; but  he  did 
not  forefee  that  the  great  inferiority  of  abilities  in  Surajah  Dowlah 
might  turn  to  dangers  the  very  means  from  which  his  own  had 
derived  fecurity. 

Surajah  Dowlah  immediately  after  the  death  of  Allaverdy  ,was 
proclaimed,  and  prepared  to  attack  the  w'idow  of  Novvagis  Ma- 
homed. Not  more  than  one  or  two  days  after  his  acceffion  he 
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wrote  a letter  to  the  prefident  of  Calcutta,  ordering  him  to  deliver 
up  Kiflfendafs,  with  his  treafures.  The  bearer  of  the  letter  was  bro- 
ther of  Ramramfing,  the  head  of  the  fpies  : he  came  in  a fmall  boat, 
and  landed  in  the  dilguife  of  a common  pedlar  on  the  14th  of  April, 
and  im.mediately  proceeded  to  Omichund’s,  who,  as  the  governor 
was  ablent  at  his  country  houfe,  introduced  him  to  Mr.  Holwell,  a 
member  of  the  council,  who  fuperintended  the  police  of  the  town. 
The  next  day  it  was  deliberated  what  relblution  fhould  be  taken  con- 
cerninsf  this  melTeno-er. 

O O 

The  governor  returning  the  next  day  fummoned  a council,  of 
which  the  majority  being  prepolTefTed  againff  Omichund,  concluded 
that  the  meffenger  was  an  engine  prepared  by  himfelf  to  alarm  them, 
and  reflore  his  own  importance ; and  as  the  laft  advices  received  from 
Coffimbuzar  defcribed  the  event  between  Surajah  Dowlah  and  the 
widow  of  Nowagis  to  be  dubious,  the  council  refolved  that 
both  the  meffenger  and  his  letter  were  too  fufpicious  to  be  re- 
ceived : and  the  fervants,  who  were  ordered  to  bid  him  depart,  turned 
him  out  of  the  fadlory  and  off  the  flrore  with  infolence  and  derifion  ; 
but  letters  u^ere  difpatched  to  Mr.  Watts,  inftrufting  him  to  guard 
againft  any  evil  confequence  from  this  proceeding. 

It  is  probable  that  the  report  of  the  Ipy,  fupported  by  the  reprefen- 
tations  of  his  brother,  renewed  the  fame  ideas  which  had  induced 
Surajah  Dowlah  to  accufe  the  Englifli  fome  days  before  to  Allaverdy. 
He,  however,  concealed  his  refentment  ; for  when  the  vaqueel, 
or  Gentoo  agent  employed  by  Mr.  Watts  reprefented  at  the 
Durbar,  the  fufpicions  which  had  induced  the  Englifli  government 
to  treat  the  melfenger  as  an  impoftor,  Surajah  Dowlah  fcarcely 
fhew^ed  any  emotion  or  difpleafure  ; and  neither  Mr.  Watts  nor 
the  prefident  received  any  farther  injundlions  from  him  concerning 
Kiffendafs. 

In  the  beginning  of  April  letters  had  been  received  from  Eng- 
land, informing  the  preiidency  that  war  with  France  was  inevitable, 
and  ordering  them  to  put  the  fettlement  in  a date  of  defence  : 
but  to  do  this  was  impoffible  without  building  the  fort  anew.  How- 
ever, a great  number  of  labourers  were  fent  to  repair  a line  of  guns, 

which 
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which  extended  on  the  brink  of  the  river  in  front  of  the  weflern 
fide  of  the  fort. 

In  the  mean  time  the  widow  of  Allaverdy  interpofed  between  her 
daughter  and  Surajah  Dowlah,  and  at  length  prevailed  on  her  to 
acknowledge  him ; which  the  had  no  fooner  done  than  Surajah 
Dowlah  put  her  into  dole  confinement,  and  feized  her  palaces  and 
ifreafurcs,  with  the  infant  fon  of  his  ov/n  brother.  As  foon  as  he 
had  quelled  this  enemy,  he  proceeded  with  his  whole  army,  coniifting 
oi'  50,000  men,  againft  the  fon  of  Sid  Hamet  in  Purnea. 

Notwithftanding  the  diligence  which  had  been  employed  to  ex- 
pel the  fj)ies  employed  by  the  Nabob  in  Calcutta,  feveral  found 
means  to  remain  undifco\  ered  ; and,  Infligated  mod  probably  by 
the  head  Ipy,  reprefented  in  their  letters  to  the  Durbar,  that  the 
Englilh  were  very  bufy  in  raifing  drong  fortifications.  T’he  Na- 
bob, whofe  cowardice  eafily  led  him  to  believe  any  thing  that 
alarmed  his  fears,  gave  fuch  entire  credit  to  the  report,  that  on  the 
day  in  which  he  began  his  march  towards  Purneah,  he  difpatched 
a letter  to  Mr.  Drake,  fignifying  that  he  had,- been  informed  the 
Knglidi  were  building  a wall,  and  digging  a large  ditch  round  the 
town  of  Calcutta  ; and  ordering  him  immediately  to  defid,  and 
to  dedroy  all  the  works  which  had  lately  been  added  to  the  fortifi- 
cations. 

It  was  unfortunate,  Mr.  Watts  had  neglefled  to  inform  the  pre- 
fidency  of  the  comjdaint  which  Surajah  Dowlah  had  made  to  Alla- 
verdy a little  before  his  death,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Forth  ; and 
of  the  converfation  which  enfued  on  that  occafion : for  whatlbever 
informations  were  now  communicated,  were  confidered  as  the  arti- 
fices of  the  court  to  frighten  the  prefidency  out  of  a dim  of  money  ; 
whereas  the  converfation  implied  that  Surajah  Dowlah  bore  rancour 
againd  the  Englifh ; and  that  both  he  and  Allaverdy  had  been* 
attentive  to  their  military  proceedings.  But,  wanting  this  infor- 
mation, Mr.  Drake  thought  that  the  truth  would  be  his-  bed  de- 
fence, and  fimply  wrote  a letter,  importing,  “ 'I'hat  the  Nabob 
had  been  mifinformed  by  thofe  w'ho  had  reprefented  to  him  that 
the  Englilh  were  building  a w all  round  the  town  ; that  they  had 
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“ dug  no  ditch  fiiice  the  invafion  of  the  hlorattoes,  at  which  time 
“ fuch  a work  was  executed  at  the  requeft  of  the  Indian  inhabit 
“ tants,  and  with  the  knowledge  and  approbation  of  Allaverdy ; that 
“ in  the  late  war  between  England  and  France,  the  French  had  at- 
“ tacked  and  taken  the  town  of  Madrals,  contrary  to  the  neu- 
trality  which  it  was  expedled  would  have  been  prcferved  in 
“ the  hlogul’s  dominions  ; and  that  there  being  at  prefent  greaf 
‘‘‘  appearance  of  another  war  between  the  two  nations,  the  Eng- 
“ lifli  were  under  apprehenfions  that  the  French  would  a61  in  the' 
“ fame  manner  in  Bengal  : to  prevent  which,  they  were  repairing 
their  line  of  guns  on  the  bank  of  the  river.”  Few  in  Mr. 
Drake’s  fituation  would  have  ajjologized  in  any  other  manner  : ne- 
verthelefs,  confidering  the  charadter  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  and  the 
di{|)o{ition  of  his  mind  tow  ards  the  Englifli  at  this  junclure,  the  an- 
fwer  W’as  improper  ; becaufe  it  tended  to  make  him  believe  that  the 
impending  w'ar  between  the  two  nations  would  probably  be  broughir 
into  Bengal  ; and  becaufe  it  implied  that  he  either  wanted  power  or 
will  to  protedf  the  Englifh.  Accordingly,  w'heii  he  received  the 
letter  on  the  17th  of  May  at  Rajamahal,  the  perufal  of  it  irritated 
him  to  a degree  of  rage  wdiich  afloniflied  all  his  officers,  except- 
ing one  or  tw'o  of  hi^  intimate  favourites.  He  inftantly  changed 
his  refolution  of  proceeding  further,  ordered  his  army  to  marclr 
back  without  delay  to  Muxadavad',  and'  font  forward  a detachmeiit 
of  3000  men,  to  inved  the  fort  of  Coffimbuzar.  On  the  2 2d  of 
May  thefe  troops  arrived  and  furrounded  it,  but  committed  no  hofi 
tilities  ; and  on  the  id  of  June  the  Nabob  himfelf  came  up  wdth’ 
the  main  body  of  his-  army. 

The  fort  was  jud  drong  enough  to  oblige  an  enemy  to  attack  it 
with  cannon : the  badions  were  fmall : the  curtains  were  only 
three  feet  thick,  and  ferved  as  the  outward  wall  of  a range  of  cham- 
bers, which,  wdth  their  terraffies,  imitated  ramparts,  and  were  on  all 
fides  overlooked  from  without  by  buildings  within  100  yards,  and 
there  was  neither  ditch,  nor  even  a pallifade,  to  interrupt  the  ap- 
proach to  the  very  foot  of  the  walls  : perhaps  the  jealoufy  of  the 
government  would  not  iuffer  more  ; none  of  the  cannon  were  above 
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nine  pounders,  moft  were  honey-combcd,  many  of  their  carriages 

decayed,,  and  the  ammunition  did  not  exceed  600  charges.  The 

garrilbn  confifted  of  22  Europeans,  moftly  Dutchmen,  and  20 

'Fopaffes. 

The  Nabob,  immediately  on  his  arrival,  fent  a meffenger,  ordering 
Mr.  Watts  to  come  to  him  ; who  at  the  fame  time  received  a letter 
from  the  duan,  Roydulub,  affuring  him  of  fafety  : he  neverthe- 
lets  delayed  until  hlr.  Forth  the  furgeon  went  out  and  returned, 
accompanied  by  an  officer,  with  the  fame  affurances  from  Roy- 
dulub in  perfon  : on  which  he  proceeded  to  the  tent  of  Ro)duluh, 
and  was  introduced  by  him  to  the  Nabob,  who  received  him  with 
infbleiice  and  iiu'eclives  : immediately  after  which  he  was  conducted 
into  another  tent,  where  leveral  fecretarics  and  officers  prepared  a 
writing,  importing,  that  the  prcfidency  of  Calcutta  ffiould,  within 
fifteen  days,  level  whatfoever  new  works  they  had  railed  ; that  they 
fhoukl  deliver  up  all  tenants  of  the  government  who  had  taken  pro- 
tedion  in  the  fcttlement  ; and  that  if  it  Ihould  be  }>roved  that  the 
company’s  duflucks,  or  pafi'ports  for  trade,  had  ever  been  given  to 
fuch  as  were  not  intitled  to  them,  what  the  government  had  been 
defrauded  of  by  fuch  praflices,  fhoukl  be  refunded.  Mr.  Watts,  fur- 
rounded  by  menaces,  figned  the  -jraper  ; immediately  after  which 
the  fame  conclave  ordered  him  to  fend  for  Mr.  Collet  and  Mr.  Bat- 
fon,  the  two  other  members  of  the  council,  who  came  and  figned 
llkewife,  and  were  detained  with  Mr.  Watts  in  the  camp.  The 
next  day  they  received  an  order  to  furrender  the  fort ; but  repre- 
fenting  that  this  did  not  now  depend  on  themfelves,  no  umbrage 
was  taken  at  the  delay  of  their  conferences  with  one  another,  and 
their  meffages  to  the  garrilbn,  who,  deeming  the  fort,  as  it  really 
was,  untenable,  the  Nabob’s  officers,  with  a number  of  followers, 
were  admitted  on  the  4th  of  June  ; who,  inftead  of  fealing  up  what 
effebls  they  found,  as  the  Nabob  had  ordered,  Role  the  greateft  part ; 
and  the  foldiery,  who  took  poffeffion  of  the  fa«51or\',  infulted  the 
garrifon  with  every  kind  of  contumely  and  reproach.  This  beha- 
viour continued  three  days,  and  fo  much  affebled  the  mind  of  the 
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1756.  commaiicling  officer,  Enfign  Elliot,  that  he  ffiot  hlmfelf  throegb. 
the  head. 

The  cannon  and  ammunition  were  carried,  to  the  camp ; the 
foldiers  were  fent  to  the  common  prifon  at  Muxadavad  ; Mr.  Bat- 
fon,  one  of  the  council,  and  the  younger  men  in  the  company’s 
fervice,  were  permitted  to  retire  to  the  French  and  Dutch  fadlories  ; 
and  MefT.  Watts  and  Collet,  inflead  of  being  employed  as  they 
expe61:ed,  to  reprefent  the  will  of  Surajah  Dowlah  to  the  prefidency 
of  Calcutta,  were  informed  that  they  mufl;  accompany  him  thither. 
None  of  the  Nabob’s  officers  endeavoured  to  retrain  him  from  this 
ralh  and  violent  refolution  ; they  believed  themfelves  marching  to 
the  plunder  of  one  of  the  moft  opulent  cities  in  the  empire.  But 
Seat  Mootabray  and  Roopchund,  the  foos  of  the  banker  Juggutfeat, 
who  had  fucceeded  to  the  wealth  and  employments  of  their  father, 
and  derived  great  advantages  from  the  European  trade  in  the  pro- 
vince, ventured  to  reprefent  the  Englifh  as  a colony  of  inoffenfivQ. 
and  ufeful  merchants,  and  earneflly  entreated  the  Nabob  to  mode- 
rate his  refentment  againfl;  them  ; but  their  remonftrances  were 
vain  ; and  on  the  9th  of  June  the  army  began  their  march  towards- 
Calcutta. 

During  thefe  proceedings,  letters  were  daily  difpatched  from 
Calcutta,  inftriufling  Mr.  Watts  to  affure  the  Nabob  that  the  prefi- 
dency was  ready  to  obey  his  orders,  to  demoliffi  whatfoever  addi- 
tions had  been  made  to  their  fortifications,  and  what  other  build- 
ings without  the  fort  might  have  been  reprefented  to  him  as  works 
intended  for  defence  ; but  none  of  thefe  letters  reached  Mr.  Watts,, 
and  were  probably  carried  to  the  Nabob,  whole  intentions  they  en- 
couraged. Coja  Wazeed,  the  principal  merchant  of  the  province, 
who  refided  at  Hughley,  was  likewife  defired  to  interpofe  his  media- 
tion ; to  whom  the  Nabob  replied,  that  Mr.  Drake  had  grievoufly 
offended  him,  and  that  he  would  not  fuffer  the  Englifh  to  remain 
in  his  country  on  any  other  terms  than  were  allowed  them  in  the 
reign  of  the  Nabob  Jaffier.  In  the  mean  time,  as  the  print;ipal  rea- 
fon  affigned  for  Surajah  Dowlah’s  indignation  was  his  belief  that 
the  Englifh  were  ereding  new  fortifications,  the  dread  of  exafperating 
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him  flill  more,  unfortunately  deterred  the  prefidency  from  taking 
the  iiecefl'ary  meafures  to  oppofe,  until  there  remained  no  longer 
any  hopes  of  a]:)peafing  him  : and  in  this  precarious  ful'penfe,  twenty 
days,  in  which  much  might  have  been  done,  were  fuffered  to  elaple 
unemployed.  But,  on.  the  7th  of  June,  when  news  was  received  of 
the  furrender  of  Coffimbuzar,  they  were  convinced  that  they  muffc 
owe  their  fafetv  to  refinance. 

Letters  Mxre  immediately  difpatched  to  Madrafs  and  Bombay 
requeuing  reinforcements,  but  without  any  probability  that  any 
could  arrive  from  cither  in  time  ; for  the  fea  was  fhut  by  the  fouth 
monfoon,  and  the  meiTengcrs  of  the  country  could  not  arrive  at 
either  of  their  deftinations  in  Icfs  than  30  days.  As  a relief  nearer 
at  hand,  the  French  and  Dutch  prelidencies  at  Chandernagore  and 
Chinchura  were  folicited,  as  in  a common  caufe,  to  enter  into  a de- 
fenfive alliance  againft  the  Nabob;  but  the  Dutch  pofitively  refufed, 
and  the  French  inlblently  advifed  the  Engiidi  to  repair  to  Chander- 
nagore,  in  which  cafe  they  promifed  them  their  proteflion.  No 
refburce  therefore  remained  but  in  their  own  force,  which  was  in- 
deed very  inadequate  to  the  contell: ; for,  although  the  regular  gar-- 
rifon  confifled  of  264  men,  and  the  inhabitants  ferving  as  militia 
were  250  ; in  all,  514  men  ; yet  only  174  of  this  number  were 
Lui'opeans,  and  of  thefe  not  ten  had  ever  feen  any  other  than  the 
lervice  of  the  parade  ; the  refl:  were  Topalfes,  Armenians,  and  Por- 
tugueze  inhabitants,  on  whofe  faith  or  fpirit  no  reliance  could  be 
placed.  d'he  number  of  Buxerries,  or  Indian  matchlock  men, 
were  therefore  augmented  to  1 500  ; provihons  were  laid  in  ftore, 
and  works  of  defence.  Inch  as  the  time  would  admitj  were  erebted. 

Whilft  the  Nabob  was  advancing,  it  was  determined  to  take  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  fort  of  Tannah,  which  lay  about  5 miles  below  Calcutta, 
on  the  ojjpofite  fhore,  and  commanded  the  narrowefl:  ])art  of  the 
river  between  Hughley  and  the  fea  with  13  pieces  of  cannon. 
Two  fhips  of  300  tons,  and  tw’o  brigantines,  anchored  before  it  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  June;  and  as  foon  as  they  began  to 
fire,  the  Moorifh  garrilon,  which  did  not  exceed  fifty  men,  fled  ; 
on  which  fomc  Europeans  and  Lafears  landed  ; and  having  dif- 
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ablecl  part  of  the  cannon, 'flung  the  reft  into  the  river.  But  the 
next  -day  they  were  attacked  by  a detacliment  of  2000  men,  fent 
' from  Hughley,  who  ftormed  the  fort,  drove  them  to  their  boats. 
Gild  then  began  to  fire,  with  their  matchlocks  and  two  ftnall  field- 
pieces,  on  the  velfels,  which  endeavoured  in  vain  with  their  can- 
TiOn  and  mulketry  to  diftodge  them.  The  next  day  a reinforce- 
ment of  30  foldiers  were  fent  from  Calcutta,  but  the  cannonade 
having  made  no  impreffion,  they  and  the  vefiels  returned  to  the 
town. 

On  the  13th,  likewife,  a'letter  was  intercepted,  wnitten  to  Omi- 
chund,  by  the  Nabob’s  head  Ijiv,  advifing  him  to  lend  his  eft'ecls 
out  of  the  reach  of  danger  as  loon  as  poliible  ; which  confirming 
the  fufpicions  that  ’A'ere  already  entertained  of  Omichund’s  con- 
dudf,  he  was  immediatel)-  apprehended,  and  put  under  ftrril:  con- 
finement in  the  fort  ; and  a guard  of  twenty  men  was  jilaced  in  his 
houfe,  that  his  eftedts  might  not  be  clandeftinelv  remo\  ed.  His 
brother  in  law,  Hazarimull,  -who-had  the ^chlef' management  of  his 
affairs,  concealed -himfclf  in  the  apartments  nf  the  women,  until 
the  next  day  ; when  the  guard,  endeavouring  to  take  him,  were 
refifted  by  the  whole- body  of  Omichund’s  j^eoiis,  and  armed  domef- 
tics,  amounting  to  300:  feveral  were  wounded -on  both  fides  be- 
fore the  fray  -ended  ; during  wTich,  the  head  of  the  peons,  who 
was  an  Indian  of -a  high  caft,  fet  fire  to  the  houfe,  and,  in  order  to 
fave  the  women  of  the  family  from  the  dilhonour  of  being  expofed 
to  ftrangers,  entered  their  apartments,  and  killed,  it  is  faid, 
thirteen  - of  vthem  with  his  own  hand;  after  which,  he  ftabbed 
himfelf,  Tut,  'contrary  to  his  intention,  not  mortally.  At  the 
fame  time,  .Kiffendafs  was  brought  into  the  fort  by  another  detach- 
^ment. 

Meairwhile  the  Nabob  advanced  with  fuch  uncommon  diligence, 
:that<many  of  his  troops  died  of  fatigue,  and  many  were  killed  by 
the  fun,  which  at  this  feafon  ftruck  perpendicular  on  their  heads  : 
on  the  15th  day  of  June,  the  7th  of  their  march,  they  arrived  at 
Hughley,  from  whence  they  crofted  the  river  in  a vaft  fleet  of  boats, 
many  of  which  had  accompanied  the  army  from  Muxadavad,  and 
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the  reft  had  been  aftembled  at  Hnghlej.  Surajah  Dowlah  had  pre- 
vioufly  Tent  letters  to  the  Dutch  and  French  lettlements  at  Chin- 
chura-  and  Chandernagore,  ordering  them  to  affift  him  with  their 
garrilbns  againft  Calcutta  ; and  when  his  army  was  in  light  of  their 
faftories,  he  repeated  his  fummons  in  more  imperious  terms  ; but 
they  pleaded  the  treaties  fubfifting  between  their  nations  and  the  En- 
gl ilh  in  Europe  : which  denial  he  highly  relented  ; but  liipprefted 
his  indignation  for  the  prelent,  left  they  fliould,  as  in  a common, 
caufe,  take  up  arms  in  conjunction  with  the  Englifli.  But  to  this  ^ 
they  were  nothing  inclined. 

"I'lie  news  of  the  enemy’s  approach  w'as  brought  to  Calcutta  early 
the  next  morning,  the  i 6th  of  June;  on  which  the  militia  and  mi- 
litary repaired  to  their  pofts>  and  the.  EngHlh  w'omen  quitted  their 
houlcs,  and  retired  into  the  fort.  INloft  of  the  Indian  inhabitants 
who  had  not  already  taken  flight  now  deferted  the  town,  and  fled, 
they  knew  not  w hither,  to  avoid  the  ftorm  ; but  the-  Portuguefe,  or 
black  Cliriftians,  availing  themfelves  of  this  title,  flocked  to  the 
fort,  into  whichmore  than  2Q00  of  them,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, were  imprudently  admitted..  At  noon,  the  van  of  the  Nabob’s 
army,  marching  from  the  northward,  appeared  in  light  of  the  com- 
pany’s bounds,  and  having  neither  reconnoitred  nor  gained  intelli- 
gence, they  remained  ignorant  tliat  the  IMorattoe-ditch  did  not  con-  - 
tinue  round  the  limits,  but  left  an  opening  without  defences  to  the 
fouth.  They  therefore,  without  helltation,  advanced  to  attack  the 
part  which  lay  direClly  before  them,  where  a deep  rivulet,  without 
any  bank  behind  it,  fupplied  the  place  of  the  Morattoe-ditch  j and  the 
redoubt,  called  P erring  which  was  one  of  the  objeCls  of  the  Nabob’s 
difpleafure,^ftood  on  a point  oEland  at  the  mouth  of  the  rivulet  ;. 
but  being  only  intended  to  command  the  river,  this  work  had  but 
Qne  embrafure  towards  the  land. . Contiguous  to  the  redoubt  flood  - 
a bridge,  which  was  the  only  paftage  over  the.,  rivulet.;  on  the 
other  flde  of  which,  within.  loo  yards,  were  thickets. and  groves, 
through  which  lay  the  high  road.  A Ihip  of  1 8 guns  had  been  fta- 
tioned  to  the  north  of  the.  redoubt,  in  order  to  flank  the  thickets  t 
the  greateft  part  of  the  company’s  buxerries  were  alTembled  here  to 
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defend  the  rivulet;  and  as  the  guard  of  the  redoubt  was  only  20 
Europeans,  30  more,  with  two  field-pieces,  were  feat  from'  the 
fort  to  their  affiflance.  Four  thoufand  of  the  enemy’s  match- 
locks,  with  four  pieces  of  cannon,  took  poffeffion  of  the  thickets, 
and  from  three  in  the  afternoon  until  night  kept  up  a conflant  dire, 
the  cannon  againft  the  redoubt,  the  matchlocks  every  where.  It  was 
returned  by  the  redoubt  and  the  field-pieces,  which  were  placed  111 
the  rear  of  the  bridge  and  ojipofite  to  the  road,  and  the  buxerries 
wherever  they  chole.  At  midnight  nothing  was  moving  in  the 
• thickets  ; for  every  man,  after  eating  his  meal,  had,  as  ufual,  betook* 
himfelf  to  fleep ; which  enfign  l^ilchard,  who  had  lerved  on  tlie 
coaif  of  Coromandel,  fufjiehled  from  their  hlence,  and  crollinp-  the 
rivulet  at  midnight  with  his  party,  feized  and  fpiked  the  four  pieces 
of  cannon,  beat  up  and  drove  all  the  troops  out  of  the  thickets,  and 
returned  without  the  lofs  of  a man. 

The  Jemautdar  of  Omichund’s  peons,  wounded  as  he  was,  had 
-caufed  himfelf  to  be  trantported  to  the  enemy’s  camp;  and  by  his 
advice  they  defifled  from  renewing  the  attack  on  the  north,  and  die 
whole  army  moved  to  the  eadward  of  the  company’s  bounds,  into 
which  ieveral  ,parties  entered  through  palTages  which  there  were  no 
troops  to  defend.  In  the  afternoon  they  fet  fire  to  the  great  bazar, 
or  market,  within  half  n mile  north-eaft  of  the  fort,  and  took  pof- 
feffion of  the  quarter  inhabited  by  the  principal  Indian  merchants, 
which  commenced  half  a mile  to  the  north,  and  extended  molfly 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  A party  was  fent  to  drive  them  away, 
and  returned  with  fome  prifoners,  who  reported  that  the  enemy  in- 
tended the  next  day  to  make  a general  attack  upon  the  out-pcfls;  on 
which  the  party  was  recalled  from  Perring’s  redoubt  to  the  north 
.of  the  bounds  ; and  every  one  paffed  the  night  under  arms. 

The  fort  of  Calcutta,  called  Fort-William,  was  fituated  near  the 
river,  and  nearly  half  way  between  the  northern  and  fouthern  ex- 
itremities  of  the  company’s  territory.  Its  hdes,  to  the  eafl  and  weffi, 
-extended  2 1 o yards  ; the  fouthern  fide  1 30,  and  the  northern  1 00 : 
it  had  four  baffiions,  mounting  each  10  guns  : the  curtains  were 
•only  four  feet  thick,  and,  like  the  faflory  of  Coffimbuzar,  ter- 
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rafles,  which  were  the  roofs  of  chambers,  formed  the  top  of  the 
ramparts ; and  windows  belonging  to  thefe  chambers  were  in 
feveral  places  opened  in  the  curtains  : the  gateway  on  the 
eaftern  fide  projected,  and  mounted  five  guns,  three  in  front, 
and  one  on  each  flank  towards  the  baftions  ; under  the  weflern 
face,  and  on  the  brink  of  the  river,  was  a line  of  heavy  cannon, 
m.ounted  in  embrafures  of  folld  mafonry  ; and  this  woric  was 
joined  to  the  two  wefiern  baftions  by  two  flender  walls,  in 
each  of  which  was  a gate  of  pallifadoes.  In  the  year  1747, 
warehoufes  had  been  built  contiguous  to  the  fouthern  curtain,  and 
proJe6ling  on  the  outfide,  between  the  two  baflions,  rendered  them 
ufelefs  to  one  another ; however,  the  terraffes  of  thele  ware- 
houfes were  firong  enough  to  bear  the  firing  of  three  pounders 
which  were  mounted  in  barbett  over  a flight  parapet. 

The  houfes  of  the  Englifli  inhabitants  occupied  the  ground  fix 
hundred  yards  towards  the  eafl:,  and  half  a mile  to  the  north  and 
fouth  of  the  fort ; but  lay  fcattered  in  Ipacious  and  feparate  inclo- 
fures ; and  feveral  of  them  overlooked  the  fort  ; as  did  the  Englifli 
church,  which  flood  oppofite  to  the  N.  e.  baflion  ; under  thele  dif- 
advantages  the  fort  was  deemed  fo  little  capable  of  defence,  that 
it  was  refolved  to  oppofe  the  enemy  in  the  principal  flreets  and 
avenues. 

Accordingly  three  batteries,  each  mounting  two  eighteen  poun- 
ders, and  t^^■o  field-pieces,  were  eredled : one  oppofite  to  the  eaflern 
gate  of  the  fort,  at  the  dilfance  of  300  yards,  in  the  principal 
avenue,  which  continued  in  a flraight  line  to  the  eaflward  as  far  as 
the  Morattoe  ditch  : this  battery  adjoined  on  the  left  to  the  gate- 
way of  an  inclofure,  in  which,  at  the  diflance  of  a few  feet,  flood 
a very  fpacious  houle  of  one  floor,  in  which  the  mayor’s  court  and 
affizes  ufed  to  be  held.  A crofs-road  pafTed  from  n.  to  s.  along  the  eaf- 
terncurtainof  the  fort;  but  200  yards  N.  of  it,  this  road  lofl  fight  of  the 
fort,  by  a fhort  turning  towards  the  river,  along  the  bank  of  which  it 
continued  flraight  to  the  n.  in  a flreet  formed  by  houfes  on  one  fide, 
and  the  walls  of  inclofures  on  the  other  neareil  the  river  : at  the 
upper  end  of  this  flreet,  jufl  beyond  the  turnin".  Was  another  batterv. 
VoL,  II.  I ^ The 
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1 756.-  The  third  was  in  the  crofs-road  300  yards  to  the  fouth  of  the  fort,  but 
the  ground  between  was  clear.  Breafl-works  with  pallifadoes  wei<;^ 
ere61ed  in  the  Imaller  inlets  at  a diftance,  and  trenches  dug  acrofs 
the  more  open  grounds.  Between  the  north  battery  and  the 
eaftern,  or  that  at  the  mayor’s  court  houfe,  there  were  only  two 
inlets,  both  of  which  led  into  a f|30t  lying  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the 
crofs-road  between  the  church  and  a houfe  belonging  to  ]\Ir.  Eyre. 
But  the  ground  immediately  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the  fort  was  much 
more  open ; and  part  of  this  fpace  was  occupied  by  a large  inclofure,  called 
'The Par k\  the  north  fide  of  which  fkirted  the  principal  avenue  leading 
to  the  eaflern  battery,  the  weflern  fide  extended  200  yards  along 
the  fide  of  the  crofs-road  towards  the  fouthern  battery,  and  the  eaflern 
fide  fkirted  one  fide  of  a rope-walk  about  fixty  yards  broad.  Along 
the  other  fide  of  this  rope- walk  flood  three  Englifh  houfes,  all 
within  efFeftive  mufket-fhot  of  the  eaflern  battery  ; which,  being 
creeled  at  the  north-eafl  angle  of  the  park,  might,  by  turning  a gun 
to  the  fouth,  fcour  the  whole  length  of  this  rope-walk,  but  could 
not  fo  well  command  the  entrance  into  a fmall  lane,  which  led  into 
the  farther  end  of  the  rope-walk  from  the  fouth-eafl.  This  pafs 
was  of  confequence  ; for  the  enemy  might  from  hence  proceed  to 
the  fouth  wall  of  the  park,  and  then  continue  along  it  without  in- 
terruption to  feveral  houfes,  which  extended  along  the  crofs-road, 
almoft  from  the  fouth-wefl  angle  of  the  park  to  the  backlide  of  the 
fouthern  battery,  which  flood  100  yards  farther  on  in  the  crofs 
road  : about  200  yards  eafl  of  this  battery,  and  about  the  fame  dif- 
tance to  the  fouth  of  the  lane  lafl  mentioned,  lay  another  paffage, 
which  gave  inlet  into  a large  opening,  fouth  of  the  park ; from 
whence  the  enemy  might  with  even  more  facility  penetrate  to  the 
fame  houfes  commanding  the  fouthern  battery.  Both  thefe  pafTes 
were  therefore  carefully  fecured.  Immediately  in  front  of  the 
fouthern  battery  the  road  was  arched  over  a deep  and  miry  gully, 
which  continued  to  the  river;  but,  as  this  battery  was  thought 
lefs  tenable  than  either  of  the  other  two,  another  was  erefled  200 
yards  behind  it,  acrofs  the  fame  road,  and  within  100  of  the  fort, 
about  the  midway  of  the  w^eftern  fide  of  the  park-wall. 
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The  enemy,  as  it  had  been  expedled,  attacked  the  out-j)ofl;s  on  tire 
r 8th  In  the  morning.  At  eight  o’clock  one  of  their  divifioiis  ad- 
vanced to.  the  fonthern  battery,  and,  taking*  pofTeffion  of  i'everai 
houfes  fituated  on  each  fide  of  the  road  beyond  it,  fired  from  their 
matchlocks  and  from  their  wall-pieces,  an  engine  of  much  greater 
efficacy,  carrying  a ball  of  three  ounces  ; the  two  eighteen  pounders, 
which  were  mounted  on  the  battery,  cannonaded  the  houfes,  in  order 
to  diflodge  them,  but  without  effedl. 

At  break  of  day,  two  field-pieces  with  a j)latoon  of  Euro})ean> 
had  been  detached  from  the  eaflern  battery  to  a (light  barricaded 
work  at  fome  diftance  in  the  avenue;  and  40  buxerries  under  a good 
officer  had  likewife  been  fent  to  take  pod  in  the  inclofure  of  the 
gaol,  which  lay  about  100  yards  beyond  the  battery,  on  the  light 
hand  of  the  avenue  : the  walls  of  this  inclofure  were  highj  and 
holes  had  been  ftruck  through  to  admit  the  firing  of  the  tv'o  field- 
pieces,  in  cafe  the  enemy  Ihould  gain  their  way,  and  oblige  thofe 
at  the  barricade  to  retreat  to  the  gaol.  About  nine  o’clock,  a mul- 
titude of  fome  thoufiinds,  armed  with  match  and  firelocks,  advanced 
from  the  Morattoe  ditch,  along  the  avenue.  They  were  flopped  by 
the  quick  firing  of  the  two  field-pieces,  which  foon  after  difperfed 
them  ; but  they  retreated  into  the  thickets  on  either  hand,  and,  fe- 
cure  under  that  (lielter,  kept  up  an  inceflant,  although  irregular, 
fire  on  the  barricade ; neverthelefs,  the  party  there  maintained 
their  pod:  two  hours,  when  feveral  being  killed,  and  more  wounded, 
tlie  red:  retreated,  with  the  field-pieces,  to  the  gaol;  at  the  fame  time 
the  enemy,  inflead  of  advancing  along  the  avenue,  proceeded  through 
by-ways,  and  got  pofifeffion  of  the  three  Englilh  hordes  which  flood 
along  the  rope-walk,  and  orerlooked  the  back  part  of  the  gaol,  on 
which  they  fired  fo  warmly  from  the  windows  and  terraffes,  that  in 
a few  minutes  they  killed  fix  buxerries,  and  wounded  four  or  five 
Europeans;  on  which  the  red;  quitted  the  incloliire,  leaving  the 
field-pieces  behind,  and  returned  to  the  battery  at  the  Mayor’s  Court. 

The  battery  to  the  north  was  likewdfe  attacked  about  nine  o’clock, 
but  here  the  enemy  did  not  find  the  fame  advantages  as  at  the  cther 
two;  for  the  dreet  was  narrow^  and  the  inclofures  which  (kirted  it 
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1756.  on  the  fide  next  the  river  afforded  no  flielter  that  was  not  over-looked 
by  the  battery  itfelf  ; and,  on  the  other  fide,  the  only  houfes  which 
commanded  it  were  contiguous  to  one  another,  and  did  not  extend 
more  than  fixty  yards  beyond;  and  in  each  of  them  were  pofted  four 
or  five  Europeans.  The  firlf  fire  from  the  batterv  dilperfed  the  di- 
vifion  which  was  marching  along  the  ffreet  to  attack  it,  and  de- 
terred them  from  appearing  again  in  a body  : neverthelefs  they  re- 
maiiied  in  the  crofs  ffrcets,  from  which  two  or  three  at  a time  fre- 
quently ufed  to  come  out,  fire  at  random,  and  then  retreat.  A 
platoon,  with  a ficld-])iece,  w'as  detached  to  drive  them  out  of  the 
crofs  ffreets;  which  they  eafil}-  effedfed,  and  then  proceeded  along 
the  northern  ffreet,  until  they  loff  fight  of  the  battery  ; W'hen  the 
enemy,  taking  advantage  of  their  error,  returned  through  the  crofs 
ffreets,  to  cut  off  their  retreat,  but  yielded  again  to  the  field-piece 
and  the  fire  of  the  platoon.  Soon  after,  the  \vhole  body  of  the 
enemy,  wTich  had  been  appointed  to  this  attack,  went  away,  and 
joined  thofe  w'ho  were  employed  againft  the  eaftern  battery. 

At  noon  the  attacks  in  all  parts  ceafed  at  once,  and  every  thing 
remained  quiet  until  two,  w'hen  the  enemy  recommenced  their  fire 
upon  the  eaffern  batterv,  not  only  from  the  three  houfes  in  the 
rope- walk,  but  alfo  from  two  others  on  the  left  hand  of  the  avenue; 
from  which  ffations  neither  the  two  eighteen  pounders  on  the  bat- 
tery, nor  the  cannon  from  the  fort,  wxre  able  to  diflodge  them, 
'i'he  enemy’s  fire  'was  fo  inceffant,  that  only  the  men  neceffary  to 
lerve  the  guns  were  fuffered  to  remain  in  the  battery,  whilff  the  relf 
took  fhelter  in  the  mayor’s  court-houfe,  from  w'hence  the  place  of 
thofe  who  were  either  killed  or  wounded  at  the  guns  was  occa- 
fionally  fnpplied.  About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a multitude 
of  the  enemy  forced  the  palifade  at  the  farther  end  of  the  rope- 
walk,  although  defended  by  a ferjeant  and  twenty  men  ; and  rufhed 
down  the  walk  with  fo  much  impetuofity  towards  the  eaffern  bat- 
tery, that  the  gunners  had  fcarcely  time  to  turn  one  of  the  eighteen 
pounders  againff  them;  however,  the  firft  difcharge  of  grape-fhot 
checked,  and  a few^  more  drove  them  to  feek  fhelter  in  the  covers  at 
hand  ; but  many  of  them  joined  thofe  who  were  in  the  houfes, 
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from  which  the  fire  increafecl  fo  much,  that  at  five  o’clock  Captain 
Clayton,  the  military  officer  who  commanded  in  the  battery,  fent 
Mr.  Hoi  well,  who  acled  as  a lieutenant  under  him,  to  reprefent  to 
the  governor  the  imjioffibility  of  maintaining  this  poft  any  longer, 
unleis  it  v^'as  immediately  reinforced  with  cannon  and  men,  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  houles  : but  before  Mr.  Hol- 
well  returned,  Captain  Clayton  was  preparing  to  retreat,  having 
already  l])iked  up  two  1 8 pounders  and  one  of  the  field-pieces  ; and 
the  whole  detachment  foon  after  marched  into  the  fort, with  the 
other.  They  were  Icarcely  arrived  before  the  enemy  took  polTeffion 
of  the  battery,  and  exprelled  their  joy  by  exceffive  ffiouts. 

The  two  other  batteries  had  remained  unmolefled  fince  noon  ; 
but  a party  had  been  detached  from  the  fouthern  to  defend  the  pali- 
fade  to  the  eafi;  of  it,  which  w'as  overlooked  by  two  large  houfes, 
one  on  each  hand  : a ferjeant  and  twelve  men,  belonging  to  the 
military,  polled  themfelves  in  one  of  the  houfes  ; and  a lieutenant 
with  nine  of  the  militia,  all  of  wffiom  were  young  men  in  the  mer- 
cantile fervice  of  the  companv,  took  pofTeffion  of  the  other  : the 
fire  from  both  defended  the  jjal's  until  the  eaflern  battery  w'as  de- 
lerted,  when,  all  the  ground  from  hence  to  the  tw  o houfes  being 
open,  numbers  of  the  enemy  gathered  in  the  ground  on  the  infide  of 
the  palifade,  and  began  to  attack  the  two  houfes,  wdiich  animating 
thofe  who  were  attacking  the  palifade  on  the  other  fide,  they  at 
length  tore  it  down,  and  joined  thole  already  w'ithin.  The  ferjeant 
wdth  the  twelve  military  law  their  danger  before  the  enemy  had 
made  j)roper  dili)ofitions  to  prevent  their  elbape,  and  quitting  the 
houle  in  wdiich  they  had  been  llationed,  proceeded  by  by-ways 
which  they  knew^  to  the  fouthern  battery  ; but  did  not  give  notice 
of  their  retreat  to  thofe  of  the  militia  in  the  other  houfe  ; who  foon 
after  feeing  themfelves  furrounded,  without  hopes  of  fuccour  or 
relief,  came  out  in  a compabl  body,  determined  to  fight  their  way 
to  the  fort  ; but  tw^o,  w'hofe  names  w^ere  Smith  and  Wilkinfon,  fe- 
parated  from  the  reft,  and  w'ere  immediately  intercepted  ; the 
enemy,  how^ever,  ottered  them  quarter,  wdiich  Smith  refilled,  and, 
it  is  laid,  llew^  five  men  before  he  fell  ; on  w hich  Wilkinlon  fur- 
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1756.  rendered,  and  was  immediately  cut  to  pieces.  The  other  eight, 
always  prefenting  and  rarely  firing,  got  co  the  fiouth  weft  angle  of 
the  park,  when  the  guns,  as  well  of  the  fort,  as  of  the  battery 
which  had  been  raifed  acrofs  the  road  leading  to  it,  midway  of  the 
weft  fide  of  the  park-wall,  deterred  the  enemy  from  accompanying 
them  any  farther.  The  detachments  at  all  the  three  batteries,  the 
two  to  the  Ibuth,  and  that  to  the  north  of  the  fort,  were  now  re- 
called ; and  boats  were  font,  which  foon  after  brought  away  Enfign 
Pifchard,  and  the  guard  of  20  men,  which  was  remaining  at 
Perrino-’s  redoubt  to  the  north. 

O 

The  batteries  had  been  fo  much  relied  upon  as  the  heft  defences  of 
the  fettlement,  that  the  defertion  of  them  on  the  very  firft  day  they 
were  attacked  created  general  confternation  ; and  the  uproar  of  1500 
black  Portuguefe  in  the  fort  increafed  the  confufion.  Of  the 
Lafcars,  who  had  been  inlifted  to  ferve  the  cannon,  not  more  than 
twenty,  and  of  the  buxerries  not  one,  remained.  The  Armenian 
' and  Portuguefe  militia  were  ftupified  with  fear.  However,  the 
Englifti  ftill  preferved  their  courage,  and  fmall  parties  were  detached 
to  ‘the  church,  to  Mr.  Eyres,  oppofite  the  angle  of  the  north-eaft 
baftion,  to  Mr.  Cruttenden’s  on  the  north,  and  to  the  governor’s 
houfe  on  the  fouth,  all  which  commanded  the  ramparts.  In  the 
mean  time  the  enemy  had  drilled  the  three  guns  which  had  been 
- fpiked  and  left  in  the  eaftern  battery,  and  turned  them  on  the  fort  ■; 
whilft  numbers  of  their  troops,  fheltering  themfelves  in  the  trenches 
which  had  been  dug  in  the  park,  and  behind  the  walls  of  that  in- 
clofure,  kept  a conftant  fire  of  fmall  arms  on  the  ramparts. 

A ftiip  and  feven  fmaller  veft'els,  belonging  to  the  fettlement,  lay 
before  the  fort ; and  boats,  with  the  natives  who  plied  them,  had 
been  carefully  referved.  As  night  approached,  it  was  refolved  to 
fend  all  the  European  women  on  board  the  ftiip  ; two  of  the  council 
fnperintended  their  embarkation,  and  were  accompanied  by  feveral 
of  the  militia.  Before  eight  o’clock  the  party  at  the  governor’s 
houfe,  having  been  much  galled  by  the  enemy  from  the  next  houfe 
to  the  fouth,  were  recalled;  their  retreat  expofed  the  range  of  ware- 
houfes  adjoining  to  the  fouth  curtain,  which  was  the  weakeft  part 
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of  the  fort,  becaufe  unflanked  by  any  baftion;  and  at  midnight  the  1756, 
enemy  were  heard  approaching  to  efcalade  the  terraffes  of  thefe  ware- 
houfes.  On  which  the  governor  ordered  the  drums  to  beat  the  ge- 
neral alarm  ; but  although  this  fummons  was  thrice  repeated,  not  a 
man  appeared  in  obedience  to  it,  excepting  thofe  who  were  on  duty  ^ 
but  the  enemy,  fuppofing  the  garrifon  prepared,  retreated. 

At  two  in  the  morning,  a general  council  of  war  was  held,  to 
which  all  the  Englifh,  excepting  the  common  foldiers,  were  ad- 
mitted : and  after  debating  two  hours,  whether  they  fhould  imme- 
diately efcape  to  the  fliips,  or  defer  the  retreat  until  the  next  night, 
the  council  broke  up  without  any  regular  determination  : but,  as  of 
the  two  propofals,  the  firft  was  not  carried  into  execution,  it  was  by 
many  believed  that  the  other  was  adopted. 

The  enemy  renewed  their  attacks  as  foon  as  the  morning  appear- 
ed, by  which  time  they  had  mounted  three  guns  near  the  fouth- 
weft  angle  of  the  park,  from  whence,  as  well  as  from  the  eaftern 
battery,  they  now  cannonaded  the  fort,  whilft  their  matchlock  men 
from  feveral  houfes,  and  behind  the  w^alls  of  inclofures,  fired 
upon  the  feveral  houfes  in  which  parties  w'ere  remaining,  as  well 
as  upon  the  baffions  and  ramparts.  They  had  not,  however,  ven- 
tured to  take  j)ofl'ef?ion  of  the  governor’s  houfe  to  the  fbuth,  not- 
withftanding  it  had  been  evacuated  fo  many  hours  ; and  another 
party,  under  the  command  of  Enfign  Pilchard,  was  fent  thither  early 
in  the  morning.  Ever  and  anon  fome  one  of  the  defenders  was 
killed  or  wounded  : but,  although  ten  times  the  number  of  the 
enemy  fell,  their  lols  in  fo  great  a multitude  was  fcarcely  felt,  and 
immediately  fupplied.  Before  nine,  Enfign  Pilchard  returned  to 
the  fort,  wounded,  and  was  followed  by  his  party  ; on  which  the 
detachments  in  the  church  and  the  tw’o  other  houfes  were  likewife 
recalled,  and  the  polls  they  quitted  were  immediately  taken  pof- 
felfion  of  by  the  enemy,  whole  courage  and  ablivity  increaled  with 
their  fuccels,  wdiilfi:  terror  and  confufion  prevailed  more  and  more 
"in  the  earrifon. 

Many  of  the  boats  had  deferted  in  the  night ; and  in  the  morning, 
when  it  was  intended  to  fhip  off  the  Portuguefe  wmmen  and  chil- 
dren,. 
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dren,  the  voice  of  order  was  loll:  amongll;  this  affrighted  multitude, 
of  which  every  one  prelfing  to  be  firfi:  embarked,  the  boats  were 
filled  with  more  than  they  could  carry,  and  feveral  were  overfet. 
Moil:  of  thofe  who  had  crowded  into  them  were  drowned,  and 
inch  as  floated  with  the  tide  to  the  fhore,  were  either  made  pri- 
foners  or  maffacred  ; for  the  enemy  had  taken  pofTeffion  of  all 
the  houfes  and  inclofures  along  the  banks  of  the  river,  from 
which  hations  they  Ihot  fire-arrows  into  the  Ihip  and  velfels,  in 
hopes  of  burning  them.  None  of  the  garrifon  who  had  embarked 
with  the  Englifh  women  had  returned  to  the  fliore,  and  their 
fright  being  much  increafed  by  the  fire-arrows,  they,  without  or- 
ders from  the  governor,  removed  the  fhip  from  her  flation  before 
the  fort  to  Govindpore,  three  miles  lower  down  the  river  ; on 
which  all  the  other  veffels  weighed  their  anchors  likewife,  and  fol- 
lowed the  fliip  ; and  to  increafe  the  evil  effedls  of  their  retreat,  it 
happened  at  the  \'ery  time  when  the  detachments  from  the  fort  were 
obliged  to  abandon  the  adjacent  houfes  : in  this  hour  of  trepidation 
many  of  the  Englifh  militia,  feeing  the  veffels  under  fail,  were  terri- 
fied with  the  apprehenfion  of  lofing  this  opportunity  of  efcaping, 
and  quitted  the  fhore.  The  governor,  utterly  unexperienced  in  mili- 
tary affairs,  had  hitherto  fliewn  no  averfion  to  expofe  his  perfon 
wherever  his  prefence  was  neceffary.  He  had  early  in  the  morning 
vifited  the  ramparts  ; and  after  the  retreat  of  the  detachments  from 
the  houfes,  when  an  alarm  was  given  that  the  enemy  were  en- 
deavouring to  force  their  way  through  the  gate  of  palifadoes  in  the 
wall  between  the  fouthern  baftion  and  the  line  of  guns,  had  repaired 
thither,  and  ordered  two  field-pieces  to  be  pointed  towards  the  gate  ; 
but  found  none  willing  to  obey  him.  Soon  after,  a man  came  and 
whifpered  to  him,  that  all  the  gun-powder  remaining  in  the  ma- 
gazines was  damp  and  unfit  for  fervice ; although  difmayed  by  this 
information,  he  refrained  from  divulging  it,  and  endeavoured  to 
reduce  the  confufion  which  prevailed  every  where  till  ten  o’clock  ; 
when  perceiving  that  only  two  boats  remained  at  the  wharf,  in  one 
of  which  feveral  of  his  acquaintance  were  preparing  to  efcape,  the 
dread  of  being  expofed  to  the  refentment  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  who 
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had  often  threatened  to  put  him  to  death,  prevailed  over  all  other  1756. 
confiderations,  and,  panick-ftruck,  he  hurried  into  the  other  boat, 
without  giving  warning  to  the  garrifon  : the  military  commanding 
officer,  and  leveral  others  who  faw  him  embark,  follow'ed  his  ex- 
ample, and  accompanied  him  to  the  fhi]). 

The  aftoniffiment  of  thofe  who  remained  in  the  fort  was  not 
greater  than  their  indignation  at  this  defertion  ; and  nothing  was 
heard  for  fome  time  but  execrations  againft  the  fugitives.  How'- 
ever,  the  concourfe  foon  proceeded  to  deliberation,  when  Mr. 
Pearkes,  the  eldefl  member  of  the  council  in  the  fort,  religned  his 
riehtof  command  to  Mr.  Hohvell.  d'he  wffiole  number  of  militia 
and  military  now  remaining  amounted  only  to  190  men  : and 
two  or  three  boats  being  returned  to  the  wharf,  the  new  governor, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  more  delertioiis,  locked  the  weftern  gate 
ieadino;  to  the  rl\  er. 

The  Ihip  which  had  been  flationed  at  the  northern  redoubt,  flill 
remained  there  ; and  the  garrifon,  having  determined  to  defend 
themfelves  vigorouOy  until  they  could  repair  on  board  of  her,  an 
officer  was  difpatched  in  a boat  wdth  orders  to  the  captain  to  bring 
her  down  immediately  to  the  fort.  But  the  reliance  upon  this  re- 
iburce  was  of  ffiort  duration  ; for  the  ffiip  coming  dow'n,  ftruck  on 
a land-bank,  and  was  immediately  aliandoned  by  the  crew.  In  the 
mean  time  the  fort  was  \varmly  attacked,  and  bravely  defended  until 
the  enemy  ceafed  firing  at  noon  : neither  did  they  renew  their  efforts 
with  much  vigour  during  the  reft  of  the  day,  or  the  fucceeding  night; 
but  employed  themfelves  in  letting  lire  to  all  the  adjacent  houfes, 
excepting  thole  which  commanded  the  ramj)arts.  In  this  interval 
the  garrifon  continually  threw  out  lignals,  flags  by  day  and  fires 
by  night,  calling  the  velfels  at  Govinclpore  to  return  to  the  fort  : 
but  this  their  laft  expedlation  of  relief  was  likewile  difappointed, 
for  not  a fing^le  veflel  came  to  their  affiftance. 

The  next  morning  the  enemy  recommenced  their  attacks  wdth 
greater  numbers  than  ever  ; and  whilft  fome  of  the  garrifon  were 
expoling  themfelves  witk  much  relblution,  others  were  entreating 
Mr.  Holwell  to  capitulate  ; who,  to  calm  the  minds  of  fuch  as 
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1756.  delponded^  at  fun-rife,  threw  a letter  from  the  rampart,  written 
w.  ' priioner  Omichund,  to  Monickchund,  the  governor  of 

Ilughley,  who  commanded  a confiderable  body  of  troops  in  the 
army  before  the  fort,  requefting  him  to  intercede  with  the  Nabob 
to  ceafe  hoftilities,  fince  the  Englifh  were  reaxly  to  obey  his  com- 
mands, and  only  perfifted  in  defending  the  fort  to  preferve  their 
Ih  es  and  honour.  The  letter  was  taken  up,  but  the  enemy  never- 
thelefs  continued  theii'  attacks  until  noon,,  when  a large  body  at- 
tempted to  efcalade  the  northern  curtain,  under  cover  of  a Idrono- 
fire  of  their  fmall  arms  from  IMr.,  Cruttenden’s  houfe  : but,  after 
perfevering  half  an  hour  they  were  repulfed,  and  . the  fire  on  all 
the  other  quarters  of  the  fort  ceafed  as  foon  as  this  body  retreated. 
In  thefe  few  hours  twenty-five  of  the  garrilbii  had  been  killed,  or 
were  lying  defperately  wnunded,  and  feventy  more  had  received 
fighter  hurts  ; and  the  common  foldiers  having  broke  open  the 
flore.-houfe  of  arrack,  were  intoxicated  bevond  all  fenfe  of  duty. 

At  two  the  enemy  appeared  again,  but  adled  faintly  and.  at  four 
a man  was-  difeovered  advancing,  with  a flag  of  truce  in  his  hand, 
which  Mr.  Holwedl,  at  the  general  requeft,  anfwered  with  another 
on  the  fouth-ead  baflion,  from  whence  he  at  the  fame  time  threw  a 
letter  which  he  had  prepared,  addreffed  to  the  duan,  Roydulub, 
of  the  fame  purport  as  that  which  Omichund  had  written  in  the 
morning  to  Monickchund.  A parley  enfued,  during  which  many 
of  the  enemy  flocked  to  the  eaflern  gate  of  the  fort,  and  to  the 
gate  of  palifadoes  near  the  fouth-wefl;  baflion,  both  which  they 
attempted  to  cut  down  whirfl  greater  numbers,  with  fcaling  lad- 
ders, endeavoured  to  mount  the  warehoufes  to  the  fouth  : a fliot 
was  likewife  fired,  which  wounded  Mr.  Bailley,  as  he  w-as  flanding 
on  the  s.  E.  baflion  with  Mr.  Hohvell,  who  immediately  ran  down 
to  bring  men  to  the  ramparts  : but  few  obeyed,  and  thofe  who 
would  have  been  willing,  had  retired  to  various  parts  of  the  fort  to 
get  fleep  ; and  whilfl  fearch  w^as  making  for  them,  the  drunken, 
foldiers,  intending  to  efcape  to  the  river,  broke  open  the  v/eflern 
gate  of  the  fort,  jufl  as  a body  of  the  enemy  had  forced  the  gate  of 
palifades,  and  were  rufliing  to  attack  this  likewife,  which  they 
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found  opening : others  at  the  fame  time  had  efcaladed  the  warehoufes. 
In  this  confuiion  no  refinance  was  made,  and  every  one  furren- 
dering his  arms,  the  Nabob’s  troops  refrained  from  bloodfhed  ; 
hut  about  20  of  .the  garrifon  ran  to  tha  n.  w.  baftion,  and  dropped 
from  the  embrafures,  where  fome  efcaped  along  the  flime  of  the 
river,  and  others  were  furrounded  and  taken  prifoners. 

At  five  the  Nabob  entered  the  fort,  accompanied  by  his  general 
Meer  Jaffier,  and  mofi:  of  the  principal  officers  of  his  army.  He 
immediately  ordered  Omichund  and  Kiffiendals  to  be  brought  before 
him,  and  received  them  with  civility  ; and  having  bid  Ibme  of- 
ficers go  and  take  poffeffion  of  the  company’s  trealury,  he  proceeded 
to  the  principal  apartment  of  the  factory,  where  he  lat  in  flate  and 
received  the  compliments  of  his  court  and  attendants  in  magnificent 
ex[)reffions  of  his  prowefs  and  good  fortune.  Soon  after  he  fent  for 
hir.  Holwell,  to  w’hom  he  expreffed  much  relcntment  at  the  pre- 
fumption  of  the  Englifh  in  daring  to  defend  the  fort,  and  much  dif- 
fatisfaftion  at  the  fmallnefs  of  the  lum  found  in  the  treafury,  w’hich 
did  not  exceed  50,000  rupees.  Mr.  Holwell  had  two  other  confe- 
rences W'ith  him  on  this  fubjebt  before  feven  o’clock,  wffien  the 
Nabob  difmilTed  him  with  repeated  affurances,  on  the  w'ord  of  a 
fbldier,  that  he  (hould  fuffer  no  harm. 

Mr.  Holwell,  returning  to  his  unfortunate  companions,  found 
them  affembled  and  furrounded  by  a flrong  guard.  Several  build- 
ings on  the  north  and  fouth  fides  of  the  fort  were  already  in  flames, 
W'hich  approached  with  lb  thick  a fmoke  on  either  hand,  that  the 
prifoners  imagined  their  enemies  had  caufed  this  conflagration,  in 
order  to  fuffijcatc  them  between  the  two  fires.  On  each  fide  of  the 
eafliern  gate  of  the  fort  extended  a range  of  chambers  adjoining  to* 
the  curtain  ; and  before  the  chambers  a varanda,  or  open  gallery  : it 
was  of  arched  mafonry,  and  intended  to  fhelter  the  foldiers  from 
the  lun  and  rain,  but  being  low,  almofl:  totally  obflrubted  the 
chambers  behind  from  the  light  and  air  ; and.  whilfl;  fome  of  the^ 
guard  were  looking  in  other  parts  of  the  factory  for  proper  places' 
to  confine  the  prilbners  during  the  night,  tlie  refi:  ordered  them  to* 

aflemble  in  ranks  under  the  varanda  on  the  ri2;ht-hand  of'the  -siate- 
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way  ; where  they  remained  for  fomc  time  with  fo  little  fufpicion  of 
their  impending  fate,  that  they  laughed  among  themfelves  at  the 
feeming  oddity  of  this  difpofition,  and  amufed  themfelves  with  con- 
iecKiring  what  they  fliould  next  be  ordered  to  do.  About  eight 
o’clock,  thofe  who  had  been  fent  to  examine  the  rooms  reported 
that  they  had  found  none  fit  for  the  purpofe-;  On  which  the  prin- 
cipal officer  commanded  the  prifoners  to  go  into  one  of  the  rooms- 
which  flood  behind  them  along  the  varanda.  It  was  the  common 
dungeon  of  the  garrifon,  who  ufed  to  call  it  I’he  Black  Hole.  Many 
of  the  prifoners  knowing  the  place,  began  to  expoftulate ; upon  which 
the  officer  ordered  his  men  to  cut  d.own  thofe  who  hefrtated  * on 
which  the  prifoners  obeyed.  But  before  all  were  within,  the  room 
w^as  fb  thronged,  that  the  lafl  entered  wdtli  difficulty..  The  g-uard 
immediately  clofed  and  locked  the  door  ; confining  146  perfons  in 
a room  not  20  feet  fquare,  with  only  two  fmall  windows,  and  thefe 
obllrudled  by  the  varanda. 

It  was  the  hottefl  feafon  of  the  year;  and  the  night  uncommonly 
fultry  even  at  this  feafon.  The  exceffive  prelfure  of  their  bodies 
againfl  one  another,  and  the  intolerable  heat  which  prevailed  as  foon* 
as  the  door  w^as  fhut,  convinced  the  prifoners  that  it  w^as  impoffible 
to  live  through  the  night  in  this  horrible  confinement ; and  violent 
attempts  were  immediately  made  to  force  the  door  ; but  wdthout 
effedl,  for  it  opened  inward,  on  which  many  began  to  give  a loofe- 
to  rage.  Mr.  Hoiwell,  who  had  placed  himfelf  at  one  of  the 
windows,  exhorted  them  to  remain  compofed  both  in  body  and' 
mind,  as  the  only  means  of  furviving  the  night,  and  his.remon-' 
flrances  produced  a fhort  interval  of  quiet;  during  wdiich  he  applied- 
to  an  old  Jemautdar,  who  bore  feme  marks  of  humanity  in  his^ 
countenance,  promifing  to  give  him  a thoufand  rupees  in  the  morn- 
ing, if  he  W'ould  feparate  the  priloners  into  two  chambers.  The 
old  man  went  to  try,  but  returning,  in  a few  minutes,,  faid  it  w'as- 
impoffible  ; when  Mr.  Hoiwell  offered  him  a larger  fum  ; on  which^^ 
he  retired  once  more,  and  returned  wdth  the  fatal  fentence,  that  no 
relief  could  be  expefted,  becaufe  the  Nabob  was  afleep,  and  no  one 
dared  to  wake  him. 


In 
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In  the  mean  time  every  minute  had  increafed  their  fuiFerings.  1756. 
The  firft  effeft  of  their  confinement  was  a profufe  and  continued 
fweat,  which  foon  produced  intolerable  thirfl,  fucce^ded  by  excru- 
ciating pains  in  the  bread,  with  difficulty  of  breathing  little  fhort 
of  luffbcation.  Various  means  were  tried  to  obtain  more  room 
and  air.  Every  one  dripped  od'  his  cloaths  ; every  hat  was  put  in 
motion ; and  thefe  methods  affording  no  relief,  it  was  propofed 
that  they  fliould  all  fit  down  on  their  hams  at  the  fame  time,  and 
after  remaining  a little  while  in  this  podure,  rife  all  together.  This 
fatal  expedient  was  thrice  repeated  before  they  had  been  confined 
an  hour ; and  every  time,  feveral,  unable  to  rear  themfelves  again, 
fell,  and  were  trampled  to  death  by  their  companions.  Attempts  were 
again  made  to  force  the  door,  v hich,  failing  as  before,  redoubled 
their  rage  r but  the  third  increafing,  nothing  but  water  ! water  ! 
became  foon  after  the  general  cry.  The  gnod  Jemautdar  imme- 
diately ordered  fome  Ikins  of  water  to  be  brought  to  the  MundowS  ; 
but,  indead  of  relief,  his  benevolence  became  a more  dreadful  caufe- 
of  dedruefion  ; for  the  fight  of  the  water  threw  every  one  into  fuch 
exceffive  agitations  and  ravings,  that,  unable  to  relid  this  violent" 
imjnilfe  of  nature,  none  could  wait  to  be  regulai  ly  ferved,  but  each' 
with  the  utmod  ferocitv  battled  againd  thofe  who  were  likelv  to 
get  it  before  him  ; and  in  thefe  conflidfs  many  were  either  preded 
to  death  by  the  efforts  of  others,  or  fuffocated  by  their  own.  This 
Icene,  indead  of  j)roducing  compadion  in  the  guard  without,  only 
excited  their  mirth  ; and  they  held  u])  lights  to  the  bars,  in  order 
to  have  the  diabolical  fatisfablionof  viewing  the  deplorable  contentions 
of  the  fuderers  within;  who,  finding  it  impoffible  to  get  anv  water 
whild  it  was  thus  furioufiy  diiputed,  at  length  fudered  thofe  who 
were  neared  to  the  windows,  to  con\  e}’  it  in-  their  hats  to  thofe  be- 
hind themi.  It  proved  no  relief  either  to  their  third,  or  other  fuf- 
ferings  ; for  the  fever  encreafed  every  moment  with  the  encreafing 
depravity  of  the  air  in  the  dungeon,  which  had  been  I'o  often  re- 
fi)ired,  and  was  faturated  with  the  hot  and  deleterious  effluvia  of 
putrifying  bodies  ; of  which  the  dench  was  little  lefs  than  mortal. 

Before  midnight,  all  whawere  alive  and  had  not  partaken  of  the- 
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air..at  the  whitlows,  were  either  in  a lethargic  fti3pefa(5tion,  or  rav- 
ring  whth  delirium.  Every  kind  of  invedlive  and  abufe  was  uttered, 
4n  hopes  of  provoking  the  guaixi  to  j^ut  an  end  to  their  mlferies,  by 
■'firing  into  the  dungeon;  and  whilfr  lome' were  blalpheming  their 
creator  with  the  frantic  execrations  of  torment  in  defpair,  heaven 
was  implored  by  others  with  wild  and  incoherent  ptayers  ; until  the 
weaker,  exhaufled  by  thele  agitations,  at  length  laid  down  quietly 
and  exoired  on  the  bodies  of  their  dead  or  agonizing  friends.  Thole 
who  flill  furvived  in  the  inward  jiart  of  the'dungeon,  finding  .that 
the  water  had  afforded  them  >no  relief,  made  efforts  to  obtain 
ail’,  by  ;endeavouring  to  fcramble  over  the  heads  of  thole  W'ho  'ffood 
between  them  and  the  windows  ; where  the  utmoff  ftrength  of 
every  one  was  employed  for  two  hours,  either  in  maintaining  his 
ovv^n  ground,  or  in  endeavouring  to  get  that  of  which-others'were  in 
poffelfion.  All  regards  of  comnafiieii  and  affedlion  were  loff,  and 

■ 1 O ^ 

.no  one  would  recede  or  give  way  for  the  relief  of  another.Taintnefs 
Sometimes  gave  Ihort  paui'es  of  quiet,  but  the  firft  motion  of  any  one 
renewed  the  ffruggle  through  all,  under -which  ever  and  anon  ibme 
one  funk  to  rife  no  more.  At^two  o’clock  not  more  than  fifty  re- 
mained alive.  But  ^even  this  number  were  too  many  to  partake 
of  the  laving  ■air,  the  conteft  for  which  and  life,  continued 
until  the  morn,  long  implored,  began  to  break;  and,  with  the 
hope  of  relief,  gave  the  few  furvivors  a view^of  the  dead.  The  fur- 
vivors  then  at  the  window,  finding  that  their  in  treaties  could  not 
prevail  on  the  guard  to  open  the  door,  k occurred  to  Mr,  Cooke, 
the  fecretary-of  the  council,  that  IMr,  Jdolwell,  if  alive,  might  have 
more  influence  to  obtain  their  relief-;  an^d  two  of  the  company  un- 
dertaking the  fearch,  diicovered  him,  having  frill  fomefigns  of  life; 
but  w'hen  they  bi'ought  him  -towards  the  window,  everyone  refilled 
to  quit  his  place,  excepting  Ccqitain  Mills,  who  with  rare  gcnero- 
fity  oflered  to  refign  bis.;  on  which  the  reft  likewife  agreed  to  make 
room.  He  had  fcarcely  begun  to  recover  his  fenfes,  before  an  of- 
ficer, fent  by  the  Nabob,  came  and  enquired  if  the  Englllh  chief 
furvived ; and  foon  after  the  fame  man  returned  with  an  order  to 

■ open  the  prifon.  The  dead  were  fo  thronged,  and  the  furvivors  had 
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fo  little  ftrength  remaining,  that  they  were  employed  near  half  an 
hour  ill  removing  the  bodies  which  lay  againfl:  the  door,  before 
they  could  clear  a paflage  to  go  out  one  at  a time  ; when  of  one 
hundred  and  forty-fix  who  went  in,  no  more  than  twenty -three' 
came  out  alive,  the  ghaftlieft  forms  that  ever  were  feen  alive.  The 
Nabob’s  troops  beheld  them,  and  the  havock  of  death  from  which 
they  had  efcapcd,  with  indifference;  but  did  not  prevent  them  from  ^ 
removing  to  a diftance,  and  were  immediately  obliged,  by  the 
intolerable  flench,  to  clear  the  dungeon,  whilfl  others  dug  a ditch  » 
on  the  outfde  of  the  fort,  into  which  all  the  dead  bodies  were  pro-  - 
mifcLioufly  thrown. 

Mr,  TIolwell,  unable  to  fland,  was  loon 'after  carried  to  the 
Nabob,  who- was  fo  far  from  fhewing  any  compaffion  for  his  con-  - 
dition,  or  reinorfe  for  the  death  of  the  other  prifoners,  that  he  only 
talked  of  the  treaflires  which  the  Englifh  had  buried  ; and  threaten-  - 
ing  him  with  faither  injuries,  if  he  perfifted  in  concealing  them, 
ordered  him  to  be  kept  a prifoner.  The  officers  to  whofe  charge  he 
•was  delivered,  put  him  into  fetters,  together  with  Meffrs.  Court  and  - 
Walcot,  who  were  likewife  fiijijiofed  to  know  fomething  of  the  ~ • 
treafures ; the  red  of  the  furvivors,  amongft  whom  were  Meffrs.  - 
Cooke  and  Mills,  were  told  they  might  go  where  they  pleafed  ; but 
an  Englifh  woman,  the  only  one. of  her  fex  amongft  the  fufferers, . 
was  refcrved  for  the  feraglio  of  the  general  Meer  Jaffier.  The  dread  i 
of  remaining  any  longer  within  the  reach  of  fuch  barbarians  deter-  - 
mined  moft  of  them  to  remove  immediately,  as  far  as  their  drength  a 
enabled  them,  from  the  fort,  and  mod  tended  towards  the  veffels  - 
which  were  dill  in  fight  ; but  when  they  reached  Govindpore  in  the 
fouthern  part  of  the  company’s  bounds,  they  were  informed  that 
guards  were  dationed  to  prevent  any  jierfons  from  paffing  to  the 
veffels,  on  which  mod  of  them  took  fhelter  in  deferted  huts,  where  - 
fome  of  the  natives,  who  had  ferved  the  Englifh  in  different  employ-  - 
ments,  came  and  adminidered  to  their  immediate  wants.  Two  or  c 
three  however  ventured,  and  got  to  the  veffels  before  fun-fet.  Their  * 
appearance  and  the  dreadful  tale  they  had  to  tell  were  the  fevered  . 
of  reproaches  to  thofe.on  board,  who,  intent  only  on  their  own  pre-  • 
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1756U,  i^rvation,  had  made  no  efforts  to  facilitate  the  efcape  of  the  reft  of 
the  garrifon  : never  perha]:)3  was  fuch  an  opi)ortunity  of  performing 
an  heroic  action  fo  ignominioufty  neglefted  : for  a tingle  iloop,  with 
fifteen  brave  men  on  board,  might,  in  Ipiteof  all  the  efforts  of  the 
enemy,  have  come  np,  and,  anchoring  \inder  the  fort,  have  carried 
away  all  wdio  fuffered  in  the  dungeon. 

But  the  trepidation  on  board  of  all  the  vefTels  had  been  fo  great, 
that,  having  Jailed  in  the  morniiig  in  order  to  proceed  lower  down 
the  river,  the  hre  from  the  fort  of  Tannali,  wheie  the  eneiny  had 
again  mounted  Je\'er.al  pieces  of  cannon,  drove  a fnow  and  a floop 
aJhore;  on  which  the  reft  returned  to  the  ftation  they  had  quitted  at 
Go\'iudpore,  where  they  remained  until  the  24th,  when  they  were 
joined  by  two  fhips  from  Bombay,  which  came  up  the  rher,  and 
had  I'uftained  tlie  fire  of  Tannah  without  any  hurt.  Encouraged  by 
this  example  and  reinforcement,  the  fleet  again  weighed  anchor,  and 
j)roceediDg  with  better  conduff,  puffed  the  fort  of  Tannah  with  the 
lofs  of  -only  two  lafcars  ; on  the  25th  they  paffed  Buzbuzia,  another 
fort  twenty  miles  lower  down,  where  the  enemy  were  only  preparing 
to  mount  .cannon  : here  another  veffel  was  ftranded  by  bad  na^'i- 
gation  : on  the  libththey  arfned  at  Fulta,  a town  with  a market, 
which  is  the  ftation  of  all  the  Dutch  fhi]:)ping.  The  loutherly 
monioon  which  prevailed  at  this  time  rendering  it  impoflible  to  quit 
the  river,  it  w.as  determined  to  remain  at  Fulta,  if  not  driven  away 
by  the  Nabob,  imtil  the  feafon  changed. 

Mean  while  the  Nabob’s  army  were  employed  in  plundering  Cal- 
cutta, where  the  booty,  although  fufficient  to  gratify  the  common 
foldierv,  produced  nothing  that  anfwered  the  expeftations  which 
had  urged  the  Nabob  to  get  jioffeftion  of  the  J'ettlement.  Moll;  of 
the  inhabitants,  excepting  Omichund,  had  removed  their  valuable 
effefts  ; but  in  his  treaJury  were  found  400,000  rujiees,  beiides  many 
valuable  effedfs,  Moft  of  the  merchandizes  provided  in  the  country 
had  beenJhipped  to  different  ports  before  the  month  of  April,  after 
which  time  vefl'els  camiot  2,0  out  of  the  river.  None  of  the  com- 
pany’s  fhips  were  arrived  from  England  ; and  none  of  thole  belong- 
ing to  pri\  ate  merchants  were  returned  from  their  voyages;  and  the 
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greateft  part  of  the  commodities  imported  in  the  preceding  year  1756. 
were  fold ; neither  had  the  goods  providing  at  the  aurungs  for  the 
enfuing  feafon  been  brought  to  Calcutta  ; fo  that  the  whole  amount 
of  the  merchandizes  remaining  in  the  fettlement  did  not  exceed  in 
value  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ; which  was  much 
diminifhed  before  they  had  palTed  through  the  rapine  of  the  foldiery, 

•and  the  embezzlement  of  the  officers  appointed  to  manage  the 
plunder.  The  Nabob,  irritated  by  the  difappointment  of  his  ex- 
pedlations  of  immenfe  wealth,  ordered  Mr.  Holwell  and  the  two 
other  prifoners  to  be  lent  to  Muxadavad,  in  hopes  that  they  would 
at  laft  difcover  where  the  treafures  of  the  fettlement  were  buried. 

This  order  was  executed  by  his  officers  with  all  the  feverity  that 
the  fear  of  caufing  the  death  of  the  prifoners  would  admit.  They 
were  put  into  an  open  boat,  without  ffielter  from  the  intenfe  fun 
and  heavy  rain  of  the  feafon,  fed  only  with  rice  and  water,  and 
loaded  with  irons,  notwithftanding  their  bodies  were  covered  with 
painful  boils  ; a crifis  by  which  all  who  furvived  the  dungeon  re- 
covered of  their  fever.  In  their  palfage  up  the  river,  they  received 
fome  rcfreffiments  from  the  Dutch  fettlement  at  Chinchura  ; 
and  both  the  French  and  Dutch  at  Coffimbuzar  adminiftered  to 
them  all  the  offices  of  humanity  which  their  guard  would  permit, 
who,  on  their  arrival  at  the  capital,  chofe  a cow-houfe  for  the  place 
of  their  confinement. 

It  could  fcarcely  be  imagined  that  the  Nabob,  after  fuch  flagrant 
injuries,  Ihould  fuffer  the  remains  of  the  colony  to  abide  within  his 
dominions,  in  expe6lation  of  reinforcements.  . But  there  always 
reigned  fo  much  confufion  in  his  mind,  that  he  rarely  carried  his 
ideas  beyond  the  prefent  appearance  of  things  ; and,  Ibothed  by  the 
compliments  of  his  courtiers  into  a belief  that  the  redublion  of  Cal- 
cutta was  the  moft  glorious  and  heroic  atchievement  that  had  been 
performed  in  Indolfan  fince  the  days  of  Tamerlane,  he  imagined 
that  the  Engllfli  nation  would  never  dare  to  appear  again  in  arms 
in  his  country ; and,  having  written  letters  full  of  thefe  commen- 
dations of  himfelf  to  Delhi,  he  negle<51:cd  to  purfue  the  fugitives, 
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5 <5.  and  determined  to  avail  himfelf  of  the  terror  of  his  arms  againft  his 
rival  and  relation,  the'Phoufdar  of  Purneah. 

To  perpetuate  the  memory  of  his  vidory  he  ordered  the  name  of 
Calcutta  to  be  changed  to  Alinagore,  fignifying  T’he  Pori  of  God'% 
and,  leaving  a garrifon  of  3000  men,  and  Monickchund  to  command 
in  the  place,  he  departed  with  the  reft  of  his  army  on  the  fecond 
of  July.  Two  or  three  days  before  his  departure  he  publifhed  leave 
to  fuch  as  had  efcaped  the  dungeon  to  return  to  their  houfes  in  the 
town,  where  they  were  fupplied  with  provilions  by  Omichund, 
whofe  intercefiion  had  probably  procured  their  return.  But  this  in- 
dulgence was  rendered  of  fhort  duration  by  the  intemperance  of 
a ferjeant,  who  in  a fit  of  drunkennefs  killed  a Moorman.  This 
happened  on  the  laft  of  June,  on  which  the  ban  was  publifhed  againft 
every  European  who  fhould  be  found  in  the  territory.  All  fled 
immediately  to  the  French,  Dutch,  and  Pruffian  factories,  from 
whence  at  different  times  moft  of  them  repaired  to  the  fleet  at 
Fulta. 

As  foon  as  the  Nabob’s  army  had  croffed  the  river  near  Hughley, 
lie  fent  a detachment  to  the  French,  and  another  to  the  Dutch  fet- 
tlement,  threatening  to  extirpate  them  both,  if  they  did  not  im- 
mediately pay  him  a large  fum  of  money  : but,  after  receiving  many 
fubmiffive  affu ranees  of  their  pacific  difpofitions,  he  confented  to  re- 
leafe  the  Dutch  for  the  fum  of  450,000  rupees,  and  the  French 
for  100,000  lefs  ; which  difference,  it  is  faid,  he  made  becaufe  the 
French  had  fupplied  him  with  200  chefis  of  gunpowder,  as  he  was 
marching  to  Calcutta.  At  the  fame  time  he  releafed  Mr.  Watts 
and  Mr.  Collet,  who  had  hitherto  been  led  prifoners  in  his  camp, 
and  configned  them  to  the.  care  of  the  Dutch  governor  at  Chin- 
chura,  from  whom  he  took  an  obligation  to  produce  them  when- 
foever  they  fhould  be  demanded.  On  the  1 1 th  he  arrived  at 
Muxadavad,  from  whence  he  iffued  orders,  commanding  the  feizure 
and  fequeftration  of  all  the  effedls  and  merchandizes  belonging  to 
the  Englifh,  or  their  tenants,  in  all  parts  of  his  dominions.  How- 
ever, finding  that  no  difeoveries  could  be  obtained  concerning  the 
treafures  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  buried  in  Calcutta,  he,  on  the 
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j6th,  in  compliance  with  the  frequent  interceffioils  of  the  Aviclow  1756. 
of  Allaverdy,  releafed  Mr.  Holwell  and  his  two  companions,  figni- 
fying  their  deliverance  in  perfon,  as  he  was  palTing  by  the  Ihed 
of  their  confinement.  They  immediately  repaired  to  the  Dutch 
fa6lory,  where  they  were  received  with  much  hol])itality,  and 
frorh  thence  proceeded  to  Chinchura. 

Meanwhile,  the  fleet  remained  at  Fulta,  where  they  were  joined 
by  feveral  other  veflels  from  the  fea.  The  com])any’s  agents  likevnfe 
from  the  fubordinate  fadtories  at  Dacca,  Jugdea,  and  Ballafore, 
having  on  the  firfl;  alarm  efcaped  from  thefe  refidencies,  reforted  to 
the  fleet.  For  fome  time  no  provflions  could  be  procured  ; but  as 
foon  as  the  Nabob’s  army  left  Calcutta,  the  country  peojfle  ven- 
ture to  fupply  them. 

The  want  of  convenient  fhelter,  as  w'ell  as  the  dread  of  being 
fljrprifed,  obliged  them  all  to  fleep  on  board  the  veflels,  which  were 
fo  much  crowded,  that  all  lay  promifcuoufly  on  the  decks,  without 
fhelter  from  the  rains  of  the  feafon,  and  for  fome  time  without  a 
change  of  raiment  ; for  none  had  brought  any  flore  away  : and 
thefe  hardfliips,  inconfiderable  as  they  may  feem,  were  grievous  to 
perfons,  of  whom  the  greatefl:  part  had  lived  many  years  in  the 
gentle  eafe  of  India.  But  fufferings  which  the  hardiefl:  cannot  refifl: 
enfued  : for  the  lower  part  of  Bengal,  between  the  two  arms  of  the 
Ganges,  is  the  mofl:  unhealthy  country  in  the  world  ; and  many 
died  of  a malignant  fever,  which  infeded  all  the  veffels. 

But,  inflead  of  alleviating  their  diftrefles  by  that  fj^irit  of  mutual 
good-will,  which  is  fuppofed  to  prevail  amongfl:  companions  in  mi- 
fery,  every  one  turned  his  mind  to  invidious  difcufflons  of  the 
caufes  which  had  produced  their  misfortunes  ; although  all  feemed  to 
expe(?I  a day  when  they  fhould  be  rcftored  to  Calcutta.  The  younger 
men  in  the  company’s  feivice,  who  had  not  held  any  part  in  the 
government,  endeavoured  to  fix  every  kind  of  blame  on  their  fu- 
periors,  whom  they  wiflied  to  fee  removed  from  ftations,  to  which 
they  expcflcd  to  fucceed.  At  the  fame  time,  the  members  of  the 
council  accufed  one  another,  all  concurring  to  lay  the  feverefl: 
blame  upon  the  governor  ; and  thefe  examples  gave  rife  to  the  fame 
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1756.  fpirlt  of  malevolence  amongfl:  thofe  who  could  derive  no  benefit  from 
their  iiivedlives,  beyond  the  vanity  of  their  temporary  importance. 

‘ The  condudt  of  the  military  operations  was  void  of  method,  fub- 
ordination,  difcipline,  and  Ikill.  All  the  out-pofts  W'ere  at  too  great 
a diftaiice  from  the  fort  ; only  the  three  or  four  neareft  buildings 
ihould  have  been  occupied  : all  beyond  them  blown  up,  or  the  floors 
of  their  upper  flories  ruined.  The  walls  of  all  the  iiiclofures  with- 
in the  aim  of  mulket-fliot  from  the  fort,  flrould  have  been  demo- 
lifhed,  and  the  rubbifh  removed.  A ditch  and  palifade  fliould  have 
been  carried  on,  if  time  admitted  no  more,  at  leafl;  in  the  weakeft 
parts,  round  the  fort,  efpecially  along  the  warehoufes  to  the  fouth. 
Shells  fhould  have  been  thrown  wherever  the  enemy  aflembled  or 
took  pofl,  and  refolute  fallies  fhould  have  been  made  in  the  night 
into  their  open  quarters,  which  in  fuch  a multitude  mufl;  have  been 
many.  By  thefe  means  the  defence  might  have  been  protradled  ten 
days,  during  which,  if  the  Nabob  could  not  be  appeafed,  the  ar- 
rival of  the  fliips  of  the  feafon  would  have  fecured  the  retreat  of 
the  defenders  and  their  families  without  danger.  Although  nothing 
of  thefe  operations  was  executed,  the  negledt  of  them  was  not  im- 
puted ; but  cowardice  in  general  was  reproached  to  thofe  who  firfl; 
left  the  Ihore,  and  with  little  decency,  by  thole  who  accompanied, 
or  followed  their  flight,  and  all  aflTembled  at  Fulta,  excepting  three 
or  four,  were  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  predicaments. 

The  caufes  to  which  the  refentment  of  the  Nabob  was  imputed, 
were  more  vague,  but  cafl;,  if  polfible,  more  blame.  The  paper, 
which  was  figned  by  Mr.  Watts  immediately  after  he  was  made 
prifoner  at  Cofiimbuzar,  was  urged  as  a proof  that  the  government 
of  Bengal  had  been  defrauded  of  vafl:  fums  by  the  abufe  v^'hich  the 
company’s  agents  had  made  of  the  dujiucks  or  paflTports  for  trade, 
which,  it  is  faid,  had  been  commonly  fold  to  the  Indian  merchants 
refiding  in  the  fettlement,  who  were  not  entitled  to  that  privilege  : 
but,  although  this  fraud  was  fometimes  committed  bv  the  indigent 
and  profligate,  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  Englifh  commerce  was  carried 
on  by  men,  whofe  charadler  and  fortune  placed  them  beyond  the 
necelfity  or  fufpicion  of  fuch  a meannefs  : fo  that  this  praftice 
could  not  have  been  either  fo  frequent  or  injurious  to  the  revenues  of 
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Bengal,  as  the  rapacious  minifters  of  Siirajah  Dowlah  might  have  1756. 
made  him  believe ; more  efpecially  lince  the  Nabob  Allaverdy 
never  accufed  the  Eiiglifh  of  fuch  illicit  pradlices.  The  other  article 
figned  by  Mr.  Watts,  concerning  the  prote6tion  given  to  the  fubjeda 
of  the  Nabob,  was  likewife  infilled  on ; although  for  fifteen  years 
before  KifTendafs,  the  government  had  never  claimed  any  perlbns 
who  took  up  their  refidence  in  Calcutta.  However,  thefe  refledlions 
carrying  againfi:  no  one  in  particular,  it  was  boldly  afferted,  that  the 
prote6lIon  of  KifTendafs,  which  certainly  did  contribute  to  the  Na- 
bob’s refentment,  had  been  purchafed  by  large  bribes  : but  this  ac- 
cufatlon  was  abfurd,  becaufe  they  muft  have  come  through  his  hofi; 
Omichund,  whom  the  prefidency  regarded  as  the  firft,  though  la- 
tent caufe  of  all  their  calamities,  and  punilhed  accordingly.  It  was 
likewife  afferted,  that  the  governor,  Mr.  Drake,  had  written  an  in- 
folent  letter  to  the  Nabob,  in  anfwer  to  his  order  for  demolifhing 
the  fortifications  ; and  that  he  fent  a meffage  of  defiance  to  him 
by  the  fpy  who  brought  the  letter  concerning  KifTendafs : reports, 
for  which  no  evidence  was  produced. 

There  Is  fufficient  teflimony  to  believe  that  the  fagacity  of  Alla- 
verdy, refleding  on  the  fates  of  Nazirjing  and  Chunderlaheb,  the 
fubfequent  war  in  Coromandel,  and  the  late  reduction  of  Angria, 
and  comparing  thefe  military  exploits  of  the  French  and  Englifh 
with  the  former  humility  of  their  condition  in  the  Mogul’s  do- 
minions, fhould  have  advifed  his' young  fucceffor,  Surajah  Dowlah, 
to  watch  the  military  meafures  of  all  the  Euroj)ean  fettlements  in 
Bengal,  and  to  fuffer  no  increafe  in  their  garrilbns,  nor  addition  In 
their  fortifications,  and  to  crufh  immediately  whichfoever  of  them 
fhould  manifefl  any  lymptom  of  defiance,  or  confidence  in  their 
own  flrength  ; but  at  the  fame  time  to  give  every  encouragement 
to  their  commercial  views,  not  only  as  an  effential  benefit  to  the 
province,  but  likewife  as  the  beft  fecurity  of  their  dependance  on  his 
government.  This  admitted,  the  diforderly  brain  of  Surajah 
Dowlah,  his  exceffive  cowardice,  his  tyrannical  ideas,  and  the  in- 
fligatlons  of  his  minions,  rejirefenting  Calcutta  as  one  of  the 
rlchefl  cities  in  the  world,  fufficiently  account  for  his  Incapacity  to 
difllhguifh  the  neceflary  feafon  of  carrying,  the  advice  of  his  prede- 
ceffor  into  execution,  and  for  his  inflexible  perfeverance  in  a refolu- 
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tion  which  flattered  the  pufillanimity  and  other  vices  of  his  own 
mind. 

The  Englifli  at  Fulta,  notwithflianding  their  wrangles,  agreed  to 
acknowledge  the  authority  of  the  governor,  and  of  fuch  others  as 
had  been  members  of  the  council  at  Calcutta,  who  in  the  beo-in- 
ning  of  July  deputed  Mr.  Maningham,  one  of  the  members,  w'itli 
a military  officer,  to  reprefent  their  condition  to  the  prefidency  of 
Madrafs,  and  to  folicit  the  expedition  of  an  armament  to  their 
affiftance.  With  them  our  narrative  returns  to  the  coafl;  of  Coro- 
maudeL 

ALI.,  was  loft  before  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs  even  received  in- 
telligence of  the  danger;  for  the  letters,  advifing  the  furrender  of 
Coffimbuzar,  did  not  arrive  until  the  15th  of  July.  The  experience 
of  former  embroilments  between  the  European  fettlements  and  the 
government  of  Bengal,  fuggefted  hopes  that  the  Nabob  would,  as 
his  predecefTors,  be  appealed  with  a fum  of  money.  But  whether 
this  or  the  worft  fhould  happen,  it  was  deemed  necefl'ary,  in  either 
cafe,  to  fend  a reinforcement  without  delay ; in  the  one,  to  render 
the  fettlement  more  refpedable  to  the  Nabob ; in  the  other,  to 
afford  refuge  to  fuch  as  might  have  efcaped  the  calamities  of  war. 

The  fquadron  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Watfon,  and  the 
Delaware,  one  of  the  company’s  fhips  lately  arrived  from  England, 
chanced  at  this  time  to  be  in  the  road  of  Madrafs  : but,  as  it  would 
have  been  highly  imprudent  to  fend  away,  or  divide  the  fquadron 
until  the  laft  extremity,  a detachment  of  230  men,  moftly  Euro- 
peans, were  ffiipped  on  board  the  Delaware,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Kilpatrick.  They  failed  on  the  20th  of  July,  and  on  the  5th 
'of  Auguft  arrived  letters  from  the  fugitives  atFulta,  with  details  of 
the  capture  of  Calcutta,  which  fcarcely  created  more  horror  and  re- 
fentment  than  confternation  and  perplexity. 

We  have  laid  that  the  prefidency  was  at  this  time  preparing  to 
fend  a detachment  of  300  Europeans  with  deputies  to  Salabadjing, 
who  had  folicited  this  affiftance  to  rid  himfelf  of  the  French  army 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  Bufly.  The  government  of  PondT 
cherry,  as  foon  as  they*  received  intelligence  that  Mr.  Bufly  had 

taken 
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taken  polTe/Iion  of  Charmaul,  and  that  the  maintenance  of  this  poil 
againft  their  enemies  was  the  only  probability  of  a reconciliation 
with  them,  refolved  to  fend  the  fuccours,  which  Mr.  Bully,  fore- 
feeing  the  event,  had  long  before  requeued,  when  he  feparated  from 
Salabadjing  at  Sanore.  Accordingly,  500  Europeans  and  a train 
of  field  artillery  were  embarked  on  one  of  the  French  company *^3 
Ihips  called  the  Favorite.  The  Ihip  failed  on  the  15th  of  July, 
the  very  day  that  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs  received  the  firft  intel- 
ligence of  the  diftrefifes  in  Bengal ; the  troops  were  to  be  landed  at 
Mafulipatam,  from  whence  they  were  to  march  to  Golcondah. 

Hitherto  the  French  influence  in  the  government  of  Salabadjing,, 
had  been  regarded  as  the  evil  which  threatened  the  moft  danger 
to  the  Englilli  concerns  in  India,  and  the  removal  of  it  had  been 
the  conflant  objed  of  their  attention  ; but  it  now  became  an  im- 
mediate confideration,  what  refped  ought  to  be  paid  to  this  view,, 
compared  with  the  neceffity  of  reinftating  the  loft  affairs  in  Bengal. 

Letters  from  England  dated  in  the  month  of  Auguft  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  had  informed  the  prefidencies  in  India,  that  a war  with 
France  feemed  inevitable,  and  that  hoftilities  would  in  all  probability 
commence  very  foon  after  the  difpatch  of  thofe  letters  ; which 
moreover  gave  intelligence  that  the  French  were  preparing  to  fend 
a fleet  of  19  ftiips  of  w^ar,  with  3000  regular  troops,  from  Breft  to 
Pondicherry.  On  this  it  had  been  determined  to  make  many  im- 
provements and  additions  to  the  fortifications  of  Madrafs  ; but  as  no 
particular  work  was  yet  compleated,  wdiat  was  done  had  rather 
weakened  than  augmented  the  ftrength  of  the  place. 

The  troops  maintained  by  the  Englifti  and  French  governments 
on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel  were  at  this  time  nearly  equal,  each 
confifting  of  about  2000  Europeans,  and  10,000  Sepoys,  who  on  both 
fides  were  fej^arated  in  different  garrifons  and  fituations  in  an  extent  of 
600  miles.  The  detachment  of  500  men  fent  to  Mafulipatam  had  di- 
minifhed  the  French  force  ferving  in  the  Carnatic,  to  be  by  this 
number,  lefs  than  what  the  Englifti  had  in  the  province,  exclufive  of 
their  troops  to  the  fouth  of  the  Coleroon;  nor  had  the  French  as  yet 
any  fquadron  in  India  to  oppofe  that  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
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W'atfoii ; but  it  was  imagined  that  their  expected  armament  would 
give  them  as  decifive  a,  fuperiority  at  fea,  as  on  fhore. 

On  the  other  hand,  a privation  of  the  Bengal  inveflments  for 
three  years  would  ruin  the  Englifh  company ; and  if  the  fettlements 
there  were  not  immediately  recovered,  the  French  upon  the  arrival 
of  their  armament  would  urge  and  allifl;  Surajah  Dowlah  agalnft 
any  future  attempts  of  the  Englifh  to  re-eftablifh  themfelves  in  his 
dominions  ; in  \vhich  cafe,  an  exj>edition  to  recover  them  would  re- 
quire a large  and  fpecial  armament  from  England ; where,  perhaps, 
the  national  exigencies  in  other  parts  of  the  world  might  not  allow 
a force  adequate  to  this  fervice;  and  where,  at  all  events,  the  equip- 
ment could  not  be  made  but  at  a much  greater  expence  than  would 
be  incurred  by  employing  the  force  at  this  time  ready  on  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel.  At  the  fame  time  the  national  honour  required 
immediate  reparation,  and  the  horrors  of  the  dungeon  cried  aloud  for 
exemplary  vengeance. 

Neverthelefs  there  prevailed  in  fome  of  the  members  of  the 
council  a ftrong  propenfity,  at  all  events,  to  affift  Salabadjing.  The 
partizans  of  this  opinion  inhfted,  “ that,  as  a force  fufiicient  to  en- 
“ counter  the  Nabob  of  Bengal  with  any  probability  of  fuccefs,  fub- 
Erased  from  Madrafs,  would  leave  the  Englifh  in  Coromandel  to- 
^ tally  incapable  of  refifling  the  French  after  the  arrival  of  their  ar- 
^ mament,  it  was  more  expedient  to  fend  the  50  gun  fhip  of  Mr. 
“ Watfon’s  fquadron,  and  deputies,  with  a power  to  treat  with  the 
“ Nabob.  If  the  negociation  fhould  prove  unfuccefsful,  the  fhip, 
“ with  the  force  under  Major  Kilpatrick,  were  to  make  depredations 
and  reprifals  ; and,  if  they  could,  were  to  retake  and  maintain 
Calcutta.  By  this  expedient,  Coromandel,  it  was  laid,  would  be 
“ preferved,  Salabadjing  might  be  properly  fupported  againfl  Mr. 
“ BufTy,  and  Mr.  Watlbn  avoiding  the  encounter  of  the  French 
“ fquadron  until  his  own  fhould  be  reinforced  from  England,  might 
“ then  meet  them  on  equal  terms.”  Thefe  arguments  would  have 
appeared  fpecious  any  where  but  in  India.  They  were  oppofed  by 
one  of  the  members  of  the  council,  who,  having  refided  nine  years 
in  the  company’s  fervice  at  Calcutta,  knew  the  flrength  and  info- 
Icnce  of  the  Moorifh  government  in  Bengal,  believed  that  nothing  but 
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vigorous  hoftlUdes  wo*uld  induce  the  Nabob  to  make  peace  or  feparii* 
tion,  and  conl'idered  the  force  propofed  as  unequal  even  to  the  retaking 
of  Calcutta:  he  therefore  inlilfed  ^‘that  it  ought  to  be  I'ufficient  to  at* 
tack  the  Nabob  even  in  his  capital  of  Muxadavad  ; at  lead,  a 
battalion  of  800  Europeans^,  with  as  many  Sepoys  as  could  be 
“ trani'ported,  not  lefs  than  1500  : that  as  the  fquadron,  if  divided, 
would  be  of  little  fer\  ice  any  where,  the  whole  Ihould  proceed 
to  Bengal  ; that  fuch  an  armament  vvould  foon  decide  the  con* 
“ tcfl ; that  after  peace  was  made,  the  fquadron,  with  a large  part 
of  the  troops,  might  return  to  the  coall,  and  arrive  in  the  month 
“ of  April  ; before  which  time,  the  nature  of  the  Monloons  ren* 
dered  it  imj^robable  that  the  French  armament,  fince  it  had  not 
yet  appeared,  would  be  able  to  make  their  palTage  to  the  coafl:> 
In  the  mean  time  the  detachment  fent  to  the  relief  of  Mjv 
Bully  had  deprived  the  government  of  Pondicherry  of  the 
means  of  making  any  attempts  in  the  Carnatic,  which  the 
force  of  Madrafs  could  not  eafily  fruftrate^”  This  opinion,  after 
many  and  repeated  objections,  became  at  lall  the  unanimous  lenfe 
■of  the  council. 

This  refolution  was  communicated  to  Admiral  Watfoiv,  who, 
after  conlulting  his  council  of  war,  confented  to  lt>  Some  difficul- 
ties arofe  about  the  dilj^olition  of  the  captures  which  might  be 
made  by  the  fquadron  : but  this  was  loon  adjulled  by  an  agree* 
ment,  that  whatfoever  property  ffiould  be  taken  which  had  be* 
longed  either  to  the  company,  or  to  Englifh  individuals,  or  even  to 
natives,  who  were  tenants  of  the  company  when  the  Nabob  com* 
menced  hollilities,  Ihould  be  rellored  without  diminution  to  the 
])roprietors  ; but  that  whatfoever  Ihould  be  taken  which  had  never 
belonged  either  to  the  company,  or  to  fuch  as  were  under  their 
protection,  Ihould  become  without  participation  or  referve  the  pro- 
perty of  the  fquadron. 

But  other  points  of  equal  moment  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition 
Itill  remained  to  be  decided  ; and,  indeed,  by  having  been  mingled 
without  diftinCtion  with  the  more  general  queftions,  they  had  helped 
not  a little  to  perjjlex  and  protraCt  the  deliberations  of  the  councik 
"iliefe  points  were  : Who  Ihould  command  the  land  forces  ? What 
VoL,  II.  M ffiould 
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fhould  be  the  extent  of  his  authority  in  military  operations,  and 
in  negotiations  with  the  Nabob  ? In  what  dependance  or  relation 
he  ought  to  Iband  to  the  late  governor  and  council  of  Calcutta  ? 
How  far  their  authority  as  a prefidency  ought  to  be  maintained  or 
impaired  ? 

Each  of  the  remaining  council  of  Bengal  had  written  feparate 
letters  to  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  in  which  fuch  mifdemeanours 
and  milcondu61:  were  reciprocally  imputed  to  all  the  others,  that, 
if  no  allowance  had  been  made  for  the  prejudices  of  exafperated  ad- 
verfity,  it  would  have  been  abfurd  to  intruft  the  re-eftablifliment 
of  the  company’s  affairs  to  thofe,  who,  by  their  own  accounts,  had 
ruined  them  ; and,  indeed,  enough  of  the  caufes  and  progrefs  of 
the  calamities  in  Bengal  were  not  at  this  time  fufhciently  developed, 
to  exempt  the  late  prefidency  of  Calcutta  from  much  blame.  The 
difficulty  of  deciding  concerning  their  authority  fuggefled  to  Mr. 
Pio-ot,  the  commander  of  Madrafs,  a defire  to  go  himfelf  to  Bengal 
as  commander  of  the  army,  and  with  full  powers,  as  the  compa- 
ny’s reprefentative  in  all  other  affairs  : but  he  wanted  military  ex- 
perience, nor  had  the  council  authority  to  give  fo  extenfive  a com- 
miffion  to  any  individual.  Colonel  Adlercron  then  claimed  the 
military  command,  offering  to  go  with  his  whole  regiment  ; but  he 
wanted  experience  in  the  irregular  warfare  of  India,  and  his  powers 
were  independent  of  the  company’s  agents.  The  climate  of  Bengal 
was  fo  adverfe  to  an  aflhmatic  diforder,  with  which  Colonel  Law- 
rence was  affiidled,  that  it  was  thought  he  wmuld  be  difabled,  from 
that  inceffant  a6livity  requifite  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  expedition,  of 
which  the  termination  was  limited  to  a certain  time.  Colonel  Clive 
was  therefore  chofen  to  command  the  troops.  To  affure  the  exertion 
of  themoft  vigorous  hoftilities  until  peace  was  made,  and  then  the 
return  of  the  troops  in  April,  it  was  refolved  to  invefl:  him  wdth 
independent  powxr  in  all  military  matters  and  operations,  and  in 
confequence  to  furnifn  him  with  money,  and  empower  him  to  draw 
bills.  It  w^as,  however,  refolved  to  acknowledge  Mr.  Drake  and 
the  former  members  of  the  council,  as  a prefidency,  with  full 
powers  in  commercial  and  civil  affairs,  and  to  remit  them  likewdfe  a 

large 
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large  fum  of  money.  Mr.  Manningham,  who  had  been  fent  from 
Fulta  as  their  reprefen tative,  objedled  ftrongly  to  the  powers  given 
to  Clive,  as  derogating  from  the  authority  of  that  prehdency,  and 
contrary  to  the  inftitutioiis  of  the  company.  Two  months  pafTed  in 
debates,  before  thefe  final  refolutions  were  taken,  and  then  the  em- 
barkation began.  The  (loop  of  war  belonging  to  the  fqiiadron  had 
been  difpatched,  fome  time  before,  to  inform  the  Englifh  at  Fulta 
of  the  intended  armament,  and  to  exhort  them  not  to  quit  the  river 
in  def^Dair  of  afliflance. 

The  fquadron  confifted  of  the  Kent  of  64,  Cumberland  of  70, 
Tyger  of  60,  Salifbury  of  50,  Bridgwater  of  20  guns,  and  a fire- 
fhip  ; to  which  were  added,  as  tranfports,  three  of  the  company’s 
fhips,  and  two  fmaller  veffels.  On  board  of  this  fleet  were  embarked 
900  Europeans  and  1500  Sepoys;  250  of  the  Europeans  were  of 
Adlercron’s  regiment;  the  reft,  the  heft  men  of  the  company’s  troops. 
It  was  refolved  to  fend  more  Sepoys  as  conveyances  fhould  offer. 
Admiral  Watfon  hoifted  his  flag  in  the  Kent  ; and  Admiral  Pocock 
in  the  Cumberland.  Colonel  Clive  embarked  in  the  Kent;  he  car- 
ried letters  written  by  Salabadjing  the  Soiibah  of  the  Decan,  and 
Mahomedally  Nabob  of  Arcot,  as  well  as  from  Mr.  Pigot,  exhort- 
ing Surajah  Dowlah  to  make  immediate  reparation  for  the  injuries 
and  calamities  which  the  Englifh  had  fuftered  from  his  unpro^•oked 
refentment.  The  inftrudtions  to  Clive  recommended  the  attack  of 
Muxadavad  itfelf,  if  the  Nabob  continued  obftinate  ; and  the  cap- 
ture of  the  French  fettlement  at  Chandernagore,  if  the  news  of  a 
war  with  France  fhould  arrive  whilft  the  troops  remained  in  Bengal. 
The  fleet  fet  fail  on  the  1 6th  of  Odlober,  and  were  out  of  fight  the 
next  day. 

This  effort  to  recover  the  fettlements  in  Bengal  left  the  forces 
of  Madrafs  too  much  diminifhed  to  detach  to  fuch  a diftance  as 
Golcondah  a body  of  troops  fufficient  to  affift  Salabadjing  effedlu- 
ally  againft  the  French  army  with  Mr.  Buflv’;  and  as  a fevv^  w'ould 
be  of  no  fervice,  and  might  be  left,  it  was  refolved  to  lend  none. 
In  the  mean  time  the  French  army  were  maintaining  their  ground 
iii  Charmaul. 
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On  the  fame  evening  that  they  torfc  pofTeffion  of  this  poft,  detach- 
ments were  ftationeci  in  two  others  ; the  one  was  a large  habitation 
called  Gaut'hmaul^  Handing  in  a fpacious  and  walled  enclofure,  almoH 
oppohte  to  Charmaul,  about  400  yards  on  the  otlier  fide  of  the- 
river  jVloufh  ; in  this  poft  were  lodged  300  Sepoys^  The  other 
was  an  edifice  called.  Daudmtd,  built  on  a rifing  ground  very  near 
the  weftern  fide  of  Charmaul,  which  it  ovejlooked.  It  vi'as  an 
ancient  and  very  fingular  Hrudlure,  confiiling  of  two  ftories  of  arched 
mafonry,  each  llory  difpofed  in  feveral  ranges  of  arches,  and  the 
upper  covered  by  a terrafs  ftrong  enough  to  endure  the  fervice  of 
cannon.  Four  twelve-pounders  were  mounted  on  this  terrafs,  and 
the  adjoining  flreets  and  avenues  were  barricaded  : the  guard  here,, 
befides  the  artillery  men,  was  50.0  Sepoys,  with  feveral  European 
officers  of  experience. 

On  the  6th  of  July,  the  day  after  the  army  entered  Charmaul, 
lOOQ  Sepoys,  with  all  the  European  cavalry  and  fix  field  pieces, 
went  out  in  the  evening  with  intention  to  beat  up  the  Morratoes, 
hi  their  camp,  which  continued  in  its  firfl  fituation,  about  feven 
miles  to  the  weft  ; but  they  had  taken  the  alarm,  and  abandoned 
the  camp  before  the  detachment  arrived.  The  next  night  another- 
detachment  with  more  fuccefs  beat  up  one  of  their  parties  in  a gar- 
den on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  town.  The  French  troops  now  took, 
pofteffion  of  all  the  magazines  in  the  city  lyhich  belonged  to  the  go- 
vernment, and  likewife  carried  away  all  the  cannon  which  were 
mounted  on  the  walls,  not  that  they  wanted  artillery,  but  in  order 
to  withdraw  them  from  the  enemy.  The  interval  between  the 
ranges  of  building  and  the  tank  in  Charmaul  was  planted  with  rows, 
of  palmira  and  cocoa-nut  trees  ; which  were  now  cut  doivn ; and 
with  them  and, other  materials,  fcaftolds  were  erefled  againft  various, 
parts  of  the  walls,  to  ferve  as  ftations  for  mufketry.. 

On  the  8th,  another  detachment  wnth  fix  field-pieces  marched  out 
in  open  day,  and  cannonaded  the  whole,  body  of  Morratoes,  which 
hovered  around  for  fom.e  time,  until  fome  of  their  horfes.  were. killed.. 
In  the  evening,  the  Morratoes  quitted  theii  former  ground,  and  en-^ 
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camped  within  three  miles  of  the  city  under  the  rock  and  fortrefs  of  1 756, 
Golcondah,  probably  with  an  idea  of  prote<5lion  from  the  guns  of  the 
fortrefs;  but  Candagla,  one  of  theh  generals,  who  commanded  200a 
horle,  encamped  with  them  at  the  bank  of  the  river  about  half  way 
between  GoJcondah  and  the  city,  where  they  were  the  next  night 
beaten  up  by  a detachment  of  500  Sepoys  with  the  huffars.  They 
fled,  leaving  many  of  their  hories  picqueted  in  the  camp,  and  even 
the  military  drums  and  cymbals  of  their  commander;  but  the  French 
detachment  did  not  lofe  a man. 

The  rainy  weather  prevented  any  more  fallies  for  feveral  days  ; 
mean  while  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  increaled  greatly.  The 
Phoufdars,  or,  as  they  are  commonly  called,  the  Nabobs  of  Kanoul 
and  Condanore,  came  each  with  3000  Pitans  well  mounted  ; other 
chiefs  of  the  fame  rank,  and  others  of  inferior,  as  well  Mahomedan 
as  Indian,  brought  their  troops;  for  every  tributary  and  dependant 
in  the  vafl:  viceroyalty  of  the  Decan  had  been  fummoned.  But  le* 
veral  of  thefe  chiefs,  efpecially  Kanoul,  privately  afllired  Mr,  Bufly 
they  did  not  intend  to  a6l  effedlually  againfl;  him. 

On  the  loth  arrived  Jaffier  Ally  Khan,  much  exalperated  at  the 
death  of  his  nephew,  with  3000  horfe,  3000  foot,  and  the  firfl;  di- 
vifion  of  artillery,  confifting  of  20  pieces  of  cannon.  The  main 
body  of  the  army  with  which  Salabadjing  and  Shanavaze  Khan  re- 
mained, moving  only  four  miles  a day,  was  Hill  at  a confiderable 
diflance.  Jaffier  Ally  immediately  held  a council  of  war,  in  which 
it  was  refolved  to  ftraiten  the  blockade  of  Charmaul,  and  to 
begin  by  taking  pofleffion  of  the  moil  advantageous  poffs  in  the  city 
itfelf. 

Mr.  Bufly  received  immediate  intelligence  of  this  council ; he 
had  hitherto  refrained  from  diftreffing  the  inhabitants  ; but  now,  in 
order  to  deter  the  enemy  from  effablilhing  themfelves  in  the  city, 
he  ported  a detachment  at  an  edifice  rtanding  in  the  high  rtreet,  and 
called  or  the  four  towers;  it  was  a fquare  piazza  of 

arches,  having  at  each  end  a tower  60  feet  high,  with  balconies  at 
the  top,  from  which  the  Mahomedan  priert  calls  the  people  to 

prayers  ; 
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1756.  prayers;  fome  mifchief  might  be  clone  with  mulketry  from  thefe 
balconies,  and  the  loop-holes,  which  gave  light  to  the  winding  flairs; 
but  there  were  no  means  of  employing  artillery  in  the  tops,  for  they 
M^ere  vaulted ; nor  within,  for  there  were  neither  floors  or  landing- 
places  ; neverthelefs  feveral  fmall  pieces  of  cannon  were  pointed  out 
of  the  loop-holes,  from  a convi6fion  that  the  enemy  would  not  im- 
mediately difcern  their  inutility.  Mr.  BulTy  then  informed  Jaffier 
Ally,  that  if  any  of  his  troops  entered  the  city,  he  would  deftroy  the 
whole  with  fire;  and  this  menace  flopped  his  intention;  he, how- 
ever flationed  an  advanced  detachment  where  Canda2:la  had  en- 
camped,  which  was  beaten  up  and  dilperfed  the  next  night  by  a party 
of  50  Europeans  and  500  Sepoys.  The  rains  immediately  after,  fall- 
ing  again  heavier,  and  lafling  longer  than  before,  hindered  all  en- 
terprizes  in  the  field  for  a fortnight. 

Some  months  before  Mr.  Bufly  had  commiflioned  the  French 
agents  at  Surat  to  levy  a body  either  of  Abyffinians  or  Arabs,  whom, 
as  being  of  more  courage  and  endurance,  he  intended  to  difcipline 
as  the  choicefl  of  his  Sepoys.  Six  hundred  had  been  collefted,  and 
were  on  their  march,  when  Mr.  Bufly  arrived  at  Hydrabad,  and  the 
enemy  hearing  of  their  approach  detached  Janogee  Nimbulcar  with 
his  3000  Morratoes  to  intercept  them.  The  Morratoes  met  them 
on  the  road  fome  miles  on  this  fide  of  Aurungabad,  and  harrafled 
them  continually  for  three  days  ; during  which  they  killed  fifty  ; 
one  hundred  and  fifty  difperfed,  and  the  remaining  four  hundred, 
worn  out  with  fatigue,  furrendered  ; Janogee  returned  with  his  pri- 
foners  to  the  camp,  and  confined  them  in  the  fortrefs  of  Golcondah, 
but  treated  them  well. 

The  weather  having  cleared  on  the  26th,  a detachment  with 
three  field-pieces  marched  in  the  evening,  and  at  midnight  attacked 
that  part  of  the  enemy’s  camp  where  they  kept  their  artillery ; the 
multitude  of  bullocks  in  this  quarter,  feared  by  the  firing,  encreafed 
the  confufion  of  the  troops : the  fort  of  Golcondah  took  the  alarm 
and  fired  all  its  cannon  at  random  ; but  two  of  the  French  field- 
pieces  breaking  down,  flopped  the  detachment  from  purfuing  their 
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fucccfs,  and  they  returned,  having  fpiked  up  only  three  of  the  guns 
in  the  enemy’s  camp. 

The  next  day  came  up  4000  Sepoys  under  the  command  of  Mur- 
zafa  Khan.  This  man  commanded  the  Sepoys  of  the  detachment  with 
which  Mr.  Bufly  firfl:  marched  into  the  Decan  in  1751.  The  next 
year  he  left  Mr.  BufTy  when  at  Beder,  and,  railing  a body  of 
Sepoys  on  his  own  account,  took  fervice  with  Balagerow,  whom  he 
left  when  before  Seringapatam  in  1755,  and  went  over  to  the 
Myforeans  ; from  thence  he  went  to  the  Nabob  of  Sanore,  and  was 
in  this  place  when  invefled  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefen t year 
by  Salabadjing  and  Balagerow.  Having  during  his  command  of 
the  French  Sepoys  gained  the  attachment  of  moft  of  their  officers 
by  largefles  and  other  compliances,  he  had  ever  fince  continued  a 
correfpondence  amongft  them,  whenever  they  were  in  the  field, 
in  conjundfion  with,  or  near,  the  armies  in  which  he  was  ferving, 
as  Mr.  BufTy  had  experienced  in  the  campaigns  of  Myfore  and 
Sanore.  This  quality,  and  the  military  experience  which  he  w'as 
fuppofed  to  have  acquired  whilfl;  in  the  French  fervice,  induced 
Shanavaze  Khan  to  hire  him,  as  foon  as  it  was  known  that  Mr. 
Bully  had  determined  to  make  a Hand  at  Hydrabad.  Murzafabeg, 
as  foon  as  engaged,  made  forced  marches  before  the  main  body,  and 
fent  his  emiffaries  forw'ard  : and  on  the  very  dav  of  his  arrival  at 
Hydrabad,  a whole  company  of  French  Sepoys,  who  w^ent  out  into 
the  plain  under  pretence  of  exercifing,  marched  away,  their  firelocks 
fhouldered,  and  joined  him  at  Golcondah. 

The  next  day  the  wffiole  army  moved  from  hence  wdth  twenty 
pieces  of  cannon  under  his  direction,  and  at  noon  appeared  to  the 
weHw^ard  within  a mile  of  Charmaul.  The  infantry  and  artillery 
took  poffeffion  of  all  the  eminences  ; and  the  cavalry  drew  up  in  the 
intervals,  w'here  the  ground  was  plain.  Immediately  250  of  the 
French  battalion  and  1000  Sepoys,  with  fix  field-pieces,  marched  out 
to  try  them,  whilfl;  the  reft  remained  in  their  polls  ready  to  adl  as 
occalion  fhould  require ; and  two  pieces  of  cannon  were  mounted  on 
the  tower  in  the  n.w.  angle  of  Charmaul,  which  commanded  a 
view  of  the  field.  The  detachm.ent  defpifed  the  enemy  fo  much,  that 
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9 7 56.  tliey  ventured  to  feparate  into  three  divilions,  and  each  with  two  of 
the  iield-pieces  advanced  againft  different  bodies  of  infantry,  at  a con- 
hderable  diftance  from  each  other.  The  cavalry  every  where  flung 
themfelves  between,  and  continually  furrounded  the  three  divilions, 
whole  deftruftion  to  a ftranger  would  have  feemed  inevitable  ; and 
indeed  nothing  but  the  firm  reliance  on  the  general  difcipline  could 
have  warranted  the  hazard,  or  have  furmounted  the  danger  ; but 
with  this  advantage  and  the  dexterity  of  the  field-pieces,  each  di- 
vifion  either  fufficed  to  its  own  defence,  or,  when  preffed,  recei\'ed 
alfiffance  from  one  of  the  others.  In  the  different  evolutions  the 
enemy’s  cavalry  were  often  within  reach  of  the  turn  guns  at  Char- 
maul,  of  which  even  the  random  Ihot  did  execution,  whilft  the  ene- 
my’s cannon  were  fired,  although  continually,  with  very  little  ef- 
fedl.  Their  infantry  did  nothing  but  fiiift  from  fafe  ground  to 
fafer,  and  fire  with  fear.  In  this  variety  of  fights  the  engagement 
iafted  five  hours,  and  did  not  ceafe  until  the  fun  was  fet;  the  French 
troops  fired  35,000  mulket  cartridges,  and  900  from  their  field-pieces ; 
r 25  of  the  enemy’s  horfes  w^ere  counted  dead  on  the  plain  ; by 
which  the  total  of  their  lofs  muff  have  been  confiderable.  That 
of  the  French  was  flight ; fix  Sepoys  killed,  and  thirty  wounded  : 
of  the  Europeans  none  killed,  and  only  four  wounded. 

Two  days  after,  on  the  iff  of  Auguft,  came  up  Salabadjing  him- 
felf,  and  the  main  body  of  the  army.  A council  was  immediately 
held,  in  which  JNIurzafar  Khan  propofed  a general  affault  on  Char- 
maul.  This  deliberation  was  in  a few  hours  communicated  to  Mr. 
Buffy,  who  immediately  demolifhed  feveral  of  the  ac^acent  houfes  ; 
but  the  attack  was  not  made.  The  intrigues  of  Murzafar  Khan  had 
already  pervaded  the  whole  body  of  Sepoys,  and  the  greateft  part  of 
them  had  promifed  him  to  defert  with  their  arms,  the  firff  time  they 
fhould  be  led  into  the  field  : their  correfpondence  was  difcovered  ; 
and  determined  Mr.  Buffy  to  make  no  more  fallies. 

By  this  time  reinforcements  were  approaching.  Mr.  Moracin,  the 
French  chief  of  Mafulipatam,  on  the  firff  advices  of  the  rupture  at 
Sanore,  had  collected  1 60  Europeans  and  700  Sepoys,  which,  with 
five  field-pieces,  marched  in  the  middle  of  July,  under  the  command 
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of  Mr. Law,  the  fame  officer  who  capitulated  at  Seringham  in  1752 ; 1 756. 

but  when  arrived  at  Bezoara,  about  40  miles  inland,  exceffi  ve  rains  de- 
tained  them  here  feveral  days.  In  the  interval  the  Favorite  arrived 
at  Mafulipatam  with  the  troops  from  Pondicherry,  of  .which,  all  in 
condition,  marched  immediately  ; but  were  fo  much  retarded  by  the 
rains,  and  the  inundations  of  the  Kriftna,  that  they  did  not  arrive 
at  Bezoara  until  the  3d  of  Auguft,  when  the  whole,  now  480  Eu- 
ropeans, 1 1 00  Sepoys,  and  1 1 field-pieces,  proceeded,  and  arrived  on 
the  loth  within  fifteen  leagues  of  Flydrabad. 

The  miniflry  of  Salabadjing  determined  to  intercept  this  reinforce- 
ment : all  the  Morratoes,  12000,  other  fmaller  bodies  amounting  to 
4000,  in  all  1 6000  cavalry,  with  infantry  of  various  denominations 
and  commands,  to  the  number  of  10000  were  ordered  on  this  fer- 
vice.  Mr.  Buffy,  as  ufual,  received  information  what  troops'  were 
appointed  ; he  was  perfonally  acquainted  with  all  the  commanders, 
had  been  ofiufe  to  feveral  of  them,  and  had  lately  received  fome 
marks  of  good-will  from  Janogi  and  Ramchundur,  who  commanded 
6000. of  the  Morratoes.  He  therefore  propofed  a conference,  which 
was  accepted  by  feveral  of  thefe  chiefs,  who  repaired  in  the  night  to  a 
tent  pitched  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  near  Gauchmaul,  where  he 
met  them  unattended  and  alone.  Wanting  pofitive  knowledge  of 
what  paffed  in  this  interview,  w'e  conje6ture  that  he  wrought  upon 
them  by  promifes  of  greater  advantages,  if  he  ffiould  be  reftored  to 
his  former  influence  in  the  government  of  Salabadjing,  than  they 
could  expedt  either  from  the  gratitude  of  Shanavaze  Khan,  or  the 
friendfliip  of  the  Englifh,  who,  it  was  believed,  were  to  take  the 
place  of  the  French,  in  the  army  and  councils  of  the  Decan.  They 
promifed  not  to  a£t  againfl  the  reinforcement  with  any  efficacy,  and 
only  as  much  as  might  be  neceflfary  to  fave  appearances,  confirmed  - 
thefe  afifurances  by  their  oaths,  and  gave  Mr.  BufTy  the  difl;in<5lions 
and  colours  of  their  refpeftive  banners,  of  which  he  immediately 
difpatched  information  to  Mr.  Law,  as  enfigns  from  which  he 
would  have  nothing  to  fear.  » 

The  reinforcement  continued  their  march  on  the  iith,  and  had 
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thick  woods,  which  they  entered,  marching  in  a file  of  four  abreaff. 
The  advanced  guard  were  400  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  an 
officer  named  Mahmood  Khan.  After  marching  five  hours,  in  which 
they  had  only  advanced  nine  miles,  fome  parties  of  the  enemy  were 
defcried  forward  in  the  road  ; on  which  Mahmood  Khan,  as  if  im- 
patient to  attack  them,  quickened  the  pace  of  the  Sepoys.  The  cap- 
tain of  the  grenadiers,  whole  company  followed  next  in  the  line, 
feik  orders  to  him  to  halt,  which  he  difregarded ; and  as  foon  as 
the  Sepoys  were  out  of  fight,  fome  irregular  firing  was  heard : foon 
after  came  a meffenger,  requefling  the  grenadiers  would  advance 
to  their  affiftance,  who  he  faid  were  furrounded  by  the  enemy  ; but 
the  captain  having  fulpicions,  fent  forward  fcouts,  who  difcovered 
the  banners  of  the  Sepoys  mixing  quietly  with  thofe  of  the  enemy. 
This  treachery  was  effedfed  by  the  intrigues  of  Murzafar  Khan, 

• who  was  here  in'perfon,  and  immediately  began  to  attack  the 
French  line  wdth  thefe  very  Sepoys,  and  the  whole  of  the  infantry  . 
of  Salabadjing’s  army  fent  on  this  fervice,  which  was  committed 
to  his  diredfion.  Befides  the  ufual  and  lighter  arms  a part  of  the  in- 
fantry wielded  2000  cay/och,  a fire-arm  frequently  made  ufe  of 
in  Europe  in  the  early  times  of  gun-powder,  and  then  called  a wall- 
piece;  but  a't  prefent  rarely  ufed,  excepting  in  Indoftan  and  the 
eaflernmoft  parts  of  Afia  : it  is  a gun  eight  or  ten  feet  in  the  barrel, 
carrying  a ball  of  one,  two,  or  three  ounces  ; and  under  the  mid- 
dle of  the  barrel  is  fixed  by  a fwivel,  either  one  iron  Ipike,  or  two, 
which  open  crofsways,  and  being  ftuck  in  the  ground  fupport  the 
piece,  and  affure  its  aim  : it  carries  far  point  blank,  but  the  larger 
fizes  are  fo  unwieldy,  that  two  men  are  required  to  move  and  ma- 
nage them,  and  they  can  fcarcely  be  fired  quicker  than  a piece 
of  cannon.  Parties  were  continually  detached  to  diflodge  thefe 
caytocks,  and  whatfoever  other  troops  were  annoying  the  line 
from  the  rocks  and  thickets  on  either  hand.  At  noon  the  line 
came  to  open  ground,  where  they  halted  ; and  the  fall  of  a heavy 
fhower  of  rain  damaged  the  enemy’s  powder,  and  put  an  end  to 
their  attacks,  ' ' 


They 
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They  retired  to  a hill  half  a league  diftant,  and  took  pofTeffion  of 
a village  at  the  foot  of  it,  called  Gorampally,  which  the  French 
troops  marched  before  day-break  to  attack,  and  found  all  the  ene- 
my’s cavalry  in  the  field,  by  whom  they  were  foon  furrounded. 
Ramchunder  and  Janogee,  according  to  their  promifes,  a^led  only 
in  fhew,  which  Mr.  Law  admired,  and  could  not  account  for,  not 
having  yet  received  the  information  concerning  them  from  Mr.  Buf- 
fy  ; but  Candagla,  who  had  rejedted  his  proffers,  adled  more  effi- 
cacioufly,  attacking  the  baggage  in  the  rear,  anddifperfed  the  whole 
train  of  oxen  on  which  it  was  laden.  The  troops  in  the  village  made 
little  refinance,  and  the  reinforcement  refted  there  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day.  Hitherto  only  one  European  and  three  or  four 
Sepoys  had  been  killed,  and  twelve  of  both  wounded,  but  by  the 
flight  of  the  Coolies  and  the  fearing  of  the  oxen  all  their  provifions 
were  loft,  and  the  troops  were  obliged  for  their  meal  to  kill  fome  of 
the  draught-bullocks  of  the  artillery. 

At  noon  Mr.  Law  received  the  letter  from  Mr.  Bufly,  with  in- 
formation of  fuch  of  the  enemy’s  banners  as  did  not  intend  to  adl 
vigoroufly,  and  at  feven  in  the  evening  renewed  his  march.  The 
next  ftage  was  Meliapore,  1 5 miles  from  Gorampally,  and  the 
whole  way  through  difficult  defiles.  The  enemy  with  unufual  alert- 
nefs,  although  it  was  night,  fent  forward  all  their  Infantry  to  line 
the  thickets  ; and  Mr.  Law,  as  the  ufe  of  the  field-pieces  greatly 
retarded  the  march,  only  oppofed  the  enemy  with  platoons,  which 
were  detached  to  whereloever  the  fire  came  from.  At  feven  in  the 
morning  the  line  arrived  at  Meliapore,  and  took  poft  in  a ruined  mud 
fort  near  the  town.  Only  two  men  had  been  killed,  and  three 
wounded ; but  all  were  exhaufted  with  fatigue,  and  every  carriage 
wanted  repair  ; and  the  next  march  was  more  difficult  than  any 
of  the  former.  It  was  therefore  refolved  to  remain  at  Meliapore  un- 
til the  men  were  entirely  recovered  ; but  this  repofe  led  them  into 
refledtions,  always  dangerous  when  troops  are  in  dangerous  circum- 
ftances  : and  very  foon  the  whole  body  were  perfuaded  that  they  had 
done  all  that  was  poffible,  and  that  it  now  behoved  ,the  army  of 
Charmaul  to  aft  likewife,  and  march  to  their  relief.  The  officers, 
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inftead  of  repreffing,  caught  the  defpondency,  and  prevailed  on  Mr. 
Law  to  difpatch  a letter  to  Mr.  Buffy,  expreffing  their  doubts  and 
anxiety  concerning  the  farther  progiefs  of  the  reinforcement. 

In  the  mean  time  the  news  of  Mahmood  Cawn’s  defection  had 
been  {presid  v/ith  exaggeration  through  the  main  camp  at  Golcondab, 
and  encouraged  the  miniftry  to  fend  more  troops  againfl  the  rein- 
forcement. Mr.  BufTy,  to  reprefs  this  intention,  fent  in  the  night  of 
the  1 2th  a firong  party,  conlifting  entirely  of  Europeans,  to  beat  up 
the  advanced  guards  of  the  camp,  and  the  attack  was  made  with  much 
fliccefs;  but  on  the  fame  night  he  received  the  letter  from  Mr. 
Law,  which  encreafed  his  perplexity  ; becaufe  he  could  not  truft 
his  Sepoys  in  the  field  where  their  feducer  Murzafacawn  adled,  nor 
could  he  without  equal  imprudence  fend  a number  of  Europeans  fuf- 
ficient  to  make  their  way  ^to  Meliapore.  Judging^  however,  from 
his  oum  experience  in  various  conjundlures,  he  deemed  the  reinforce- 
ment hrong  enough  to  accomplifh  the  remaining,  as  they  had  the 
preceding  part  of  the  march,  provided  the  officers  led  them  with  in- 
trepidity; and  in  this  convidlion  he  wrote  to  Mr.  Law,  commanding 
him,  in  the  7iame  of  the  King,  to  march  immediately,  and  at  all 
events,  on  the  receipt  of  the  letter.  Not  doubting,  likewife,  that 
the  miniffry  of  Salabadjing,  if  they  fhould  hear  of  the  defpondency 
of  the  reinforcement,  would  make  an  utmoff:  effort  in  this  time  of 
decifion,  unlefs  deterred  by  the  ftrongeff;  apprehenfions,  he  the 
next  day  pitched  his  own  tent,  which  was  very  confpicuous,  and  en- 
camped with  150  Europeans  and  300  Sepoys,  on  the  ftrand  above 
the  bridge  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  Mouffi.  The  numbers  were 
ffudioufly  magnified,  and,  with  the  prefence  of  Mr.  Buffy  in  the  field, 
infpired  fuch  a variety  of  apprehenfions  concerning  his  defigns  in  the 
camp  at  Golcondah,  that  they  even  recalled  the  detachments  they 
had  fent  the  day  before. 

The  peremptory  order  from  Mr.  Buffy  at  Meliapore  arrived  in  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  and  Mr.  Law  immediately  iffued  orders  to 
march.  The  reinforcement,  although  they  had  remained  four  days 
and  three  nights  at  Meliapore,  had  not  got  the  reft  they  wanted; 
for  the  fort  was  in  feveral  parts  opeiij  and  the  enemy  had  har- 
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raffed  them  continually  with  Ikirmifhes,  even  by  night  as  well  as 
day.  At  nine  at  night  they  began  their  march,  the  preparations 
for  which  had  been  perceived,  and  gave  the  enemy  time  to  make 
their  own.  The  road  for  the  firff  four  miles  winded  through  defiles 
in  the  rugged  rock,  over  which  carriages  could  not  pafs  without  at- 
tention to  every  turn  of  the  wheel.  The  enemy  in  feveral  places 
felled  the  wood  acrols  the  road,  and  all  their  infantry  were  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  moff  advantageous  flations  before  the  French  troops  en- 
tered the  defiles  ; and  their  fire,  efpecially  from  the  caytocks,  was 
much  better  dire61:ed  than  asainff  the  former  marches.  Men  besfaii 
to  fall  in  the  firft  difcharges  ; no  general  rules  of  a6tioii  could  be  ob- 
ferved  ; to  get  onward  was  the  only  principle  ; it  was  now  become 
fortunate  for  the  French  line  that  they  had  no  baggage,  and  nothing 
to  defend  but  themfelves  and  their  artillery;  which,  although  a great 
encumbrance  in  the  defiles,  was  to  be  their  beft  refource  when  out 
of  them.  A large  body  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  led  by  Candagla  the 
Morattoe,  followed  the  line  into  the  defile,  aad  through  the  night 
endeavoured  to  retard  the  march  by  their  din  and  clamours,  but  as 
foon  as  it  was  light,  a£ted  with  more  efficacy  : for,  as  many  as  the 
road  permitted  charged  the  rear,  although  the  guard  confifted  en- 
tirely of  Europeans,  and  had  two  field-pieces  : it  was  commanded 
by  D’Arambure,  an  officer  of  proved  gallantry,  and  next  in  rank  to 
Mr.  Law.  Still  repulfed,  the  cavalry  ftill  renewed  their  onfets., 
Europeans  were  cut  down,  and  Morattoes  ffiot  at  the  very  muzzles 
of  the  guns.  At  fun-rife  the  van  of  the  line  came  to  the  iffue  of 
the  defile,  againft  which  the  enemy  had  planted  all  their  cannon, 
20  pieces  ; behind  which  appeared  all  the  cavalry  which  had  not 
followed  in  the  rear  ; but  they  feemed  to  rely  on  the  artillery  more 
than  on  themfelves,  which  was  fo  ill  ferved,  that  it  neither  inter- 
rupted the  troops  in  iffuing  out  of  the  defile,  nor  afterwards  from 
forming  in  the  opening  ; when  the  field-pieces,  as  they  came  out, 
were  turned  to  fcour  the  thickets  behind,  and  foon  drove  away 
what  parties  of  the  enemy  were  ftill  molefting  the  remaining  part 
of  the  line.  Whilft  the  troops  were  forming,  the  .enemy’s  cavalry 
and  cannon  in  the  front  haftened  onward,  to  pafs  a fmall  river  called 

Cingoram,, 
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1756.  Cingoram,  about  a mile  from  the  thickets,  and  drew  upon  the 
other  fide.  The  Cavalry,  with  Candagla,  followed  the  French  troops 
as  they  marched  towards  the  river,  the  approach  to  ^^'hich  on  both 
fides  was  a defcent.  All  the  field-pieces  were  ordered  to  remain 
on  the  hither  bank,  until  the  reft  of  the  troops  had  pafied  ; and 
this  fervice  was  likewife  committed  to  D’ Arambure,  who  judicioufly 
divided  their  fire  againft  the  enemy  on  the  other  fide,  and  thofe  in 
his  rear,  which  kept  both  at  a diftance,  until  the  whole  of  rank  and 
file  had  crofted  and  formed,  and  were  able  to  defend  themfelves 
againft  the  enemy  on  that  fide  ; when  the  cannon  were  fent  o\'cr 
one  by  one,  during  which  the  remaining  continued  to  awe  the 
enemy  on  the  fide  they  flood,  againft  whom  every  piece,  as  foon 
as  it  landed  on  the  other  fide,  was  likewife  pointed ; and  parties  of 
the  battalion  likewife  waded  into  the  ftream  ready  to  refcue  the  laft 
pieces.  But  the  cavalry  had  already  fuffered  too  much  at  a diftance, 
to  venture  this  nearer  rifque,  and  all  the  lofs  which  the  French  line 
fuftained,  after  leaving  the  thickets  until  they  had  pafted  the  river, 
was  by  the  caytocks  and  other  fire-arms  of  the  enemy,  fheltered 
wherever  they  found  fafe  cover.  The  country  forw^ard  from  the 
river,  although  not  plain,  was  open,  and  the  French  troops  were 
animated  with  new  alacrity  by  the  view  of  the  fpires  of  Hyderabad, 
which  now  appeared  in  fight.  The  whole  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry 
moved  on  as  they,  and  furrounded  them  on  all  fides,  but  made  no 
effe6lual  attacks  ; for  thofe  who  were  willing,  were  difjiirited  by  the 
backwardnefs  of  the  great  body  of  Morattoes  commanded  by  Rum- 
chunder  and  Janogee  Nimbulcar,  who  adfed  faintly  according  to 
their  engagements  with  Mr.  Bufty.  At  length,  at  five  in  the  after- 
noon, the  reinforcement  arrived  at  the  town  of  Aydiiagur,  fituated 
fix  miles  from  the  river  Cingoram,  and  the  fame  diftance  from  Hy- 
derabad. They  had  been  1 8 hours  without  refpite  in  march  and 
aflion  ; during  which  25  Europeans,  of  whom  two  were  officers, 
were  killed,  and  65  wounded.  The  Sepoys  fuffered  more.  The 
enemy,  it  was  faid,  loft  8co  horfes  and  more  than  2000  men  : the 
French  ^red  40,000  mufket-cartridges,  befides  their  field-pieces. 
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At  Aydnagur  they  found  fbme  fcanty  provifons,  of  which  they  1756. 
were  in  much  need  : at  nine  in  the  evening,  Mr.  BulTy  received 
intelligence  of  their  arrival,  and  immediately  detached  140  Europeans 
and  1000  Sepoys,  with  carriages,  to  bring  the  lick  and  wounded, 
and  20  mules,  laden  with  provilions  ready  dreffed.  He  at  the  lame 
time  detached  another  party,  to  give  alarm  to  the  camp  at  Golcon- 
dah,  in  order  to  prevent  them  from  fending  any  troops  to  interrupt 
the  march  of  thofe  proceeding  to  Aydnagur,  who  arrived  there  at 
four  in  the  morning  without  moleftation.  At  fix  all  were  in  march 
again  from  Aydnagur,  and  at  ten  arrived  at  the  city  of  Hyderabad, 
having  met  with  no  interruption,  nor  even  feen  any  of  the  enemy 
in  the  w^ay ; for  they  had  all  been  recalled  during  the  night  to  the 
camp  at^Golcondah.  Mr.  Bully  received  the  reinforcement  with 
the  acknowledgments  due  to  their  perfeverance  and  valour  ; and 
they  were  fcarcely  arrived,  before  he  received  a meffenger  fent  on 
a dromedary  by  Salabadjing  with  propofals  of  peace,  and  alTur- 
ances  that  he  had  ordered  all  holbilities  to  ceale.  Mr.  Bulfy 
anfwered,  that  he  was  not  averfe  to  a reconciliation,  but  that  his, 
reinforcement  was  arrived,  and  he  feared  nothing  the  Soubah’s  army 
could  do. 

The  negotiation  neverthelefs  continued.  Mr.  Bulfy  demanded 
'that  Murzafar  Khan  and  the  late  deferter  Mahmood  Khan  Ihould 
be  delivered  up  to  him.  Salabadjing  replied,  that  as  a ])rince  he 
could  not,  without  lofing  the  confidence  of  the  whole  world,  fur- 
render  any  perfons  whom  he  had  received  into  his  fervice  and  pay,, 

'but  that  he  Ihould  not  impede  any  means  that  might  be  employed, 
to  make  them  prifoners.  The  conjundlure  did  not  admit  of  any 
Eipulation  for  the  removal  of  the  minilber  Shanavaze  Khan.  Jaf- 
fier  Ally  Khan,  the  old  Nabob  of  Rajahmundrum,  came  and  made 
his  fubmiflions  to  Mr,  Bully,  blaming  himfelf  much  for  having 
'taken  part  with  men,  whofe  views  and  underlbandings,  he  laid,  he 
had  now  every  reafon  to  defpife.  Janogee  Nimbulcar  delivered  the 
‘Arabs  and  Abyllins  he  had  confined  in  the  fortrefs  of  Golcondah,, 
but  kept  their  arms.  Every  thing  being  fettled,  Mahomed  Huf- 
Tcin,  the  king’s  Duan,  accompanied -by  the -principal  lords  of  the- 

court,, 
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1756.  court,  vifited  Mr.  Buffy  in  his  teuton  the  20th,  and  the  fame  day 
Mr.  Bufiy  proceeded,  with  an  efcort  of  300  Europeans  and  1000 
Sepoys,  to  pay  his  refpedls  to  Salabadjing,  who  received  him  with 
the  diflindlions  of  an  officer  in  the  Mogul  government,  fecond 
only  to  himfelf.  The  interview  was  courteous,  and  the  protefta- 
tions  folemn.  No  hints  were  given  of  the  late  difagreements,  and 
future  meafures  were  concerted  with  much  feeming  confidence. 
New  patents  weie  immediately  prepared,  and  letters  difpatched 
through  all  the  governments  of  the  Decaii,  to  deftroy  the  impref- 
fions  which  had  been  made  by  thofe  written  during  the  rupture. 

Thus  ended  this  diftrefs  ; the  greateft  in  which  Mr.  Bufly  had 
been  involved  fince  his  command  in  the  Decan.  Nor  would  his 
perfeverance  and  refolution  alone  have  fufficed,  without  the  fagacity 
of  his  charafter,  and  the  influence  of  his  reputation. 

Befides  the  provifions  which  were  laid  in  flore,  the  army  at  Char- 
maul  was  conftantly  fupplied  with  cattle  for  the  fhambles,  and  fo- 
rage for  the  horfes,  oxen,  camels,  and  elephants,  by  bands  of  a 
people  called  Lamballis,  peculiar  to  the  Decan,  who  are  continually 
moving  up  and  down  the  country  with  their  flocks,  and  contradl  to 
furnifh  the  armies  in  the  field.  The  union  amongfl:  all  thefe  bands 
renders  each  refpedlable  even  to  the  enemy  of  the  army  they  are 
fupplying  ; but  they  are  not  permitted  to  deal  with  places  befieged  ; 
neverthelefs  Mr.  Buffy  furmounted  this  objedlion  by  bribing  the 
Morratoes,  who,  for  the  fake  of  marauding,  undertook  the  pa- 
troles  of  Salabadjing’s  army,  to  let  the  Lamballis  pafs  in  the  night, 
and  it  was  efpecially  concerted,  that  the  convoys  fhould  come  in  on 
the  nights  when  the  French  troops  made  fallies  on  the  enemy’s 
quarters. 

But  money  was  equally  neceflajy,  and  the  want  of  it  had  well 
nigh  reduced  him  to  quit  Charmaul ; for  he  had  exhaufled  the 
public,  his  own,  and  all  he  could  borrow  on  his  own  credit,  and 
had  no  means  of  railing  more,  excepting  by  giving  refcripts  on  the 
revenues  of  the  four  ceded  provinces ; but  mofl  of  the  renters  and 
Polygars  of  thofe  countries  were,  in  the  prefent  conjunfture,  encou- 
raged to  withhold  them  by  the  letters  which  they  received  from  the 
miniftry  of  Salabadjing,  and  flill  more  by  the  praflices  of  Ibrahim 
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Cawn,  the  governor  of  Chicacole,  who,  although  raifed  by  Mr.  1756. 
Buffy  to  this  poll:,  from  the  command  of  a company  of  Sepoys, 
difavowed  the  French  authority,  and  declared  himfelf  only  fubjedl 
to  Salabadjiiig,  as  foon  as  he  heard  that  the  French  army  had 
flopped  at  Hyderabad  ; on  the  news  of  which,  the  bankers,  who 
had  hitherto  fupplied  Mr.  Buffy,  agreed  that  it  was  not  fafe  to  ad- 
vance money  on  thefe  refcripts,  nor  on  any  other  fecurity  which 
he  might  offer  : but  Vizeramrauze,  dre  Rajah  of  Vizianagur  in 
Chicacole,  judging  with  more  fagacity  than  Ibrahim  Ally,  ordered 
his  agents  at  Golcondah  to  affure  Mr.  Bufly  of  his  fidelity  and  the 
regular  payment  of  his  tributes  ; and  one  night,  when  little  cx- 
pefled,  and  moft  wanted,  a man  came  to  Charmaul,  and,  being 
permitted  to  f])eak  in  private  with  Mr.  Bufly,  delivered  W'ith  the 
meffage  of  Vizeramrauze  a fum  of  gold,  as  much  as  he  could  carry 
concealed  under  his  garments.  It  was  fufficient  for  the  prefent 
want,  and  the  fame  man  afterw'ards  furnlfhed  more  as  neceffary. 

On  the  day  of  the  reconciliation,  Murzafer  Khan  and  the  deferter 
hlahmood  Khan  moved,  and  encamping  with  their  Sepoys  in  a 
flrong  fituation  at  fome  diflance  from  Golcondah,  w'here  they  relied  . 
on  the  affurances  of  prote61ion  w'hich  they  Had  received  from  the 
wife  of  Salabadjing,'  who  held  the  firfl  rank  in  his  feraglio.  Mr.. 

Buffy  neverthelefs  fent  out  parties  on  fevcral  nights  to  furprife 
them,  and  Mahmood  Khan  was  taken  ; but  from  cenfideration  of 
his  former  fervices,  ^and  the  good-will  borne  to  him  by  the  French 
Sepoys  in  general,  his  life  was  fpared.  Murzafer  Khan  main- 
tained his  ground  fome  weeks  longer,  until  his  Sepoys  began  to 
mutiny  for  want  of  pay,  when  fome  of  them  proffered  Mr.  Buffy 
to  deliver  him  up,  who  lent  a party  to  receive  him ; but  a little 
while  before  the  party  arrived,  he  efcaped  with  a few  attendants, 
and  went  to  Poni,  where  he  entered  again  into  the  fervice  of  Ba- 
lagerow,  by  whom  he  was  fome  time  after  put  to  death  for  a con- 
fpiracy. 

No  other  military  operations  happened  during  the  refl  of  the 
year  at  Golcondah.  Shanavaze  Khan  continued  to  manage  the  af- 
fair? of  the  government  as  duan  ; and  Mr.  Buffy  interfered  little  in. 
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1756,  his  purpofes,  having  taken  the  refolutioii  to  proceed,  with  the 
greateft  part  of  the  troops  under  his  immediate  command,  to  reprefs 
the  inlhrredlions,  and  regulate  the  government,  in  the  ceded  pro- 
vinces. On  the  1 6th  of  November,  he  began  his  march,  with  500 
Europeans  and  4000  Sepoys,  leaving  100  Europeans  and  looo  Se- 
poys with  Salabadjing  at  Golcondab,  who  towa.rds  the  end  of  the 
year  prepared  to  proceed  to  Aurengabad. 

The  armament  to  Bengal  had  not  only  deprived  the  preiidency  of 
Madrafs  of  the  means  of  diftreffing  the  French  affairs  in  the  Decan, 
but  left  them  without  the  power  of  making  any  military  efforts  in 
the  province  of  Arcot.  No  prefling  occafions  had  required  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  forces  in  the  field  in  this  part  of  the  dominions  of 
their  ally,  the  Nabob  Mohamed  Ally  ; but  the  confulions  which  had 
induced  the  prefidency  to  fend  Mohamed  Ifl'oof  into  the  Madura 
and  Tinivelly  countries  had  not  fubfided,  when  his  raiffion  itfelf 
produced  new  diffurbances. 

This  officer  with  Maphuze  Khan,  and  their  refpedlive  troops,  re- 
mained at  Chevelpetore  during  the  months  of  June  and  July,  and 
all  the  adjoining  Polygars  had  either  made  their  fubmiffions,  or 
I'eemed  willing  to  be  quiet.  He  then  requefled  Maphuze  Khan  to 
march  out  of  the  country,  and  proceed  with  his  troops  to  Arcot, 
according  to  the  injunftions  of  his  brother  the  Nabob,  who  would 
be  ready  to  fettle  accounts  wdth  him,  and  pay  what  arrears  might 
be  due  to  his  foldiery.  Maphuze  Khan  acquiefeed  wdthout  objec- 
tion, and  Mahomed  Iffoof  fent  with  his  camp  the  18  pounder  he 
had  brought  from  Tritchinopoly,  that  it  might  be  depofited  in 
Madura,  becaufe  it  encumbered  his  march  up  and  down  the  country  ; 
and  a companv  of  Sepoys  went  to  take  care  of  the  1 8 pounder  on 
the  road.  He  then  allotted  fix  companies  to  garrifon  Chevelpetore, 
and  guard  the  adjacent  country  ; and  with  the  reft,  about  2000,  in 
which  w^ere  included  thofe  levied  by  the  Nabob,  and  fent  to  Ma- 
phuze Khan,  he  proceeded  from  Chevelpetore  on  the  i ft  of  Auguft, 
and  on  the  loth  arrived  at  the  town  of  Tinivelly. 

By  this  time  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs  had  made  arrangements  for 
the  management  of  thefe  countries,  and  concluded  an  agreement  with 
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Book  VI.  Madura  and  Tinivelly. 

Moodilee,  the  native  of  Tinivelly,  who  came  to  Madrafs  on  this 
purpofe  in  the  month  of  April.  The  fouthern  and  more  fertile  dif- 
tridts,  which  in  former  times  belonged  to  the  kingdom  of  Madura, 
had  by  various  alterations  and  appropriations  been  annexed  to  the 
government,  and  intermingled  with  the  rent-rolls,  of  Tinivelly  ; 
and  the  greater  IVIoravar,  during  the  confufions  which  prevailed  fince 
the  year  1 750,  had  made  encroachments  on  the  weft  ; fo  that  what 
remained  at  this  time  under  the  ancient  denomination  of  Madura, 
and  under  the  immediate  jurifdidlion  of  the  city,  did  not  extend  in 
any  diredlion  above  40  miles,  and,  in  moft,  much  lets : which, 
being  commanded  on  the  weft  and  north  by  mountains  and  Poly- 
gars,  and  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  the  woods  of  Moravar,  was  in  every 
part  expofed  to  depredations  from  the  wild  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. The  land  of  the  territory  is  likewife  in  many  parts  in- 
cumbered  with  plots  of  rock,  and,  where  free,  the  foil,  except  in 
a few  diftridls  to  the  fouth,  is  of  laborious  and  expentive  cultivation. 
From  thefe  detriments  and  defedls,  the  annual  revenue  of  the  whole 
territory  leldom  exceeds  i 20,000  rupees  ; at  the  fame  time  that  the 
maintenance  of  the  city,  its  garrifon,  and  other  military  pofts  in  the 
country,  raife  the  expenfes  to  triple  this  fum.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  country  now  rated  under  Tinivelly  is  of  much  greater  extent 
and  fertility,  commonly  yielding  a revenue  from  11  to  1,200,000 
rupees  a year;  but  thould  Madura  and  its  diftridls  be  in  the  hands  of 
an  enemy,  the  country  of  Tinivelly  would  be  conftantly  expofed  to 
the  moft  ruinous  attacks,  and  could  receive  no  fupport  from  Trit- 
chinopoly ; which  renders  it  necelTary  to  maintain  the  one  at  a cer- 
tain lofs,  as  the  only  means  of  fecuring  the  advantages  which  may 
be  derived  from  the  other.  The  family  of  Moodilee,  having  for 
100  years  been  employed  in  farming  diftri6ts  in  both  countries, 
had,  in  this  long  courfe  of  time,  rented  every  part,  and  knew  the 
properties  of  each.  He  accordingly  refufed  to  undertake  the  dif- 
tridls  of  Madura,  but  offered  to  rent  the  country  of  Tinivelly  for 
three  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of  1,100,000  rupees,  clear  of  all 
expenfes,  to  be  paid  at  three  periods  in  each  year  : for  w'hich  pur- 
pofe he  was  to  be  invefted  with  the  ufual  authorities  of  jurifdidions,. 
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1756.  civil  and  criminal:  he  obliged  himfelf  to  maintain  not  lefs  than. 

1000  of  the  company’s  Sepoys,  under  the  command  of  Inch  offi- 
cers as  the  prefidency  fhoiild  appoint  ; and  engaged  to  produce, 
within  three  months  from  the  contraft,  the  fecurity  of  fubftantial 
JJiroffs,  or  money-changers,  for  the  regular  payment  of  the  ftipulated 
fums.  The  agreement  was  concluded  in  the  beginning  of  Julv  ; 
immediately  on  which  Moodilee  appointed  agents,  and  fent  orders  to 
place  flags  with  the  company’s  colours,  in  the  cultivated  lands  ; and 
loon  after  proceeded  himfelf  to  adminifler  his  office  in  perfon. 

Mahomed  Ifloof,  on  his  arrival  at  Tinivelly,  found  that  the  agents 
of  Moodilee  had,  in  the  beginning  of  their  occupations,  been  over- 
ruled and  infulted  by  Meir  Jaffier,  who  had  hitherto  managed  the 
country  for  Maphuze  Cawn.  The  dilpute  indeed  had  ceafed,  but 
the  grudge  flill  remained  : and  to  prevent  any  farther  eflefts,  Ma- 
homed Ifloof  ordered  Meir  Jaffier  to  depart  immediately  to  Madura, 
but  permitted  him  to  take  three  field-pieces  which  belonged  to  him, 
and  whatfoever  retinue  he  chofe  : he  at  the  fame  time  detached  five 
companies  of  Sepoys  to  reinforce  the  garrifon  of  Madura,  and  or- 
dered them  to  protect  and  watch  Meir  Jaffier  and  his  jDeople  on  the 
road.  They  had  not  proceeded  two  days,  when  unexpedled  intelli- 
gence flopped  their  march. 

On  the  arrival  of  Maphuze  Cawn  from  Chevelpetore,  all  the 
cavalry  in  his  fervice  were  aflembled  in  the  city  of  Madura ; their 
number  w^as  2000,  all  of  good  quality,  for  he  had  difbanded  the 
lefs  effeftual.  The  day  after  his  arrival,  the  Jemautdars  in  a body 
furrounded  his  houfe,  and  declared  that  he  Ihould  not  move  out 
of  it,  until  their  arrears  were  paid,  which,  by  their  own  account, 
amounted  to  700,000  rupees.  They  were  headed  by  the  governor 
Danifhmend  Cawn,  who  from  this  time  was  better  known  in  the 
country  by  the  name  of  Berkatoolah,  although  not  the  fame  officer 
who  defended  Trinomalee  in  1753.  The  company's  Sepoys  ip  the 
garrifon  wondered  at  thefe  proceedings,  difcourfed  of  them,  and  fuf- 
pedted  that  the  tumult  was  concerted,  as  a pretence  to  keep  poflfeffion 
of  the  city;  for  Maphuze  Cawn  might  have  been  flopped  any  where 
-elfe,  as  well  as  at  Madura:  their  opinions  being  known,  and  their  fidelity 

unfliaken, 
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iinfhaken,the  Jemautdars  of  the  cavalry  feized  the  commanders  of  the  1 756. 
three  companies,  and  having  confined  them,  difarmed  the  common 
men,  and  turned  them  out  of  the  town;  but  the  next  day  releafed  the 
officers,  on  recolle61:ioii  that  no  advantage  could  be  derived  from  their 
detention,  and  that  they  might,  by  continuing  in  the  city,  learn  what 
it  was  not  wiffied  they  ffiould  know.  As  foon  as  they  were  gone,  the 
brother  of  Myana  came  into  the  city  from  the  woods  of  Nattamwith 
2000  Colleries,  a confiderable  ftock  of  provifions,  and  fome  money  ; 
in  return  for  which  fervice,  the  Jemautdars  gave  him  the  town  of 
Tirambore  and  the  pagoda  of  Coilgtiddy,  in  which  they  had  fome 
troops.  'I'he  fuddennefs  and  facility  with  which  thefe  operations 
pafTed,  fufficiently  fhewed  that  meafures  had  been  previoufly  con- 
certed for  the  fuccefs  of  the  rebellion.  The  poffeffion  of  Ma- 
dura, the  principal  obje6l  of  the  confpiracy,  being  fecured,  it  was 
not  thought  neceffary  to  diffemble  any  longer.  Invitations  were 
fent  to  every  Polygar  in  the  country  to  join.  A man  mounted  on 
an  elephant  was  received  in  ceremony  at  Madura,  bringing  a patent 
as  from  the  Nabob,  appointing  Maphuze  Cawn  to  the  government : 
and  parties  fent  into  the  neighbouring  diftri6ls,  pulled  and  tore  down 
with  derifion  the  Company’s  flags,  which  had  been  planted  by  the 
orders  of  Moodilee,  according  to  the  cuflom  of  the  country,  on  the 
lands  appropriated  to  cultivation. 

The  Sepoys  which  had  been  turned  out  of  Madura,  fent  mef- 
fengers  with  an  account  of  what  had  happened  to  Mahomed  Iffoof, 
who  had  not  entertained  a furmil'e,  when  he  received  intelligence,  of 
the  revolt.  He  inftantly  difpatched  orders  to  the  detachment  march- 
ing to  Madura,  to  halt,  which  they  had  already  done  ; and  to  feize 
Meir  Jaffier  and  his  effects.  He  appointed  Jemaul  Saheb  to  remain 
with  1000  Sepoys  at  Tinivelly,  and  proceeding  himfelf  with  the  reft, 
about  700,  joined  on  the  road  the  detachment  he  had  fent  forward, 
which  the  Sepoys  coming  from  Madura  had  joined  before.  On  the 
jothof  Augufl  he  encamped  at  Secunder-maly,  a ftrong  poft  three 
miles  to  the  fouth  of  Madura  : his  whole  force  confifted  of  1500 
Sepoys  and  fix  field-pieces  ; but,  not  having  a piece  of  battering  can- 
non fince  he  had  deprived  himfelf  of  the  1 8 pounder,  he  wifely 
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^75^*  that  it  v/ouid  be  deftiaiftion  to  no  purpofe  to  have  attempted 

an  ei'calade  againfi;  inch  fuperior  numbers  as  were  in  the  city  ; for 
eA'en  the  Colleries  fight  well  behind  walls.  The  day  after  his  arrival 
fome  cavalry  advanced  near  his  poft,  but  were  driven  back  by  a few 
difcharges  from  the  field-pieces,  with  the  lofs  of  two  men.  Skir- 
mifhes  of  this  kind  pafTed  every  day  after,  and  on  fome  w-ithout  any 
lofs  on  either  fide.  On  the  13th  of  September  the  renter  Moodilee 
arrived  in  the  camp  with  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  which  had 
elcorted  him  from  Tritchinopoly  through  the  countries  of  the  two 
Moravars,  and  the  next  day  he  continued  his  journey  towards 
Tinivelly. 

The  Pulitaver,  Catabominaigue,  and  the  other  Polygars  of  Tini- 
velly, took  time  to  confider  how  they  fhould  a6i:  in  confequence  of 
the  revolution  at  jVIadura,  and  the  Jemautdars  there,  not  finding  them 
fo  ready  to  join  as  they  had  expedled,  began  to  think  of  preferving 
fome  openings  to  a reconciliation  wdth  the  prefidency.  Accordingly 
they  wrote  letters  apologizing  for  the  revolt,  and  afcribed  it  intirely 
to  their  neceffities  for  w^ant  of  pay  : and  low-ered  their  demands  to 
400,000  rupees.  All  the  force  which  could  be  fpared  from  the  imme- 
diate fervdce  of  the  Carnatic  being  at  this  time  required  for  the  reco- 
very of  the  Company’s  fettlements  in  Bengal,  the  prefidency  em- 
powered Captain  Calliaud  at  Tritchinopoly  either  to  treat  with  the 
jemautdars,  or  to  employ  fuch  other  means  as  he  fhould  judge  ex- 
pedient to  recover  Madura.  On  this  authority  Captain  Calliaud  fent 
his  interpreter  from  Tritchinopoly  to  Maphuze  Cawn,  who,  in  the 
very  firfl:  conference,  unable  to  keep  his  temper,  avowed  that  he 
thought  liimfelf  very  ill  ufed  by  the  appointment  of  another  renter, 
and  that  he  wmuld  never  give  up  Madura  until  the  Tinivelly  coun- 
tries were  granted  to  him  upon  the  fame  terms  as  they  had  been  let 
to  Moodilee.  The  interpreter  feeing  no  likelihood  of  accommodation 
with  him,  tried  with  the  Jemautdars,  offering  to  pay  50,000  rupees 
immediately,  although  he  had  brought  no  money,  and  150,000 
more  after  they  fhould  have  evacuated  the  city.  The  Jemautdars 
agreed  to  thefe  terms,  and  went  to  Mahomed  Iffoof’s  camp  in  order 
to  obtain  his  confirmation,  who  not  thinking  himfelf  fufficiently 
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authorifed,  advifed  them  to  wait,  without  departing  from  the  ao-ree- 
ment,  until  it  could  be  ratified  by  Captain  Calhaiid  ; to  which  thev 
conlented.  Captain  Caliiaud  approved  of  the  terms,  but  added  as  an 
indifpenfible  condition  that  Maphuze  Cawn  and  Berkatoolah  fhould 
be  delivered  up  with  the  city.  To  this  likewife  the  Jemautdars 
fecmed  to  have  no  objection  ; on  wliich  orders  were  difpatched  to 
Moodilee  to  fend  money  and  bills  for  the  amount  of  the  agreement 
uithout  delay  from  rinivclly.  1 hele  vatious  negotiations  and  cor- 
refpondenccs  employed  30  days,  daring  which  feveral  events  hap- 
])ened  which  contributed  to  change  the  ffateof  affairs. 

Ihe  family  of  Moodilee  by  their  occupation  of  renting  the  coun- 
tries, had  formed  conneaions  with  mod:  of  the  Polygars^lependant 
on  Tinivelly,  moreefpecially  with  the  PulitaverandCirtabominaigue; 
and  on  his  invitations  the  Pulitaver  and  feveral  others  met  him  on 
the  road.  Catabominaigue  and  others  lent  their  agents;  all  came,  as 
ufual,  vvith  confiderable  retinues,  and  in  the  midlfof  this  multitude 
Moodilee  entered  the  town  of  Tinivelly  on  the  27th  of  September, 
and  proclaimed  his  commifTion.  But  the  Colleries  of  the  Polyaars] 
whom  no  confideration  can  reftrain  from  thieving,  committed  mo-ht 
robberies  in  the  town  and  adjacent  villages.  Several  of  them  were 
taken  and  punifhed  by  the  Company’s  Sepoys  ; on  which  others 
imle  the  effeds  of  the  Sepoys  themfelves,  who,  irritated  as  much  by 
the  inlult  as  the  lols,  transferred  their  refentment  on  Moodilee,  be- 
caufe  he  fuffered  the  Polygars  to  remain  in  the  town,  and  continued 
to  treat  them  with  civility.  At  the  fame  time  the  troops  of  Travan- 
core  renewed  their  incurlions  into  the  diftrids  about  Calacad ; and 
NabeyCawn  Catteck,  who  had  concealed  him felf  ever  lince  the  de- 
feat in  which  Moodemiah  was  killed,  now  appeared  again,  made 
overtures  of  reconciliation  to  Maphuze  Cawn,  which  were  accepted  • 
and  having  enlifled  400  of  the  horfe,  which  Maphuze  Cawn  had 

dilbanded,  kept  traverling  the  country  between  Madura  and  Tiniveilv. 
rhefe  difturbances,  and  the  diffention  between  the  renter  Moodilee 
and  the  Company’s  Sepoys,  had  already  deterred  the  bankers  from 
furmflnng  him  with  the  fums  neceffary  for  the  commencement  of 
his  own  bufinels,  at  the  time  that  he  was  called  upon  to  fupply 
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the  money  for  the  payment  of  the  Jemautclars  at  Madura.  All  he 
could  difpatch  immediately  was  20,000  rupees,  which  flopped  on  the 
road  from  an  apprehenfion  of  being  intercepted  by  Nabey  Caw  11 
Catteck ; and  it  was  fomc  days  before  he  could  obtain  authentic 
bills  of  exchange  for  the  amount  required. 

Mean  while  the  Jemautdars  having  the  power  in  themfelves,  had 
taken  no  pains  to  conceal  their  negotiation  fromMaphuze  Cawn  and 
Berkatoolah,  who,  having  no  other  means  to  overfet  it,  employed  in- 
trigue. There  was,  among  the  Jemautdars,  one  named  Seer  Cawn, 
a man  of  art  and  fpirit,  attached  to  Berkatoolah  ; he  had  hitherto 
gone  with  the  reft,  with  the  view  alone  of  leading  them  back,  when- 
foever  the  opportunity  fhould  offer.  No  money  coming  on  feveral 
days  in  which  it  was  expedfedjSeer  Cawn  fuggeifed  to  his  comrades, 
that  the  interpreter  had  amufed  them  with  the  negotiation  in  order 
to  cover  fome  other  defign,  perhaps  the  furprife  of  the  city,  by 
Mahomed  Iffoof’s  troops  at  Secunder  Maly  ; and  advifed  them  to 
think  of  a reconciliation  with  their^  friends  rather  than  trufl;  any 
further  to  thofe  whofe  views  they  did  not  know.  Maphuze  Cawn 
and  Berkatoolah  improved  the  effedls  of  thefe  fuggeftions  by  lavifh 
promifes,  which  prevailed,  and  immediately  after  the  reconciliation 
500  horfe  marched  to  join  thofe  with  Nabey  Cawn  Catteck. 

Notwithflandiiig  this  change,  the  interpreter  flill  remained  in  the 
city  with  hopes  of  renewing  the  negotiation^  on  which  Captain  Cal- 
liaud  refolved  to  go  to  Nattam  himfelf,  to  be  nearer  at  hand  to  give 
the  neceffary  inflrudlions  ; and,  warned  by  the  late  difappointment, 
he  took  with  him  from  Tritchinopoly  an  agent  belonging  to  the 
houfe  of  Buckanjee,  the  principal  Jhroff  or  banker  in  the  Decan, 
whofe  word  was  every  where  efleemed  as  ready  money.  Arriving 
at  Nattam  on  the  25th  of  Odlober,  he  was  met  there  by  the  inter- 
preter, and  an  officer  lately  fent  by  the  Nabob  from  Arcot  to  treat 
with  the  Jemautdars.  The  officer  reprefented  that  neither  Maphuze 
Cawn  nor  Berkatoolah  were  in  reality  averfe  to  an  accommodation, 
but  infiffced  that  the  prefidency  ffiould  give  their  guarantee  for  the 
terms,  fince  neither  of  them  would  trufl  the  Nabob  : that  Berka- 
toolah, who  was  rich,  required  only  protedlion  for  his  perfon,  family, 

and 
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and  effe6ls ; but  Maphuze  Cawn,  a provifion  adequate  to  his  rank  i 756. 
On  this  information  Calliaud  ordered  the  interpreter  to  renew  the 
propofal  of  paying  the  Jemautdars,  and  pledged  his  own  word  to 
Maphuze  Cawn  and  Berkatoolah ; but  inlifted  that  Maphuze  Cawn 
Ihould  immediately  accompany  him  to  Tritchinopoly.  Both  feemed 
fatisfied,  and  Maphuze  Cawn  made  preparations  as  if  he  intended  to 
proceed  to  Nattam  the  next  day;  but  this  day  brought  on  the  change 
of  the  monlbon,  with  fuch  I'evere  and  tempeftuous  weather,  that 
nothing  could  ftir  abroad.  The  fort  of  Nattam  had  no  Ihelter  againfl: 
the  Iky,  and  the  rains  holding  without  intermiffion.  Captain  Cal- 
liaud apprehenlive  that  the  roads  might  become  impalTable,  and  keep 
him  longer  than  he  ought  in  prudence  to  remain  out  of  his  garrifon, 
left  Nattam  the  next  day,  and  reached  Tritchinopoly  on  the  30th, 
where  a day  or  two  after  came  the  interpreter,  the  Nabob’s  officer, 
and  a Jemautdar  fent  by  Maphuze  Cawn,  to  explain  his  own  de- 
mands. He  requefted  to  be  placed  in  the  government  of  diftridls, 
any  where  in  the  Carnatic,  from  which  he  might  appropriate  200,000 
rupees  a year  for  his  own  maintenance ; and  alleging  that  he  had 
been  obliged  to  fell  every  thing  he  had,  to  fatisfy  in  part  the  demands 
of  his  troops,  he  afleed,  but  without  infifiing,  for  20,000  rupees  to 
furnifh  himfelf  again  with  neceffaries.  Captain  Calliaud  dilmified 
the  Jemautdar  with  alTurances,  that  thefe  terms  fhould  be  complied 
with,  and  fet  out  himfelf  for  Madrafs,  in  order  to  obtain  the  con- 
firmation of  the  prefidency,  and  to  explain  to  them  the  general  ffate 
of  affairs  in  the  fouthern  countries. 

At  this  time  the  expedition  to  Bengal  had  carried  away  one  half  of 
the  Englifh  force  in  the  Carnatic,  and  intelligence  of  the  declaration 
of  war  with  France  increafed  the  neceffity  of  every  caution  : in  con- 
fequence  of  which  Captain  Calliaud  on  the  fecond  day  of  his  jour- 
ney met  letters  from  the  prefidency,  with  pofitive  orders  not  to  quit 
his  garrifon  without  their  exprefs  permiffion  ; on  which  he  imrne- 
diately  returned  to  Tritchinopoly. 

Mean  while,  the  diffention  between  the  Company’s  Sepoys  and 
their  renter  at  Tinivelly  had  encreafed,  and  had  produced  evil  con- 
fequences.  Moodilee  by  his  contrabl  was  only  obliged  to  furnifh  the 
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pay  of  the  Sepoys  employed  by  himfelf ; but  Mahomed  Iflbof,  by  a 
wrong  interpretation,  imagined  that  Moodilee  was  obliged  to  main- 
tain the  whole  number  wherefoever  employed;  and  moreover  to  dif- 
charge  the  arrears  of  their  pay,  of  which  two  months  were  due  on 
his  arrival  in  the  country.  Tn  confequence  of  this  milfake,  Jemaul- 
fahab,  who  commanded  the  Sepoys  in  Tinivelly,  demanded  the 
amount,  and  on  IVIoodilec’s  refufing  to  pay  it,  confined  him  under  a 
guard  for  I'everal  days ; during  which  he  ordered  the  Pulitaver  and 
the  other  Polygars  to  quit  the  town,  with  threats  of  fevere  pu- 
nifhment  if  they  remained  any  longer.  They  departed  immediately ; 
but  inftead  of  returning  to  their  homes,  the  Pulitaver  went  to  Nabey 
Cawn  Catteck  and  offered  him  his  affiftance,  both  in  men  and  money ; 
and  by  their  united  reprefentations,  Catabominaigue  was  induced  to 
join  their  league.  At  the  fame  time  the  troops  of  Travancore  kept 
their  ground,  and  continued  their  depredations  in  the  diftridls  de- 
pendant on  Calacad.  The  hopes  of  the  advantages  which  might 
be  derived  from  thefe  confufions,  were  much  more  agreeable  to  the 
difpofition  of  Berkatoolah,  than  the  fuccefs  of  his  negotiation  with 
the  Englifh,  by  which  he  was  to  obtain  nothing  more  than  the 
pardon  of  his  offences  ; and  in  the  middle  of  November,  as  foon  as 
the  ground  was  fufficiently  dry,  to  march,  he  went  from  the  city, 
and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  500  horfe,  which  had  gone  out 
before,  and  were  now  joined  to  thole  of  Nabey  Cawn  Catteck,  and 
the  troops  of  the  Polygars.  The  whole  force  amounted  to  looco 
men,  of  which  1000  were  horfe.  They  were  alfembled  about  40 
miles  to  the  fbuth  of  Madura,  and  inftead  of  proceeding  diredlly  to 
the  Ibuth,  in  the  open  country,  ftruck  to  the  eaft  into  the  diftridls 
of  Catabominaigue,  a part  of  whofe  woods  extend  within  a few 
miles  of  the  town  of  Tinivelly.  Iffuing  from  thence  at  night  before 
their  approach  was  known,  they  entered  the  town  at  day-break 
by  feveral  avenues,  which  were  weakly  guarded  : for  Moodilee  a few 
days  before  had  marched  with  the  greateft  part  of  the  Sepoys  and  his 
other  force,  about  twenty  miles  to  the  fouth-eaft,  in  order  to  pro- 
tefl  the  diftribls  of  Alwar  Tinivelly,  againft  which  he  had  been  led 
to  believe  the  enemy  defigned  to  bend  their  attack.  The  enemy  re- 
mained 
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mainecl  two  clays  in  Tinivelly,  plundered  much,  but  committed  no  1756. 
cruelties ; and  during  this  delay,  Moodilee  regained  the  fort  of  Pa- 
lamcolah,  which  Hands  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  about  three 
miles  from  the  town.  The  fort  is  Ij^acious,  but  the  ramparts  were 
in  ruins,  neverthelefs  capable  of  refifting  an  enemy,  Avhich  had 
no  battering  cannon.  Matchlocks  and  mufketry  were  fired  without 
any  mifchief  for  two  days,  during  which  the  cavalry  ravaged  the 
country  round.  Mahomed  IfToof,  who  Hill  continued  at  Secunder- 
maly,  before  Madura,  received  no  certain  intelligence  of  the  enemy’s 
defign  until  four  days  after  they  were  in  motion ; he  immediately 
Hruck  his  camp  and  proceeded  towards  Tinivelly,  and  they  hearing 
of  his  approach  collected  all  their  parties  and  advanced  to  give  him 
battle.  The  two  armies  met  on  the  ifl  of  December  at  Gangadoram, 
about  twenty  miles  north  of  Tinivelly.  The  inferiority  of  numbers 
was  much  more  than  compenfated  by  fuperior  fkill ; the  Company’s 
Sepoys  faced  the  enemy  on  every  fide  with  advantage  of  fituation  and 
difcipline,  and  the  field-pieces  were  fired  with  much  execution 
againfl  the  cavalry,  whofe  fortunes  depending  on  the  prefervation  of 
their  horfes,  they  quitted  the  contefl  and  the  field.  The  next  day 
Mahomed  IlToof  proceeded  to  Tinivelly,  and  from  thence  marched  into 
the  defolated  diflridls,  in  order  to  give  heart  to  the  inhabitants,  and 
recall  them  to  their  occupations.  The  Polygars  returned  to  their 
woods,  and  Berkatoolah  with  his  cavalry  to  Madura  ; but  Nabey 
Cawn  Catteck  went  to  Chevelpetore,  and  not  having  means  to  attack 
the  fort,  in  which  were  fome  Sepoys,  attempted  to  efcalade  the 
jiagoda  in  the  town ; on  which  one  of  the  Bramins  went  to  the  top 
of  the  high  tower  over  the  gateway,  and  after  a fhort  but  loud  prayer 
of  execration,  threw  himfelf  headlong  to  the  pavement,  Avhich 
dafhed  out  his  brains ; the  enemy,  although  Mahomedans,  Avere  fb 
much  afraid  of  incurring  the  general  deteftatlon  of  the  country,  if 
their  attempts  againft  the  pagoda  fhould  incite  any  more  a61s  of  fuch 
enthufiaftic  devotion,  that  they  immediately  retreated  out  of  the  toAA'ii. 

^ Whilfi:  Captain  Calliaud  was  in  expeblation  of  a conclufive  anf\A-er 
from  Maphuze  CaAvn’s  agent,  he  received  intelligence  of  the  neAV 
confederacy,  and  their  operations,  and  of  Berkatoolah’s  departure 
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1756.  from  Madura  to  jDartakc  in  their  hoftilities : neverthelefs,  fome  hopes 
of  reconciliation  ftill  remained ; for  fome  of  the  Jemautdars,  although 
the  leffer  number,  were  averfe  to  the  turbulent  proceedings  of  the 
others,  and  wifhed  an  accommodation  on  the  terms  which  had 
once  been  fo  nearly  concluded  : he  therefore  determined  to  make 
another  trial,  and  fent  Mr.  William  Rumbold,  a lieutenant  of  his 
garrifon,  who  talked  the  languages  of  the  country,  together  with 
the  interpreter,  to  renew  the  negotiation.  They  were  efcorted  by  a 
company  of  Sepoys,  and  arrived  at  IVIadura  on  the  third  of  Decem- 
ber, and  on  the  next  day  came  into  the  town  Berkatoolah,  with  his 
cavalry,  which  had  been  beaten  by  hlahomed  Ilfoof. 

Maphuze  Cawn  received  Mr.  Rumbold  with  much  civility,  and 
in  a private  conference  acknowledged  his  errors,  apologized  for  his 
conduft,  and  promifed  to  accompany  him  to  Tritchinopoly  ; but 
neither  of  them  fufpedted  that  a perfon  had  been  placed  behind  a 
curtain  to  liften  to  their  converfation.  About  an  hour  after  the 
vifit,  the  Jemautdar  Seer  Cawn,  with  a body  of  horfe,  befet  Ma- 
phuze Cawn’s  houfe,  and  made  him  a prifoner;  and  after  a meffage, 
which  was  not  complied  with,  fent  30  horfemen  to  force  Mr.  Rum- 
bold out  of  the  city;  who,  having  no  means  of  refinance,  obeyed, 
and  rejoined  his  efcort,  which  he  had  left  at  a choultry  on  the  other 
fde  of  the  river.  As  foon  as  he  was  gone.  Seer  Cawn  affembled  all 
the  Jemautdars,  whom  he  perfuaded  that  Maphuze  Cawn  intended 
to  fell  them  and  the  city.  When  they  were  fufficiently  inflamed, 
Berkatoolah  came  in,  and  war  was  determined : but,  whilfl:  they 
were  deliberating  on  the  manner  of  condudling  it,  came  a letter  from 
Mr.  Rumbold,  threatening  the  utmoft  vengeance  of  the  Englifli  na- 
tion for  the  indignity  which  had  been  offered  to  its  reprefentative  in 
his  perfon ; and  the  immediate  return  of  Mahomed  Iffoof  with  all  the 
Company’s  Sepoys  was  held  out  as  an  earneff  of  this  refolution.  The 
Jemautdars,  ftartled.at  the  expreflions  of  indignation  in  Mr.  Rum- 
bold’s  letter,  agreed  to  invite  him  to  return.  He  refufed,  without 
public  reparation  ; of  which  they  permitted  him  to  didlate  the  mode  ; 
conformable  to  which,  Maphuze  Cawn,  with  all  the  Jemautdars, 
came  the  next  morning  to  the  choultry,  made  many  apologies,  and 
3 conduced 
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condu<Sled  him  back  to  the  city  : where,  on  entering  the  gate,  he 
was  laluted  by  the  difcharge  of  all  the  cannon  on  the  ramparts, 
which  were  only  13  pieces.  The  negotiation  was  renewed  on  the 
lame  terms  as  before ; and  it  was  agreed  to  wait  until  the  guarantee  of 
the  prefidency  for  the  terms  required  byMaphuze  Cawn  and  Berka- 
toolah,  Ihould  arrive  from  Madrafs.  But  three  days  after  this  pre- 
liminary was  fettled,  Nabey  Cawn  Catteck,  with  his  horfe,  came 
from  Chevelpetore,  and  immediately  on  his  arrival  offered  to  furnilli 
40,000  iTipees  for  the  prefent  fubfiftence  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Je- 
mautdars,  if  they  would  relinquilh  all  treaty  with  the  Englilh,  and 
fend  Mr.  Rumbold  away.  On  the  buftle  occafioned  by  this  pro- 
pofal,  Mr.  Rumbold  went  to  Maphuze  Cawn,  who  wept,  and  in  his 
anguifh  broke  his  feal,  that  he  might  not  be  obliged  to  affix  it  any 
more  to  a£ts  he  did  not  approve.  From  Maphuze  Cawn’s  he  went 
to  Berkatoolah’s,  where  he  aflembled  and  harangued  the  Jemaut- 
dars,  who,  after  various  difcuffions,  confented  that  the  articles  to 
which  they  had  before  acceded,  lliould  be  immediately  drawn  up 
in  both  languages  and  executed  by  all  parties  : it  was  now  night, 
and  to  do  this  required  fome  hours  ; for  every  Jemautdar  was  to 
fign.  This  while  was  employed  with  much  affiduity  by  Nabey 
Cawn  Catteck,  who  now  offered  to  fupply  3500  rupees  a day, 
which,  being  fully  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  whole  body 
of  cavalry,  prevailed  ; and  Mr.  Rumbold  was  advifed  to  take  care 
of  himfelf,  as  all  the  roads  would  foon  be  flopped.  He  accordino-ly 
went  out  of  the  city  the  next  morning,  as  if  he  had  fomething  to 
regulate  concerning  his  efcort  of  Sepoys  ; with  whom  he  fet  off  at 
midnight,  and  reached  the  fort  of  Nattam  without  interruption, 
when,  being  out  of  danger,  he  proceeded  more  leifurely  to  Tritchi- 
nopoly,  where  he  arrived  on  the  15th  of  December.  Thus  ended 
the  third  unfuccefsful  attempt  to  get  poffeffion  of  Madura  by  ne- 
gotiation, in  all  of  which  the  contumelious  condudl  of  the  Jemaut- 
dars  was  not  the  effed  of  fudden  exigencies,-  but  the  refult  of  a 
plan  formed  by  Berkatoolah  to  lead  them  to  fuch  extremities  of 
affront,  as  fhould  preclude  all  hopes  of  reconciliation  with  the 
Englifh.  That  fuch  was  their  fituation  he  eafily  convinced  them, 


ii6 


The  War  op  Coromandel.  Book  VI. 

1756.  as  fboti  as  Mr.  Rumbold  was  gone,  and  then  declared  he  intended 
not  only  to  maintain  the  city,  but  likewife  to  recover  the  whole 
country  for  Maphuze  Cawn.  Thefe  refolutions  were  not  unani- 
moufly  approved,  but  the  diffenters  were  by  far  the  fmaller  number; 
and  letters  of  invitation  were  immediately  difpatched  to  all  the  Po- 
lygars,  to  Hyder  Naig  the  Myfore  general,  and  to  the  King  of  Tra- 
vancore.  A few  days  after,  Berkatoolah  and  Nabey  Cawn  Catteck 
went  with  500  horle  to  the  Pulitaver’s  place.  The  commander 
Mahomed  Kfoof,  on  receiving  the  fummons  of  Mr. Rumbold,  had  re- 
turned from  the  diftridls  he  was  vihting  to  Tinivelly  ; where  leav- 
ing as  before  1 000  Sepoys,  he  proceeded  with  the  reft,  about  1800, 
towards  Madura.  The  renter  Moodilee,  naturally  timorous,  refolved 
to  accompany  the  greater  force,  and,  befides  his  uftial  retinue,  was 
attended  by  100  good  horfe,  which  he  had  lately  levied.  They 
arrived  on  the  1 6th  of  December  at  Gangadorum,  where  Mahomed 
I ftbof  hearing  of  Mr.  Rumbold’s  departure  from  Madura,  halted  to  ob- 
ferve  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and  remained  there  until  he  received 
information  that  Nabey  Cawn  Catteck  and  Berkatoolah  had  pafted  to 
the  Pulitaver’s,  on  which  he  proceeded  to  Chevelpetore,  and  en- 
camped there,  in  order  to  awe  the  Polygars  in  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try from  joining  the  enemy. 

During  the  march  Moodilee  fent  one  of  his  relations,  named  Al- 
gapa,  to  negotiate  a reconciliation  with  the  Pulitaver,  and  offer  fome 
diftrifts  as  the  fee  of  his  alliance.  The  Pulitaver,  who  never  refufed 
or  kept  his  word  on  any  occafion,  fent  an  agent  with  Algapa  to 
the  camp  at  Chevelpetore,  and  at  the  fame  time  fent  his  troops  to  join 
Berkatoolah  and  Nabey  Cawn  Catteck.  The  agent,  under  the  ufual  pre- 
text of  doing  honour  to  his  embafly,  was  accompanied  by  two  or  three 
hundred  Colleries.  Mahomed  Iffoof  entirely  difapproved  of  the  inter- 
courfe,  as  he  knew  the  Pulitaver’s  charafter,  and  that  fome  of  his 
people  were  at  this  very  time  plundering  to  the  weftward  of  Tinivelly. 
Unfortunately,  during  this  mood  of  indignation,  five  of  the  agent’s  Col- 
leries were  taken,  ftealing  horfes  and  oxen  belonging  to  the  camp,  and 
being  brought  to  Mahomed  Iffoof,  he  immediately  put  them  to  death, 
by  blowing  them  off  from  the  mouth  of  a cannon : a fanguinary  exe- 
cution, 
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cution,  not  unfrequent  in  [ncloftan,  and  in  this  cafe  atrocious.  The 
agent,  with  all  his  retinue  of  Colleries,  immediately  ran  away  from 
the  camp  ; and  their  injury  determined  the  Pulitaver,  perhaps  for 
the  firft  time  in  his  life,  to  a6l  with  fome  good  faith  toward  thofe 
with  whom  he  was  connefted.  But  knowing  the  irrefolution  of 
Maphuze  Cawn,  he,  with  his  ufual  cunning,  was  afraid  of  truding 
him  in  Madura  expofed  to  the  overtures  and  negotiations  of  the  £ng- 
lilh,  and  infided  that  he  thould  come  from  thence  to  Nelletangaville, 
and  remain  at  all  times  under  his  own  ward.  In  confequence,  Ber- 
katoolah,  who  was  with  the  Pulitaver,  fent  for  Maphuze  C a v.'n,  who, 
in  the  end  of  December,  went  from  the  city  with  500  horfe.  Thus 
clofed  the  year  in  the  countries  of  Madura  and  Tinivelly.. 

Between  Tanjore  and  Tondiman  the  quarrel  had  continued,  not- 
withftanding  the  retreat  of  theTanjorine  army  in  the  preceding  year  : 
but  the  letters  of  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  and  the  fubtle  delays  of 
Monacjee,  again  prevented  the  renewal  of  hoftilities  until  the  end  of 
June,  when  the  forces  of  Tanjore  were  required  to  revenge  another 
quarrel.  The  Danifh  fettlement  at  Tranquebar  had  requefted  an  en- 
largement of  their  bounds,  which  the  king  refufed,  and  the  Danes 
foon  after,  on  the  pretence  of  fome  outrages  from  his  officers,  at- 
tacked two  pagodas  in  the  neighbourhood.  One  they  took,  and  whilfl 
they  were  employed  before  the  other,  were  attacked  themfelves  at  a 
difadvantage  by  a large  detachment  of  horfe  and  foot  from  Tanjore, 
who  killed  40  of  them,  and  wounded  too;  on  which  the  reft  retreated 
to  Tranquebar  : a negotiation  enfued,  which,  by  the  interpofition  of 
the  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  was  concluded  in  the  middle  of  Auguft.  In 
September  began  the  great  and  long  feaft  of  the  king  and  his  gods, 
which  confumed  the  month.  IiiOftober,  the  approach  of  the  rains 
gave  Monacjee  a pretence  to  keep  the  army  in  quarters  ; and  after 
they  fet  in,  it  was  impoffible  to  move  until  they  were  over.  The 
king  then  infifted,  and  Monacjee  proceeded  againft  Killanelly  Cottah,, 
of  which  Tondiman  had  taken  poffeffion  In  confequence  of  the  fur- 
reptitlous  ceffion  made  to  him  the  year  before  by  Monacjee,  who. 
had  clandeftinely  affixed  the  King’s  leal  to  the  grant.  It  ftands  40. 
miles  s.  by  w.  of  Tanjore,  and  was  ftronger  than  any  place  which 
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Tondiman  had  taken  before : and  the  Tanjorines  had  made  very  little 
progrefs  in  the  attack  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  French  had  not,  during  the  year,  meddled,  excepting  by  private 
in  (ligations,  in  the  quarrels  of  the  fouthern  countries.  The  Rheddy, 
whom  they  had  reftored  at  Terriore,  failed,  as  before,  in  his  tributes  ; 
on  which  they  fent  a party  of  50  Europeans  from  Seringham,  which 
were  joined  by  another  from  Pondicherry,  who  removed  him,  and  re- 
inflated  the  other,  who  likewife  had  before  been  once  appointed  and 
once  depofed.  This  expedition  was  finifhed  in  the  beginning  of  Fe- 
bruary, but  the  party  from  Seringham  remained  atTerriore  to  watch 
the  tributes  in  future.  In  July  100  Europeans  were  taken  from  Se- 
ringham, to  complete  the  detachment  fent  with  Mr.  Law  to  the  re- 
lief of  Mr.  Buffy  at  Charmaul.  By  thefe  fubtra(5lions,  which  were 
not  replaced,  the  garrlfon  at  Seringham,  which  before  was  fuperior, 
remained  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  only  equal  in  Europeans  to  that  of 
Tritchinopoly,  each  having  about  330  ; but  200  more  were  fent 
thither  from  Pondicherry  on  the  9th  of  .December  ; and  500  Sepoys 
were  raifing  at  Terriore,  in  order  to  equal  the  number  in  Tritchi- 
nopoly, which  were  1500.  Thus  ended  the  year  1756  in  Coro- 
mandel. 


End  of  the  Sixth  Book. 
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VII. 


WE  fhall  now  relate  the  progrefs  and  operations  of  the  arma- 
ment fent  for  the  recovery  of  the  lettlements  in  Bengal. 
The  fleet  failing  on  the  loth  of  Oftober,  met  the  currents  fetting 
foffrongly  from  the  north,  that  they  were  driven  in  the  firfl  twelve 
days  after  their  departure,  fix  degrees  of  latitude  to  the  fouth  of 
jVIadrafs  ; and  by  this  time  the  northern  monfoon,  during  which 
the  wind  blows  from  the  N.  w.  had  gathered  Ifrength.  In  this 
feafon  the  only  way  to  get  Bengal,  is  to  fleer  acrofs  the  bay  to  the 
fhore  of-  Tannafery  and  Arracan,  along  which  the  currents  flacken, 
and  fometimes  even  tend  to  the  northward  ; and  milder  M^eather 
than  in  the  middle  of  the  bay  enables  the  veffel  to  gain  the  lati- 
tude of  the  fands  at  the  eaflern  mouths  of  the  Ganges;  from  whence 
tides  help  acrofs  to  the  road  of  Ballafore,  and  from  hence  affure  the 
entrance  into  the  river  Hughley.  Attempting  this  pafTage  with 
much  adverfe  weather.  Admiral  Watfon,  on  the  loth  of  November, 
ordered  the  allowances  of  provifions  and  water  to  be  retrenched. 
Two  days  after,  the  fire-fhip,  unable  to  flem  the  violence  of  the 
monfoon,  bore  away  to  Ceylon  ; and  the  Marlborough,  one  of  the 
company’s,  failing  very  heavily,  was  left  on  the  1 6th  by  the  reft 
of  the  fleet,  which  arrived  in  the  foundings  off  Point  Palmeiras  on 
the  firfl  of  December.  But  the  Cumberland  and  Salifbury  not  having 
kept  the  wind  fo  well  as  the  others,  ftriick  on  the  dangerous  fand 
which  extends  feveral  miles  from  that  point  out  to  fea  : both,  how- 
ever, floated  again  ; but  the  Cumberland  bore  away  to  Vizagapatam. 
VoL.  11.  Q The 
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1756.  The  Kent  and  Tiger  gained  the  road  of  Ballafore,  where  they 
waited  for  the  fpring  tides  until  the  9th,  when  they  proceeded 
under  the  conduft  of  Englifh  pilots  into  the  river,  and  arrived  on 
the  15th  at  Fulta.  Here  they  were  joined,  on  the  20th,  by  all  the 
other  veffels,  excepting  the  Cumberland  and  the  Marlborough,  the 
abferice  of  which  greatly  impaired  the  force  of  the  armament  : for 
the  Cumberland  was  not  only  the  largeft  fliip  in  the  fquadron,  but 
had  likewife  on  board  250  of  the  European  troops  ; and  the  greateft 
part  of  the  field  artillery  had  been  imprudently  fliipped  on  board  of 
the  Marlborough. 

The  detachment  with  Major  Kilpatrick  had  arrived  at  Fulta  on  the 
fecond  of  Augufl:,  but  were  not  deemed  a force  fufiicient  to  rifque 
hoflilities  ; and  the  veffels  before  affembled  there  being  too  much 
crowded  to  receive  them  on  board,  they  were  obliged  to  encamp  in 
the  fwampy  grounds  near  the  town,  where  ficknefs  prevailed 
amongfl  them  fo  much,  that  of  the  whole  detachment,  which 
was  230  when  fent,  one  half  were  dead,  and  of  the  remainder  not 
more  than  thirty  men  were  able  to  do  duty  when  Admiral  Watfon 
arrived. 

The  rainy  feafbn,  which  began  whilff  the  Nabob  was  before  Cal- 
cutta, prevented  him  after  his  return  to  Muxadavad  from  reaflum- 
ing  his  former  intention  of  attacking  his  relation  the  PhoulHar  of 
Purneah  until  the  month  of  Odtober.  He  then  marched  to  that 
country  ; when  the  two  armies  encamped  in  fight  of  each  other, 
the  Phoufdar,  a headftrong  youth,  faw  the  general  Meer  Jaffier 
with  a party  reconnoitring,  and  miflaking  his  enfigns  for  the  Na- 
bob’s, haftened  with  the  foremofl  of  his  cavalry  to  attack  him,  and 
was  killed  in  the  onfet.  The  country  of  Purneah  fubmitted  im- 
mediately after  his  death,  and  the  Nabob  returned  in  triumph  to  his 
capital : where,  ruminating  on  the  excefs  and  apparent  fecurity  of 
his  fortunes,  he  continued  to  imagine,  that  the  Englifh  would  never 
venture  hoflilities  in  his  dominions  ; to  which  prefumption  his  igno- 
rance did  not  a little  contribute  ; for  he  was  often  heard  to  fay,  that 
he  did  not  believe  there  w^ere  ten  thoufaiid  men  in  all  Europe.  His 
minifters,  however,  had  convinced  him,  that  his  revenues  would  be 

much 
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much  diminiflieci  by  the  lols  of  the  Englifli  trade  : which  had  de>,.  1756. 
termined  him  to  permit  their  return  ; but  under  the  fame  reftriftions 
as  they  were  fubjeft  to  in  the  reign  of  Jaffier,  before  their  embaily 
to  Delhi.  On  hearing  of  the  arrival  of  the  armament,  he  ordered  his 
whole  army  to  affemble  at  Muxadavad,  and  prepared  to  march  to 
Calcutta.  The  governor  of  this  place,  Monickchund,  having  fore- 
feen  the  war,  had  been  diligent  in  improving  his  garrifon,  had  for- 
tified Buz-buzia,  and  had  begun  to  ereft  a fort,  which  he  called 
Aligur,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  op[)ofite  to  Tannah  ; but  only 
part  of  the  rampart  commanding  the  river  was  finifhed.  The 
Phouldar  of  Hughley  purchafed  two  fhips,  which  he  loaded  with 
bricks,  intending  to  finkT.hem  in  the  narrow  pafs  of  the  river  be- 
tween Tannah  and  Aligur. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  armament,  letters  from  the  court  of  di- 
reflors  in  England,  had  appointed  Mr.  Drake,  with  three  other  mem- 
bers of  the  council,  to  a€t  as  a feledl  committee,  in  the  conduft  of  all 
political  and  military  affairs.  They  had  already  affociated  MajorKil- 
patrick,  and  as  foon  as  the  fleet  arrived  at  Fulta,  they  added  Mr. 

Watfon  and  Colonel  Clive  to  their  board.  The  letters  which  Clive 
had  brought  from  Madrafs,  accompanied  by  one  from  himfelf  and 
another  from  Mr.  Watfon,  full  of  threats,  were  fent  open  to  Mo- 
nickchund, the  governor  of  Calcutta,  in  order  to  be  forwarded  to  the 
Nabob.  jMonickchund  replied  that  he  dared  not  fend  letters  written  in 
fuch  menacing  terms  ; and  on  receiving  this  anfvver,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  commence  hoftilities.  The  abfence  of  the  troops  on  board 
the  Cumberland  was  in  fome  meafure  fupplied  by  the  reco\'ering 
men  of  Kilpatrick’s  detachment,  and  by  a company  of  feventy  vo- 
lunteers, who  embodied  themfelves  at  Fulta. 

All  the  fhips  and  veffels,  as  well  thole  which  were  juff  arrived, 
asthofe  which  before  were  affembled  at  Fulta,  left  this  place  on  the 
27th  of  December,  and  the  next  afternoon  anchored  at  Mayapore,  a 
town  ten  miles  below  the  fort  of  Buz-buzia.  This  fort  Mr.  Watfon 
determined  to  attack  the  next  day ; and,  as  it  was  fuppofed  that 
the  garrifon  would  defend  it  but  a very  little  while,  it  was  refolved 
io  lay  an  ambufcade,  in  order  to  intercept  their  retreat  towards 
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Calcutta.  All  the  men  of  Adlercron’s  regiment  who  were  arrived, 
being  120,  remained  on  board  the  Ihips  of  war.  The  reft  of  the 
battalion,  500,  with  all  the  Sepoys,  and  two  field-pieces,  landed, 
and  at  fun-let  marched  from  Mayapore,  under  the  command  of  Co- 
lonel Clive,  and  under  the  condu6l  of  Indian  guides.  The  field-pieces, 
with  a tumbril  of  ammunition,  were  drawn  by  the  troops:  for  the 
council  at  Fulta,  through  dread  of  the  Nabob’s  refentment,  had  not 
ventured  to  provide  any  bullocks  either  of  draught  or  burthen.  The 
guides,  in  order  to  prevent  difcovery,  led  the  troops  at  a diftance 
from  the  river,  through  a part  of  the  country,  which  was  uninha- 
bited indeed,  but  full  of  fwamps,  and  continually  mterlefted  by  deep 
rivulets,  which  rendered  the  draught  and  -tranlportation  of  the  three 
carriages  fo  tedious  and  laborious,  that  the  troops  did  not  arrive  un- 
til an  hour  after  fun-rife  at  the  place  of  ambufcade.  This  was  a 
large  hollow^,  which  in  the  rains  might  be  a lake,  finking  about  ten 
feet  below  the  level  of  the  plain  : it  lay  about  a mile  from  the  river, 
a mile  and  a half  north-eaft  of  Buz-buzia,  and  half  a mile  to  the  eaft 
of  a high  road  leading  from  this  place  to  Calcutta.  The  eaftern, 
and  part  of  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  hollow,  were  fkirted  by  the 
huts  and  enclofures  of  a village,  which  feemed  to  have  been  aban- 
doned fome  days  before.  The  grenadiers  and  300  Sepoys  were  de- 
tached from  the  hollow^  to  take  pofteffion  of  another  village  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  adjoining  to  the  northern  wall  of  the  fort  of  Buz- 
buzia  ; where,  it  was  fiippofed,  that  their  appearance  would  induce 
the  garrifon  to  miftake  them  for  the  whole  of  the  Englifh  troops  on 
Ihore  ; and  that  in  confequence  of  this  notion  they  would  retreat 
along  the  high  road,  inftead  of  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  com- 
pany of  volunteers  w^ere  detached,  and  pofted  themfelvcs  in  fome 
thickets  near  the  high  road,  but  on  the  farther  fide  from  the  hollow, 
towards  which  it  was  intended  that  their  fire  fhould  drive  the  fuo-i- 
tive  garrifon.  The  reft  of  the  troops  remained  with  Colonel  Clive, 
and  concealed  themfelves,  fome  in  the  hollow,  and  others  in  the 
adjoining  village,  and  the  two  field-pieces  v/ere  placed  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  village.  The  troops  being  exceffively  fatigued,  were  per- 
mitted 
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mitted  to  quit  their  arms,  in  order  to  get  reft ; every  man  laid  him-  1 756. 
felf  down  where  he  thought  beft,  fome  in  the  village,  others  in  the 
hollow  ; and  from  a fecurity  which  no  fuperiority  or  appearances 
in  war  could  juftify,  the  common  precaution  of  ftationing  centinels 
was  negle61ed.  In  a few  minutes  they  were  all  afleep.  It  happened 
that  Monickchund,  the  governor  of  Calcutta,  had  come  the  day 
before  to  Buz-buzia,  with  1500  horfe  and  2000  foot.  This  officer 
had  no  courage,  but  much  circumfpe6fion  ; and  fome  of  his  f|:)ies 
had  followed  the  Englilh  from  Mayapore,  and  had  obferved  all  their 
motions  in  the  morning. 

About  an  hour  after  the  troops  had  lain  down  to  fleep,  they  were 
awakened  by  the  fire  of  fmall  arms  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  villao-e 
into  which,  at  the  lame  time,  a multitude  of  matchlock  men  were 
difcovered  advancing  with  refolution.  All  the  foldiers,  wherelbever 
fcattered,  hurried  on  the  alarm  into  the  hollow,  in  which  their  arms 
were  grounded,  about  60  yards  from  the  enclofures  on  the  eaftern 
bank  ; here  they  formed  the  line  as  faft  as  they  could  ; but,  unfortu- 
nately, the  artillery-men,  inftead  of  repairing  to  the  two  field-])ieces, 
w hich  w^ould  have  prote^led  the  whole,  ran  to  feek  protedlion  them- 
felves  from  the  line.  During  this  confufion,  the  enemy,  meeting 
no  refiftance,  advanced  and  took  pofteffion  of  the  eaftern  bank;  from 
w hence,  under  the  fhelter  of  various  covers,  they  kept  up  a conti- 
nual, though  irregular  fire,  wounding  feveral,  and  killing  an  en- 
fign.  Colonel  Clive,  apprehenfive  of  a panic,  fiioiild  he  order  the 
troops  to  march  out  of  the  reach  of  the  enemy’s  fire,  commanded 
the  line  to  ftand  firm,  and  detached  two  platoons,  one  from  the  right, 
the  other  from  the  center,  oppofite  to  wdiich  the  enemy’s  fire  w'as 
ftrongeft.  Of  the  platoon  from  the  center  eight  men  were  killed  bv 
one  volley  before  they  gained  the  bank ; the  reft  neverthclels  re- 
turned the  fii'c,  and  then  forced  their  w^ay  wdth  their  bayonets  into 
the*  village  ; where  they  were  joined  by  the  other  .platoon,  which 
had  lucceeded  with  the  lofs  of  only  three  men.  This  intrepidity 
quelled  the  'enemy’s  courage,  who  no  longer  appeared  in  bodies, 
but  Ihifted  in  fmall  parties  from  ftielter  to  fhelter,  firing  rarely,  and 
with  little  effecft;  however,  fome  officers  on  horfeback  expoled  them- 
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f'elves  with  much  refolution,  endeavouring  to  rally  their  men,  but 
in  vain.  In  the  mean  time,  the  company  of  volunteers,  as  loon  as 
they  heard  the  firing,  marched  back  from  the  high  road,  and  refcued 
the  field-pieces,  of  which  fome  of  the  enemy  had  taken  polfefiion, 
but  did  not  know  how  to  ulc  them..  Upon  this,  the  artillery-men  re- 
turned from  the  line  to  the  field-pieces,  and  immediately  began  to 
fire  them  into  the  village,  which  loon  drove  all  the  enemy  out  of  it, 
who  fled  as  faft  as  they  could  to  join  a large  body  of  horfe,  which 
was  now  difcovered  advancing  from  the  fouth  towards  the  hollow  : 
but,  on  perceiving  the  fugitives  coming  from  the  village,  this  ca- 
valry halted  at  the  diflance  of  half  a mile.  On  this  the  Englilh 
troops,  with  the  field-pieces,  formed  regularly  on  the  plain,  and 
advanced  towards  the  enemy,  who  were  commanded  by  Monick- 
chund.  They  flood  feveral  fliot  from  the  field-pieces,  until  one 
chanced  to  pafs  very  near  the  turban  of  Monickchund,  who  imme- 
diately gave  the  fignal  of  retreat  by  turning  his  elephant,  and  the 
whole  body  marched  aw  ay  to  the  north-eafi;  and  returned  to  Calcutta. 
Had  the  cavalry  advanced  and  charged  the  troops  in  the  hollow^,  at 
the  fame  time  that  the  infantry  began  to  fire  upon  the  village.  It  is 
not  improbable  that  the  war  would  have  been  concluded  on  the 
very  firft  trial  of  hoflilities.  ^ 

As  foon  as  the  enemy  retreated,  the  troops  marched  to  the  village 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  from  wdience  the  detachment  polled  there 
w^as  advancing  to  join  them.  By  this  time  the  Kent,  having  out- 
failed  the  other  fliips,  anchored  before  Buz-buzia,  and  alone  filenced 
the  cannon  of  that  fort ; but  the  troops  having  already  undergone 
fo  much  fatigue,  it  was  determined  to  defer  the  afifault  until  the 
next  morning.  They  palfed  the  reft  of  the  day  in  the  village,  with- 
out giving  or  receiving  any  moleftation,  and  in  the  evening  were 
joined  by  250  failors  from  the  fquadron.  One  of  thefe  having  got 
drunk,  flraggled,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  to  the  ditch  of  the  fort, 
which  he  croffed,  and  fcrambled  up  the  rampart ; wTere,  finding 
no  centinels,  he  hallooed  to  the  advanced  guards  in  the  village 
that  he  had  taken  the  fort ; on  which  they  quitted  their  poll,  and 
joined  him  on  the  rampart,  w'hen  they  found  the  place  evacuated, 

the 
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the  enemy  having  abandoned  it  as  foon  as  it  grew  dark  enough  to 
conceal  their  retreat.  Several  guards  of  Sepoys  proceeded  imme- 
diately to  poft  centinels  round  the  walls  ; and  whilft  this  was  doing, 
Ibme  other  failors,  who  were  likewife  very  drunk  and  had  got  into 
the  fort,  fuppofed  fome  of  the  Sepoys  to  be  fome  of  the  enemy’s 
men  who  had  not  efcaped  ; and  in  this  notion  fired  their  piftols,  and 
killed  Captain  Campbell,  an  officer  of  the  company’s  troops. 

I'lie  operations  of  the  morning  at  the  hollow,  irregular  and  im- 
perfedl  as  they  were,  changed  the  contemptible  opinion  which 
Monickchund  and  his  foldiery  had  conceived  of  Engliffi  troops,  from 
their  own  luccefs  at  the  taking  of  Calcutta  ; and  on  his  return 
from  Buz-buzia  to  that  place,  he  remained  there  only  a few  hours, 
and  leaving  500  men  to  defend  the  fort,  went  away  with  the  reft 
of  his  command  to  Hughley,  where  having  likewife  communicated 
his  own  terrors,  he  proceeded  to  carry  them  to  the  Nabob  at  Muxa- 
davad.  On  the  other  hand,  the  refoiution  and  abtivity  with  which 
the  enemy’s  matchlock  men  began  their  affault  on  the  village,  im- 
prefTed  molt  of  the  Engliffi  officers,  and  many  of  the  common  men, 
with  a much  higher  opinion  of  the  troops  of  Bengal  than  they  de- 
ferved. 

The  floop  of  war  had  been  fent  forward  fome  days  before,  and 
anchored  in  fight  of  the  forts  of  Tannah  and  Aligur,  where  her  ap- 
pearance had  deterred  the  governor  of  Hughley  from  fending  the 
ffiips  laden  w'ith  bricks,  which  he  had  intended  to  fink  in  the  pafs. 
The  fleet  left  Buz-buzia  on  the  30th  of  December,  and  anchored 
on  the  iff  of  January  between  thofe  forts,  which  the  enemy  aba,n- 
doned  without  firing  a ffiot,  leaving  on  the  platforms  50  pieces  of 
cannon,  which  they  had  brought  from  Calcutta,  many  of  which 
however  were  not  mounted.  The  next  morning.  Colonel  Clive, 
with  the  greatefb  part  of  the  Europeans  and  Sepoys,  landed  and 
marched  along  the  high  road  from  Aligur  to  Calcutta;  and  at  nine 
o’clock  the  Kent  and  Tiger  anchored  befoi“e  the  Engliffi  fort ; but 
for  want  of  wind  could  not  immediately  prefent  their  broadlides ; 
during  which  difadvantage  the  enemy  cannonaded  thembrilkly  from 
the  line  of  guns  on  the  brink  of  the  river,  killing  nine  men  in  the 
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Kent,  and  feven  in  the  Tiger;  but  their  fire  flackened  as  that  from 
J^ary^  the  fhips  increafed;  and  before  eleven  they  deferted  the  fort,  and 
foon  after  the  town  ; when  a detachment  lent  from  the  Ihips,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Coote,  hoifted  the  Englilh  colours  in  the 
fort ; for  the  troops  with  Colonel  Clive  were  not  yet  arriv^ed.  JThe 
next  day  Admiral  Wation  put  Mr.  Drake,  and  the  former  members 
of  the  council,  in  poiTeffion  of  the  government. 

The  greateO:  part  of  the  merchandizes  belonging  to  the  companw, 
which  were  in  the  fort  when  taken,  were  found  reiTiaining  without 
detriment ; for  this  part  of  the  plunder  had  been  referved  for  the 
Nabob  ; but  every  thing  of  value  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  had 
been  removed  out  of  the  fettlement : fome  of  the  befi:  houfes  had 
been  demoliflied,  and  others  damas:ed  bv  fire  ; in  the  middle  of  the 
fort  a mofque  was  eredled  with  the  materials  of  feveral  buildings 
\^’hich  had  been  pulled  down  to  make  room  for  it ; but  no  alterations 
had  been  made  in  the  fortification.  About  50,000  of  the  Indian 
inhabitants  had  returned  to  their  dwellincrs  durino;  the  s:overnment 
of  Monickchund  ; they  were  indeed  moflly  of  the  lower  ranks  of 
people  ; for  his  rapacity  had  deterred  fuch  as  w^ere  known  to  have 
property  from  trufling  themielves  within  his  reach. 

Whatfoever  joy  the  Englifli  inhabitants  might  feel  at  their  reflo- 
ration  to  the  town,  it  was  foon  allayed  by  the  contemplation  of  the 
ruined  hate  of  their  habitations,  and  of  the  poverty  to  which  they 
were  reduced,  having  no  means  to  procure  themielves  fubfiflence,  but 
their  ufual  allowances  from  the  company. 

Mr.  Drake,  notwithflanding  his  adverfities,  had  retained  fome  cor- 
refpondents,  and  the  company’s  money  fome  fpies,  from  w'hom  he 
received  intelligence  as  foon  as  he  arrived  at  Calcutta,  that  the  towni 
of  Hughley  was  in  great  confternation,  and  that  it  w'ould  be  fome 
time  before  the  Nabob’s  army  would  march  from  Muxadavad;  u])on 
which  the  committee  refolved  to  attack  Hughley  without  delay.  The 
twenty-gun  fhip,  the  (loop  of  war,  and  three  other  velfels,  were  ap- 
pointed to  this  fervice  ; and  on  board  of  them  embarked  1 50  Euro- 
peans, being  thofe  of  Adlercron’s  regiment,  with  200  Sepoys;  they 
failed  on  the  4th  of  January,  and  hoped  to  reach  Hughley  in  one 
4 tide ; 
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tide;  but  the  twenty-gun  Hiip  ftruck  upon  a fand-bank,  which  flop-  1757. 
^.ped  their  progrefs  for  five  days.  On  the  loth  they  arrived  at 
Hughley. 

Tills  town  lieth  about  23  miles  above  Calcutta,  adjoining  to  the  * 

north  part  of  the  Dutch  fettlcment  of  Chinchura,  from  v/hence  it 

extends  three  miles  on  the  bank  of  the  river : at  the  northern  extre- 

rnity  of  the  town  is  a fort,  which  was  at  this  time  garrifoiied  by 

2000  men  : 3000  more  had  been  lent  from  Muxadavad  to  guard  the 

town,  but  thefe  retreated  as  foon  as  the  Englifh  troops  landed ; re- 

mainincr  how^ever  within  a few  miles.  The  velTels  battered  the  fort 
o 

until  night;  and  although  the  breach  was  fcarcely  praflicable,  it  was 
determined  to  ftomi  it  before  break  of  day.  A falle  attack  w^as  made 
at  the  main  gate,  whilfl  Captain  Coote  with  the  other  divifion,  accom- 
panied by  feme  failors,  mounted  the  breach  before  they  w’ere  dilcovered 
by  the  garrifon,  who  no  fooner  faw'  the  Englilh  on  the  ramparts,  than 
all  of  them  quitted  their  jxifls,  and  fled  out  of  the  lefl'er  gate.  'I’hree 
Europeans  and  ten  Sepoys  were  killed  in  the  attack.  On  the  12th 
Cajitain  Coote,  with  50  Europeans,  and  100  Sepoys,  marched  to  the 
Bandell,  a large  village  three  miles  north  of  the  fort,  where  they 
defiroyed  fe\'eral  granaries  of  rice,  and  in  their  return  were  fur- 
rounded  in  the  village  by  the  fugitive  garrilbn,  and  the  troops  which 
had  been  lent  from  Muxadavad,  from  whom  they  difengaged  them- 
felves  without  lofing  a man.  On  the  i6th  a party  proceeded  in  boats 
fome  miles  to  the  northv'ard,  and  defiroyed  I'everal  more  granaries 
on  each  fide  of  the  river,  and  on  the  19th  the  Europeans,  with  the 
fmaller  vefTels,  returned  to  Calcutta. 

During  this  expedition  to  I lughley,  news  arrived  from  Alejipo,  that 
war  had  been  declared  between  Great  Britain  and  France  in  the  pre- 
ceding m.onth  of  May.  d'herc  were  300  Europeans,  and  a train  of 
field  artillery  at  Chandernagore : and  the  I'cledl  committee  of  Calcutta 
expedled  that  they  would  immediately  join  the  Nabob,  with  whom, 
it  was  thought,  that  the  Englifh  force,  great  as  it  was,  would  then 
be  unable  to  cope,  and  in  this  perfualion  they  determined  to  treat 
with  him.  Accordingly  Colonel  Clive  wrote  a letter  to  the 
Seats  at  Muxadavad,  requeuing  them  to  adl  as  mediators;  but  news 
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1757.  of  the  attack  upon  Hughley  arriving  at  the  fame  time,  exafperated 
JaiiijaiTr'  the  Nabob  and  all  his  officers  fo  much,  that  he  immediately  began 
his  march,  and  the  Seats  were  afraid  to  appear  as  friends  to  the 
Engliffi;  they  however  deputed  their  ablefl:  agent  Rungcet  Roy  to 
attend  the  Nabob,  and  ordered  him  to'correfpond  with  Colonel  Clive. 
The  merchant  Omichund  likewife  accompanied  the  Nabob’s  army.- 
This  man,  anxious  to  recover  his  ffiattered  fortunes,  had  followed 
him  from  Calcutta  to  Muxadavad,  where  ingratiating  himlelf  with 
Moonloll,  who  although  no  public  minifter,  had  more  influence  than 
all  of  them  together,  he  loon  acquired  a degree  of  confidence  and 
Intimacy  with  the  Nabob  himfelf;  who  neverthelefs  rcflored  with 
a very  Iparing  hand  his  effects  which  had  been  ieized  in  the  general 
plunder  and  confifcation.  of  the  Englifli  j^roperty.  Omichund  beins: 
likewife  proprietor  of  moif  of  the  heft  houfes,  and  having  many 
other  interefts  in  Calcutta,  was  felicitous  to  regain  his  former  in- 
fluence amongfl  the  Engliffi,  by  promoting  the  pacification. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Englilh  had  not  been  negligent  in  making 
preparations  to  oppofe  the  Nabob’s  approach  to  Calcutta,  for  they  had 
foi  tified  a camp  with  fevcral  outpofls  around  it,  about  a mile  to  the 
northward  of  the  town,  and  half  a mile  from  the  bank  of  the  river. 
The  lituation  was  well  chofen  ; for  a large  lake,  which  comraencetE 
about  two  miles  to  the  eailward  of  the  Morattoe  ditch,  and  adjoins- 
to  marffies  which  extend  to  the  fea,  rendered  it  impoffible  for  an 
enemy  coming  from  the  northwai'd  to  enter  the  company’s  territory 
without  palling  in  flght  of  the  camp  ; and  at  the  end  of  the  month- 
the  held  artillery  of  the  army  was  completed  by  the  arrival  of  the 
Marlborough,  which  had  the  greateft  part  on  board.  On  the  30th, 
the  Nabob’s  army  began  to  crols  the  river,,  about  10  miles  above 
Elughley.  Their  approach  immediately  deterred  the  villagers  from? 
bringing  any  more  provifions  either  to  the  town  or  camp,  and  all 
the  natives  who  had  been  hired  for  the  fervices  of  the  army,  deferted,. 
The  want  of  bullocks  flill  continued,  and  there  was  but  one  horfe 
either  in  the  camp  or  town,  and  this  had  been  brought  from  Madrafs... 
However,  the  apprehenfions  of  the  French  joining  the  Nabob,  were 
in  a great  mealure  removed;  for  they,  inflead  o^  this  refolution, 
^ which 
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- which  it  was  certainly  their  intereft  to  have  taken  without  delay,  re-  1 757. 
fufed  him  their  aflillance,  and  propofed  to  the  Englifh,  that  the  two  Jamur^ 
nations  fhould  engage  by  treaty  not  to  commit  hofhlities  againil;  each 
other  in  Bengal  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  in  Europe. 
Tsieverthelefs,  Colonel  Clive  dei'p?fired  of  victory  over  the  Nabob,  al- 
though unaffifted  by  the  French  force;  and  yielding  to  the  advice 
. of  Rungeet  Roy,  wrote  a letter  to  the  Nabob  on  the  30th  of  Ja- 
nuary propofing  peace.  I'he  Nal)ob  anfwered  with  expreflions  of 
cordiality;  but  continued  his  march.  As  he  approached,  an  Arme- 
nian, named  Petrus,  brought  and  carried  Icveral  melfages;  and  on  the 
2d  of  February,  the  Nabob  defired  to  confer  v/ith  deputies,  and  February,' 
promifed  to  fend  pafTports  for  them  in  the  evening;  but  no  pafTports 
came;  ajid  the  next  morning  at  day-break,  the  villages  to  the 
north-eafl;  were  leen  in  flames,  and  loon  after  the  van  of  his 
army  apj)eared  advancing  in  full  march  towards  Calcutta.  Their 
way  was  along  a high  road,  which  runs  for  a m,ile  north  and  Ibuth, 
until  it  reaches  the  head  of  the  lake,  where  was  a bridge  of  ma- 
fonry,  from  whence  the  road  turns  and  continues  in  the  direclion  of 
eafl;  and  well,  almofl;  in  a Rrait  line  for  two  miles  until  it  joins 
the  N.  E.  part  of  the  Morattoe  ditch  : fo  that  if  the  bridge  had  been 
retrenched,  and  a detachment  with  two  fleld-pieces  polled  there, 
the  enemy  mull  have  pafled  between  this  poll  and  the  camp  : but 
Colonel  Clive,  perhaps  not  imprudently,  unwilling  to  divide  his  force, 
and  equally  lb  10  break  off  the  negotiation  with  the  Nabob,  fuffered 
the  troops  in  fight  to  jiafs  unmolefled  ; who  fpread  themfelves  \^'ith- 
out  the  Morattoe  ditch,  and  a body  of  their  Louchees,  or  plunderers, 
who  are  armed  with  clubs,  jiafled  into  the  company’s  territory  about 
noon,  and  attacked  the  houfes  of  the  nati\  es  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town  ; but  a detachment  which  had  been  polled  at  Perring’s 
redoubt,  fallied,  and,  killing  fome  of  them,  returned  with  50  pri- 
foners ; which  deterred  the  enemy  from  making  any  more  incurfions 
during  the  refl  of  the  day.  In  the  plain,  troops  after  troops,  in  dif- 
ferent intervals,  followed  the  fiiil  that  appeared;  and  in  the  after- 
noon a large  body,  with  cannon  and  coolies,  began  to  intrench 
themfelves  in  a large  garden  on  the  right  hand. of  the  road,  ‘midway 
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between  the  bridge  and  the  Morattoe  ditch,  and  about  a mile  and  a 
half  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  the.  Englilh  camp.  On  this  infult,  Colonel 
Clive  immediately  marched,  with  the  greatcfi:  part  of  his  troops,  and 
fix  field-pieces;  as  they  approached,  the  enemy  fked'upon  them  from 
nine  pieces  of  cannon,  and-feveral  bodies  of  their  cavalry  drew  up^ 
on  each  fide  of  the  garden,,  of  which  the  attack  appeared  fb  ha- 
zardous, that  Clive  reftrained  the  adlion  to  a cannonade,  which  con- 
tinued only  an  hour,  that  the  troops  might  regain  the  camp  before  . 
dark : three _Sepoys  and  two  artillery  men  were  killed,  and  about  ten. 
of  the  enemy’s  horfe. 

The  next,  morning,,  the  main  body  of  the  enemy’s  army  appeared*' 
advancing  in  the  fame  road  as  the. van  had  pafied,  and  a letter  was 
received  from  the  Nabob,  defiring  that  tha  deputies  would  come  to 
Nabob-gunge,  a village  fix  miles  to  the  north  of  the  camp : on.^ 
which  Mr.  Walfh  and  Mr.  Scraftoii  were  immediately  fent ; who 
when  they  arrived  at  Nabob-gunge,  found  that'  the  Nabob  had. 
quitted  it  fome  hours  before  : on  which  they  followed  in  the  track, 
of  the  army,  and  in  the  evening,  ai'rived  at  his  quarters,,  which  he 
had  taken  up  in.  a garden  belonging  to  Omichund,  fituated  in  the 
north-eafi:  part  of  the  company’s  territory,  within  the  Morattoe  ditch. 
Here  they  were  introduced  by  Rungeet  Roy  to  the  prime  minifler 
Roydoohib,  who  fui'pefling  that  they  intended  to  affaffinate  the 
Nabob,  defired  to  examine  whether  they  had  piftols  concealed,  and 
then  infilled  that  they  fhould.  quit  their  fwords  ; but  finding  that 
they  would  not  fubmit  to  this  humiliation,  he  condufled  them  to  the 
Durbar,  v/here  the  Nabob  was  fitting  in.  full  Rate,  accompanied  by 
all  his  principal  officers  : many  others  of  inferior  degree,  fuch  as 
were  of  the  largefl  flature,  and- bore  the  greateff  marks  of  ferocity- 
in  their  countenances,  had  likewife  been  felebfed  to  attend  on  this 
occafion ; who,  to  appear  Rill  more  terrible,  were  drefied  in  thick 
Ruffed  garmients,  with  enormous  turbans,  and  during  the  audience 
fat  fcowling  at  the  deputies,  as  if  they  only  waited  the  fignal  to 
murder  them.  The  deputies  began  by  expoRulating  with  the  Nabob 
for  entering  the  company’s  limits,  whilfi;  he  was  amufing  Colonel 
Clive  with  offers  of  peace,  after  which  they  delivered  a paper  con- 

tainiiig 
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taining  their  propofals,  which  the  Nabob  read,  and  having  whilpered  1 757. 
to  Tome  of  his  officers,  dehred  the  deputies  to  confer  with  the  Duan, 
and'difmlfTed  the  affembly.  As  the  deputies  were  going  out,  Omi- 
chund,  who  had  been  prefent  at  the  audience,  advifed  them  to  take 
care  of  themfelves  ; adding,  with  a very  fignificant  look,  that  the 
Nabob’s  cannon  was  not  yet  come  up.  The  deputies  fiifpedting 
that  the  Nabob  intended  to  detain  them  prifoners,  ordered  their  at- 
tendants to  extinguifh  their  lights  ; and  indead  of  going  to  the  tent 
of  the  Duan,  haflened  along  the  high  road-  within  the  Morattoe 
ditch  to  Perring’s  redoubt,  and  from  thence  to  the  ca,mp. 

Their  report  determined  ColonelClive  to  attack  the  Nabob’s  camp 
in  the  morning.  At  midnight  600  liiilors  armed  with  firelocks  were 
landed  from  the  fhips  of  war  ; the  battalion  of  Europeans  w’ere 
650,  the  artillery-meu  100,.  the  Sepoys  800,.  the  field-pieces  6 fix^ 
pounders.  The  order  of  march  v/as  a line  advancing  in  half-files, 
that  is  three  men  abread  : half  the. Sepoys  marched  before,  and  half 
behind  the  battalion  of:  Europeans  ;.  in  the  rear  were  the  field-pieces 
with  the  artillery-men  and  Lafears,  and  all  the  failors,-  To  lefTen 
the  incumbrance  of  carriages,  there  being  no  bullocks  to  draw  them, 
the  Lafears  carried  the  ammunition  of  the  fie  Id -pieces  on  their  heads.; 
and  to  deter  themTrom  flinging  away  their  loads  and  taking  flight, 
they  were  guarded  on  all  fides  by  a part  of  the  failors  ; other  failors 
^’^'ere  allotted  to  draw  the  field-pieces,  and  the  red  of  them  marched 
as  they  could,  immediately  behind  the  rear  divifion  of  Sepoys;  Colo-, 
nel  Clive  kept  in  the  middle.of  the  battalion.  Of  the  Nabob’s  army, 
apart,  with  the  general  Meer  Jaffier,  were  within  the  Morattoe  ditch; 
and  mod  of  thefe  encamped  near  Omichund’s garden,  as  a protedion 
to  the  Nabob,  who  lay  there  but  much  the  greated  part  encamped 
between  this  ditch  and  the  lake,  ov^erfpreading  all  the  ground  be- 
tween, without  method  or  order.  A little  before  the  dawn  of  day, 
the  Englifh  line  came  upon  their  advanced  guards,  dationed  in  the 
ditches  of  that  part  of  the  high  road  which  leads  from  the  bridge 
at  the  head  of  the  lake,  to  the  Morattoe  ditch.  Thefe  guards,  after 
firing  their  matchlocks,  and  difeharging  fome  rockets,  ran  away  : but' 
one  of  the  rockets  driking.  the  cartouch-bojc  of  one  of  the  Sepoys, 

let 
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fet  fire  to  the  charges,  which  blowing  np,  communicated  the  mlf- 
chief  to  I'everal  others,  and  the  dread  of  catching  this  lire  threw  the 
•whole  divilion  into  confulioii  : fortunately  none  of  the  enemy  were 
at  hand  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and  Captain  Coote,  who  marched  at 
the  head  of  the  grenadiers,  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  Sepoys, 
rallied  them,  and  refrored  the  line  of  march.  By  this  time  it  was  day- 
light, when  a very  thick  fog,  peculiar  to  the  mornings  of  this  fcafon 
of  the  year  in  Bengal,  began  to  overfpread  the  ground.  The  line 
proceeded  without  farther  interruption,  until  they  aime  ojrpofite  to 
Omichund’s  garden,  wlien  they  heard  the  found  of  horle  coming 
upon  them  on  the  full  gallop  from  the  right;  on  which  they  halted, 
'rhis  cavalry  was  a body  of  Perfians  excellently  mounted,  and  Ra- 
tioned as  an  outguard  to  the  Nabob,  under  that  part  of  the  Morattoe 
ditch,  which  enclofes  Omichund’s  garden  : they  were  fuftered  to 
come  ^within  thirty  yards  before  the  line  gave  fire,  which  fell  heavy, 
and  killing  many  of 'them,  the  reft  inftantly  difperfed  in  great  con- 
fufion.  The  line  then  proceeded  flowly,  platoons  conftantly  firing 
on  either  hand  ; whilft  the  field-pieces  in  the  rear  fired  lingle  balls 
forw'ard,  but  obliquely  outward,  on  each  fide  of  the  line  ; but  all 
without  any  immediate  objedl: ; for  the  fog  prevented  any  man  from 
feeincr  bevond  the  ground  on  which  he  trod.  About  a mile  to  the 
fouth  of  the  garden  is  a narrow  caufeway,  raifed  feveral  feet  abo\  ethe 
level  of  the  country,  wdth  a ditch  on  each  fide  ; it  leads  from  the 
eaft  to  the  Morattoe  ditch,  and  acrofs  it  into  the  company’s  territor}'. 
d'he  enemy  had  barricaded  the  paffage;  which  it  was  intended  to 
force,  and  from  thence  to  proceed,  as  it  were,  back  again,  along 
the  high  road  adjoining  to  and  on  the  infide  of  the  rampart,  In  order 
to  attack  the  Nabob’s  quarters  at  the  garden  : but  as  foon  as  the  firft: 
divifion  of  Sepoys  changed  their  former  diredlicn  and  began  to  march 
along  the  caufeway,  the  field-pieces  in  the  rear,  on  the  right  of  the 
line,  continuing  to  fre  forward,  killed  feveral  of  them:  upon  which 
the  whole  divifion  fought  their  fafety  in  the  ditch  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  caufeway,  and  the  troops  who  fucceeded  them  crofted  it  like- 
wife,  not  knowing  wdiat  to  do.  As  loon  as  this  was  reported  to  Co- 
lonel Clive,  he  ordered  the  whole  line  to  continue  crofting  the 
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caufeway,  but  to  halt  immediately  after  they  had  palTcd  it,  intend-  17^7* 
ing  to  form  them  into  fome  dilpofition,  proper  to  florm  the  pafs  ; 
this  brought  the  whole  together  into  one  irregular  heap,  and  whilfl 
Colonel  Clive  v/as  waiting  for  the  return  of  two  or  three  officers, 
wfficm  he  had  fent  to  examine  the  barricade,  the  troops  w’ere  unex- 
j)ecl:edly.afrailed  by  a difcharge  from  twm  pieces  of  heavy  cannon,  loaded 
with  langrain,  and  mounted  within  200  yards,  upon  a fmall  baftion 
of  the  Morattoe  ditch,  to  the  right  of  the  barricade,  which  killed 
and  dilabled  22  Europeans  ; another  difcharge  foon  followed,  with 
lefs,  but  however  v/ith  fome  erfecl.  This  annoyance  inflantly  over- 
fet  the  refolution  of  flcrming  the  j>afs  ; and  the  line  immediately 
began  to  extend  itfelf  again,  as  well  to  prefent  the  feweft  bodies  to 
the  cannonade,  as  to  gain,  without  delay  a broad  high  road,  which, 
about  half  a mile  to  the  fouth  of  the  caufeway,  croffes  the  Morattoe 
ditch  into  the  company’s  territory,  and  then  joins  the  avenue  leading 
to  the  fort  of  Calcutta.  But  their  {)rogj  efs  was  now  continually  re- 
tarded by  the  exceffive  labour  and  difficulty  of  traniporting  the  field- 
pieces  ; for  the  ground  between  the  caui'eway  and  the  road  was  laid 
out  in  fmall  rice  fields,  each  of  which  was  enclofed  by  a feparate 
bank,  fo  that  the  field-piec-cs  could  only  be  drawn  along  the  ditches 
between  the  banks,  and  w'ere  therefore  at  every  field  in  a different 
diredlion  : fometimes,  like  wife,  it  w'as  necelfary  to  raife  them  over 
the  banks  into  the  held,  in  order  torepulfc  the  enemy’s  cavalry;  who 
after  nine  o’clock,  v/hen  the  fog  cleared,  were  difeovered  threaten- 
ing to  the  left  ; ever  and  anon  advancing  fo  near,  that  it  w'as  necef- 
fury  to  detach  platoons  from  the  line  to  repulfe  them.  In  the  mean 
tunc  the  fire  of  the  enemy’s  two  pieces  of  cannon  continued,  and  a 
quarter  of  a mile  to  the  fouth  of  thele  two  other  pieces  began 
likewile  to  annoy  the  line  from  the  fame  rampart.  At  ten,, 
after  much  fatigue  and  action,  the  troops,  having  abandoned  two 
of  the  field-jneees,  which  had  broken  down,  arrived,  and  formed 
in  the  high-road  leading  to  the  avenue,  where  a body  of  horfe 
and  foot  were  polled  in  front  to  defend  the  paffage  acrofs  the 
IMorattoe  ditch.  Several  very  large  bodies  of  cavalry  likewife 
affembled  in  the  rear,  adfing  wdth  more  courage  than  thofe  in 
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front,  and  prefied  hard  upon  one  of  the  f.eld-pleccs,  which  v/as 
gallantly  'refciied  by  -Enfigii  Yorke,  with  a platoon  of  Adicrcron’s 
regiment.  The  fire  of  . few  other  platoons  difperfed  the  enemy  in 
front  ; end  the  -ti-oops  ■'■.being  now  within  the  company’s  territorv., 
might  have  proceeded  along  the  xoad  on  the  infide  of  the  ditch, 
quite  up  to  Omichund’s  garden,  where  the  Nabob  fldl  remained, 
liirrounded-hy  -a  large  body  of  cavalry  ; but  Colonel  Clive  thinking- 
that  they  had  already  endured  too  much  fatigue,  continued  march- 
ing ilraight  along  -the  a\'enue  to  the  fort,  where  they  arrived  about 
noon.  Twenty-feven  of  the  battalion,  12  failors,  and  18  .Sepoys, 
were  killed,  and  70  of  the  battalion,  with  12  failors,  and  35  Sepoys, 
■^  ere  wounded  ; two  captains  of  the  company’s  troops,  Pye  and 
Bridges,  and  Mr.  Belcher,  the  fecretary  of  Colonel  Clive,  were 
killed  ; Mr.  Ellis,  a fadlor,  who  with  feverai  other  young  men  in 
the  mercantile  fervice  of  the  company,  ferved  as  a volunteer,  loft  his 
leg  by  a cannon  ball.  The  greateft  part  of  this  mifehief  was  done 
"by  the  four  pieces  of  cannon  from  the  rampart  of  the  Morattoe  ditch. 
In  the  evening  the  troops  returned  to  their  camp,  paffing  through  the 
town  along  the  ftreets  neareft  to  the  river,  and  part  of  the  way 
v/ithin  a quarter  of  a mile  ofthe  Nations  of  the  enemy,  who  did  not 
moleft  them. 

The  troops,  officers  as  well  as  common  men,  dilpirited  by  the  lofs 
which  had  been  fuflained,  and  the  ril'ques  to  which  they  had  been 
expofed,  as  they  thought,  to  very  little  purix^fe,  blamed  their  com- 
mander, and  called  the  attempt  rath,  and  ill-concerted.  It  was  ne- 
verthelefs  ncceffary,  as  well  to  convince  the  enemy  that  their  for- 
mer inactivity  -did  not  proceed  from  fear,  as  becaule  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  provihons  increafed  every  hour  whilft  the  Nabob  re- 
mained fo  near  Calcutta.  Bvit  it  was  ill-concerted  ; for  the  troops 
ought  to  have  alTembled  at  Perring’s  redoubt,  which  is  not  half  a 
mile  from  Omlchiind’s  garden,  to  which  they  might  have  marched- 
from  the  redoubt,  in  a fpacious  road,  capable  of  admittting 
1 2 or  15  men  a-breaft,  on  the  left  expofed  indeed  to  the  annoy- 
tmee  of  matchlocks  from  fome  enclofures,  where,  however,  cavalry 
could  not  aft  ; but  their  right  would  have  been  defended  -by  the 
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rampart  of  the  Morattoe  ditch,  contiguous  to  which  the  road  lies ; 
and  their  only  danger  would  have  been  in  front,  from  onfets  of  ca- 
valry, and  the  difcharge  of  what  pieces  of  cannon  the  enemy  had 
got  near  the  garden. 

The  Nabob’s  army  was  much  more  difheartened  than  the  Englilh. 
They  had  loft  22  officers  of  diftindlion,  600  common  men,  four  ele- 
phants, 500  horfes,  fome  camels,  and  a great  number  of  bullocks. 
The  Nabob  himfelf  having  never  before  been  fo  near  the  tumult  of 
a battle,  regarded  the  attack  of  his  camp  as  an  effort  of  uncommon 
intrepidity,  accufed  all  his  own  officers  of  cowardice,  and  vvould  have 
immediately  retreated  out  of  the  company’s  territory,  had  they  not 
promifed  to  be  better  prepared  in  future.  Accordingly  his  whole 
army  paffed  the  fucceeding  night  on  the  watch,  firing  cannon  and 
mulketry  until  day-light,  in  order  to  encourage  themfelves,  and  to 
deter  the  Englifh  from  attacking  them  again. 

The  next  morning  Rungeet  Roy,  by  the  Nabob’s  order,  wrote  a 
letter  to  Colonel  Clive,  complaining  of  the  hoftilities  which  he  had 
committed;  but  making  propofals  of  peace.  To  which  Colonel  Clive, 
in  a letter  to  the  Nabob  himfelf,  replied,  that  he  had  marched 
through  his  camp  with  no  other  intention  than  to  convince  him  of 
what  the  Englifh  troops  were  capable,  who,  he  faid,  had  cautioufly 
hurt  none,  excepting  ftich  as  had  oppofed  them ; but  that  he  was 
willing  to  renew  the  nesrotiation.  The  Nabob!  inftead  of  refenting; 
the  feoff,  ordered  Rungeet  Roy  to  continue  the  correfpondence  ; and 
under  the  pretence  of  afting  confiftently  with  his  profeffions  of  peace, 
moved  his  whole  army,  and  encamped  about  three  miles  to  the 
north-eaft  of  the  lake.  They  paffed  in  fight  of  the  Englifh  camp, 
and  were  again  fuffered  to  proceed  without  moleftation. 

Meffages  of  negotiation  continued,  brought  and  carried  by  Omi- 
chund  and  Rungeet  Roy;  and,  on  the  9th  of  February,  a treaty  was 
concluded  of  the  following  purport ; “ The  Nabob  agreed  to  reftore 
“ the  Company’s  fadlories,  but  only  fuch  of  the  plundered  effefls 
“ and  monies  as  had  been  regularly  brought  to  account  in  the  books 
“ of  his  government.  He  permitted  the  Englifh  to  fortify  Calcutta 
^ in  whatfoever  manner  they  fhould  think  expedient ; allowed  them 
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**  to  coin  gold  and  filver  in  a mint  of  their  own  ; exempted  all 
“ merchandizes  palling  with  their  dufiucks  or  paffports,  from  tax, 
“ fee,  or  impofition  ; permitted  them  to  take  polfeffion  of  the  thirty- 
“ eight  villages,  of  which  the  grant  had  been  obtained  by  the  em- 
“ baffy  in  1717,  from  the  Emperor  Furriikfhir  ; and  in  general 
“ confirm.ed  all  the  privileges  which  had  been  granted  to  them  by 
“ former  emperors  ever  fmce  their  firft  arrival  in  the  province.’* 
The  oaths  of  the  Nabob,  Meer  Jaffier  and  Roydoolub,  were  the  only 
pledges  or  fecurity  for  the  execution  of  the  treaty. 

On  the  I ith  the  Nabob  removed  a few  miles  farther  to  the  north, 
and  the  next  day  fent  the  iilual  ferpaws  or  prefents  of  dreffes  to  Ad- 
miral Watfon  and  Colonel  Clive,  by  Rungeet  Roy  and  Omichnnd, 
and  propofed  an  alliance  otFenfive  and  defenfive  againfl:  all  enemies. 
This  propofal  was  accepted  without  helitation,  and  the  article  rati- 
fied v/as  fent  back  the  fame  day  by  Omichund,  who  was  likewife 
intruded  by  Colonel  Clive  to  found  if  the  Nabob  would  permit  the 
Englilh  to  attack  the  French  fettlement  of  Chandernagore  ; for 
there  was  time  before  the  fetting  in  bf  the  fonthern  monfoon.  The 
Nabob  detefied  the  idea ; but,  dreading  an  immediate  renewal  of 
hofiilities,  temporized  ; and  pretending  that  Mr.  Bulfy  from  the 
Decan,  and  a fquadron  from  Pondicherry,  were  coming  to  Bengal, 
he  requefted  that  the  Englifh  would  prevent  them  from  entering  his 
dominions  ; and,  as  a farther  difguife,  he  requefted  20  Englifh  gun- 
ners to  ferve  in  his  own  artillery  ; he  likewife  recommended,  that 
Mr.  Watts  might  be  appointed  the  company’s  reprefentative  at  his 
court  5 choofing  him  from  a perfuafion  that  he  was  a meek  man, 
without  guile.  The  next  day  he  continued  his  march  to  Muxadavad, 
and  Colonel  Clive  having  received  no  pofitive  injundtion  to  the  con- 
trary from  the  Nabob,  determined  to  profecute  the  enterprize  againft 
Chandernagore.  Accordingly,  on  the  iSth,  the  Englifh  troops 
crofted  the  river  a few  miles  above  Calcutta,  and  encamped  on  the 
oppofite  fhore ; but  before  this  time  the  French  had  taken  the  alarm, 
and  by  repeated  letters  called  on  the  Nabob,  as  he  valued  his  owii 
fafety,  to  protedf  their  fettlement  ; their  meftengers  found  him  juft 
arrived  at  Augadeep,  40  niiles  fouth  of  Muxadavad,  where  he  halted*, 
3 and 
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and  immediately  wrote  a letter,  peremptorily  commanding  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  defift  from  their  intention. 

In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Watts  fet  out  for  Muxadavad,  and  with  him 
.were  fent  the  artillery-men  requefted  by  the  Nabob ; he  was  likewife 
accompanied  by  Omichund,  whofe  conduft  in  the  late  negotiation  ‘ 
had  effaced  the  impreffion  of  former  imputations,  infomuch  that 
Mr.  Watts  was  permitted  to  confultand  employ  him  without  referve 
on  all  occafions.  They  flopped  on  the  i8th  near  Hughley,  where 
Omichund  difcovered  that  a meffenger  from  the  Nabob  had  arrived 
the  day  before  with  a prefent  of  100,000  rupees  to  the  government 
of  Chandernagore ; that  the  governor  of  Hughley,  Nuncomar,  had 
received  orders  to  affift  the  French,  in  cafe  the  Englifli  fliould  attack 
them  ; and  that  a detachment  of  the  Nabob’s  army  was  marching 
from  Augadeep  to  reinforce  the  troops  at  Hughley  ; on  which  Omi- 
chund vifited  Nuncomar,  and  by  pompous  reprefentations  of  the 
Englifh  force,  by  affurances  of  their  prote61ion  and  favour,  and  the 
promifeof  12,000  rupees  to  be  paid  as  foon  as  Chandernagore  fliould 
be  taken,  won  him  over  to  their  intereils;  a ftriking  inffance  of  the 
extreme  venality  which  prevails  even  amongfl:  the  highefl:  ranks  in 
fndoflan  ; for  the  annual  emoluments  of  the  Phoufdar  amounted  to 
■250,000  rupees,  .On  the  2 iff,  Watts  and  Omichund  arrived  at 
Augadeep,  when  the  Nabob  immediately  fent  for  Omichund,  and 
exprefling  much  indignation  at  the  intention  of  the  Englifli  to  at- 
■tack  Chandernagore,  commanded  him  to  anfwer  ftridlly  whether 
they  intended  to  maintain,  or  to  break  the  treaty.  Omichund  .told 
him  -that  the  Englifli  were  famous  throughout  the  world  for  their 
•good  -faith  ; infomuch  that  a man  in  England,  who  on  any  occaflon 
told  a lie,  was  utterly  difgraced,  and  never  after  admitted  to  the  fo- 
ciety  of  his  former  friends  and  acquaintance  : then  calling -in  a Bra-  • 
min,  who  chanced  to  be  attending  near  the  tent,  he  put  his  hand 
on  the  Bramin’s  foot,  a form  of  oath  amo^ig  the  Gentoos,  and 
fwore  that  the  Englifli  would  never  hreak  the  treaty.  The  Nabob, 
fomething  apjieafed  by  this  folemn  declaration,  faid  he  would  re- 
voke- the  orders  he  bad  given  to  Meer  Jaffier,  to  march-  with  half 
the  army  to -Chandernagore ; and  inftrudled  -Omichynd -to  affure 
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1757.  Colonel  Cli VC,  that  the  troops  which  had  marched  two  days  before, 
were  not  intended  to  affift  the  French.  The  next  day  he  received  a 
letter  from  Colonel  Clive,  affuring  him  that  he  would  not  commit 
hoftilities  againfl;  the  French  without  his  confent ; on  which  he  con- 
tinued his  march  to  Muxadavad. 

Neverthelefs,  Mr.  Watts  and  Omichund  did  not  defpair  of  ob- 
taining his  permiffion ; and  on  their  arrival  at  Muxadavad,  pracStifed 
with  fuch  of  the  favourites  and  minifiiers  as  could  promote  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  applications.  Their  folicitations  created  much  anxiety 
and  agitation  in  the  court,  where  the  French,  from  various  caufes, 
had  many  friends.  Monickchund,  and  feveral  other  officers  of  note, 
hadffiared  largely  in  the  fpoil  of  Calcutta,  and  being  convinced  that 
nothing  would  render  the  Engliffi  fo  formidable  to  the  Nabob,  as 
the  reduclion  of  Chandernagore,  expedled  to  be  called  upon  to  re- 
fund their  plunder  as  fbon  as  that  event  ffiould  happen  : Coja 
Wazeed  managed  the  greateft  part  of  the  French  trade  in  Bengal 
with  great  profit  to  himfelf ; and,  to  the  Seats  Mootabray  and 
Roopchund,  the  government  of  Chandernagore  was  indebted  a 
million  and  a half  of  rupees.  Thefe  various  interefts  concurred  in 
counteradling  the  praftices  and  petitions  of  Mr.  Watts  and  Omi- 
chund, and  the  remonftrances  of  Colonel  Clive.  The  Nabob  en- 
couraged all  the  intrigues  which  were  employed  on  both  fides  ; and 
even  often  exprefled  himfelf  to  Mr.  Watts  and  Omichund  in  terms 
which  implied  permiffion  ; but  every  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Co- 
lonel Clive,  and  fcarce  a day  pafifed  without  one,  pofitively  forbade 
the  attack.  With  thefe  contradidlions  he  kept  the  Engliffi  coun- 
cils in  fufpence  until  the  end  of  February,  when  he  received  in- 
telligence that  an  army  of  Pitans  had  taken  Delhi,  and  intended  to 
conquer  the  eaflern  provinces  of  the  empire.  This  news  fiiaick  him 
with  fo  much  confternation,  that  he  immediately  dilpatched  a letter 
to  Colonel  Clive,  requefiing  his  affiftance  againfl  this  imaginary  in- 
vafion  of  his  own  dominions,  and  offered  to  allow  a hundred  thou- 
^nd  rupees  a month  for  the  expences  of  the  Engliffi  troops. 

The  government  of  Chandernagore,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
were  foliciting  the  protection  of  the  Nabob,  profecuted  their  nego- 
tiation 
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tiation  with  the  Englifh  at  Calcutta,  whei  e the  feleft  committee, 
having  little  hopes  of  obtaining  the  Nabob’s  confent  to  attack  them, 
confented  to  a treaty  of  neutrality  and  pacification  in  Bengal,  and 
agreed  that  it  Ihould  be  guaranteed  by  the  Nabob:  but  when  all 
points  feemed  to  be  adjufted,  Mr.  Watfon  refufed  his  concurrence, 
becaufe  the  a6l  of  Chandernagore  was  not  obligatory  on  Pondicherry; 
whereas  Calcutta  treated  without  reference  to  a luperior  power.  Co- 
lonel Clive  was  at  this  time  become  more  anxious  than  any  one  to 
conclude  the  treaty,  and  infilfed,  that  Admiral  Watfon  Ihould  either 
ratify  it,  or  proceed  immediately  againft  Chandernagore,  without 
waiting  for  the  Nabob’s  confent.  The  Admiral  rejedling  the  alter- 
native, altercations  enfued,  which  delayed  the  execution  of  the  treaty, 
until  Clive  received  the  Nabob’s  invitation  to  march  to  his  affiflance 
againft  the  Pitans.  On  the  fame  day  a boat  from  Ingelee  brought  in- 
telligence of  the  arrival  of  three  Ihips  from  Bombay,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commodore  James,  which  had  on  board  three  companies 
of  infantry,  and  one  of  artillery,  and  that  the  Cumberland,  of  74 
guns,  which  had  parted  from  the  fleet  in  the  paflTage  from  Madrals, 
was  arrived  in  the  road  of  Ballafore.  With  fuch  additions  the  En- 
glifh  force  was  deemed  capable  of  taking  Chandernagore,  although 
protedled  by  the  Nabob’s  army  : Colonel  Clive  therefore  immediately 
difmifled  the  French  deputies,  who  were  then  with  him,  waiting  to 
fign  the  treaty,  which  was  even  written  out  fair,  and  which  they 
Eippofed  had  been  intirely  concluded  : he  at  the  fame  time  wrote  to 
the  Nabob,  that  he  would  join  him  as  foon  as  the  news  concerning 
the  approach  of  the  Pitans  fliould  be  verified,  and  that  he  fhould  in 
the  mean  time  proceed  as  far  as  Chandernagore.  Accordingly  the 
troops  quitted  their  encampment  oppofite  to  Calcutta  on  the  7th  of 
March,  while  the  artillery  proceeded  in  boats,  advancing  flowly, 
that  the  Bombay  detachment  might  have  time  to  come  up  the  river, 
before  they  entered  the  French  limits.  In  the  interval  the  Nabob 
was  kept  quiet  by  his  dread  of  the  Pitans,  and  the  reprelentations  of 
Nuncomar,  who  conftantly  aflTured  him  that  the  Englifh  had  no 
hoftile  intentions.  Neverthelefs,  Admiral  Watfon  refufed  to  attack 
the  French  until  the  confent  of  the  Nabob  was  obtained to  whom, 
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1757.  however,  he  reprefented,  that  the  government  of  Chandernagorp 

Ivlar^  little  delerved  his  favour,  fince  they  had  made  ufe  of  his  name  to 
fanftify  a treaty  which  they  had  no  power  to  conclude  ; and  com- 
plained at  the  fame  time,  with  fome  menaces,  that  he  had  neither 
made  any  relfitution,  nor  accomplifhed  any  other  part  of  his  treaty 
wuth  the  Englifh.  The  Nabob,  perplexed  with  the  angry  flyle  of 
Mr.  Watfon’s  letter,  made  ufe  of  thele  words  in  his  anfwer  : “ If 

“ an  enemy  comes  to  you  and  implores  your  mercy  with  a clear 
“ heart,  his  life  fhould  be  fpared  ; but  if  you  miftiuft  his  fincerity, 
“ a6l  according  to  the  time  and  occafion.”  This  letter  was  fcarcely 
difpatched  before  his  fa\'ouiites  made  him  change  his  mind,  and 
write  others  pohtively  forbidding  the  attack;  but  Mr.  Watfon, 
confidering  this  contradiclion  as  an  indignity,  ordered  the  Ihips 
to  move. 

The  fettlement  of  Chandernagore,  like  that  of  Calcutta,  confined 
of  a territory,  a town  inhabited  by  the  natives,  another  by  the  French, 
and  a fort.  The  territory,  beginning  from  the  fouthern  limits  of 
the  Dutch  fettlement  of  Chinchura,  extended  two  miles  along  the ' 
bank  of  the  river,  and  about  one  and  a half  inland.  The  fort  was 
fituated  nearly  at  an  equal  diftance,  betM^een  the  north  and  fbuth 
'extremity  of  this  territory,  and  about  30  yards  from  the  river.  It 
was  a fquare  of  about  1 30  yards,  with  four  baftions,  each  rriounting 
10  guns  ; feveral  more  were  mounted  in  different  parts  of  the  ram- 
parts, and  eight  upon  a ravelin,  M'hich  flood  on  the  margin  of  the 
river,  before  the  gateway  of  the  weftern  curtain : all  thefe  were  heavy 
cannon,  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-two  pounders ; and  fix  of  fmaller 
calibre  were  planted  on  the  terrace, of  a church  within  the  fort,  which 
overlooked  the  walls.  The  French,  after  they  received  intelligence 
of  the  declaration  of  war,  had  begun  to  dig  a ditch,  had  demolifhed 
all  the  buildings  which  flood  within  1 00  yards  of  the  walls,  and 
ufed  the  ruins  to  form  a glacis  ; but  neither  the  ditch  nor  the  glacis 
were  completed  : to  fupply  thefe  defedls,  they  had  erected  feveral 
batteries  without  the  verge  of  the  glacis  ; one  of  three  guns  before 
the  gate  leading  to  Chinchura  ; another  of  four,  in  a high  road 
leadinsr  from  the  weflward  to  the  north  face  of  the  fort ; to  the 
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Ibuthwarcl  they  had  four  batteries,  three  of  which  were  in  the  priii-  i yjy. 
cipal  ftreets  leading  to  the  fort ; and  the  other  dole  to  the  river, 
about  1 50  yards  fouth  of  the  fort,  commanded  a narrow  part  of 
the  channel,  in  which  feveral  Ihips  had  been  funk,  in  order  to  flop 
the  paffage  of  the  men  of  war.  The  garrifon  confifted  of  600  Eu- 
ropeans, and  300  Sepoys  ; but  only  300  of  the  Europeans  were  re- 
gular troops,  the  refl  being  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  failors. 

They  likewife  expeded  the  afliflance  of  the  troops  belonging  to 
Hughley,  of  which  a part  were  already  flationed  within  their 
bounds;  but  Nuncomar  fulfilled  his  promife  to  Omichund,  and  re- 
called thefe  troops  as  loon  as  the  Englifh  appeared  in  fight,  alleging 
to  the  Nabob,  that  he  had  withdrawn  them  in  order  to  preferve 
the  flandard  of  the  province  from  the  difgrace  to  which  it  would  in- 
evitably have  been  expofed,  by  affifling  the  French  againfl  fo  fupe- 
rior  a force  as  that  which  w^as  come  to  attack  them. 

The  detachment  from  Bombay  having  joined.  Colonel  Clive  com- 
menced hoflilities  on  the  14th  of  March.  In  order  to  avoid  the  op- 
polition  of  the  batteries  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  town,  the  troops 
entered  the  Ffench  limits  from  the  weftward,  alono-  the  hiorh  road 
leading  to  the  north  face  of  the  fort;  detachments  from  the  garriibn 
were  placed  in  the  thickets  on  either  hand,  who  fkirmiflied  until 
three  in  the  afternoon,  and  then  retired  to  the  battery  in  the  road, 
which  lay  under  command  of  the  north- weft  baftion.  The  Englifh 
from  feveral  houfes  near  continued  to  fire  upon  the  battery  with 
their  fraall  arms  until  night,  when  the  enemy  fpiked  up  the  cannon 
and  retreated  into  the  fort.  The  dcfertion  of  this  battery  rendered' 
the  other  four  to  the  fouth,  excepting  that  on  the  bank  of  the  river, 
of  no  life,  and  expofed  them  all  to  be  taken  in  the  rear,  when  the 
retreat  of  their  guards  to  the  fort  would  be  cut  off : to  prevent 
which  their  8:uns  and  men  were  recalled  earlv  the  next  mornino-, 
before  the  Englifh  troops  w'ere  in  motion  to  intercept  them..  At  noon 
the  Englifh  army  took  pofleffion  of  the  houfes  neareft  to  the  fouthern 
cfplanade,  and  under  their  fhelter  fuffered  very  little  from  the  hre 
of  the  garrifon.  The  1 6th  was  employed  in  bringing  up  the  artil- 
lery and  ftores,  and  the  next  day  they  began  to  fire  mufketry  from.' 
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the  tops  of  the  houfes,  and  to  throw  (hells  from  fome  cohorns,  and 
a thirteen-inch  mortar ; this  annoyance  continued  on  the  i8th  : the 
next  day  a battery  was  begun  behind  fome  ruins,  oppofite  the  fouth 
face  of  the  s.e.  baflion,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  were  mounted  three 
pieces  of  cannon  on  the  enemy’s  battery  clofc  to  the  river,  turning 
them  againft  the  fouth  flank  and  face  of  the  north-eafl;  baflion  : this 
day  the"  fliips  Kent,  Tiger,  and  Salifbury,  arrived  from  Calcutta, 
and  anchored  about  a mile  below  the  fort.  The  navigation  had  been 
extremely  difficult,  but  conduced  with  extreme  precaution  and  (kill 
by  Captain  Speke,  who  commanded  the  Kent.  On  the  20th  the 
fire  from  the  fort  lilenced  the  three  guns  on  the  battery  clofe  to  the 
river,  and  on  the  2ifl  they  beat  down  a houfe  near  the  other,  the 
ruins  of  which  buried  fome  men,  none  of  whom,  however,  were 
mortally  hurt.  The  next  day  this  battery  was  completed,  and  the 
other  repaired  ; not  more  than  20  men,  Europeans  and  Sepoys,  had 
been  killed  and  wounded  in  all  thefe  operations.  In  the  mean  time 
the  narrow  channel  between  the  fliips  and  the  fort  had  been  dili- 
gently founded,  and  it  was  found  that  the  veflels  which  were  in- 
tended to  obflru6I  their  paflage,  had  not  been  funk  in  the  proper 
place.  Every  thing  being  ready  on  fhore,  it  was  determined  to  at- 
tack with  the  (hips  the  next  day ; and,  indeed,  no  time  was  to  be 
loft  ; for  the  Nabob  finding  himfelf  deceived,  had  continually  dif- 
patched  melTengers,  of  whom  fix  arrived  in  one  day,  with  letters 
commanding  the  Englifh  in  very  imperious  and  menacing  terms  to 
difcontinue  the  attack  ; he  had  likewife  fent  forward  a part  of  his 
army  under  the  command  of  Roydoolub,  who  having  advanced 
within  twenty  miles  of  Hughley,  halted  in  confequence  of  the  repre- 
fentations  of  Nuncomar,  afluring  him  that  the  French  would  fur- 
render  before  he  could  arrive  to  their  affiftance. 

During  this  interval,  the  Cumberland,  in  which  Admiral  Pocock 
hoifled  his  flag,  arrived  at  Ingelee.  After  ftriking  on  the  fand  off 
Point  Palmyras,  (he  plied  ten  days  againft  the  wind  and  currents  in 
vain  to  get  round,  when  the  great  number  of  fick  on  board,  amount- 
ing to  266,  determined  Mr.  Pocock  to  bear  away  for  refrefliment 
to  Vizagapatam,  where  he  found  the  fettlement  in  fears,  not  ill 
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founded,  of  being  attacked  by  M.  Buffy;  and  landed  ninety  of  1757. 
the  Company’s  troops,  to  reinforce  their  garrifon.  From  hence, 
as  the  currents  ftill  continued  ftrong  from  the  Norward,  he 
failed  for  intelligence  to  Madrafs,  where,  at  the  reqiieft  of  the 
j)re{idency,  he  landed  the  reft,  one  hundred  more,  and  received 
the  fame  number  of  failcrs  belonging  to  the  Iquadron,  which 
liad  recovered  in  the  hofpital.  There  ftill  remained  on  board  90  rank, 
and  file,  who  were  of  Adlercron’s  regiment,  and  they  returned  with 
the  fhip  to  Ingelee,  where  the  report  from  Calcutta  fignified,  that  the 
three  other  men  of  war  with  Admiral  Watfon  were  proceeding  from 
thence  to  Chandernagore,  of  which  the  attack  might  be  expedled 
every  day.  There  was  no  time  to  carry  the  fhip  up  the  river  ; 
for  the  pilotage  at  this  feafon  requires  feveral  ; nor  were  any 
boats  fent  down  to  convey  the  troops  with  their  accoutrements  ; on 
which  Mr.  Pocock,  with  a fpirit  worthy  of  an  Englifh  admiral, 
took  the  Cumberland’s  barge,  and  rowing  night  and  day,  joined  Mr. 

Watfon  a few  hours  before  the  morning  of  the  attack,  and  imme- 
diately holfted  his  flag  in  the  Tiger. 

This  fhip  was  appointed  to  attack  the  n.  e.  baftion  of  the  fort, 
the  Kent  againft  the  ravelin  before  the  middle  of  the  curtain,  the 
Salifburv  ao-ainft  the  s.  e.  baftion.  At  fun-rife  the  two  batteries  on 

^ O 

fliore  began  to  fire,  the  one  againft  the  s.e.  baftion  with  twenty-four 
pounders,  the  other  againft  the  n.e.  with  three:  to  which  the 
enemy’s  fire  was  much  luperior  until  feven  o’clock  ; when  the  Tiger 
coming  oppofite  to  the  ravelin,  before  the  gateway,  her  firft  broad- 
fide  obliged  the  enemy  to  abandon  that  defence ; after  which  fhc 
proceeded,  and  anchored  at  the  diftance  of  50  yards,  direftly  oppofite 
to  the  N.  E.  baftion.  The  Kent  foon  after  let  go  her  anchor  oppofite 
to  the  ravelin,  but  in  this  inftant,  the  fire  from  the  fort  killed  and 
wounded  feveral  of  the  failors  appointed  to  manage  the  fhip,  and  a 
fhot  unfortunately  difabled  the  commander.  Captain  Speke  ; who 
not  being  able  to  continue  the  dire6tions  he  intended  to  give,  fo 
much  confufion  enfucd,  that  the  cable,  not  flopped  in  time,  ran  out 
to  its  end  ; and  the  fhip,  inftead  of  anchoring  oppofite  to  the  ravelin, 
fell  back  fo  far,  that  her  poop  appeared  beyond  the  s.  e.  baftion,  expofed 
VoL.  II.  T like- 
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1757.  likewife  to  a flank  of  the  baffion  on  the  s.w.  The  enemy,  elated 

'^'r^  with  this  advantage,  kept  up  fo  hot  a fire,  that  Admiral  Watfbn 
inftead  of  attempting  to  recover  his  intended  ftation,  determined  to 
decide  thecontefl  where  his  fhip  lay,  which  occupying  the  poft  in- 
tended for  the  Salifburv,  this  fhip  anchored  150  yards  lower  down 
the  river,  and  remained  out  of  the  aefion,  which  was  maintained 
entirely  by  the  Kent  and  Tiger.  The  cannonade  was  fierce,  every 
fhot  on  both  fides  took  place  ; and,  at  the  lame  time,  the  two  bat- 
teries on  fhore  alTailed  with  a crofs  fire  the  two  balfions  of  the  fort, 
againft  which  the  fhips  dire6f:cd  their  broadfides.  At  nine  o’clock, 
the  fort  fire  wed  a flag  of  truce,  and  Mr.  Watfon,  not  to  let  the 
enemy  fee  the  condition  of  his  drip,  lent  Captain  Coote,  of  the 
King’s  regiment  aflrore  to  receive  their  propofals  ; and  whillf  mef- 
fages  were  paffing  concerning  the  terms  of  lurrender,  5c  of  the  heft 
foldiers  of  the  garrifon,  with  20  Topaffes,  and  feveral  officers,  quitted 
the  fort,  and  marched  to  the  northward.  At  three  in  the  afternoon 
the  capitulation  was  concluded. 

During  this  aftion,  the  Salifburv  received  only  fome  draggling 
fhot,  which  did  little  damage,  and  the  fort  receir  ed  as  little  from  her 
fire.  In  the  Tiger,  the  mafter  and  14  others  were  killed,  and  56 
wounded:  the  Kent  received  fix  fhot  in  her  marts,  and  142  in  her 
hull;  the  firrt  lieutenant  Mr.  Perrot,  and  18  of  the  crew,  w^ere 
killed,  and  72  ’wounded.  Amidlf  this  flaughter,  it  was  a general 
confolation  that  the  M'ound  of  Captain  Speke  was  not  mortal,  whofe 
enterprizing  fpirit,  and  nautical  abilities,  had  eminently  contributed 
to  the  fucceffes  of  this  fquadron  in  India:  the  fame  ball,  which  rtruck 
the  calf  of  his  leg,  carried  off  the  thigh  of  his  fon,  a youth  of  pro- 
mifing  hopes,  who  died  of  this  difarter.  Of  the  Englifh  troops  on 
flrore,  only  one  man  was  killed,  and  10  wound&d,  during  this  lart 
attack  ; but  the  fire  of  their  batteries,  and  of  their  mufketry  from 
the  tops  of  the  houfes,  hartened  the  furrender  of  the  fort,  in  which 
40  men  w^ere  killed  and  70  wounded.  The  defence  was  gallant, 
more  efpecially  as  none  of  the  garrifon,  excepting  a few  of  the 
officers,  had  ever  before  been  in  fervices  of  danger:  Mr.  Devignes, 
a Captain  of  one  of  the  French  company’s  rtiips,  commanded  the 
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baftions,  and  infpired  his  own  adlivity  and  courage  into  all  who  ferved  i 
under  him.  The  immediate  redudlion  of  the  fort  was  owing  to 
the  fliips,  and  of  them,  only  to  the  two  in  which  the  two  Ad- 
mirals hoifted  their  flags,  whofe  fire  did  as  much  execution  in 
three  hours,  as  the  batteries  on  fhore  would  have  done  in  feverai 
days:  during  which  the  whole  of  the  Nabob’s  army  might  have  ar- 
rived,  when  the  fiege  muft  have  been  raifed  : otherwife  the  troops 
alone  were  fufficient  to  accomplifb  the  fuccefs. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  Nabob  heard  of  the  furrender  of  Clian- 
dernagore,  he  received  more  pofitive,  but  ftill  falfe,  intelligence  from 
Patna,  that  the  army  of  Pitans,  againft  whom  he  had  afked  the 
affiflance  of  the  Englith  troops,  were  in  full  march  to  invade  the 
province  of  Behar,  and  that  they  had  engaged  Balagerow,  the  ge- 
neral of  the  Morattoes,  to  invade  Bengal.  Frightened  by  this  intel- 
telligence  he  wrote  letters  of  congratulation  to  Admiral  Watfon  and 
Colonel  Clive,  expreffing  the  ffrongeft  defire  to  remain  in  friendfhip 
and  alliance  with  them,  and  offered  the  territory  of  Chandernagore 
to  the  Englifh  on  the  lame  terms  as  it  had  been  held  by  the  French 
Comjiany  ; but  he  ordered  the  dlvifion  of  his  army,  which  had 
marched  with  Roydulub,  to  continue  at  Plafly  on  the  Iflandof  Cof- 
fimbuzar,  30  miles  to  the  South  of  Muxadavad.  This  guard  did  not 
accord  with  his  profeffions  ; and  it  w'as  determined  to  try  the  fin- 
cerity  of  them  by  requeuing  him  to  give  up  all  the  other  French 
factories  and  fubje6ts  remaining  in  his  dominions.  Nothing  could 
be  more  repugnant  to  his  intentions  ; for  he  had  ordered  his  officers 
to  protect  the  foldiers  of  Chandernagore,  wdio  had  left  the  fort  during 
the  attack ; and  by  this  affihance  they  had  efcaped  an  Englifh  de- 
tachment fent  in  purfuit  of  them,  and  were  arrived  fafe  at  Coffim- 
buzar ; however,  he  anfwered  Colonel  Clive  with  much  civility, 
though  with  inconfihent  excufes  ; alleging,  that  as  a prince  he 
could  not  perfecute  the  diftreffed,  and  as  a feudatory  of  the  great 
Mogul  he  could  not  contribute  to  the  deflruction  of  Europeans, 
who  w'ere  ehabliffied  in  the  province  by  the  permiffion  of  fo  many 
Emperors;  as  if  the  lame  reafons  ought  not  to  have  prevented  him 
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1757.  from  deflroying  Calcutta.  But  lefi:  thefe  evafions  fhould  create  fuf- 
MarX"  picions,  he  began  to  reftore  part  of  the  Englifh  effedts,  and  paid 
4 j 0,000  rupees  in  money. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  captors  colledled  the  plunder  of  Chander- 
nagore,  which  amounted  to  ioo,oool.  flerling.  The  fhips  returned 
to  Calcutta,  where  the  Kent,  infirm  before,  was  condemned  as  unfit 
for  future  fervice.  The  feafon  was  by  this  time  fo  far  advanced, 
that  the  other  lliips  could  not  get  out  to  fea  before  the  fouthern 
monfoon  fet  in.  The  troops  might  indeed  have  been  fent  to  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel,  if  they  had  been  embarked,  immediately  after  Chan- 
dernagore  was  taken,  on  feveral  veffels,  which  were  ready  to  fail  at 
that  time.  But  Colonel  Clive  determined,  contrary  to  the  orders  of 
Madrafs,  to  remain  in  Bengal  with  the  whole  army  until  the  month 
of  September;  being  convinced  that  the  Nabob  would  never  fulfil 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  February,  unlefs  conftrained  by  fear.  He 
therefore,  inftead  of  leading  the  army  back  to  Calcutta,  encamped 
on  the  plain  to  the  north  of  Hughley,  where  it  was  better  fituated 
either  to  awe  or  adl  aq-ainfl:  the  Nabob. 


In  this  interval  Mr.  Law,  the  chief  of  the  French  faclory  at 
Coffimbuzar,  had  perFiaded  the  Nabob  that  a fleet  of  40  French 
(hips  were  attacking.  Bombay.  The  Nabob  elated  by  this  fuppofition 
returned  to  his  former  equivocations  concerning  the  treaty.  On 
which  Colonel  Clive  wrote  to  him,  that  nothing  but  his  permiffion 
to  attack  the  French  at  Coffimbuzar  could  convince  the  Englilh  that 
he  bore  the  good  will  of  an  ally  towards  them,  and  that  his  dignity 
might  be  preferved  by  aflifting  neither  fide.  This  letter  provoked 
him  to  excels,  and  amongfl:  other  extravagancies,  he  faid  publicly, 
he  would  put  Mr.  Watts  to  death.  But  foon  recollefting  the  im- 
prudence of  this  threat;  and  being  as  anxious  to  prevent  the  Englilh 
troops  from  advancing  tow'ards  his  capital,  as  he  was  folicitous  to  pre- 
lerve  the  French  for  future  contingencies,  he  furnilhed  Mr.  Law 
with  money,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and  ordered  him  to  march 
with  all  his  men,  as  if  proceeding  to  the  weflern  frontiers  of  Behar; 
but  in  expeftation  of  being  foon  recalled  to  Muxadavad.  Accor- 
dingly this  body  of  adventurers,  confilling  of  100  Europeans,  and 
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6o  Coromandel  Sepoys,  with  30  fmall  carriages,  and  four  elephants, 
jjafTed  through  the  city  in  military  array  011  the  1 6th  of  April,  and 
having  crofTed  the  river,  proceeded  towards  Behar.  This  evafion 
however  deceived  nobody.  And  Colonel  Clive  prepared  to  fend  a 
detachment  in  purfuit  of  them. 

The  report  of  the  detachment  renewed  the  indignation  of  the 
Nabob ; he  immediately  ordered  the  Englifli  Vacqueel  to  quit  his 
prefence,  and  to  appear  no  more  at  the  palace,  and  fent  two  of  his 
officers  to  Mr.  Watts,  propofing  this  alternative  ; “ either  that  he 
“ ffiould  immediately  return  to  Calcutta;  or  give  an  affurance under 
“ his  hand,  that  the  Engliffi  ffiould  make  no  further  attempts  to 
“ moleft  the  French.”  Mr.  Watts  refufed  either  to  retire,  or  to 
give  the  affurance,  and  obtained  leave  to  confult  the  prelidency,  Mffio 
ordered  him  to  lend  what  treafure  and  effedls  he  had  colle61:ed  to  Cal- 
cutta, as  opportunities  might  offer,  but  without  feeming  either  to 
fear  or  to  intend  mifehief:  Colonel  Clive  alfo  detached  40  Europeans 
to  protect  the  faftory,  and  fent  in  feveral  boats  a fupply  of  ammu- 
nition concealed  under  rice. 

By  this  time  the  mutual  fuf|)icions  between  the  Nabob  and  the 
Engliffi  were  fo  much  increafed,  that  Colonel  Clive  thought  a rupture 
inevitable,  and  even  neceffary.  He  therefore  perfifled  in  his  refo- 
lution  of  fending  a detachment  in  purfuit  of  Mr.  Law  ; and  having 
received  information  that  Meer  Jaffier,  the  general  of  the  army,  was 
offended  againff  the  Nabob,  he  advifed  Mr.  Watts  to  cultivate  his 
friendffiip. 

The  fpirit  of  rebellion  had  for  fome  time  been  lurking  in  the  court 
of  Surajah  Dowlah ; he  had  imprifoned  Monickchund,  and  upon  re- 
leafing,  had  obliged  him  to  pay  a million  of  rupees  as  a fine  for  the 
effeds  he  had  plundered  in  Calcutta.  The  Duan  Roydoolub,  al- 
though the  firff  civil  officer  in  the  fiate,  found  his  conduct  fubje61: 
to  the  controul  of  the  favourite  IVIoonlol.  To  the  Seats,  the  Nabob 
behaved  with  civility  ; but  they,  accuflomed  to  the  confidence  and 
good  fenfe  of  Allaverdy,  trembled  for  theii-  wealth,  under  the 
caprices  of  his  fucceffor  ; and  they  had  long  been  connedled  with 
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1757.  Meer  Jaffier,  who,  although  he  defpifed  the  wretched  character  of 
Surajah  Dowlah,  dreaded  the  excelTes  of  it. 

JN'lr.  Watts  communicated  with  Omichund  on  the  hate  of  tem- 
pers and  refentments  ; and  they  admitted  Mr.  Scrafton  to  their 
councils,  Vv'ho  came  at  this  time  to  Muxadavad  in  his  way  to  Dacca, 
and  was  inftrufted  by  Colonel  Clive  to  obferve,  whilft  he  remained 
there.  Omichund  with  his  uiual  buftle  attended  every  day  at  the 
Durbar,  and  was  as  affiduous  in  his  vihts  to  the  principal  officers  of 
the  scovernment. 

April.  On  the  23d  of  April  an  officer  named  Yar  Khan  Latty,  by  a pri- 
vate meffage,  requefted  to  confer  with  Mr.  Watts  infecrecy.  This 
man  commanded  2000  horfe  in  the  Nabob’s  fervice,  but  received  a 
hipend  from  the  Seats  to  defend  them  upon  any  occalion  of  danger 
even  againft  the  Nabob  himfelf.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  he  was 
no^v  employed  by  the  Seats  to  difcover  the  real  intentions  of  the 
Englilh  towards  the  Nabob.  Mr.  Watts  fent  Omichund,  whom 
Latty  informed,  “ That  the  Nabob  would  very  foon  march  with  the 
“ greatefl:  part  of  his  forces  towards  Patna,  againft  the  Pitans  ; and 
“ that  he  intended  to  temporize  with  the  Engliffi  until  his  return  to 
“ Muxadavad  ; when  he  had  determined  to  extirpate  them  out  of 
“ his  dominions,  into  which  he  had  fworn  that  they  fhould  ne\  er 
“ return ; that  moft  of  his  officers  held  him  in  utter  deteftation, 
“ and  \vere  ready  to  join  the  firft  leader  of  diftin61:ion  who  fhould 
“ take  arms;  that  the  Engliffi  army  might,  during  his  abfence,  take 
“ pofteffion  of  Muxadavad ; and  that  he,  Latty,  with  his  own  troops, 
“ would  join  them  in  the  attempt  ; when  if  they  would  proclaim 
“ him  Nabob,  he  fliould  be  fuppofted  by  Roydoclub,  and  the  Seats ; 
“ he  offered  in  return  to  enter  into  any  engagements  which  the 
“ Engliffi  fhould  ftipulate  for  the  advantage  of  their  own  affairs.” 
Mr.  Watts  approved  the  fcheme,  and  communicated  it  to  Colonel 
Clive,  who  approving  it  likewife,  immediately  countermanded  the 
detachment  which  was  ready  to  march  in  purfuit  of  Mr.  Law,  and 
wrote  a very  civil  letter  to  the  Nabob. 

The  day  after  the  conference  between  Omichund  and  Latty,  Petrus 
the  Armenian,  who  had  been  employed  between  the  Nabob  and  the 

Engliffi 


Book  VII.  SurajahDowlah.  149 

Englifli  in  February,  came  to  Mr.  Watts  with  the  fame  propofals  1757. 
from  Meer  Jaffieras  had  been  madebyLatty.  Meer  jaffier  declared,  ^AprUT^ 
“ that  felf-defeiice  obliged  him  to  arm,  being  in  danger  of  aflafli- 
“ nation  every  time  he  went  to  the  Durbar  ; that  the  Duan  Roy^ 

“ doolub,  the  Seats,  and  feveral  officers  of  the  firR  rank  in  the 
“ army,  whom  he  named,  had  engaged  to  join,  if  the  Englifh  w'ould 
“ affiR  in  dethroning  the  Nabob  : if  the  fcheme  were  accepted,  he 
“ defired  that  the  terms  of  the  confederacy  might  be  fettled  without 
“ delay,  and  reqiieRed  that  Colonel  Clive  would  immediately  break 
“ u])  his  camp,  and  footh  the  Nabob  with  every  appearance  of 
“ jieace  until  hoftilities  fhould  commence.” 

I'he  fuperior  importance  of  Jaffier  gave  him  the  preference  over 
every  other  pretender  wdio  might  otfer;  and  as  foon  as  Clive  received 
intelligence  of  his  overtures,  he  went  from  the  camj)  to  Calcutta, 
and  communicated  them  to  the  feleft  committee,  of  wdiich  he  was 
himfelf  a member.  I'he  committee  accepted  the  alliance  as  the  moR 
fortunate  event  which  could  happen,  and  inRrucled  Mr.  Watts 
-what  terms  to  Ripulate  : they  were  all  very  advantageous,  but  one 
eminently  fo,  demanding  a reRitution  in  money  adequate  to  all 
the  loRes  which  had  been  fuRained  by  the  Company  and  individuals 
by  the  capture  of  Calcutta.  This  council  W'as  held  on  the 
firR  of  May.  T he  next  day  Colonel  Clive  returned  to  the  camp, 
which,  in  compliance  with  the  requeR  of  Meer  Jaffier,  he  imme- 
diately broke  up  ; fending  one  half  of  the  troops  to  Calcutta,  and  the 
reR  into  the  fort  of  Chandernagore.  lie  then  requeRed  the  Nabob 
to  give  the  fame  proof  of  amicable  intentions  by  withdrawing  the 
large  divifion  of  his  army,  which  Rill  lay  encamped  at  PlaRv,  under 
the  command  of  Roydoolub. 

But  in  this  interval  the  Nabob  had  been  relieved  from  his  fears  of 
the  Pitans  by  intelligence  of  their  retreat  from  Delhi,  wffiich  made 
him  lefs  folicitous  to  temporize  with  the  Engliffi,  and  Roydoolub 
had  Ropped  at  Cutwah  the  detachment  of  40  Europeans  going  to 
Coffimbuzar ; the  fpy,  Mooteram,  w'ho  had  been  fent  under  pretence 
offome  compliment  to  Colonel  Clive,  gave  information,  that  half  the 
Engliffi  army  had  been  privately  detached  in  fmall  parties  from  the 
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1^57.  camp,  and  were  at  this  very  time  fecreted  in  the  faflory  at  Coffim- 
biizar.  The  Nabob  believing  this  intelligence,  lent  a mob  of  fer- 
vants  and  troops  to  examine  the  factory,  where  they  found  only 
eight  TopalTes  and  40  Europeans,  of  which  fome  were  French  de- 
ferters,  and  the  reE  were  the  Englilh  gunners  whom  he  had  bor- 
rowed for  the  fervice  of  his  own  artillery,  and  had  lately  returned. 
Neverthelefs  his  fufpicions  that  the  Englilh  intended  to  move  to- 
wards Muxadavad  continued,  and  induced  him  to  reconcile  himfelf 
with  INleer  Jaffier,  whom  he  ordered  to  proceed  immediately  with 
15,000  men,  to  reinforce  Roydoolub  at  PlalTey.  Believing,  like- 
wile,  that  the  Englilh  drips  of  war  could  proceed  up  the  great  arm 
of  the  Ganges  to  the  northern  point  of  the  ifland  of  Coliimbuzar, 
and  then  come  down  the  Colfimbuzar  river  to  Muxadavad,  he  com- 
manded large  piles  to  be  fixed  acrofs  the  river  at  Sootey,  about  20 
miles  above  the  city.  Such  was  his  extreme  ignorance.  He  at 
the  fame  time  inftrudled  Mr.  Law  to  remain  with  his  men  at  Bogli- 
pore,  half  way  between  the  pals  of  Tacriagully  and  Patna,  and  his 
officers  in  Behar  to  fupply  all  their  wants. 

In  this  conjunflureMeer  Jaffier, fearing  that  by  a refufal  to  proceed 
to  PlalTy,  he  lliould  turn  the  Nabob’s  fufpicions  upon  himfelf,  obeyed 
with  appearance  of  alacrity,  and  marched  from  the  city  on  the  29th 
of  April,  but  left  his  agent  to  carry  on  the  correl}3ondence  with  Mr. 
Watts,  who,  to  remove  as  much  as  poflible  all  fufpicious  appear- 
ances, ordered  the  detachment  which  had  been  Hopped  at  Cutwah 
to  return  to  Calcutta  ; he  at  the  fame  time  difpatched  Mr.  Scrafton 
to  the  feledt  committee,  and  on  the  6th  of  May  received  their  relb- 
lutions  concerning  the  treaty  with  Jaffier,  when,  in  concert  with 
Jaffier’s  agent,  whom  we  fuppofe  to  be  Hill  the  Armenian  Petrus, 
they  eHabliffied  politive  fums  to  the  articles  Hipulating  monies.  The 
rains  detained  the  agent  in  the  city  till  the  1 2th,  when  he  went 
to  PlalTy,  and  returned  on  the  14th,  with  aflurances,  that  Meer 
Jaffier  had  confented  freely  to  all  the  articles  ; but  requeHed  that  the 
confederacy  might  be  kept  fecret  fromOmichund,  whom  he  regarded 
as  an  intriguing  Gentoo  without  fortitude  or  honeHy. 
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This  opinion  Avas  probably  fuggefted  to  him  by  the  Seats,  who 
knew  the  abilities  of  Omichund,  and  might  apprehend  that  his  in- 
fluence with  the  Englifti  would  interfere  with  their  own,  if  he 
fliould  have  a leading  part  in  the  intended  revolution.  This  reflraint 
very  much  perplexed  Mr;  Watts  : for  Omichund  had  already  been 
trufled  too  far,  to  be  now  treated  with  diffidence,  without  much 
rifque  to  the  fcheme,  if  he  fliould  by  other  means  difcover  the  real 
caufe,  why  no  farther  attention  was  had  to  the  propofals  of  Yar 
Khan  Latty.  Mr.  Watts  foon  found,  that  fuch  evafions  as  men  in 
his  fituation  generally  employ,  could  not  elude  his  fagacity,  and 
therefore  told  him  the  confederacy  with  Jaffier  ; but  had  de- 
layed this  confidence  fo  long,  that  Omichund  faw  it  was  ex- 
torted by  fear  and  neceflity.  From  this  hour  implacable  hatred  arofe 
between  them,  although  they  co-operated  in  the  conduct  of  the  con- 
federacy. 

From  his  own  experience  of  the  praffices  of  Indoflan,  Omichund 
had  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Watts  would  be  amply  rewarded  by  Jaffier, 
if  the  revolution  fucceeded.  At  the  fame  time  he  found  that  no  advan- 
tage was  intended  for  himfelf  more  than  reftitution  in  common  with 
the  other  Gentoo  merchants  of  Calcutta,  but  that  he  fliould  run 
the  fame  rifque  of  his  perfbn  as  Mr.  Watts,  which  to  both  were 
great  indeed ; and  more  of  his  fortune,  as  being  much  greater  than 
Mr.  Watts’s  : he  therefore  claimed  a commifflon  of  five  in  the  hun- 
dred on  all  the  Nabob’s  treafures  in  money,  and  a fourth  part  of 
his  jewels.  The  common  people,  to  whom  numbers  give  no  diffindl 
ideas,  rated  them  at  45  millions  of  pounds  fferling,  which  nothing  but 
idiotifm  could  believe ; but  better  enquirers  fuppofed  them  to  be 
four  millions  and  a half ; on  which  Omichund ’s  fliare  would  have 
been  675,000  pounds  flerling.  The  audacity  of  the  pretenfion  implied 
malignant  art ; but  it  is  faid  he  threatened  to  reveal  the  confpiracy  to 
the  Nabob,  if  not  complied  with.  If  fo,  the  boldefl;  iniquity  could 
not  go  farther.  Mr.  Watts  in  his  letter  on  this  fubjeif  intimates, 
that  he  had  fome  apprehenfions  of  fuch  a coiifequence  if  Omichund 
were  not  fatlsfied.  However,  in  their  conference  he  evaded  a po- 
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fitive  anfwer,  and  Omichund  was  contented  by  the  promife  of  re- 
ferrino;  his  claim  to  the  fele61:  committee. 

On  the  14th  he  fent  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  as  finally  fettled 
by  himielf,  and  accepted  by  Meer  Jaffier,  and  communicated  two 
other  inflances  of  Omichund’s  improbity.  The  one  was,  “ that 
“ Toothed  by  the  Teeming  acquiefcence  of  Mr.  Watts  to  his  claim 
^ of  commifiion  and  a (hare  of  the  jewels,  he  had  been  led  to  de- 
“ dare  that  he ‘’intended  to  Tecrete  as  much  as  he  could  of  the 
‘‘  Nabob’s  treafures  from  the  knowledge  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and 
“ to  divide  this  booty  with  Roydoolub.”  The  other  accufatioii 
came  from  Rungeet  Roy,  the  agent  of  the  Seafs.  “ When  the 
“ Nabob  concluded  the  treaty  of  the  6th  of  February,  he  em- 
“ powered  Omichund  and  Rungeet  Roy  to  offer  30  thoufand 
gold  mo-Jnirs,  a coin  equivalent  to  29  ffiillings,  as  a prefent  to  the 
“ Euglifh  commanders,  and  promifed  moreover  200,000  rupees  to 
“ be  difpofed  of  as  Omichund  fhould  think  proper  ; who  advifed 
“ Rungeet  Roy  to  make  no  mention  of  the  prefent 'at  that  time, 
“ and  promifed  to  divide  the  200,000  rupees  with  him.  Rungeet 
“ Roy,  impatient  to  receive  his  fhare,  had  frequently  preffed 
“ the  Nabob  to  Tend  the  prefent  to  the  Engliffi  commanders,  and 
“ toifilie  the  other  money  to  Omichund.  But  the  Nabob,  irritated 
“ by  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Englifli,  and  fafe  in  his  capital, 
was  no  longer  inclined  to  confer  To  coflly  a favour,  in  every  re- 
Tpe6l  to  his  own  detriment.  Omichund  obferved  this  repugnance, 
and  turned  it  to  his  own  advantage,  by  telling  the  Nabob,  that 
“ he  would  be  obliged  to  make  the  prefent,  if  he  Tuffered  Rungeet 
“ Roy  to  interfere  any  longer  in  the  Engliffi  affairs  ; but  that  he 
might  Tave  it,  by  dilgracing  him.  The  Nabob  accordingly  with- 
“ held  himfelf  from  any  farther  communication  with  Rungeet  Roy, 
“ but  rewarded  Omichund,  with  orders  for  the  delivery  of  many  of 
“ his  confifcated  effe61s.  Mr.  Watts,  defirous  to  put  the  truth  of 
“ thefe  informations  to  the  teft,  alked  Omichund  if  he  ffiould  de- 
“ mand  the  30,000  gold  rupees  from  the  Nabob ; to  which  Omi- 
“ chund  replied,  that  fiich  a requefl;  would  be  very  improper  at  this 
“ time,  but  that  he  would  himfelf  confider  of  means  to  get  it. 
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A firanger,  named  Govindroy,  came  on  the  3d  of  May  to  Calcutta, 
with  a letter  as  from  Ballajerow,  the  general  of  the  Morattoes,  dated 
from  Hyderabad,  the  capital  of  Golcondah.  In  this  letter  Ballajerow 
offered  to  invade  Bengal  with  a hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men, 
within  fix  weeks  after  he  Ihould  receive  the  invitation  of  the  Ene- 
lifli  governor.  No  mutual  interefts  of  great  importance  lubfiifing  at 
this  time  between  the  Englifh  and  the  Morattoes,  the  letter  and  the 
bearer  were  lufpe6Ied  of  impofture.  The  man  was  queflioned,  but 
none  in  the  fettlement  had  lufficient  criterions  to  diflinguifh  whether 
his  anfwers  were  pertinent.  Mr.  Watts  was  confulted,  and  regarded 
the  letter  as  an  artifice  invented  by  the  Nabob  to  try  the  real  difpo- 
lition  of  the  Englifh  towards  himfelf,  by  their  anlwer  to  Ballajerow. 
Clive,  with  his  ufual  facility  of  finding  expedients  in  difficulties, 
adviled  the  committee  to  communicate  the  letter  to  the  Nabob  with 
the  femblance  of  believing  its  authenticity  ; whereby,  fliould  he 
have  invented  it,  the  artifice  would  be  turned  againff  himfelf ; and 
if  he  had  not,  no  better  means  could  be  employed  to  deceive  the 
fufpicions  which  he  entertained  of  their  evil  intentions. 

This  refolution  was  taken  on  the  i 7th  of  May,  and  at  the  fame 
confultation  the  committee  deliberated  on  the  final  terms  they  fhould 
require  of  Meer  Jaffier,  and  on  the  condu6f  they  fhould  hold  towards 
Omichund;  having  before  them  the  treaty  as  modelled  by  Mr.  Watts, 
and  his  letters  concerning  Omichund.  The  terms  which  Mr.  Watts 
had  ffipulated  for  reffitution  were,  to  the  Company  10  millions  of 
rupees,  to  the  Englifh  and  other  European  inhabitants  three  millions, 
to  the  Gentoos  three,  to  the  Armenians  one  : in  all  1 7 millions  of 
rupees.  Three  millions  were  likewile  mentioned  for  Omichund  ; 
of  which  wefuppofe  Mr.  Watts  had  informed  him. 

The  committee  really  believed  the  wealth  of  Surajah  Dowlah 
much  greater  than  it  pofTibly  could  be,  even  if  the  whole  life 
of  the  late  Nabob  Alliverdy  had  not  been  fpent  in  defending  his  own 
dominions  againft  the  invafions  of  ruinous  enemies  ; and  even  if 
Surajah  Dowlah  himfelf  had  reigned  many,  inflead  of  only  one  year. 
In  this  perfuafion  they  increafed  the  reffitution  to  Europeans  from 
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three  to  five  millions  of  rupees ; but  allotted  only  two  inflead  of 
three  millions  to  the  Gentoos,  and  only  700,000  inflead  of  one 
million  to  the  Armenians.  But  thefe  alterations  added  only  700,000 
rupees  to  the  total  of  the  fums  flipulated  by  Mr.  Watts  for  reftitu- 
tion.  It  ^^’as  then  agreed  to  alk  a donation  of  2,500,000  rupees  to 
the  fqiiadron,  and  the  fame  lum  to  the  army.  A member  then  pro- 
poled  that  it  Ihould  be  recommended  to  Mr.  Watts,  to  alk  a dona- 
tion from''  Meer  Jaffier  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  committee  ; 
and  this  like  wife  was  refolved. 

They  then  took  into  confideration  what  condudl  they  Ihould  hold 
towards  Omichund ; they  were  aftonilhed  at  the  enormity  of  his 
demands,  and  hill  more  exafperated  at  the  imputed  atrocity  of  his 
intentions  in  cafe  of  difappointment ; and  determined  that  he  Ihould 
get  nothing  by  the  revolution  more  than  reftitution  in  common 
with  the  other  Gentoo  merchants  of  Calcutta  ; but  at  the  fame  time 
they  defigned  to  make  him  believe  that  they  intended  to  reward  his 
fervices.  The  expedient  was  luggefled  by  Colonel  Clive.  It  was, 
to  fend  two  treaties,  both  figned  by  Admiral  Watfon  and  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  and  in  the  treaty  which  was  to  be  delivered 
to  Meer  Jaffier,  to  omit  any  flipulation  for  Omichund  ; but,  in  the 
fi<rtitious  treaty  which  was  to  be  fhewn  to  Omichund,  to  infert  an 
article  flipulating  for  him  a prefent  of  two  millions  of  rupees. 

Thefe  refolutions  being  taken,  it  became  neceffary  that  fome  per- 
fon  deputed  from  the  committee  fhould  confer  with  Meer  Jaffier  ; 
but,  as  he  lay  encamped  at  Plaffy,  it  was  difficult  to  effedf  this 
without  raifmg  fufpicions  in  the  Nabob.  It  was  therefore  refolved 
that  Colonel  Clive  Ihould  write  to  the  Nabob,  that  he  had  fent  Mr. 
Scrafton  in  order  to  communicate  a matter  of  great  fecrecy  and  im- 
portance, which  was  the  Morattoe  letter  brought  by  Govindroy. 
Mr.  Scrafton  was  infl:ru6led  to  flop  at  Plaffy,  and  to  make  a viflt,  as 
of  ceremony,  to  Meer  Jaffier,  whom  he  was  to  inform  of  the  pur- 
port of  the  treaty,  and  of  the  other  requefts,  and  to  obtain  his 
affent  to  them  ; he  was  likewife  to  explain  to  him  the  manner 
in  which  the  committee  were  ading  towards  Omichund  ; and 
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finally  to  adjufi:  a plan  of  operations  for  the  fiibfequent  conduft  of 
the  revolution. 

Colonel  Clive  undertook  to  get  the  treaties  prepared  with  due  fe- 
crecy.  The  fictitious  was  tranfcribed  upon  red  paper.  But  the 
agent  of  Meer  Jalfier  having  infifted  that  the  King’s  Admiral  fhould 
fign,  as  well  as  the  company’s  reprefen tatives ; and  Omichund 
knowing  this,  it  was  neceffary  to  the  fcheme  of  deceiving  him, 
that  Mr.  Watfon  fhould  fign  both.  He  figned  the  real,  but  re- 
fufed  to  fisii  the  fictitious  treaty  : on  which  his  figmature  was 
counterfeited. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  Clive  difpatched  the  treaties  by  a private 
nieffenger  of  the  country  ; but,  in  this  fhort  interval,  either  fome 
intelliofence  from  Muxadavad,  or  his  own  reflections,  chang-ed  his 
notions  of  the  vattnefs  of  Surajah  Dowlah’s  treafures  : and  he  in- 
ftimCted  Mr.  Watts,  that  if  Meer  Jaffier  (hould  difapprove  of  the 
great  amount  of  the  ftipulations  for  money,  the  reftitution  allotted 
for  the  company  might  be  reduced  from  ten  to  five  millions  of 
rupees. 

Mr.  Scrafton  was  flopped  near  Plaffy  by  the  advanced  guards  of  the 
camp;  he  requefted  to  be  conducted  to  the  quarters  of  Meer  Jaffier; 
but  fome  of  the  Nabob’s  fpies  being  prefent,  they  interfered,  and  in- 
fifted that  he  fhould  take  the  direCt  road  to  the  capital,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  24th.  In  the  interval  between  Mr.  Watts’s  letters  of 
the  6th,  and  Mr.  Scrafton’s  return  to  Muxadavad,  the  crafty  Omi- 
chund had  praCtifed  another  trick  on  the  credulity  of  the  Nabob; 
for,  perceiving  by  his  queftions  that  his  fufpicions  of  the  Engllfh 
increafed,  although  he  had  difeovered  nothing  of  their  project, 
Omichund,  after  much  artificial  hefitation,  informed  him,  as  a dif- 
covery  by  which  he  rifqued  all  his  pretenfions  to  the  favours  of  the 
Engliffi,  that  they  had  lately  fent  deputies  to  Mr.  Bufify  in  the 
Decan,  inviting  him  to  march  into  Bengal,  and  propofing  that  both 
armies  fhould  join  in  dethroning  him,  when  the  Ipoil  was  to,  be 
equally  divided  between  them.  A little  knowledge  and  underftand- 
ing  would  have  convinced  the  Nabob,  that  fuch  an  union  was  im- 
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prafticable  during  the  war  between  the  two  nations,  and  that  it 
would  at  any  time  be  Incompatible  with  the  interefl:  of  the  Englifh : 
iieverthelefs  his  timidity  prompted  him  to  give  intire  credit  to  the 
tale,  and  he  rewarded  Omichund  for  the  intelligence,  by  ordering 
the  fum  of  400,000  rupees,  which  had  been  taken  from  his  houfe 
at  Calcutta,  to  be  immediately  reflored  to  him,  together  with  all 
bis  efFe£ls,  wherefoever  conlifcated  in  the  province:  he  moreover 
gave  him  a mandate,  ordering  the  Rajah  of  Burdawan  to  repay 
450,000  rupees,  which  Omichund  had  lent  the  Rajah  fome  years 
before.  At  this  time  Omichund  was  not  certain  what  provilioii 
might  be  made  for  himfelf  in  the  treaty,  and  was  endeavouring  to 
get  all  he  could  from  the  Nabob  clandeftinely,  but  without  any  poli- 
tive  intention  of  undermining  the  confederacy ; for  nothing  was 
more  likely  than  his  fallacy  concerning  BufTv  to  divert  the  Nabob 
from  any  fufpicions  of  the  real  defigns  and  connexions  In  which  the 
Englifh  were  engaged;  but  nothing,  at  the  fame  time,  was  more 
likely  to  prevent  him  from  removing  his  army  from  Plafl}',  which 
was  deemed  abfolutelv  neceffary  to  their  fuccefs. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Scrafton  arrived  at  Muxadavad,  Mr.  Watts  went 
with  him  to  the  Nabob,  to  whom  Mr.  Scrafton  delivered  a letter 
from  Colonel  Clive,  which,  amongft  others,  had  the  following  fiibtle 
expreffions.  “ I have  fent  Mr.  Scrafton  to  communicate  a matter  of 
“ the  greateft  importance.  Notwithftanding  all  that  the  Englifh 
“ have  fuffered  from  you,  I give  you  this  lafl:  proof  of  my  defire  to 
“ live  in  peace  with  you.  Why  do  you  keep  your  army  in  the  field 
“ They  diftrefs  all  the  merchants,  and  prevent  us  from  renewing 
“ our  trade.  The  Englifh  cannot  Ray  in  Bengal  without  freedom  of 
“ trade.  Do  not  reduce  us  to  fufpe61  that  you  intend  to  deftroy  us 
“ whenfoever  you  have  an  opportunity.”  Mr.  Scrafton  then  com- 
municated the  Morattoe  letter,  at  which  the  Nabob  feemed  much 
pleafed;  for  he  had  heard  of  the  arrival,  and  fufpeded  the  bufinefs 
of  the  mefifenger,  who  really  came  from  Ballajerow.  After  fome 
paufe,  ruminating  on  the  variety  of  informations  on  which  he  was  to 
form  his  opinion,  he  pretended  to  be  convinced  that  he  had  fufpefted 
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the  good  faith  of  the  Engliih  without  caufe  : and  difmified  Mr.  I757* 
Watts  and  Scrafton  with  an  affu ranee  that  he  would  immediately 
recall  the  troops  under  the  command  of  Meer  Jaffier  into  the  city, 
but  would  leave  thofe  with  Roydoolub  in  the  field,  in  readinefs  to 
join  theEnglifh  on  the  ajjproach  of  the  Morattoes  : who  he  faid  would 
probably  invade  his  dominions.  This  unexpedled  refolution  would 
have  marred  the  fcheme,  fince  Meer  Jaffier  would  have  been  as 
cautious  of  concluding  any  thing  decifive,  whilfi;  one  half,  as  whilft 
the  whole  of  the  army  remained  in  the  field.  At  the  next  con- 
ference Mr.  Scrafton  reprefented  to  him,  that  the  Englilh  could  not, 
with  common  prudence,  rely  on  any  of  his  ])rofeffions,  whilfi:  fucli 
a part  of  his  forces  were  encamped  towards  Calcutta.  The  Nabob 
meditated  fome  time  on  this  argument,  and  then  ftarting,  as  a man 
agitated  by  fufpicion  and  difmay,  faid  eagerly,  “ But  fiiould  the  • 

“ Colonel  deceive  me.”  But  Scrafton  removed  his  tei  rors  by  afiTu- 
rances,  and  prevailed  on  him  to  ififue  orders  recalling  his  whole  army 
to  Muxadavad. 

The  nearer  the  confederacy  a])proached  to  the  event,  the  more  did 
Mr.  Watts’s  apprehenfions  of  the  treachery  of  Omichund  increafe. 

Mr.  Scrafton  therefore  undertook  to  get  him  away  to  Calcutta,  and 
under  the  pretext  of  folicitude  for  his  fafety,  propofed  that  Omichund 
Ihould  accompany  him  thither  without  delay,  alleging,  that  his  age 
and  the  habits  of  his  life  would  not  permit  him  to  make  his  efcape  on 
horfeback  in  the  hour  of  confulion  and  danger,  when  the  flight  of 
Mr.Watts  would  convince  the  Nabob  that  the  Englilh  Intended  war, 
and  when  his  utmofi:  vengeance  would  be  excited  againfi:  all  their 
adherents.  But  avarice  is  the  mofi:  inflexible  of  the  vices;  and  Omi- 
chund, not  having  received  more  than  half  of  his  plundered  money 
from  the  treafury,  requefled  Mr.  Scrafton  to  wait  until  he  had  got 
the  whole.  Mr.  Watts  imputed  this  delay  to  another  motive,  think- 
ing that  he  wanted  to  remain  in  the  city  until  Roydoolub  Ihould  re- 
turn fromiPlafly,  that  they  might  fettle  between  them  the  fcheme 
of  purloining  as  much  as  polfible  of  the  Nabob’s  treafures.  To 
countera6l  his  repugnance,  whatlbever  might  be  the  caule,  Mr. 

Scrafton  alTured  him,  that  Colonel  Clive  intended  to  employ  him  as 
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the  principal  agent  of  the  Engllfh  in  their  affairs  with  the  future 
government  after  the  revolution  ; and  that  the  emoluments  of  this 
office  would  amply  compenfate,  whatfoever  he  might  relinquiffi  or 
lofe  by  his  immediate  departure.  At  length  he  confented  to  go,  but 
it  was  neceffary,  and  Teemed  difficult  to  obtain  the  Nabob’s  confent, 
as  he  relied  principally  upon  Omichund  for  intelligence  concerning 
the  proceedings  and  views  of  the  Englifh.  But  Omichund  himfelf 
folved  the  difficulty,  by  advifing  Mr.  Scrafton  to  demand  of  the 
Nabob  the  prefent  which  he  had  intended  to  give  to  the  Englifh 
commanders  at  the  conclufion  of  the  peace  in  February  ; in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  the  Nabob  fufpe^iing  the  fecret  had  been  difclofed 
by  Omichund,  would  immediately  hold  him  in  as  much  deteftation, 
as  he  had  hitherto  regarded  him  with  favour.  Accordingly  this  fcene 
W'as  a61:ed.  The  Nabob  denied  the  promife.  Omichund  pretended 
to  be  terrified  ; and  the  Nabob  being  really  irritated,  told  Mr.  Scraf- 
ton that  he  might  carry  him  wherefoever  he  pleafed. 

Mr.  Scrafton  remained  three  days  longer  in  the  city  in  expe6lation 
of  the  return  of  Meer  Jaffier  from  Plaffy.  Meer  Jaffier  arrived  on 
the  30th,  and  vifited  the  Nabob,  who,  having  no  further  need  of  his 
immediate  fervice,  treated  him  with  infolence.  The  frown  of  de- 
fpotifm  is  always  dreadful  ; and  Meer  Jaffier  returned  to  his  palace, 
convinced  of  impending  danger,  infomuch  that  he  was  afraid  of 
conferring  in  private  with  Mr.  Scrafton,  who  vifited  him  in  the  after- 
noon, but  received  him  in  the  hall  of  public  audience  ; on  which 
Scrafton  left  the  city  that  evening. 

He  was  accompanied  by  Omichund.  They  proceeded  in  palan- 
quins ; but  when  Scrafton  arrived  at  Coffimbuzar,  he  miffed  his  com- 
panion ; on  which  he  flopped  and  difpatched  meffengers  to  the  city, 
who  found  the  old  man  fitting  at  midnight  in  the  Nabob’s  treafury, 
follciting  Moonloll  for  lome  more  of  the  money  which  the  Nabob 
had  ordered  to  be  reflored  to  him  in  reward  for  his  flory  concerning 
Buffy  ; but  finding  that  Moonloll  would  give  him  nothing  but  pro- 
mifes,  and  preffed  by  the  meffengers,  he  returned  with  them  and  re- 
joined Mr.  Scrafton  at  two  in  the  morning.  Continuing  their  jour- 
ney, Ml.  Scrafton  fell  afleep,  and  w'aking  at  day-break,  miffed  his 
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Companion  again ; and  not  knowing  where  to  feek  him,  flopped  and  1 75 7. 
waited  on  the  high  road  until  three  in  the  afternoon,  when  Omichund 
rejoined  him  again.  He  had  been  to  vifit  Roydoolub  at  the  camp  at 
Plafley,  who  had  told  him  that  no  fljpulation  had  been  made  for 
him  in  the  ag-reements  with  hleer  Taflier.  Omichund  therefore 

O 

tjuellioned  Mr.  Scrafton  with  much  Iharpnefs  and  fufpicion  ; but 
now  the  truth  itfelf  ferved  to  deceive  him  ; for  Mr.  Scrafton  told  . 
him,  that  Roydoolub  could  not  know  any  thing  of  that  ftipulation, 
fince  Mr.  Watts  had  not  yet  communicated  the  treaty  ultimately 
adjufled  by  the  felefl  committee  even  to  Mecr  Jaffier  himfelf.  This 
aj)peafed  his  anxieties,  and  they  continued  the  reft  of  their  journey 
without  interruj)tion.  On  the  8th  they  arrived  at  Calcutta,  wTere 
Omichund  was  received  by  Colonel  Clive,  and  the  other  members 
of  the  fcletft  committee,  with  much  dilTemblcd  cordiality,  which, 
however,  could  not  entirely  efface  the  impreffion  which  the  words 
of  Roydoolub  had  made  in  his  mind;  in  confequence  of  which  he 
bribed  the  Perfian  feribe  of  the  council,  to  inform  him  if  any  deceit 
to  his  detriment  fhould  appear  in  the  treaty,  when  ratified  by  Meer 
Jaffier  in  the  Perfian  language. 

The  palace  in  which  Meer  Jaffier  refided,  is  fituated  on  tlie  fouthern 
extremity  of  Muxadavad,  on  the  ifland  of  Coftimbuzar.  The  Nabob 
refided  in  a palace  called  Heraut-jeel,  in  the  middle  of  the  city, 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  river.  Both  palaces  fland  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  are  fortified  with  tow'ers,  and  were  provided  with  cannon. 

Meer  Jaffier,  at  his  return  from  the  Nabob,  had  requefted  all  the 
officers  on  whofe  attachment  he  relied,  to  keep  their  troops  in 
readinefs  to  defend  his  palace.  In  the  fame  evening  he  lent  a 
Irufty  melfehger  to  Mr.  Watts,  to  whom  IMr.  Watts  delivered 
the  two  treaties,  real  and  fiefitious,  together  with  the  feparate 
article  of  cjonation  to  the  fquadron,  army,  and  committee,  and  ex- 
plained the  intention  of  deceiving  Omichund  by  the  fictitious  treaty  ; 
requefting,  that  all  the  three  papers  might  be  ratified,  and  returned 
to  him  without  delay.  But  Meer  Jaffier  having  jiromifed  Roydoolub 
to  conclude  nothing  without  his  participation,  deferred  the  ratifica- 
tion until  his  return  from  Piaffy;  which  was,  however,  only  a delay 
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of  two  days;  for  Roydoolub  came  to  the  city  on  the  third  of  June. 
He  being  informed  of  the  flipuiations,  objefted  thut  all  the  money 
in  the  Nabob’s  trcaiury  was  not  fufficient  to  anfwer  them,  and  pro- 
pofed  as  a jufc  cipmpromife,  that  whatfoever  might  be  found  lliould 
be  equally  divided  between  the  Nabob  and  the  Englilh.  Mr.  Watts 
neverthelefs  would  not  recede  from  any  of  the  fums  which  had  been 
Ifipulated,  and  reprefented  to  him,  that  if  an  equal  divifion  was  eha- 
bliihed,  the  Englifh  could  not  allow  the  ufual  com  million  of  live  in 
the  hundred  to  the  officer  who  Ihould  be  appointed  to  manage  the 
bulinels  of  the  treafury ; but  proffered  this  office  with  that  emolument 
to  him,  provided  he  would  content  to  all  their  demands.  This  argu- 
ment prevailed;  Roydoolub  relinquilhed  his  objedlions,  and  Meer 
Jaffier  figned  the  treaties  on  the  fourth  of  June.  On  the  fame  day 
the  Nabob,  not  from  any  fufpicion  of  the  confederacy,  but  from  his 
pre-conceived  averfion  to  Meer  Jaffier,  ordered  him  to  refign  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  to  an  officer  named  Coja  Haddec. 

It-flill  remained  neceffary  that  Meer  Jaffier  ffiould  take  an  oath  to 
obferve  the  treaties.  Mr.  Watts  therefore  propofed  an  interview  ; 
which  Jaffier  wilhed  likewife;  but  objefted,  that  they  could  not  meet 
without  great  rifque  of  difeovery,  fince  his  palace  w^as  frridly  watched 
by  the  fpies  of  the  Nabob.  However,  Mr.  Watts,  relying  on  the 
iidelity  of  his  own  domeftics,  and  on  the  manners  of  the  country, 
went  in  the  afternoon  from  his  own  houfe  in  a covered  palankin, 
fuch  as  carry  women  of  diffinftion,  and  paffecl  without  interruption 
to  Jaffier’s  palace  ; who,  with  his  foil  Meerum,  received  him  in  one 
of  the  apartments  of  his  feraglio,  into  which  the  bearers  carried  the 
palanquin.  Here  they  conferred  without  the  rilk  of  obfervation. 
jMeer  Jafher  confeffed  that  the  number  of  troops  on  whofe  fervice  he 
could  entirely  rely,  did  not  exceed  3000  horle  ; but  expedled  that 
feveral  other  commanders,  whom  he  knew  to  be  diffatislied  with  the 
Nabob,  \vould  turn  againff  him  in  the  day  of  battle.  At  all  events, 
he  defired  that  the  Englilh  troops  w'ould  immediately  take  the  field, 
promifing,  that  if  the  Nabob  Ihould  determine  to  defend  the  city, 
he  would  attack  his  palace  as  foon  as  they  appeared  in  fight : if  the 
conteft  was  to  be  decided  by  a battle  on  the  plain,  he  would  regulate 
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liis  coiicluft  according  to  the  flation  which  lie  fhould  chance  to 
occupy;  it  in  the  van,  he  would,  on  the  approach  of  the  Englifh, 
beat  his  great  drum,  difplay  his  ftandard,  march  oft  with  all  the 
troops  under  his  command,  and  join  them  on  the  right  ; if  on  either 
of  the  wings,  or  in  the  rear,  he  would  difplay  a v/hite  flag,  charge 
the  main  body  of  the  Nabob’s  army  as  foon  as  the  Englifh  began  the 
attack,  and  endeavour  to  take  the  Nabob  prifoner.  After  thefe  ex- 
planations, he  gave  his  full  afl'ent  to  the  terms  of  the  real  treaty,  and 
to  v\'hatlbe\^er  other  donations  had  been  ftipulated;  then  placing  the 
Koran  on  his  own  head,  and  his  hand  on  the  head  of  his  fon,  whilft 
INlr.  Watts  held  the  papers  open  before  him,  he  fwore  with  great 
folemnitv,  that  he  would  faithfully  perform  all  he  had  promifed. 
They  then  refolved,  that  Omar-beg,  one  of  his  officers  who  had 
lately  carried  feveral  meflTages  between  Jaffier  and  Mr.  Watts, 
fhould  immediately  proceed  with  the  treaties  to  Calcutta  ; and  Mr. 
Watts  returned  as  he  came,  undifeovered.  Having  brought  this 
dangerous  negotiation  to  a concluflon,  no  other  affairs  required  his 
prefence  at  Muxadavad  ; but  as  his  retreat  would  leave  the  Nabob 
without  a doubt  of  the  hoflile  intentions  of  the  Englifh,  he  deter- 
mined to  remain  feemingly  in  his  power  until  the  lafl:  extremity, 
and,  in  the  mean  time,  to  make  fuch  preparations  as  would  fecure 
his  fliojht. 

O • 

The  public  treaty  as  written  in  Perfic,  and  figned  by  Meer  Jaffier, 
is  thus  tranflated  ; “ I fwear  by  God,  and  the  Prophet  of  God,  to 
“ abide  by  the  terms  of  this  treaty  whilfl:  I have  life.”  Thefe  words 
were  written  by  Meer  Jaffier  in  his  own  hand,  and  underfigned  by 
him  with  his  name.  The  following  were  as  ufual  in  the  hand  of  a 
feribe.  “ Treaty  made  with  Admiral  Watfon,  Colonel  Clive,  and 
“ the  other  counfellors,  Mr.  Drake  and  Mr.  Watts. — Article  I. 

Whatever  articles  were  agreed  to  in  the  time  of  peace  with  the 
“ Nabob  Surajah  Dowlah,  I agree  to  comply  with. — II.  The  ene- 
“ mies  of  the  Englifh  are  my  enemies,  whether  they  be  Indians  or 

Europeans. — III.  All  the  etfecls  and  fadlories  belonging  to  the 
“ French  in  the  province  of  Bengal,  the  paradife  of  nations,  and 
“ Bahar,  and  Orixa,  fhall  remain  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Englifh, 

X 2 “ nor 
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“ nor  will  I ever  allow  them  any  more  to  fettle  in  the  three  pro- 
“ vinces. — IV.  In  confideration  of  the  Ioffes  which  the  Englilh 
“ company  have  fuftained  by  the  capture  and  plunder  of  Calcutta 
“ by  the  Nabob,  and  the  charges  occafioned  by  the  maintenance  of 
“ the  forces,  I will  give  them  one  crore  of  rupees.-— V.  For  the 
“ effedls  plundered  from  the  Englifli  inhabitants  at  Calcutta,  I agree 
“ to  give  fifty  lacks  of  rupees. — \"I.  For  tl^e  effedls  plundered  from 
“ the  Gentoos,  Moors,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  twenty 
“ lacks  of  rupees  fhall  be  given. — VII.  For  the  efiefts  plundered 
“ from  the  Armenian  inhabitants  of  Calcutta,  I will  give  the  film  of 
“ feven  lacks  of  rupees.  The  diflribution  of  the  fums  allotted  to 
“ the  Englifh,  Gentoo,  Moor,  and  other  inhabitants  of  Calcutta^ 
“ fhall  be  left  to  Admiral  Watfon,  Colonel  Clive,  Roger  Drake,. 
“ William  Watts,  James  Kilpatrick,  and  Richard  Becher.,  Ef- 
“ quires,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  them,  to  whom  they  think  proper. — 
“ VIII.  Within  the  ditch,  which  furrounds  the  borders  of  Calcutta, 
“ are  tradfs  of  land  belonging  to  feveral  Zemindars  : befides  thefe, 
“ I will  grant  to  the  Englifh  company  600  yards  without  the  ditch. 
“ — IX.  All  the  land  lying  fouth  of  Calcutta,  as  far  as  Culpee, 
“ fhall  be  under  the  Zemindary  of  the  Englifh  company ; and  all 
“ the  officers  of  thefe  parts  fhall  be  under  their  jurifdidfion.  The 
“ revenues  to  be  paid  by  the  company  in  the  fame  manner  as  other 
“ Zemindars. — X.  Whenever  I demand  the  affiflance  of  the  Englifh, 
“ I will  be  at  the  charge  of  the  maintenance  of  their  troops. — XL 
“ I will  not  eredl  any  new  fortifications  near  the  river  Ganges,  be- 
“ low  Hughley. — XII.  As  fbon  as  I am  eftablifhed  in  the  three  pro- 
“ vinces,  the  aforefaid  fums  fhall  be  faithfully  paid.  Dated  the 
“ 1 5th  of  the  month  of  Ramazan  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  prefent 
“ reign.”  The  treaty,  written  and  figned  by  the  Englifh,  contained 
the  fenfe  of  all  thefe  articles,  but  not  expreffed  in  the  fame  words  ; 
audit  likewife  had  one  more  of  the  followffiig  tenor  : — “ XIII.  On 
“ condition  Meer  Jaffier  Cawm  Bahadar  folemnly  ratifies  and  fivears 
“ to  fulfil  the  above  articles.  We  the  underwritten  do,  for  and  in 
“ the  behalf  of  the  honourable  Eafl  India  company,  declare  on  tho 
“ holy  evangelifls,  and  before  God,  that  we  will  affifl  Meer  Jaf- 

“ fier 
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“ fier  Cawn  Bahadar  with  our  whole  utmoft  force,  to  obtain  the  1757. 
“ Subahfhip  of  the  provinces  of  Bengal,  Bahar,  and  Orixa,  and 
“ further  that  we  will  affift  him  to  the  utmoft  againft  all  his  ene- 
“ mies  whatever,  whenfoever  he  calls  upon  us  for  that  purpofe, 

“ provided  that  when  he  becomes  the  Nabob,  he  fulfils  the  above 
“ articles.”  This  treaty  was  figned  by  Admiral  Watfon,  Mr.  - 
Drake,  the  governor  of  Calcutta,  Colonel  Clive,  Mr.  Watts, 

Major  Kilpatrick,  and  Mr.  Becher.  The  donations  to  the  army, 
fquadron,  and  committee,  were  written  in  another  treaty. 

Omarbeg  with  the  treaties  arrived  at  Calcutta  on  the  lolh,  and 
explained  the  intentions  of  Jaffier  to  the  feledl  committee,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  Jaffier  had  explained  them  to  Mr.  Watts.  The 
troops  of  Jaffier,  without  the  affiftance  of  others  who  might  join 
him,  were  deemed  fully  fufficient  to  affiire  the  fuccefs  of  the  enter- 
prize,  provided  they  a6led  with  vigour.  But  he  had  hitherto  be- 
haved with  fo  much  irrefolution,  that  Clive  began  to  fufpedl  he 
would  failflill  more  in  the  hour  of  dangey.  However,  it  was  necef- 
fary  either  to  proceed  to  immediate  aflion,  or  entirely  relinquiffi  the 
confederacy  ; for  the  fecret  had  inadvertently  been  revealed,  and 
began  to  be  the  public  talk  even  of  the  common  foldiers  at  Calcutta 
and  Chandernagore.  It  was  therefore  determined  to  commence 
hoflilities  without  delay.  Omichund  was  on  the  watch  to  learn  the 
refolutions  of  this  council,  and  the  real  purport  of  the  treaties  ; but 
the  governor  having  entertained  fome  fufpicions  of  the  feribe  whom 
Omichund  had  bribed,  only  entrufted  him  with  the  fidlitious  treaty, 
in  which  the  ftipulation  in  favour  of  Omichund  was  inferted  ; who* 
being  fatisfied  with  the  report  of  the  feribe,  refolved  to  proceed  ’ 
with  the  army  to  Muxadavad. 

On  the  1 2th,  the  troops  which  were  at  Calcutta,  with  150  failors 
from  the  fquadron,  proceeded  and  joined  that  part  of  the  arm.y  which 
was  quartered  at  Chandernagore.  All  the  necelTary  preparations  had 
been  made,  and  the  whole  army  began  their  march  from  Chander- 
nagore on  the  next  day,  leaving  100  of  the  failors  to  garrifon  this 
fort,  that  every  foldier  might  ferve  in  the  field.  The  Europeans 
with  the  field-pieces,  ftores  and  ammunition,  proceeded  in  200  boats,.- 

w’hichi 
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Avhicli  were  towed  by  the  Indian  rowers  againft  the  ftream  ; for  the 
tide  flows  no  farther  than  Hughley.  The  Sepoys  marched  in  fight 
of  the  boats  along  the  high  road  made  by  the  Mogul  government, 
and  continuing  from  Hughley  to  Patna.  The  Nabob  entertaining 
llifpicions  of  Nuncomar,  had  lately  fent  a new  governor  to  Hugh- 
ley, who  threatened  to  oppofe  the  paflage  of  the  boats  ; but  the 
twenty-gun  fhip  coming  up  and  anchoring  before  his  fort,  and  a me- 
nacing letter  from  Colonel  Clive,  deterred  him  from  that  refolulioii. 
As  foon  as  the  army  left  Chandernagore,  Colonel  Clive  fent  away 
two  of  the  Nabob’s  meflengers,  who  were  in  his  camp,  with  a letter 
of  the  following  purport  : “ That  the  Nabob  had  ufed  every  fub- 
“ terfuge  to  evade  the  accomplifhment  of  the  treaty  of  February  ; 

that  he  had  in  four  months  reftored  only  a fifth  part  of  the  eflefts 
“ he  had  plundered  from  the  Englifli  ; that  he  had  fcarcelv  made 
peace,  before  he  invited  Mr.  BufiTy  to  come  from  the  Dccan,  and 
affifl:  him  in  extirpating  them  once  more  out  of  his  dominions  ; 
“ that  the  party  of  French  troops,  with  Mr.  Law,  were  at  this  very 
“ time  maintained  at  his  expence  within  loo  miles  of  his  capital : 
“ that  he  had,  on  groundlefs  fufpicions,  infulted  the  Englilh  ho- 
“■  nour  ; at  one  time  fending  troops  to  examine  their  fadlory  at 
“ Coffimbuzar ; at  another,  driving  their  Vacqueel  with  difgrace 
“ out  of  his  prefence  : that  he  had  promifed  a fum  of  gold  rupees  ; 
“ then  denied  that  promife  ; and  then  fent  Omichund  from  the 
“ city,  under  pretence  that  it  was,  he  who  had  deceived  the  Englifli 
commanders  in  that  bufinefs.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Englifli 
“ had  bore  all  thefe  injuries  patiently,  and  had  even  taken  the  field 
“ to  affifl;  him  when  alarmed  by  the  approach  of  the  Pitans  ; but 
“ at  length  feeing  no  other  remedy,  their  army  was  now  march- 
“ ing  to  Muxadavad,  where  they  intended  to  refer  their  complaints 
“ to  the  decifion  of  the  principal  officers  of  his  government, 
“ namely  Meer  Jaffier,  Rcydoolub,  the  Sea/s,  Meer  Murdeen,  and 
“ Moonloll  ; to  which  arbitration  it  was  hoped  that  he  would  ac- 
“ quiefee,  and  fpare  the  effufion  of  blood.” 

Monickchund,  the  late  governor  of  Calcutta,  having  received  fome 
hints  of  the  confederacy  from  Omichund,  had  proffered  his  alliance 
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to  Meer  Jaffier.  The  Seats  had  fecured  Yar  Khan  Lattey,  and  fe- 
veral  other  commanders  had  promifed  their  aflidance  in  the  hour  of 
need,  although  they  dill  appeared  dutiful  to  the  Nabob.  Ail  thefe, 
whether  Geiitoos  or  Mahometans,  confirmed  th^^:)rofefrions  by  the 
ufual  oaths  of  their  religions.  The  Nabob,  receiving  fome  confufed 
intelligence  of  thefe  praftices,  prepared  to  attack  the  palace  of  Jaffier. 
MelTagcs  of  threat  and  defiance  paded  betv/een  them  from  the  8tii 
to  the  I ith,  when  letters  from  Calcutta  fpread  a report  in  the  city, 
that  the  Engliffi  were  confederated  with  Jaffier;  to  which,  however,, 
the  Nabob  did  not  leem  to  give  credit  ; but  Jaffier  concluding  that 
he  mud  believe  what  w^as  fo  true,  fent  a medage  to  Mr.  Watts,  on 
the  I ith,  advifing  him  to  make  his  efcapc  without  delay.  Mr.  Watts 
was  prepared,  and  all  the  Engliffi  property  and  foldiers  had  been  fent 
away  from  the  fatlory  at  Coffimbuzar.  ISeverthelels  he  determined 
to  wait  dill  longer,  in  expeftation  of  a letter  from  Clive  authorizing 
his  departure.  lie,  however,  immediately  fent  away  the  Armenian 
Petrus,  who  had  been  the  mod  confidential  'of  his  agents  in  the 
Gonfpiracy,  and  Jaffier  fent  one  of  his  own  domcdics  with  Petrus  ; 
both  were  indiu6i:ed  to  prefs  Colonel  Clive  to  begin  liis  march. 
Notwithdanding  feveral  other  warnings,  Mr.  Watts  pcrfevered  until 
the  13th,  when  Jaffier  informed  him  there  was  no  longer  any 
fafety,  fince  the  Nabob’s  artillery  would  begin  to  fire  upon  his  pa- 
lace the  next  morning  : upon  this  Mr.  Watts  immediately  left  his 
houfe  in  the  city,  travelling  in  his  palankin  towards  the  Engliffi 
fa6Iory  at  Coffimbuzar,  where  he  had  lately  been  feveral  times  on 
pretence  of  bufinefs.  There  remained  Mr.  Collet,  Mr.  Sykes,  and  a 
furgeon,  who  were  to  make  their  efcape  with  him,  and  they  had 
refided  for  fome  time  at  a country-houfe  called  Maudipore,  about 
two  miles  to  the  fbuth  of  Coffimbuzar. 

Mr.  Watts,  dopping  at  the  faftory  of  Cofifimbuzar,  ordered  the 
domedics  to  prepare  a fupper,  telling  them,  that  he  ffiould  return 
in  the  evening  with  thofe  at  Maudipore,  to  which  he  then  proceeded. 
There  was  in  his  retinue  an  Ufbeg  Tartar,  named  IMirza  Shah  Buz- 
beg,  who  had  ferved  many  years  in  different  armies,  was  an  excellent 
horfeman,.  and  on  all  occafions  void  of  fear ; he  had  attached  liim- 

felf' 
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fclf  with  much  fidelity  to  Mr.  Watts,  in  return  for  Tome  feiwices 
which  Mr.  Watts  had  rendered  him  eight  years  before  at  Patna,  and 
now  accompanied  his  flight.  The  four  Englifhmen  and  the  T'artar, 
armed  with  plfloK^mounted  their  hoifes  atMaudipore  about  an  hour 
■before  iunfet  : they  were  accompanied  by  fome  dog-keej)ers  leading 
greyhounds,  and  each  horfeman  was,  likewife,  attended  by  his  groom 
on  foot.  This  I'ervant  in  India  is,  by  habit,  capable  of  keeping 
pace -for  leveral  hours  with  the  horfe,  although  going  at  a great 
rate.  Having  proceeded  at  a gentle  pace  on  the  plain,  until  they 
were  about  fix  miles  to -the  fouth,  they  fent  back  the  dog-keepers, 
laying,  that  tliey  thenilelves  would  return  leifurely  another  way. 
Immediately  after  this  they  met  two  Coflids,  or  meffengers,  dlf- 
patched  by  Colonel  Clive,  with  a letter  to  Mr.  Watts,  permitting 
him  to  leave  Muxadavad,  if  nothing  more  required  his  flay.  It 
being  now  dark  they  quitted  the  road,  and  flruck  to  the  left, 
where  the  country  at  fome  diflance  was  uninhabited,  and  covered 
with  thickets,  along  the  Ikirt  of  which  they  proceeded  to  the  fouth, 
as  fafl:  as  they  could,  until  they  thought  themlelves  30  miles  from 
Coffimbuzar.  Thej  then  turned  to  the  well:,  and  about  midnight 
came  to  the  village  of  Aguadeep,  fituated  on  the  bank  of  the  river. 
At  the  entrance  of  the  village  was  a party  of  the  Nabob’s  horfe, 
picketed  on  each  fide  of  the  road  in  the  open  air  ; but  this  guard 
was,  as  ufual  at  this  feafon  of  the  night,  lb  fafl:  afleep,  that  not 
one  of  them  arofe  to  enquire  who  w'ere  come  amongfl  them. 
Having  paflTed  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  village,  they  difco- 
vered  two  fmall  boats,  which  were  only  capable  of  containing  the 
riders.  The  Tartar,  unwilling  to  lol'e  his  own  horle,  undertook  to 
fave  thofe  of  his  companions,  v^ho,  leaving  them  with  him,  imme- 
diately went  into  the  boats,  and  rowed  down  the  flream  about  eight 
miles,  to  the  point  where  the  Colfimbuear  and  Jelingeer  rivers 
unite:  here  they  found  a party  of  foldiers,with  fome  boats,  dlfpatched 
toefcort  them  to  the  army.  Having  thus  efcaped  out  of  the  reach  of 
danger,  they  took  Ibme  refrefhment,  and  continued  their  way  before 
d'av-break,  in  the  boats  with  the  foldiers  ; and  the  next  day,  at 
three  in  the  afternoon,  joined  the  army  at  Culnah,  a town  about  1 5 

miles 
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miles  to  the  north  of  Hughley.  Mr.  Watts,  immediately  on  his  ar-  i 757. 
rival,  lent  back  one  of  his  own  meiTengers,  who  chanced  to  be  in  the  juneT 
camj),  to  Muxadavad,  with  intelligence  of  his  own  fafety,  and  of 
the  approach  of  the  army.  The  Armenian  Petrus,  with  the  meffen- 
ger  from  Meer  Jaffier  arrived  the  fame  day.  The  Tartar,  with  the 
grooms,  loon  found  a boat  in  w hich  they  embarked,  and  holding  the 
horfes  with  the  bridles  lengthened,  fvvam  them  all  fafely  acrofs  the 
river  ; they  joined  the  army  the  day  after  Mr.  Watts. 

Intelligence  of  their  flight  was  carried  to  the  Nabob  early  in  the 
morning  after  their  departure,  juft  as  he  was  about  to  commence 
hoftilitles  agalnft  Meer  Jaffier  The  information  overw'hclmed  him 
with  aftonifhment  and  terror;  for  it  convinced  him  at  once  of  what 
he  had  hitherto  difbelieved,  that  the  Engllfli  were  confederated  with 
jaffier:  and  feeing  now  the  whole  extent  of  his  danger,  magnified 
by  his  own  timidity,  he  determined,  if  poffible,  to  feparate  their 
union  ; and  immediately  revoking  the  orders  to  attack  Jaffier,  he 
employed  emlffaries  to  treat  with  him.  At  the  fame  time  feveral 
of  the  Nabob’s  officers,  on  whofe  friendfhip  Jaffier  relied,  were  ex- 
horting him  to  a reconciliation;  to  which  he  feemingly  agreed,  but, 
either  through  fufpicion  or  fcorn,  reftifed  to  vifit  the  Nabob.  Such 
an  objedlion  at  any  other  feafon  w’ould  have  excluded  all  further  in- 
tercourfe ; but  the  Nabob,  relinqulfhing  his  ftate,  v/ent  to  the  pa- 
lace of  Jaffier  Mnth  a retinue  not  fufficient  to  give  umbrage.  This 
vifit  produced  an  agreement,  faiuftified,  as  ufual,  by  mutual  oaths 
on  the  Koran.  Jaffier  promifed  neither  to  join  or  give  affiftanceto 
the  Engllfh  in  the  Impending  conteft ; the  Nabob  to  permit  him  as 
foon  as  peace  fhould  be  reftored,  to  retire  uninolefted  out  of  the  pro- 
vince with  his  family  and  treafures.  This  interview  was  on  the 
15th,  and  j)recarious  as  the  reconciliation  was,  it  elated  the  Nabob 
fo  much,  that  he  immediately  wrote  in  term^  of  defiance  to  colonel 
Clive,  although  he  had  not  received  the  manifefto  fraught  with.ac- 
cufations,  which  Clive  had  difpatched  to  him  on  leaving  Chander- 
nagore.  “ He  reproached  the  Englifh,  in  the  fliarpeft  invedfives, 

**  with  the  flight  of  IMr.  Watts.  Sufpicion,”  he  faid,  “ that  fome 
**  trick  was  intended,  had  been  the  real  caufe  which  had  induced 
VoL.  II.  \ “ him 
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“ him  to  keep  his  army  fo  long  at  Plafly  ; but  God  and  the  Prophet 
“ would  punilTi  thole  by  whom  the  treaty  was  violated.”  He  at 
the  fame  time  ordered  his  whole  army,  In  which  were  now  included 
the  troops  of  Jaffier,  to  affemble  with  the  utinoft  diligence  at  their 
former  encampments  at  Plalfy,  and  fent  orders  to  Mr.  Law,  who 
was  waiting  with  his  party  at  Boglipore,  to  come  to  his  alfiftance 
with  the  utmolh  expedition. 

The  En2:lilh  army  arrived  and  halted  on  the  i6th  at  Patlec,  a 
town  on  the  weftern  Ihore  of  the  river  of  Coffimbuzar,  about  fix 
miles  above  the  jundion  of  this  with  the  Jelingeer  river.  Twelve 
miles  above  Patlee,  on  the  fame  Ihore,  is  the  fort  of  Cutwah ; the 
walls  of  which  were  only  of  mud  ; but  it  commanded  the  paffage 
of  the  river.  The  governor  of  this  fort  had  promifed  to  furrender 
after  a little  pretended  refinance,  and  Major  Coote  was  fent  forward 
on  the  I yth  with  200  Europeans,  500  Sepoys,  one  field-piece,  and 
a fmall  mortar,  to  fummon  the  place.  The  town  of  Cutwah  lies 
about  3Q0  yards  fouth  of  the  fort,  and  is  feparated  from  it  by  the 
Agey,  a river  which  takes  rile  in  the  high  lands  of  Berbohin. 
The  detachment  landed  at  midnight,  and  found  the  town  abandoned; 
but  not  being  able  to  make  ufe  either  of  the  field-piece  or  mortar, 
becaufe  fome  of  their  appurtenances  had  been  left  behind,  remained 
quiet  until  day-break,  when  Major  Coote  went  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  waved  a white  flag,  which  for  fome  time  was  anfwered 
only  by  fliot.  However,  the  governor  at  length  came  down  to  the 
oppofite  bank,  but  inflcad  of  compliance,  defied  the  attack.  As  foon 
as  he  was  returned  into  the  fort,  the  Sepoys  crolfed  the  river,  and, 
under  Ihelter  of  a ridge,  fired  upon  the  ramparts,  whilfl:  the  Euro- 
peans marched  to  the  left,  in  order  to  ford  at  fome  diflance  from  the 
fort.  As  foon  as  the  garrilbn  faw  them  entering  the  river,  they  let 
fire  to  a Ihed  of  matts,  which  had  been  raifed  to  proted  the  walls 
from  the  lun  and  rain,  and  as  foon  as  all  parts  were  in  a blaze,  they 
made  their  efcape  to  the  northward,  Within  the  fort,  and  in  fe- 
veral  granaries  in  the  neighbourhood,  was  found  as  much  rice  as 
would  fuflain  10,000  men  for  a year.  The  main  body  of  the  army 
arrived  at  Cutwah  in  the  evening,  and  encamped  on  the  plain  ; 
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but  the  next  day  the  rainy  feafbn  began  with  fuch  violence,  that  1757. 
they  were  obliged  to  ftrike  their  tents,  and  fhelter  themfelyes  in 
the  huts  and  houfes  of  the  town. 

The  Nabob’s  troops  feeing  in  the  impending  warfare  no  profije6l 
of  plunder,  as  in  the  facking  of  Calcutta,  and  much  more  danger, 
claraoroufly  refufed  to  quit  the  city,  until  the  arrears  of  their  pay 
W'ere  difcharged  : this  tumult  lafted  three  days,  nor  was  it  appealed 
until  they  had  obtained  a large  diftribution  of  money.  Colonel  Clive 
had  difj^atched  a letter  every  day  fince  he  left  Chandernagore,  in- 
forming Meer  Jaffier  of  his  progrefs  and  ftations,  but  he  had  hither- 
to received  only  one  letter  from  Jaffier,  which  arriv'edon  the  r 7th,  and 
was  dated  the,  day  before.  In  this  Jaffier  acknowledged  his  feeming 
reconciliation  with  the  Nabob,  and  his  oath  not  to  affift  the  Englifh 
againfl:  him  ; but  faid,  neverthelefs',  that  the  purport  of  his  covenant 
with  them  muft  be  carried  into  execution.  This  ambiguous  com- 
munication, at  fo  decifive  a time,  made  Colonel  Clive  fufpeft  that 
he  might  betray  the  Englifh,  by  leaguing  with  the  Nabob,  and  de-  - 
termined  him  not  to  crofs  the  river  into  the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar 
, until  this  doubt  fhould  be  removed.  The  two  next  days  paffed  in 
difappointed  expectations  of  farther  intelligence  ; but,  on  the  20th, 
returned  the  meffenger  whom  Mr.  Watts  had  difpatched  to  Muxa- 
. davad  on  his  arrival  at  Culnah.  He  reported,  that  he  had  been  in- 
troduced to  Meer  Jaffier  and  his  fon  Meirum,  in  a pri\'ate  court  of 
their  palace,  into  which,  as  foon  as  they  began  to  queflion  him, 
came  fome  other  perfons,  whom  he  fuppofed  to  belong  to  the  Na- 
bob; for  as  foon  as  they  appeared,  Meirum  threatened  to  cut  off  his 
head  as  a-fpy,  and  the  heads  of  all  the  Englifh,  if  they  fhould  dare  to 
crofs  the  river  into  the  ifland.  From  this  report  no  confequences  could 
be  drawn;  but  in  the  evening  arrived  two  letters  from  Meer  Jaffier, 
dated  on  the  19th,  one  written  to  his  agent  Omarbeg,  who  was'in  the 
'Englifh  camp,  and  the  other  to  Colonel  Clive.  This  only  mentioned 
that  he  fhould  begin  his  march  that  day  from  the  city,  and  that  his 
tent  would  be  either  on  the  left  or  the  right  of  the  army,  from 
whence  he  promifed  to  fend  more  frequent  and  explicit  intelligence; 
having  hitherto  been  deterred  by  the  fear  of  difeovery,  as  guards 
were  ffationed  on  all  the  roads  to  intercept  all  meffengers.  His  let- 
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1757.  ter  to  Omarbeg  contained  feveral  particulars  of  the  reconciliation  be- 
tween  himfelf  and  the  Nabob,  and  gave  fome  account  of  the  flate  of 
the  army.  But  neither  letter  explained  his  own  defigns  in  the 
held,  or  propofed  any  plan  of  operations  for  the  Engiifharmy.  This 
communication,  therefore,  although  it  abated  Colonel  Clive’s  fuf- 
picions  of  Jaffier’s  treacherv,  did  not  confirm  him  in  any  reliance 
upon  his  refolution  or  affiftance  : and  much  confounded  by  this  per- 
plexity, as  well  as  by  the  danger  of  coming  to  aftion  without  horfc, 
of  which  the  Englilh  had  none,  he  wrote  the  fame  day  to  the  Ra- 
jah of  Burdawan,  who  was  difcontented  with  the  Nabob,  inviting 
him  to  join  them  with  liis  cavalry,  even  were  they  only  a thouland. 
But,  recolledting  that  the  princes  of  Indoftan  never  join  the  ftandard 
which  doubts  of  fuccefs,  his  anxieties  increafed  by  the  dread  of 
thofe  imputations,  to  which  he  forefaw  the  prefent  caution  of  his 
condu61:  would  be  expofed,  if,  after  having  engaged  the  public  wel- 
fare in  a projefl  of  fuch  importance  and  rifque,  he  fhouid  recede  from 
the  attempt  in  the  very  hour  of  event.  He,  therefore,  determined 
to  confult  his  officers,  and  affembled  them  the  next  day  in  council.. 
They  were  20,  and  he  propofed  to  their  confideration,  “ Whether 
“ the  army  ffiould  immediately  crofs  into  the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar, 
“ and  at  all  rifques  attack  the  Nabob  ? or  whether,  availing  them- 
“ felves  of  the  great  quantity  of  rice  which  they  had  taken  at  Cut- 
wah,  they  ffiould  maintain  themfelves  there  during  the  rainy 
“ feafon,  and  in  the  mean  time  invite  the  Morattoes  to  enter  the 
province  and  join  them  r”  Contrary  to  the  forms  ufually  praflifed 
in  councils  of  war,  of  taking  the  voice  of  the  youngeft  officer  fird, 
and  afcending  from  this  to  the  opinion  of  the  prelident.  Colonel 
Cliv  e gave  his  ow  n opinion  lirfl,  which  was,  “ to  remain  at  Cut- 
wah  and  then  defcended  to  the  lowed  according  to  the  ffic- 
ceffion  of  rank.  The  Majors  Kilpatrick  and  Grant  were  of  the  fame 
opinion  as  himfelf,  but  Major  Coote  reafoned  otherw^ife..  He  faid, 
“ that  the  common  foldiers  were  at  prefent  confident  of  fuccefs ; 
‘‘  that  a flop  fo  near  the  enemy  would  naturally  quell  this  ardour, 
“ which  it  would  be  difficult  to  reftore  ; that  the  arrival  of  the 
“ French  troops  with  Mr.  Law  would  add  drength  to  the  Nabob’s 
“ force  and  vigour  to  his  councils ; that  they  would  furround  the 
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“ Englifh  army,  and  cnt  off  its  communication  with  Calcutta,  when  1/57* 
“ diftrefies  not  yet  forel'een  might  ruin  it  as  effe6lually  as  the  lofs  Jun^ 
“ of  a battle.  He  therefore  advifed,  that  they  fliould  either  ad- 
“ vance  and  decide  the  conteft  immediately,  or  immediately  return 
“ to  Calcutta.”  It  is  very  rare  that  a council  of  war  decides  for 
battle  ; for  as  the  commander  never  confults  his  officers  in  this  au- 
thentic form,  but  when  great  difficulties  are  to  be  furmounted,  the 
general  communication  increafes  the  fenfe  of  rifque  and  danger 
which  every  one  brings  with  him  to  the  confultation.  Thirteen 
officers  were  againft,  and  only  feven  voted  for  immediate  aiSlion.  The 
fandlion  of  this  council  in  no  wife' alleviated  the  anxieties  of  Clive  ; 
for,  as  foon  as  it  broke  up,  he  retired  alone  into  the  adjoining  grove, 
where  he  remained  near  an  hour  in  deep  meditation,  w’hich  con- 
vinced him  of  the  abfurdity  of  ftoppiiig  where  he  w^as  ; and  a6iing 
now  entirely  from  himfelf,  he  gave  orders,  on  his  return  to  his  quar- 
ters, that  the  army  ffiould  crofs  the  river  the  next  morning. 

The  fick  were  lodged  in  the  fort  of  Cutwah,  and  at  fun-rife,  on 
the  22d,  the  army  began,  to  pafs  : all  were  landed  on  the  oppohte 
ffiore  by  four  in  the  afternoon,  at  which  time  another  melfenger  ar- 
rived wdth  a letter  from  Jaffier,  which  had  likewife  been  difpatched: 
on  the  1 9th,  but  had  taken  bye-roads,  and  w'as  delayed  by  other  pre- 
cautions. The  purport  was,  “ That  the  Nabob  had  halted  at  Mun- 
“ carra,  a village  fix  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Coffimbuzar,  and  intended 
“ to  entrench  and  w’ait  the  event  at  that  place,  where  Jaffier  pro- 
“ pofed  that  the  Engliffi  ffiould  attack  him  by  flirprize,  marching 
“ round  by  the  inland  part  of  the  ifland.  Colonel  Clive  imme- 
diately fent  back  the  melfenger  with  this  anfwer,  “ That  he  ffiould 
“ march  to  Plalfy  without  delay,  and  w’ould  the  next  morning  ad- 
“ vance  fix  miles  farther  to  the  village  of  Daudpoor  ; but  if  Meer 
“ Jaffier  did  not  join  him  there,  he  wmuld  make  peace  with  the 
“ Nabob.”  Accordingly  tlie  troops  proceeded  before  fun-fet,  con- 
forming their  march  to  the  progrefs  of  the  boats,  which,' as  before, 
were  towed  againft  the  ftream  ; and  having,  by  unceafmg  toil,  ad- 
vanced fifteen  miles  in  eight  hours,  arrived  at  one  in  the  mornino- 
at  Plafly,.  The  army  immediately  took  polfeffion  of  the  adjoining 
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1757.  grove,  when,  to  their  great  furprize,  the  continual  found  of  drums, 
clarions,  and  cymbals,  which  always  accompany  the  night  Watches 
of  an  Indian  camp,  convinced  them  that  they  were  within  a mile 
of  the  Nabob’s  army.  His  intention  10  remain  at  Muncarra,  had 
arifen  from  a fuppohtion  that  the  Englifh  would  advance  imme- 
diately after  they  had  taken  Cutwah,  and  would  arrive  at  Plaffy 
before  his  own  could  get  there  ; but  as  foon  as  he  found  that  they 
\were  not  fo  adlive,  he  continued  his  march,  and  arrived  at  the  camp 
of  Plaffy  twelve  hours  before  them. 

The  guards  and  centinels  being  Rationed,  the  reft  of  the  troops 
were  permitted  to  take  reft.  The  foldier  flept  ; but  few.  of  the 
officers,  and  leaft  of  all  the  commander.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
def[)ondency  of  the  Nabob  increafed  as  the  hour  of  danger  approached. 
Sitting  in  his  tent  in  the  evening  of  his  arrival  at  the  camp,  it  chanced 
that  his  attendants  quitted  him  one  after  another  in  order  to  fay  their 
ufual  prayers  at  fun-fet,  until  they  left  him  quite  alone  ; w'hen  a 
common  fellow,  either  through  ignorance,  or  with  an  intention  to 
fteal,  entered  the  tent  unperceived,  until  he  was  difcovered  by  the 
Nabob;  who  ftarting  from  the  gloomy  reflections  in  which  he  was 
abforbed,  haftily  recalled  his  attendants  with  this  emphatic  excla- 
mation, “ Sure  they  fee  me  dead.” 

The  grove  of  Plaffy  extended  north  and  fouth  about  800  yards  in 
length,  and  300  in  breadth,  and  was  planted  with  mango-trees,  in 
regular  rows.  It  was  inclofed  by  a flight  bank  and  ditch,  but  the 
ditch  was  choaked  with  coarfe  weeds  and  brambles.  The  ano-Ie  to 
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the  fouth-weft  was  200  yards  from  the  river,  but  that  to  the  north- 
weft  not  more  than  50.  A little  to  the  north  of  the  grove,  and  on 
the  bank  of  the  river,  ftood  a hunting-houfe  of  the  Nabob’s,  encom- 
paffed  by  a garden-wall.  The  river,  a mile  before  it  reaches  this 
houfe,  curves  to  the  fouth-weft  nearly  in  the  fhape  of  an  horfe-fhoe, 
including  a peninfula  about  three  miles  in  circumference,  of  which 
the  neck,  from  the  ftream  to  the  ftream  again,  is  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a mile  acrofs.  About  300  yards  to  the  fouth  of  the  pe- 
ninfula, began  an  entrenchment,  which  Roydoolub  had  thrown  up 
to  fecure  his  camp  : the  fouthern  face,  fronting  the  grove  of'  Plafly, 
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extended  nearly  in  a ftraight  line,  about  200  yards  inland  from  the  1757. 
bank  of  the  river  ; and  then  turning  to  the  north-eaft  by  an  obtufe 
angle,  continued  nearly  in  this  diredlion  about  three  miles.  Within 
this  entrenchment  encamped  the  whole  army,  of  which  a part  like- 
wife  occu])ied  the  peninfula.  In  the  angle  was  raifed  a redoubt,  on 
which  cannon  were  mounted.  About  300  yards  to  the  eaft  of  this 
redoubt,  but  without  the  camp,  was  a hillock  covered  with  trees  ; 
and  800  yards  to  the  fouth  of  this  hillock  and  the  redoubt,  was  a 
fmall  tank  or  pond ; and  too  yards  farther  to  the  Ibuth  was  another, 
but  much  larger  tank  : both,  as  all  fuch  public  refervoirs  of  water  in 
Bengal,  were  lurrounded  by  a large  mound  of  earth  at  the  diftance 
of  Ibme  yards  from  the  margin  of  the  water. 

At  day-break,  the  enemy’s  army  iffuing  from  many  different  open- 
ings of  the  camp,  began  to  advance  towards  the  grove  ; 50,000  foot, 

18,000  horfe,  and  50  pieces  of  cannon.  The  greateft  part  of  the 
foot  were  armed  with  matchlocks,  the  refl  with  various  arms,  pikes, 
fwords,  arrows,  rockets.  The  cavalry,  both  men  and  horfes,  drawn 
from  the  northern  regions,  were  much  ftouter  than  any  which  ferve 
in  the  armies  of  Coromandel.  The  cannon  were  moftly  of  the 
largell>cahbres,  24  and  32  pounders;  and  thefe  were  mounted  on 
the  middle  of  a large  ftage,  raifed  fix  feet  from  the  ground,  carrying 
befides  the  cannon,  all  the  ammunition  belonging  to  it,  and  the 
gunnels  themfelves  who  managed  the  cannon,  on  the  ftage  itfelf. 

Thele  machines  were  drawn  by  40  or  50  yoke  of  white  oxen, 
of  the  largefl  fize,  bred  in  the  country  of  Purnea  ; and  behind  each 
cannon  walked  an  elephant,  trained  to  aflifl  at  difficult  tugs,  by 
fhoving  with  his  forehead  againfl  the  hinder  part  of  the  carriage. 

The  infantry  and  cavalry  marched  in  many  I'eparate  and  compadf 
bodies.  Forty  vagabond  Frenchmen  under  the  command  of  one 
Sinfray,  appeared  at  the  larger  tank,  that  nearefl  the  grove,  with 
four  pieces  of  light  cannon.  Two  larger  pieces  advanced  and  halted 
on  a line  with  this  tank,  clofe  to  the  bank  of  the  river.  Behind  thefe 
pods  5000  horfe  and  ycoo  foot  took  their  dation  under  the  com- 
mand of  Meer  Murdeen,  and  the  fon  of  Moonlol.  The  red  of  the 
army  in  large  colvmins  of  horl'e  and  foot  extended  in  a curve  from  the 

left 


174  Thk  ^Var  of  Bengal.  Book  VII. 

17^7.  left  of  the  hillock  near  their  camp,  to  the  ground  about  8co  yards 
call:  of  the  iouthern  angle  of  the  grove  of  Plaffj  ; and  in  this  part 
were  the  troops  of  Meer  JafEer,  Roydoolub,  and  Latty.  In  all  the 
openings  between  the  columns  were  interfperfed  the  artillery,  two, 
three,  and  four  pieces  together. 

Colonel  Clive,  viewnng  the  enemy’s  array  from  the  top  of  thehunt- 
ing-houfe,  was  furprized  at  their  numbers,  as  well  as  thefplendor  and 
confidence  of  their  array:  but  judging,  that  if  his  own  troops  remained 
in  the  gro\'e,  the  enemy  would  impute  the  caution  to  fear,  and  grow 
bolder,  he  drew  them  up  in  a line  with  the  hunting-houfe,  and 
facing  to  the  nearefl:  tank.  They  were  900  Europeans,  of  whom 
100  were  artillery-men,  and  50  were  failors  ; 100  TopalTes,  and 
2100  Sepoys  ; the  artillery  were  eight  field-pieces,  all  fix- pounders, 
and  two  how'itz  : the  Topafifes  were  blended  in  the  battalion  with 
the  Europeans,  the  failors  affifted  the  artillery-men.  The  battalion 
with  three  field-pieces  on  the  right,  and  the  fame  number  on  their 
left,  w’ere  in  the  centre  ; on  the  right  and  left  of  wTich  extended 
the  Sepoys  in  two  equal  divifions.  The  other  two  field-pieces  and 
the  howitzes  were  advanced  200  yards  in  front  of  the  left  divifion  of 
Sepoys,  and  pofted  behind  tv\^o  brick-kilns.  This  line  extended  600 
yards  beyond  the  right  of  the  grove  ; but  the  diftance  of  the  enemy- 
in  this  quarter,  prevented  any  danger  of  their  falling  upon  the  flank 
before  whatfoever  troops  were  ordered  could  fall  back,  and  range 
along  the  eaft  fide  of  the  grove.  The  firfe  fhot  was  fired  by  the 
enemy,  at  eight  o’clock,  from  the  tank  ; it  killed  one,  and  wounded 
another  of  the  grenadier  company,  which  was  polled  on  the  right 
of  the  battalion.  This,  as  a fignal,  was  followed  by  the  continual 
fire  of  the  reft  of  the  Nabob’s  artillery  on  the  plain.  But  moft  of 
their  fhot  flew  too  high.  The  two  advanced  field-pieces  anfwered 
the  fire  from  the  tank,  and  thofe  with  the  battalion  adted  againfh 
the  different  divifions  of  heavy  artillery  on  the  plain  ; but  firing  out 
of  the  reach  of  point-blank  fhot,  hit  none  of  the  enemy’s  guns  ; 
neverthelefs,  every  fhot  took  place,  either  in  one  or  other  of  the 
bodies  of  infantry  or  cavalry.  But  ten  for  one  killed,  was  no  ad- 
vantage in  fuch  a difparity  of  numbers,  and  in  half  an  hour  the 
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Englifh  loft  I o Europeans  and  20  Sepoys  ; on  which  Colonel  Clive  1757. 
ordered  the  whole  army  to  retire  into  the  grove.  The  enemy  elated 
by  this  retreat,  advanced  their  heavy  artillery  nearer,  and  fired  with 
greater  vivacity  than  before  ; but  their  (hot  only  ftruck  the  trees  ; 
for  the  troops  were  ordered  to  fit  down,  whilft  the  field-pieces  alone 
anfwered  the  enem.y’s  cannon  from  behind  the  bank.  Explofions 
of  powder  were  frequently  obferved  amongft  their  artillery.  At 
eleven  o’clock  Colonel  Clive  confulted  his  officers  at  the  drum 
head;  and  it  was  refolved  to  maintain  the  cannonade  during  the  day, 
but  at  midnight  to  attack  the  Nabob’s  camp.  About  noon  a very 
heavy  ftiower  covered  the  plain,  and  very  foon  damaged  the  enemy’s 
powder  fo  much, that  their  fire  flackened  continually;  but  the  Englifh 
ammunition  ferved  on.  The  Nabob  had  remained  in  his  tent  out  of 
the  reach  of  danger,  continually  flattered  by  his  attendants  and  officers, 
of  whom  one  half  were  traitors,  with  affiirances  of  vi6lory;but  about 
noon  he  was  informed,  that  Meer  Murdeen,  the  heft  and  moft  faith- 
ful of  his  generals,  was  mortally  wounded  by  a cannon-ball.  The 
misfortune  difturbed  him  to  excefs  ; he  immediately  fent  for  Meer 
Jaffier  ; and  as  foon  as  he  entered  the  tent,  flung  his  turban  on  the 
ground,  faying,  “ Jaffier,  that  turban  you  muft  defend.”  The 
other  bowed,  and  with  his  hands  on  his  breaft,  promifed  his  utmoft 
fervices  ; and  returning  to  his  troops  and  aflbciates,  immediately  dif- 
patched  a letter  to  Colonel  Clive,  informing  him  of  what  had  paflTed, 
and  advifing  him  either  to  pufh  forward  in  the  inftant,  or  at  all 
events,  to  attack  the  Nabob’s  camp  at  three  the  next  morning  ; but 
the  meffenger  was  afraid  to  proceed  whilft  the  firing  continued.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  terrors  of  the  Nabob  increafed  continually : Roy- 
doolub  taking  advantage  of  them,  coiinfelied  him  to  return  to  his 
capital : his  advice  prevailed,  and  the  Nabob  ordered  the  army  to  re- 
treat into  the  intrenchments. 

Accordingly,  about  two  o’clock,  the  enemy  ceafed  the  cannonade, 
and  were  perceived  yoking  the  trains  of  oxen  to  their  artillery,  and 
as  loon  as  thefe  were  in  motion,  their  whole  army  turned  and  pro- 
ceeded flowly  towards  the  camp.  But  Sinfray  with  his  party  and 
field-pieces  ftill  maintained  his  poft  at  the  tank.  This  was  a good 
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itatioi'i  to  cannonade  the  enemy  from,  during  their  retreat ; and 
Major  Kilpatrick  impatient  to  feize  the  opportunity,  advanced  from 
the  grove  with  two  companies  of  the  battalion,  and  t\vo  field-pieces, 
marching  fafl  towards  the  tank,  and  fent  information  of  his  intention, 
and  the  reafon  of  it,  to  his  commander,  who  chanced  at  this  time 
to  be  lying  down  in  the  hunting-houfe.  Some  fay  he  was  afleep  ; 
which  is  not  improbable,  confidering  how  little  reft  he  had  had  for 
fo  many  hours  before  ; but  this  is  no  imputation  either  againft  his 
courage  or  conduct.  Starting  up,  he  ran  immediately  to  the  detach- 
ment,  reprimanded  Kilpatrick  fharply  for  making  fuch  a motion 
without  his  orders,  commanded  him  bo  return  to  the  grove,  and  bring 
up  the  reft  of  the  army  ; and  then  proceeded  himfelf  with  the  de- 
tachment to  the  tank,  which  Sinfray,  feeing  his  party  left  without 
fupport,  abandoned  ; and  retreated  to  the  redoubt  of  the  intrench- 
ment,  where  he  planted  his  field-pieces  ready  to  a<5t  again. 

As  the  main  body  of  the  Englifh  troops  were  advancing  to  the 
tank,  that  part  of  the  Nabob’s  army,  which  in  the  beginning  of  the 
adfion  had  formed  oppofite  to  the  fouth-eafl:  angle  of  the  grove  of 
Plafl}^,  lingered  in  the  retreat  behind  the  refl,  and  when  they  had 
pafTed  the  parallel  of  the  grove,  halted,  faced,  and  advanced  towards 
the  north-eaft  angle.  Thefe  were  the  troops  of  Meer  Jaffier  ; but 
their  fignals  not  being  underffood,  it  was  fuppofed  that  they  intended 
to  fall  upon  the  baggage  and  boats  at  the  grove,  whilft  the  Englifh 
army  were  engaged  at  the  tank.  Three  platoons  of  the  line,  whilft 
in  march,  and  a field-piece,  were  detached  to  oppofe  them,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Grant  and  Lieutenant  Rumbold  ; and  Mr.  John 
johnflone,  a volunteer,  managed  the  field-piece,  the  fire  of  which 
foon  flopped  the  approach  of  the  fuppofed  enemy.  hleanwhUe  the 
army  being  arrived  at  the  tank,  got  all  their  field-pieces  upon  the 
mound,  and  from  thence  began  to  cannonade  into  the  Nabob’s  camp; 
on  which  many  of  the  troops  came  again  out  of  the  intrenchment, 
and  feveral  pieces  of  their  artillery  were  likewife  preparing  to  return; 
on  this,  Colonel  Clive  advanced  nearer,  and  polled  half  his  troops 
and  artillery  at  the  lefTer  tank,  and  the  other  half  at  a rifing  ground 
about  200  yards  to  the  left  of  it.  From  thefe  flations  the  cannonade 
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was  renewed  with  more  efficacy  than  before,  and  killed  many  of  the  1757. 
oxen  which  were  drawing  the  artillery,  which  threw  all  the  trains 
that  were  approaching  into  diforder.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Frenchmen  with  Sinfray  plyed  their  field-pieces  from  the  redoubt ; 
and  matchlocks  from  the  intrenchments,  from  ditches,  hollows,  and 
every  hole  or  fhelter,  as  alfo  from  the  bufhes  on  the  hillock  eaft  of 
the  .redoubt,  kept  up  a conftant  although  irregular  fire,  whilft  the 
cavalry  advanced  feveral  times  threatening  to  charge  fword  in  hand, 
but  were  always  flopped  and  repulfed  by  the  quick  firing  of  the  En- 
glifh  field-pieces.  Neverthelefs,  the  Englifh  fiiffered  as  much  in  this, 
as  they  had  during  all  the  former  operations  of  the  day.  At  length 
the  troops  of  Jaffier  appeared  moving  away  from  the  field  of  battle, 
without  joining  the  reft  of  the  Nabob’s  army  ; which  convincing 
Colonel  Clive  who  they  were,  he  determined  to  make  one  vigorous 
effort  for  vidlory  by  attacking  at  once  Sinfray’s  redoubt,  and  the 
eminence  to  the  eaftward  of  it,  in  the  cover  of  which  an  ambufcade 
was  fufpedled.  Two  divifions  of  the  army  were  appointed  to  the 
two  attacks,  and  the  main  body  advanced  in  the  centre  ready  to 
fupport  both,  and  to  a6l,  as  occafion  fliould  offer,  of  itfelf.  The 
divifion  on  the  right  gained  the  eminence  without  firing  or  receiving 
a fingle  fhot.  At  the  fame  time  'the  left  marched  up  to  the  redoubt, 
which  Sinfray,  finding  himfelf  again  deferted  by  his  allies,  quittedr 
without  farther  refiftance,  and  without  carrying  off  his  field-pieces. 

Thus  the  whole  of  the  Englifh  army  entered  the  camp  at  live  o’clock, 
without  other  obftacle  than  what  they  met  from  tents,  artillery, 
baggage,  and  ftores,  difperfcd  around  them,  and  abandoned  by  an 
army,  which  out-numbered  them  ten  to  one,  and  were  flying  before 
them  on  all  fides  in  the  utmoft  confufion. 

The  caufe  of  this  hidden  panic  was  the  flight  of  the  Nabob,  who 
hearing  that  Meer  Jaffier  remained  inadlive  on  the  plain,  and  that 
the  Englifh  were  advancing  to  ftorm  his  camp,  mounted  a camel, 
and  fled  at  the  utmoft  pace  of  the  animal,  accompanied  by  about 
2000  horfemen.  The  vidlory  was  decided,  and  w’as  confirmed  by 
the  arrival  of  the  meffenger  with  the  letter  fent  by  Meer  Jaffier  at 
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17^7.  noon  ; foon  after  came  another,  whom  Colonel  Clive  immediately 
returned  with  a note,  requefting  Meer  Jaffier  to  meet  him  the  next 
morning  at  Daudpore. 

The  Englilh  fokliers  being  told,  that  they  fhould  receive  a dona- 
tion of  money,  received  the  orders  to  march  on  to  Daudpore  with 
acclamations,  nor  ihewed  any  defire  to  ftop  for  the  plunder  which 
lay  fpread  around  them.  They  halted,  however,  until  the  commif- 
■ faries  had  taken  polfelfion  of  as  many  oxen  as  fufficed  for  all  the  artil- 
lery and  carriages  of  the  army:  their  own  being  much  inferior  to  the 
Nabob’s.  A detachment  was  fent  forward,  under  Major  Coote,  to 
purfue,  or  rather  to  obferve  if  the  enemy  rallied  ; and  the  whole 
army  arrived  at  eight  o’clock,  and  refted  at  Daudpore.  This  impor- 
tant viftory  was  gained  with  little  lofs.  Only  16  Sepoys  were  killed, 
and  36  wounded,  many  of  whom  flightly  : and  of  the  Europeans 
about  20  were  killed  and  wounded  ; of  which  number,  fix  of  the 
killed,  and  ten  of  the  wounded,  were  of  the  artillery,  as  were  like- 
wife  the  only  two  officers  who  were  wounded  during  the  different 
operations  of  the  day. 

In  the  morning.  Colonel  Clive  deputed  Mr.  Scrafton  andOmarbeg 
to  condu6f  Meer  Jaffier  to  Daudpore,  who  received  them  with  re- 
feiwe,  and  an  air  of  anxiety,  as  if  he  apprehended  that  the  Englifh 
refented  his  conduff,  in  not  having  joined  them,  conformably  to  his 
promifes  ; he,  however,  immediately  proceeded  with  them  to  Daud- 
pore, accompanied  by  his  fon,  Meirum,  and  his  ufual  retinue. 
On  entering  the  Englifh  camp,  he  alighted  from  his  elephant,  and 
the  saiard  drew  out,  and  relied  their  arms,  to  receive  him  with  the 
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uliial  honours.  Not  knowing  the  meaning  of  this  compliment,  he 
darted  back,  as  if  he  thought  it  a preparation  to  his  deflru6lion  ; 
but  Colonel  Clive  advancing  haflily,  embraced,  and  faluted  him 
Nabob  of  Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orixa,  which  removed  his  fears. 
They  conferred  about  an  hour,  he  making  fome  apologies,  and  the 
Colonel  no  reproaches  ; but  advifed  him  to  proceed  immediately  to 
the  city,  and  not  to  fuffer  Su rajah  Dowlah  to  efcape,  nor  his  treafures 
to  be  plundered.  Meer  Jaffier  returning  to  his  troops,  haflened  with 
them  to  Muxadavad,  and  arrived  there  in  the  evening,  that  is,  of 
2 the 
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the  24th.  Colonel  Clive  then  dirpatchecl  letters  to  Roydoolub,  I^atty, 
and  Monickchund,  and  to  Monickchund  he  promiied  tl.at  no  en- 
quiry fhould  be  made  concerning  the  plunder  of  Calcutta.  The  army 
proceeded  in  the  afternoon,  and  halted  fix  miles  beyond  Daudpore. 

Surajah  Dowlah  got  to  the  city  before  the  midnight  after  the 
battle;  and  not  a few  of  his  principal  officers  arrived  there  almoil: 
as  foon  as  himfelf.  Thefe  he  afifembled  in  council.  Some  advifed 
him  to  deliver  himfelf  up  to  the  Englifh,  which  he  imputed  to  trea- 
chery ; others  propofed,  that  he  fhould  encourage  the  army  by  the 
offer  of  great  rewards,  and  appear  again  at  their  head  in  the  morn- 
ing. This  he  feemed  to  approve,  and,  having  ordered  an  immediate 
diftribution  of  three  months  pay  to  the  troops,  difmiffed  the  council, 
and  retired  into  the  feraglio,  M'here,  left  to  his  own  refledlions  and 
his  women,  his  terrors  returned. 

The  next  morning,  the  24th,  he  fent  away  his  women,  with  50 
elephants  laden  with  their  furniture  and  neceffaries,  and  with  them 
a great  part  of  his  own  jewels,  and  fomegold  rupees;  and  determined 
to  efcape  himfelf  in  the  night ; but,  having  lod  all  confidence  in 
every  officer  of  diftindlion,  whole  fortunes  either  he  himfelf  or  his 
grandfather  had  made,  he  intruded  his  intentions  only  to  the  eunuch 
who  governed  his  feraglio.  The  arrival  of  Meer  Jaffier  in  the  even- 
ing, although  he  attempted  nothing  immediately,  haffened  the 
Nabob’s  departure.  Having  dilguifed  himfelf  in  a mean  drefs,  he 
went  fecretly  at  ten  o’clock  at  night  out  of  a window,  carrying  a 
caiket  of  his  mod:  valuable  jewels,  and  attended  only  by  his  favourite 
concubine  and  the  eunuch.  They  got  undilcovered  into  a boat,  which, 
the  eunuch  had  prepared  at  the  wharf  of  the  palace : it  immediately 
rowed  away  to  the  northward.  It  was  his  intention  to  efcape  to  Mr. 
Law,  and  with  him  to  Patna,  the  governor  of  which  province  was  a 
faithful  adherent  to  his  family.  At  midnight,  Meer  Jaffier  was  in- 
formed of  his  flight,  and  immediately  fent  leveral  parties  inpurfuit 
of  him.  In  the  morning,,  the  whole  city  was  in  confufion,  no  one 
knowing  what  was  become  of  their  late  Nabob,  and  not  perceiving 
his  dation  occupied  by  any  other.  Moonlol,  and  feveral  others  of 
the  Nabob’s  familiars,  were  taken  in  the  forenoon,  endeavouring  to 
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1757,  make  their  efcape;  and  the  next  day  the  women,  with  the  elephants 
' June,  belonging  to  the  feraglio,  which  the  Nabob  had  fent  away  previous  to 
his  own  departure,  were  flopped  by  fome  of  Meer  Jaflier’s  troops  at 
Bogwangolah,  a town  on  the  great  arm  of  the  Ganges,  1 5 miles  to 
the  N.E.  of  Muxadavad. 

The  Englifli  army  arrived  at  noon,  the  25th,  and  halted  at  Mau- 
dipoor,  from  whence  Colonel  Clive  fent  forward  Mr.  Watts  and  Mr. 
Walfh,  attended  by  100  Sepoys : they  arrived  at  three  in  the  afternoon 
in  the  city,  and  vifited  Meer  Jaffier,  who  then  dilpatched  more 
parties  in  purfuit  of  Surajah  Dowlah.  Their  vifit  convinced  tlie  in- 
habitants whom  they  were  to  look  up  to  as  their  future  lord,  and 
their  exhortations,  feconded  by  the  vicinity  of  the  Englifli  army, 
' encouraged  Meer  Jaffier  to  proclaim  himfelf  Nabob. 

The  next  day,  the  26th,  Watts  and  Walffi  vifited  the  Seats^  where 
they  met  Meer  Jaffier  and  Roydoolub,  and  conferred  concerning  the 
payment  of  the  flipulated  monies,  but  Roydoolub  infifled  pertinacioufly 
that  the  whole  amount  of  Surajah  Dowlah’s  treafures  was  not  fuffi- 
cient  to  fupply  it.  The  reflitution,  with  the  donations  to  the  fqua- 
dron,  the  army,  and  the  committee,  amounted  to  22,000,000  of 
Secca  rupees,  equal  to  2,750,000  pounds.  But  other  donations  were 
promifed,  which  have  fince  been  the  foundation  of  feveral  fortunes, 
although  not  then  publicly  avowed. 

Mr.  Watts  propofed,  that  the  Seats  fhoiild  fupply  the  deficiency, 
and  repay  themfelves  out  of  the  future  rev-enues.  Roydoolub  re- 
plied, that  the  Seats  could  not  advance  crores  of  rupees  ; a crore  is 
10,000,000.  His  objedlions  raifed  as  unfavourable  prejudices  of  his 
chara6ler,  as  were  entertained  of  Omichund  ; but  the  next  day,  the 
27th,  the  deputies  had  real  caufe  to  think  evil  of  him  ; for  the  Seats 
fent  Rungeet  Roy  to  inform  them,  that  a confultation  had  been 
held  in  the  night,  between  Roydoolub,  Meerum  the  fon  of  Meer 
Jaffier,  and  Cuddum  Huflain  Cawn,  an  officer  of  diflindlion,  in 
which  it  was  propofed  to  aflaflinate  Colonel  Clive,  who  intended  to 
have  gone  to  the  city  that  day  ; but  changed  his  refolution  on  this 
notice,  and  waited  all  the  next  at  Coflimbuzar  for  farther  in- 
formation concerning  this  plot  j during  which,  his  apprehenfions 
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were  removed,  but  by  what  intelligence  we  do  not  know.  On  the  1757. 
29th  in  the  morning,  he  entered,  the  city,  efcorted  by  200  of  the 
battalion  and  300  Sepoys,  and  proceeded  to  the  habitation  allotted 
for  him.  It  was  a palace  and.  a garden,  called  Moiaudbaug,  and 
fpacious  enough  to  accommodate  all  the  troops  which  accom- 
panied him.  Here  he  was  immediately  vilited  by  Meerum,  with 
whom  he  went  to  the  palace  of  the  late  Nabob,  where  Ivleer 
Jaffier  with  all  the  great  officers  in  the  city  were  waiting  for  him. 

In  the  hall  of  audience  was  fixed  the  Mujhud  or  throne,  in  which 
Surajah  Dowlah  ufed  to  appear  in  public.  Jaffier,  after  the  hrfl  fa- 
lutation  at  the  entrance,  returned  towards  the  inner  part  of  the  hall  wdth 
Colonel  Clive,  and  feemed  defirous  to  avoid  the  Mufnud,  which 
Clive  perceiving,  led  him  to  it,  and  having  placed  him  on  it,  made 
obeifance  to  him,  as  Nabob  of  the  provinces,  in  the  ulual  forms, 
and  prefented  a plate  with  gold  rupees  ; he  then,  by  an  interpreter, 
exhorted  the  great  men  to  be  joyful  that  fortune  had  given  them  fo 
good  a prince,  in  exchange  for  fuch  a tyrant  as  Surajah  Dowlah  ; on 
which  they  likewife  paid  homage,  and  prefented  gold.  The  next 
morning  Jaffier  vifited  Clive,  and  conferred  with  him  on  the  flate 
of  the  treafury,  alleging,  as  Roydoolub  had  done,  that  there  w’as 
not  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  his  engagements  to  the  Englifh,  but 
that  he  was  neverthelefs  ready  to  agree  to  any  reafonable  accommo- 
dation. Clive  propofed,  and  Jaffier  agreed,  to  refer  the  matter  to 
the  Seats  ; and,  in  order  to  extinguifh  as  foon  as  poffible  this  brand  of 
contention,  they  proceeded  immediately  to  the  houfe  of  the  Seats, 
accompanied  by  Watts,  Scrafton,  Meerum,.  and.  Roydoolubi  Omi- 
chund,  who  was  attending,  followed,  thinking  himfelf,  at  this  very 
time,  in  as  high  a degree  of  eftimation  with  Clive,  as  any  one  who 
had  contributed  to  the  revolution  ; but,  on  his  arrival  at  the  Seats, 
finding  that  he  was  not  invited  to  the  carpet  where  the  others  were 
in  conference,  he  fat  down  at  a diflance  near  the  outward  part  of  the 
hall. 

The  treaties,  as  written  in  Perfic  and  Englifh,  were  read,  explained, 
and  acknowledged.  After  much  converfation,  Roydoolub  infixing 
always  on  the  icantinefs  of  the  treafury,  it  was  agreed  that  one  half 
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of  the  money  ilipulations  fhonld  be  paid  immediately  ; two  thirds 
of  this  half  in  coin,  and  one  third  in  jewels,  plate,  and  efFe6ls,  at  a 
valuation  ; but  that  the  other  half  fhould  be  difcharged  in  three  years 
at  three  equal  payments  : Roydoolub  was  allowed  a commiffion  of 
five  in  the  hundred  on  the  fums  for  reftitution,  which  amounted  to 
I 7,700,000  rupees,  and  this  was  one  of  the  gratuities  which  had  been 
held  out  to  Omichund.  The  conference  being  ended,  Clive  and 
Scrafton  went  towards  Omichund,  who  was  waiting  in  full  aflurance 
of  hearing  the  glad  tidings  of  his  good  fortune;  when  Clive  faid,  “It 
“ is  now  time  to  undeceive  Omichund  on  which,  Scrafton  faid  to 
him  in  the  Indofian  language,  “ Omichund,  the  red  paper  is  a trick; 
“ you  are  to  have  nothing.”  Thefe  words  overpowered  him  like  a 
blafi;  of  fulphur ; he  funk  back,  fainting,  and  would  have  fallen  to 
the  ground,  had  not  one  of  his  attendants  caught  him  in  his  arms  ; 
they  carried  him  to  his  palankin,  in  which  they  conveyed  him  to  his 
houfe,  where  he  remained  many  hours  in  Rupid  melancholy,  and 
began  to  fiiew  fome  lymptoms  of  infanity.  Some  days  after,  he 
vifited  Colonel  Clive,  who  advifed  him  to  make  a pilgrimage  to  fome 
pagoda  ; which  he  accordingly  did  foon  after,  to  a famous  one  near 
Maulda:  he  went,  and  returned  infane,  his  mind  every  day  more 
and  more  approaching  to  idiotifm  ; and,  contrary  to  the  ufual 
manners  of  old  age  in  IndoRan,  ftill  more  to  the  former  excellence 
of  his  underRanding,  he  delighted  in  being  continually  drefled  in 
the  richeR  garments,  and  ornamented  with  the  moR  coRly  Jewels. 
In  this  Rate  of  imbecility,  he  died  about  a year  and  a half  after  the 
fliock  of  his  difappointment.  Grounded  on  his  importance,  by 
knowing  the  fecret,  he  held  out  the  terror  of  betraying  it,  to  fecure 
his  own  advantages.  Whether  he  would  have  betrayed  it,  if  re- 
fufed,  is  uncertain  : for  part  of  his  fortune  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Englilh,  and  he  had  the  utmoR  vengeance  of  Jaffier  and  his 
confederates  to  fear.  However,  the  experiment  was  not  to  be  tried. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  as  his  tales  and  artifices  prevented  Surajah 
Dowlah  from  believing  the  reprefen tations  of  his  moR  truRy  fer- 
vants,  who  early  fulpe6fed,  and  at  length  were  convinced,  that 
the  Engliflr  were  confederated  with  Jaffier ; the  2,000,000  of 

rupees 
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rupees  he  expe6led  fhould  have  been  paid  to  him,  and  he  left  to 
enjov  them  in  oblivion  and  contempt. 

On  the  2d  of  July,  tv/o  days  after  the  conference  at  the  Seats^ 
news  came  to  the  city  that  Surajah  Dowlah  was  taken,  and  the  re- 
port excited  murmurs  amongft  a great  part  of  the  army  encamped 
around.  The  rowers  of  his  boat,  fatigued  with  exceffive  toil,  flop- 
ped in  the  night  at  Rajah  Mahal,  and  the  Nabob,  with  his  conc\i- 
bine,  took  fhelter  in  a deferted  garden  ; where  he  was  diicovered 
at  break  of  day  by  a man  of  mean  condition,  M^hofe  ears  he  had 
caufed  to  be  cut  off,  when  at  this  place  about  thirteen  months  before 
he  took  the  fatal  and  furious  refolution  of  returning:  from  his  in- 
tended  expedition  againfl  Purneah,  to  the  deflrudlion  of  Calcutta. 
The  injured  man  revealed  him  to  the  brother  of  Meer  Jaffier,  re- 
dding in  the  town,  and  he  to  the  foldicrs  who  were  feeking  him. 
They  hurried  him  back  to  Muxadavad  with  the  eager  diligence  of 
men  who  knew  the  value  of  their  prize ; and  to  recommend  them- 
felves  Hill  more  to  their  employers,  treated  him  with  every  kind  of 
infolence  and  indignity  compatible  with  the  prefervation  of  his  life. 
In  this  manner  they  brought  him,  about  midnight,  as  a common 
felon,  into  the  prefence  of  Meer  Jaffier,  in  the  very  palace  which 
a few  days  before  had  been  the  feat  of  his  own  refidence  and  def* 
potic  authority.  It  is  faid  that  Jaffier  feemed  to  be  moved  with 
compaffion  ; and  well  he  might,  for  he  owed  all  his  former  for- 
tunes to  the  generofity  and  favour  of  Allaverdy,  who  died  in  firm 
reliance,  that  Jaffier  would  repay  his  bounties  by  attachment  and 
fidelity  to  this  his  darling  adoption  ; who,  himfelf,  to  Jaffier  at  leaH, 
was  no  criminal.  Surajah  Dowlah  proffrated  himfelf,  and  with  ex>- 
ceffive  tremor  and  tears  implored  for  life  alone.  But  Meerum,  the 
Ion  of  Jaffier,  a youth  not  feventeen,  fierce,  barbarous,  and  in  his 
nature  cruel  as  Surajah  Dowlah  himfelf,  inliffed  on  inftant  death. 
Jaffier  ordered  theprifoner  to  be  removed,  and  the  foldiers  who  had 
taken  led  him  into  a diffant  chamber,  one  of  the  vilefl  of  the  pa- 
lace, which  they  guarded  in  expectation  of  farther  orders.  Mofl  of 
the  principal  men  in  the  government  were  at  this  time  in  the  pa- 
lace, fbme  to  teflify  their  refpeCts,  others  to  tranfaCt  the  affairs  of 
VoL.  II.  2 A their 
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1757*  their  offices..  All  thefe  Jaffier  conlliltecl.  Some,  although  they 

ju]^.  had  before  trembled  at  the  frown  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  now  de- 
fpifed  the  meaniiefs  of  his  nature,  more  than  they  had  dreaded  the 
malignancy  of  his  difpofition^ : others,  for  their  own  fakes,  did 
not  chufe  to  encourage  their  new  fovereign  in  defpotic  adls  ofblood- 
ffied  : fome  were  aftuated  by  veneration  for  the  memory  of  Alla- 
verdy  : others  wiffied  to  preferve  Surajah  Dowlah, either  as  a relburce 
to  themfelves,  or  as  a reflraint  upon  Jaffier  ; all  thefe  propofed  a 
Uriel;  but  mild  iraprifonment.  But  the  red:,  who  were  more  fubtle 
courtiers,  feconded  the  opinion  of  Meerum,  reprefenting  the  rifques. 
of  revolt  and  revolution  to  which  the  government  of  Jaffier  would 
continually  be  expofed,  wffitld;  Surajah  Dowlah  lived.  Jaffier  hlm- 
lelf  gave  no  opinion  ; and  IVIeerum  feeing  his  unwillingnefs  to  pro- 
nounce, advifed  him  to  go  to  reft ; and  he  himfelf  would  take  care 
of  the  prifoner.  Jaffier,  pretending  to  underftand  thefe  words  as 
if  they  meant  no  violence,  difmifTed  the  affiembly,  and  retired  into 
the  inward  apartments  of  the  palace  ; when  Meerum  privately  lent 
one  of  his  own  menial  fervants,  in  'whom  he  mod:  confided,  to  the 
guard,  with  the  fatal  mandate  ; which  they  received  with  the  ruth- 
lefs  alacrity  of  ruffians  who  murder  for  rew^ard.  Their  boiderous 
intrufion  into  the  chamber  convinced  Surajah  Dowlah  of  their  pur- 
pofe,  and' the  indant  terj-ors  of  death  threw  him  into  a drong  agony 
of  bitter  lamentation.  At  length  he  recovered  fufficiently  to-afk 
leave  to  make  his  ablutions,  and  to  fay  his  prayers..  A pot  of  water 
chanced  to  be  near,  which  the  executioners,  impatient  to  perform 
their  work,  baddy  threw  over  his  head.  The  fervant  then  druck 
w'ith  his  poignard,  and  the  others  finifhed  the  maffacre.  with  their 
fwords.  His  mangled  remains  were  expoled,  in  the  mornings 
through  the  city,  upon  an  elephant,  and  then  carried'  to  the  tomb 
of  Allaverdy,  where  they  were  buried.  The  populace  beheld  the 
proceffion  with  awe  and  condernation  ; and  the  foldiery,  having  no 
longer  the  option  of  two  lords,  accepted  the  promifes  of  Jaffier,  and 
refrained  from- tumult, , 
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Thus  perifhcd  Surajah  Dowlah,  in  the  20th  year  of  Lis  age,  and  j -jy. 

' the  15th  month  of  his  reign,  by  the  hands  of  violence,  as  his  father 
and  srrandfather  had  nerifhed  before  him,  and  bv  means  not  unlike 
thofe  which  were  employed  by  both  his  grandfathers  to  deftroy  the 
heir  of  their  benefaflor,  by  whom  they,  as  Jaffier  by  them,  had 
been  promoted  from  obfeurity  to  the  highelt  ranks  of  the  ftate. 

There  were  found  with  his  fecretary  copies  of  the  letters  he  had 
written  to  Mr.  Buffy  in  Chicacole,  and  to  Mr.  Law  in  Behar.  In  one 
to  Mr.  Bully,  dated  a few  days  after  he  had  fworn  to  the  peace  con- 
cluded with  the  Englilh  on  the  6th  of  February,  he  preffeth  him  to 
fend  2000  men  under  the  command  of  trufly  officers,  and  in  another 
invites  him  to  march  himfelf  with  his  whole  force  into  Ben2:al.  To 
Mr.  Law  he  writes  foon  after  his  departure  into  Behar,  and  before 
the  confederacy  againfl:  himfelf  began  to  move,  that  he  is  determined 
to  attack  the  Englifh,  and  orders  him  to  return  immediately  with 
his  party  to  Muxadavad.  Tyrant  as  he  was,  if  he  had  refjjefled  the 
advice  of  his  grandfather  Allaverdy,  and  not  have  excited  the  detef- 
tation  of  the  Gentoos,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  was  renderins;  him- 
felf  dreadful  to  the  principal  Mahomedan  officers  of  his  court,  the 
Englifh  would  have  found  no  alliance  fufficient  to  have  ventured  the 
rifque  of  dethroning  him  : but  it  is  probable  that  the  fame  iniquity 
of  charader,  which  urged  him  to  the  deftruftion  of  Calcutta,  would 
fbon  have  called  forth  other  avenciers  of  other  atrocious  deeds. 

O 

The  party  of  Frenchmen,  with  Mr.  Law,  advanced  from  Bogli- 
pore  as  foon  as  they  received  the  lafl  fummons  of  Surajah  Dowlah, 
but  fo  late,  that  they  had  not  paffed  Tacriagully,  when  they  heard 
fome  confufed  reports  of  the  battle  of  IMaffy,  on  which  Mr.  La\V 
halted,  waiting  for  more  certain  information.  Had  he  immediately 
proceeded  20  miles  farther,  he  would  the  next  day  have  metandfaved 
Surajah  Dowlah,  and  an  order  of  events,  very  dilferent  from  thofe 
which  we  have  to  relate,  would  in  all  probability  have  enfued.  After 
waiting  two  days  at  Tacriagully,  Mr.  Law  received  intelligence  that 
he  was  taken  ; on  which  he  immediately  marched  back  into  Behar, 
intending  to  offer  his  fervice  to'Ramnarain,  the  vice-nabob  of  the 
province. 
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Of  all  the  Gentoos  v/hom  Allaverdy  had  raifed  to  high  appoint- 
ments, Ramnarain  feems  to  have  been  the  only  one,  whofe  gratitude 
had  not  been  eflranged  by  the  defpotic  caprices  of  Surajah  Dowlah. 
But  they  were  conneded  by  the  lame  refentments  : for,  vvhilft  Sura- 
jah Dowlah  was  harbouring  grudge  againft  Meer  Jaffier  at  Muxada- 
vad,  Ramnarain  was  at  variance  with  a brother,  and  a brother-in- 
law  of  iMeer  Jafficr,  who  held  coufiderable  employments  at  Patna,. 
The  knowledge  of  this  animofity  had  deterred  Roydoolub,  although 
coimeded  with  Ramnarain  by  religion  as  well  as  bufinefs,  from  at- 
tempting to  gain  his  concurrence  to  the  confederacy  ; nor  does  it 
appear  that  Ramnarain  knew  any  thing  of  it  until  it  was  brought  to- 
the  point  of  decifion.  Jn  the  mean  wdhle,  he  regarded  the  party 
wdth  Mr.  Law  as  an  important  refource  to  Surajah  Dow'lah,  in  cale 
hohilities  fliould  be  renew'ed  with  the  Englifti,  and  had  accordingly 
fupplied  them,  although  fecretly,  with  the  means  of  fubfiftencc 
ever  iince  they  had  retreated  into  his  province.  The  new  regency 
at  Muxadavad  had,  therefore,  no  reafon  to  exped  his  willing  ac- 
quiefcence  to  the  revolution,  or  not  to  fufped  that  he  wmuld  not 
entertain  the  party  with  Mr.  Law,  and  even  Rrengthen  himfelf  Bill 
more  by  alliances  with  the  neighbouring  pow'ers  to  the  weRw^ard. 
The  beR  means  of  averting  thefe  confequences  confiRed  in  fending 
a detachment  expedite  and  Rrong  enough  to  deRroy  the  French 
party  before  tliey  reached  Patna,  or  a force  fufficient  to  deter  Ram- 
narain from  taking  them  into  his  pay  W'hen  they  flrould  arrive  there. 

Meer  Jaffier,  notwithRanding  the  feeming  acquiefcence  of  the 
foldiery  to  his  acceflion,  was  afraid  to  truR  any  conhderable  body  of 
them  at  a diRance,  and  efpecially  in  the  precarious  province  of  Be- 
har;  but  w'as  aRiamed  to  acknowledge  his  miRruR,W'hich  Clive  pene- 
trated, and  determined  to  undertake  the  expedition  wRth  the  Englilh 
troops  alone.  The  detachment  conhRed  of  230  Europeans,  three 
companies  each  of  100  Sepoys,  50  Lafears,  and  two  feld-pieces, 
both  fix-pounders,  and  Major  Coote  was  appointed  t©  the  command. 
The  baggage,  Rores,  carriages,  ammunition,  and  provihons,  were 
laden  in  40  boats,  all  of  which  were  very  ill  equipt,  whether  with 
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' rowers  or  tackle  ; and,  neverthelefs,  were  not  ready  before  the  6th  1757* 
of  July,  v/hen  they  left  Muxadavad ; by  which  time  the  French 
party  had  got  half-way  to  Patna. 

The  news  of  the  battle  of  Plafly  was  brought  to  Calcutta  on  the 
25th  of  June  in  a letter  from  Colonel  Clive  to  Mr.  Drake,  the  go- 
vernor, who  immediately  communicated  it  to  the  council.  The 
vidlory  was  deemed  decifive;  and  all  reftraints  of  fecrecy  being  now 
removed,  the  purport  of  the  treaties  were  revealed  by  the  members 
of  the  council  to  all  they  met.  In  a few  minutes  all  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  town,  impatient  to  hear  or  tell,  were  in  the  ftreets. 

The  reflitution  of  public  and  private  property  ; the  donations  to 
the  fquadron,  the  army,  and  individuals  ; the  grants  to  the  compa- 
ny; the  privileges  to  the  Englifh  commerce  ; the  comparifon  of 
the  prolperity  of  this  day  with  the  calamities  in  which  the  colony 
was  overwhelmed  at  this,  very  feafon  in  the  preceding  year  : in  a 
word,  this  fudden  reverfe  and  profufion  of  good  fortune  intoxicated 
the  fleadiefl:  minds,  and  hurried  every  one  into  the  exceffes  of  in- 
temperate joy  ; even  envy  and  hatred  forgot  their  energies,  and  were 
reconciled,  at  leaft  for  a while,  to  familiarity  and  good-will  ; for 
every  one  faw  that  his  own  portion  of  advantages  was  intimately 
and  infeparably  blended  with  that  of  every-  other  perfon  in  the 
fettlement. 

The  Prefidency  immediately  prepared  a veffel  to  carry  thefe  wel- 
come tklings  to  England.  Mr.  Maningham,  who  had  been  de- 
puted from  Fulta  to  Madrafs,  chancing  to  return  at  this  time  to 
Calcutta,  was  fent  to  Muxadavad,  where  Colonel  Clive,  Mr. 

Watts,  and  himfelf,  were  appointed  to  adl  as  a committee  in  the 
management  of  all  public  affairs.  Their  firfl  care  was  to  get  the 
money  ftipulated  by  the  treaties.  Roydoolub  perfiRed  in  his  affer- 
tions  of  the  fcantinefs  of  Surajah  Dowlah’s  treafury,  and  endea- 
voured to  prove  them  by  fads  which  were  not  true.  At  length, 
after  a variety  of  difeuffions  and  equivocations,  the  committee  by  the 
6th  of  July  received,  in  coined  fiver,  7,271,666  rupees.  This  trea- 
fure  was  packed  up  in  700  chefts,  and  laden  in  100  boats,  which 
proceeded  under  the  care  of  foldiers  to  Nudiah  ; from  whence  they 

were 
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1757.  were  efcorted  by  all  the  boats  of  the  fquadroa  and  many  others, 
})roceeding  with  banners  dil'jdayed  and  mufick  founding,  as  a tri- 
umphal proceffion,  to  contrafl  that  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Ganges  had  feen  Surajah  Dowlah  returning  the  year  before  from  the 
deftrudion  of  Calcutta.  Never  before  did  the  Ensrlllh  nation  at 

O 

one  time  obtain  fuch  a prize  in  hilid  money  ; for  it  amounted  (in 
the  mint)  to  800,000  pounds  fterling.  From  real  or  pretended  dif- 
ficulties, no  more  money  was  received  until  the  9th  of  Augiifl, 
when  Roydoolub  paid  i»655,358  rupees;  and  on  the  30th  of  the 
fame  month  he  delivered  gold,  jewels,  and  cafh,  amounting  to 
1,599,737  rupees  : the  three  paMuents  amounted  to  10,765,737 
rupees.  The  whole  fum  agreed  to  be  paid,  as  one  half  of  the  ftipu- 
latlons  of  the  treaty,  was  i 1,350,000  rupees:  the  deficiency,  584,905, 
was  hill  delayed  ; but  the  commiffion  which  had  been  promiled  was 
paid  to  Roydoolub. 

During  the  receipts  of  the  money  the  committee  had  likewlfe  at- 
tended to  the  other  articles  of  the  treaty.  A mint  was  ehablifhed  at 
Calcutta,  and  the  firft  rupees  were  coined  there  on  the  19th  of 
Ausuh.  Agents  were  fent  to  re-eftablifli  the  fubordinate  fadlories. 
Mandates  from  the  Nabob  were  iffued  for  the  freedom  of  the  Ensf- 
liih  trade  throughout  the  jjrovincc,  but  ])ermitting  it  only  under  the 
ufual  pafr])ort  of  the  company’s  dufluck,  and  without  exemption 
from  the  former  prohibitions  of  dealing  in  any  commodities,  except- 
ing fuch  as  were  imported,  or  were  purchafed  to  be  exported  to  fea. 
It  was  difficult  to  define  the  limits  of  the  lands  ceded  to  the  com- 
pany, fouth  of  Calcutta,  for  they  had  never  been  furveyed  by  the 
government  : and  great  quantities  of  fait  being  manufadlured  in  the 
diftridfs  neareft  the  fea,  the  tenants  and  renters  who  gained  much 
by  this  commodity^  were  averfe  to  the  introdudflon  of  new  maflers, 
u ho,  as  merchants,  might  wifh  to  appropriate  this  trade  to  them- 
felves  : their  patrons,  refenting  the  lofs  of  thofe  prefents  and  ad- 
vantages, w'hich  they  received  for  their  prote61ion,  fuggefled  every 
obfiacle  to  prevent  the  Nabob  from  giving  thefe  dilfridls  to  the 
Finglifh;  and  prevailed  fo  far,  that  it  was  agreed  the  company  fhould 
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not  exerclfe  any  authority  in  them,  until  all  the  lands  had  been 
llirveyed,  and  every  man’s  pofTellion  afcertained. 

All  the  profperities  which  had  been  imagined  on  the  news  of  the 
battle  of  Plalfy  were  now  realized  in  Calcutta.  A committee  of  the 
moft  refpedable  inhabitants  were  appointed  to  dildribute  the  money 
received  for  the  reflltution  of  the  lolfes  of  individuals,  and  executed 
the  office  with  much  difcretion  and  ecpity.  Commerce  revived 
throughout  the  fettlement,  and  affluence  began  to  fpread  in  every 
houfe  ; but  as  it  is  the  nature  of  man  to  err  with  great  changes 
of  fortune,  many,  not  content  with  the  undifputed  advantages  ac- 
cruing from  the  revolution,  immediately  began  to  trade  in  fait  arid- 
other  articles,  which  had  hitherto  been  prohibited  to  all  Europeans; 
and  Meer  Jaffier  complained  of  thefe  encroachments  within  a month 
after  his  acceflion,  which,  although  checked  fo-r  the  prefent,  were 
afterwards  renewed,  and  at  laft  produced  much  more  mifehief  than 
even  difinterefted  fagacity  could  have  forefeen. 

Admiral  Watfon  barely  lived  to  fee  the  effedfs  of  thofe  hicceffes, 
to  which  his  conduff  had  fo  much  contributed  : he  died  on  the 
i6th  of  Angiifl:,  after  five  days  illnefs,  of  the  malignant  fever  pe- 
culiar at  this  fcafon  of  the  year  to  the  lower  climate  of  Bengal.. 
The  franknefs.  and  integrity  of  his  nature,  and  his  zeal  for  the  ho- 
nour  of  his  nation,  had  endeared  him  to  all  ranks  of  his  country- 
men, wherefoever  he  appeared  in  India. 

In  this  interval  continual  advices  had  been  received  from  Major 
Coote  of  the  progrefs  of  his  detachment,  which  had  met  with  even 
more  interruptions  than  might  have  been  expefled  from  the  infuf- 
ficiencies  of  the  outfet.  The  boats,  for  want  of  rowers,  could- not 
be  towed  as  faff  as  the  troops  marched  on  fliore,  which  obliged  him, 
before  they  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar,  to  prefs 
87  men  out  of  three  large  trading  boats  which  were  coming  down 
the  river.  On  the  loth  of  July,  which  was  the  4th  day  after  their 
departure  from  Muxadavad,  the  troops,  andpnthe  nth  the  boats, 
arrived  at  Rajahmahal,  40  miles  beyond  Muxadavad,  where  a bro- 
ther of  Meer  Jaffier  commanded  ; he  had  lent  120  horfe  to  meet  the 
detachment  on  the  road,  and  promifed  every  other  kind  of  affiflance, . 

but' 
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but  afforded  none.  However,  after  five  days  delay,  the  boats  were 
repaired,  but  the  horfemen  refufed  to  proceed  without  two  months 
pay,  which  Major  Coote  had  neither  money  or  orders  to  furnifh  : he 
therefore  continued  his  march  without  them  on  the  13th,  and  on 
the  1 8th  arrived  at  Boglipore,  which  is  65  miles  from  Rajahmahal. 
Here  he  received  intelligence,  that  Mr.  Law’s  party  had  four 
days  before  palfed  the  city  of  Patna,  which  is  55  miles  beyond 
Boglipore.  Major  Coote  left  this  place  on  the  19th,  and  was  followed 
the  next  day  by  60  horfemen,  lent  by  the  governor  under  the  com- 
mand of  his  foil.  On  the  aifl,  the  horfemen,  troops,  and  boats,  ar- 
rived at  Mongheir,  which  by  the  road  is  35  miles  farther.  Tlie 
garrifon,  on  the  appearance  of  the  detachment,  who-expe6led  to 
have  been  admitted  into  the  fort,  manned  the  ramparts,  and  fhewed 
their  lighted  matches,  which  obliged  the  troops  to  march  round 
the  walls.  On  the  23d  they  arrived  at  Burhia,  30  miles  farther  on. 
By  this  time  fo  many  miichaiices  had  happened  to  the  fleet  of  boats, 
feveral  having  been  lofl,  others  flranded,  and  fome  continually 
breaking  from  the  towing  lines,  that  Major  Coote  landed  the  field- 
pieces  and  ammunition  at  Burhia,  and  the  fame  evening  proceeded 
fix  miles  farther  to  Darriapore.  At  two  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
next  day  the  troops  arrived  at  Panarack,  1 1 miles  farther. 
During  this  march  all  the  European  foldiers  were  holding  mutinous 
language  in  complaints  of  their  hardfhips  and  fatigues.  Major  Coote, 
impatient  to  reach  Patna,  reiblved  to  referve  their  chaflifement  until 
he  arrived  there,  but,  as  an  immediate  difgrace,  put  them  all  into  the 
boats,  and  the  fame  evening  marched  himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  Sepoys 
5 miles  farther  to  the  town  of  Bhar.  Proceeding  with  them  the  next 
day,  which  was  the  25th,  whilft  the  Europeans  were  following  at 
leifure,  he  arrived  at  night  at  Futwah,  which  is  26  miles  from 
Bhar,  and  only  feven  from  Patna.  During  this  day’s  march  he 
received  two  letters,  and  they  were  the  firfl:,  from  Ramnaraim,  apo- 
logizing for  the  efcape  of  the  French  party,  and  imputing  it  to  the 
want  of  timely  notice  from  Meer  Jaffier.  Soon  after  a deputation 
of  his  principal  officers  arrived  at  Futwah,  under  the  pretence  of 
compliment,  but  in  reality  to  obferve  the  force,  and  difeover  the 
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intentions  of  Major  Coote.  lliey  informed  him  that  Ramnaraln  1757. 
had  returned  only  two  days  before  from  an  expedition  againft  two 
difobedient  chiefs  of  Moy  and  Sader,  whofe  diftrifls  lay  about  30 
miles  fouth-ead:  of  Patna  ; that  immediately  on  his  return  he  had 
proclaimed  Meer  Jaffier  Nabob  of  Bengal,  Behar,  and  Orixa  ; that  - 
he  had  fent  forward  2000  of  his  troops,  horfe  and  foot,  in  purfuit  of 
Mr.  Law,  and  that  he  had  dlfbanded  the  greated;  part  of  the  red:* 

The  next  day,  the  26th,  at  ten  in  the  forenoon,  the  whole  detach- 
ment, as  well  as  the  boats,  arrived  at  the  Englilh  fadfory,  which  is 
afpacious  building  dtuated  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  jud;  without  the 
weflern  wall  of  the  city.  Major  Coote  immediately  prepared  to 
vidt  Ramnarain,  but  was  prevented  by  a medage,  defiring  him  to 
take  fome  repofe,  and  to  defer  his  vifit  until  the  next  day  : in  the 
afternoon  three  Europeans  and  fome  Sepoys,  who  were  leading  fome 
cattle  to  the  faftory,  were,  without  provocation,  affaulted  and  woun- 
ded by  a number  of  Peons  belonging  to  the  garrifon.  Complaint 
was  immediately  made  to  Ramnarain,  who  fliewed  no  inclination  to 
redrels  the  outrage  ; and  moreover  dedred  Major  Coote  not  to  vidt 
him,  as  was  intended,  the  next  day,  led:  the  ceremonial  diould  give 
occafion  to  quarrels  betwixt  their  refpeflive  attendants.  An  Englifh 
officer,  likewife,  walking  in  the  town,  overheard  two  men  of  con- 
dition, who  did  not  fuppofe  him  to  underfland  their  language, 
talking  of  a defign  to  madacre  the  Englifh  detachment.  In  the 
night  many  of  the  Europeans  got  drunk,  and  30  of  the  mod:  difor- 
derly,  who  had  likewife  been  foremod  in  the  mutiny  on  the  road, 
were  felefted,  and  condned  for  punidiment. 

The  next  day  Major  Coote  conferred  with  Mahmud  Amy,  the 
brother,  and  Meer  Codlim,  the  brother-in-law,  of  Meer  Jaffier. 

They  informed  him  that  the  French  party  might  eadly  have  been 
dopped,  if  Ramnarain  had  fo  willed  ; that,  on  hearing  of  the  death 
of  Surajah  Dowlah,  he  had  fent  to  Sujah  Dowlah,  the  neiglibour- 
ing  and  powerful  fubah  of  Oude,  propodng  to  render  himfelf  inde- 
pendent of  Bengal,  if  Sujah  Dowlah  would  afdd  him  with  his 
forces,  and  requedinghim  to  protect  the  French  party  on  the  fron- 
tiers, until  it  might  be  neceflary  to  recal  them  to  Patna  ; that 
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Sujah  Dowlah  encouraged  his  views,  but  was  prevented  by  events, 
which  more  immediately  concerned  himfelf,  from  marching  with 
his  army  into  Bahar.  They  likewife  afferted  that  Ramnaraiii  had 
confulted  his  confidents  on  the  means  of  deftroying  the  Englifh  de- 
tachment. This  information  determined  the  Major  to  proceed  with 
all  expedition  to  the  h-ontiers  of  Oude. 

The  next  day  the  30  mutineers  were  tried  and  flogged  ; this  pu- 
nifliment  was  judged  adequate  to  their  offence,  becaufe  of  the  great 
fatigues  they  had  endured  ; foi’  they  had  marched  from  Rajamahol 
to  Patna  in  eleven  days  and  a half,  without  the  intermiffion  of  one 
elaj’s  halt,  and  the  di fiance,  meafured  by  a perambulator,  is  201 
miles. 

A day  palled  in  making  preparations  for  the  outlet ; but  all  the 
attendants  of  the  camp,  and  many  of  the  boatmen,  finding  they  were 
to  go  farther,  took  fright  and  ran  away  ; and  it  was  impoffible  to 
collefl  others  without  the  affiflaiice  of  the  government,  which  Ram- 
narain  promifed,  but  did  not  fupply  half  the  requifite  number.  How- 
ever in  this  and  the  fuoceeding  day  all  the  boats,  as  well  as  the  troops, 
affembled  at  Bankipore,  a garden  belonging  to  the  company  about 
five  miles  from  the  city,  and  on  the  fame  fide  of  the  river.  The 
next  day  the  detachment  moved  fix  miles  farther  to  Dinapore,  and 
the  day  after,  which  was  the  firfl  of  Auguft,  joined  the  troops  which 
Ramnarain  pretended  to  have  fent  forward  in  purfuit  of  Mr.  Law, 
with  whom  they  halted  at  Moneah,  a confiderable  town  fifteen  miles 
from  Dinapore,  fituated  at  the  confluence  of  the_  river  Soan  with 
the  Ganges,  where  Hybutjung,  their  commander,  refufed  to  pro- 
'ceed  any  farther.  The  troops  of  the  detachment,  with  their  am- 
munition, croffed  the  Ganges,  and  marched  on  the  other  fide,  whilfl 
the  bullocks,  baggage,  and  attendants,  croffed  the  Soan,  and  proceeded 
along  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  Ganges  until  they  came  oppofite  to 
Chuprah,  when  it  took  three  days  to  ferry  them  over  ; for  the  bed 
of  the  river  is  in  this  part  three  miles  broad,  and  the  officer  of  the 
idiflriiSl 'Tailed  to  furniflt  the  boats  and  other  affiflances  he  had  pro- 
jnifed.  At  Chuprah  the  company  have  a houfe  eflablilhed  to  col- 
left  ^Itpetre,  of  which  great  quantities  are  made  in  this,  and  fome 
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of  the  neighbouring  diftrifts.  Here  intelligence  was  obtained,  that  1757. 
the  feveral  chiefs  in  this  part  of  Behar  had  enlifted  forces  to  affiff 
Ramnarain ; and  fpies  reported  that  they  had  left  Mr.  Law’s  jiarty  at 
Benarez,  which  is  by  the  road  at  leafi:  140  miles  beyond  Chuprah, 
and  that  they  v/ere  fupplied  there  by  Bulwanfing,  the  Rajah  of  the 
difl:ri61:,  who  was  dependant  on  Sujah  Dowlah  the  fnbah  of  Oude. 

Farther  purfuit  was  evidently  vain,  but  certain  of  producing  imme- 
diate hoftilities  with  Sujah  Dowlah,  v/hofe  territory  comnienceth 
at  the  river  Dewah,  which  difembogues  into  the  Ganges  18  miles 
to  th6  well:  of  Chuprah.  The  Major,  therefore,  refolved  to  wait 
here  for  farther  orders,  and  on  the  1 2th  received  a letter  frorn  Colo- 
nel Clive,  inftru61:ing  him,  as  a fcheme  of  Meer  Jaffier’s,  to  return 
to  Patna,  and  endeavour,  in  concert  with  Mahmud  Amy  Cawn,  to 
wrefl:  the  government  from  Ramnarain.  The  troops,  leaving  the 
baggage  to  follow,  embarked  early  the  next  morning  ; and  fuch  is 
the  ftrength  of  the  ftream  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  that  they  ar- 
rived at  Patna  by  noon,  although  the  diftance  along  the  courfe  of 
the  river  is  44  miles.  It  appeared  to  the  Major  that  the  only  means 
of  executing  his  inftruciions  v^ould  be  to  affault  the  citadel,  in 
which  Ramnarain  always  relided,  and  at  this  time  only  with 
2000  men  ; but  Mahmud  Amy  reprefented  that  their  force  was  not 
fufficient  to  inveft  it  fo  clofely  as  to  prevent  Ramnarain  from 
efcaping  by  fome  of  the  fecret  palfages,  and  propofed  to  defer  the 
attempt  until  he  himfelf  fhould  be  joined  by  1500  of  Ramnarain’s 
troops,  w'hom  he  had  engaged  to  delert. 

But  by  this  time  Ramnarain  had  taken  the  alarm,  probably  by 
information  from  his  fi  iends  at  Muxadavad  of  the  orders  fent  to 
Major  Coote  and  Mahmud  Amy,  which,  confirmed  by  the  hafty 
return  of  the  detachment  from  Chuprah,  frightened  him  fo  much, 
that  he  now  Ij^ared  no  attentions  to  the  Major,  and  received  his 
vifit  with  much  afibftation  of  complacence.  Two  days  after,  the 
Major  received  a letter  from  J^leer  Jafficr,  fraught  with  fulpicions 
that  Mahmud  Amy  had  borne  fallb  witnefs  againfl  Ramnarain,  as  a 
pretext  for  levying  forces,  with  the  intention  of  feizing  the  govern- 
ment for  himfelf.  Enough  has  not  been  difcovered  of  the  fecrets 
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1757.  'of  Jaffier  to  account  for  this  abrupt  change  and  contradi<5lion  of  an 
opinion,  which  had  hitherto  been  the  greatefl:  anxiety  of  his  mind. 
His  letter,  however,  precluded  all  farther  intentions  of  hoifility ; and 
on  the  2 2d  a conference  was  held  by  appointment  in  the  citadel, 
to  difcufs  and  reconcile  all  differences.  Major  Coote  and  the  two 
brothers,  Mahmud  Amy  and  Meer  Coflim,  came  each  with 
jdrong  efcorts,  and  Ramnarain  was  attended  by  all  his  principal  of- 
ficers. The  two  brothers,  with  the  calmnefs  peculiar  to  the  manners 
of  Indodan,  accufed  him  of  a defign  to  affaffuiate  them,  which 
indeed  had  been  reported  in  the  citv  ; then  of  his  intention  to  rebel 
againft  Meer  Jafher,  in  proof  of  which  they  urged  his  connivance 
at  the  paffage  of  the  French  troops  through  Behar,  the  oaths  he 
had  taken  from  the  officers  of  his  army,  his  correfpondence  and  pro- 
pofals  to  Sujah  Dowlah.  Ramnarain  folemnly  denied  all  thefe 
accufations,  and  produced  a letter  he  had  jufi;  received  from  Sujah 
Dowlah,  which  indicated  no  fuch  intentions  as  were  imputed  to 
their  correfpondence  : he  then  faid,  it  was  true,  that  he  had  been 
attached  to  the  late  Nabob,  becaufe  his  fortunes  had  been  raifed  by 
the  princes  of  his  family  ; but  now  that  Surajah  Dowlah  was 
no  more,  and  none  of  his  family  remaming  worthy  or  capable  of  the 
government,  on  whom  fhould  he  fo  naturally  v/ifh  to  depend  as  on 
Meer  Jaffier,  whom  their  common  patron,  Allaverdy,  had  raifed  fb 
near  his  own  perfon  and  dignity.  He  then  called  a bramin,  and, 
in  the  prefence  of  his  officers,  and  a crowd  of  attendants,  folemnly 
fwore  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  Meer  Jaffier,  and  friendfhip  and  good-  • 
will  to  Meer  Coffim  and  Mahmud  Amy.  The  two  brothers  re- 
turned the  compliment,  by  taking  an  oath  on  the  koran  that  their 
heart  was  clear  of  all  ill-will  to  Ramnarain,  and  fhould  continue  fo. 
They  then  embraced  him,  and  all  the  three  Major  Coote,  as  the 
mediator  of  this  reconciliation.  Neverthelefs,  neither  fide  believed 
the  other,  but  each  wifhed  to  gain  time,  and  to  wait  events  : for 
Ramnarain  knew  that  the  orders  from  Muxadavad  would  prevent 
Major  Coote  and  the  brothers  of  Meer  Jaffier  from  ading  againfl 
him  at  prefent  ; and  they  knew  that  he,  difappointed  of  the  affifl- 
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ance  of  Sujah  Dowlah,  would  be  fubmiffive  until  he  was  better  pre- 
pared to  affeit  independence. 

Before  this  conference  Meer  Jaffier  had  determined  to  recall  the 
detachment ; but  Major  Coote  did  not  receive  the  orders  to  return 
until  the  beginning  of  September,  and  in  the  interv^al  the  troops  re- 
mained, uninterrupted  by  any  alarms,  in  the  company’s  factory  ad- 
joining to  the  city.  All  proceeded  in  the  boats,  which  left  Patna 
on  the  7th  of  September,  and  arrived  in  feven  days  at  Muxadavad, 
although  the  diftance  is  300  miles. 

The  confederacies  of  ambition  are  as  liable  to  be  broken  by  fuccefs 
as  difappointment.  Meer  Jaffier  had  many  relations  ; and  not  only 
they,  bur  all  others  who  were  his  adherents  or  dependants  before 
his  acceffion  to  the  Nabobffiip,  thought  they  had  the  befl  right  to 
partake  of  the  change  of  his  fortunes  ; and  thofe,  who  without  pre- 
vious connexion  had  acquiefced  to  the  revolution,  thought  their  title 
better.  But  the  donations  to  the  Englifhhad  exhanfled  the  treafury, 
and  none  of  the  officers  of  the  government  could  be  removed  with- 
out infringing  the  declarations  by  which  Jaffier  had  obtained  the 
general  fubmiffion  to  his  fovereignty,  and  which  Clive  had  ratified. 
Some  money  had  been  diftributed  amongfi:  the  army  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  much  lefs  than  they  expelled ; and  their  difeontent 
acquired  prefumption  by  the  complaints  of  the  whole  populace  of 
Muxadavad,  who  had  beheld  with  deteftation  the  gold  and  filver  of 
the  capital  oftentatioufly  carried  away  by  foreigners.  A large  fum 
ftill  remained  due  of  the  firll:  half  of  the  treaty-monies,  and  the 
term  of  the  firfl:  payment  of  the  fecond  half  was  approaching,  for  it 
fell  in  Odlober ; and  the  committee  at  Muxadavad  were  continually 
preffing  the  treafury  for  the  balance  already, due. 

There  is  no  prince  in  Indoflan,  who  does  not  try  every  means  to 
avoid  the  payment  of  money,  ftipulated  at  a diflant  period;  and  Meer 
Jaffier  imagined  his  liberalities  to  individuals,  who  were  the  heads 
of  the  Engliffi  nation,  would  relax  their  ftridfnefs  in  the  public 
terms.  But  Colonel  Clive  had  neither  alked  nor  ftipulated  for  the 
prefeuts  he  had  received  ; and  having  refufed  every  other  offer  from 
the  various  interefts  which  compofed  the  government,  thought  their 
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obligations  mutual,  and  maintained  the  independency  of  his  command. 
Neither  Jaffier  nor  his  foil  had  lurpe6led  this  fternnefs  in  his  cha- 
rafter.  He  not  only  infilled  on  the  payments  of  the  treaty-monies, 
as  they  became  due,  but,  when  tampered  with  to  approve  changes  in 
the  army  and  adminiflration,  which  Jaffier  wilhed  to  make  in  order 
to  gratify  his  own  favourites,  Clive  let  him  underfland,  that  he  would 
jiennit  none,  as  deeming  them  dangerous  to  the  jjublic  tranquillity, 
and  contrary  to  declarations,  fanftified  by  bis  own.  Jaffier  felt  thefe 
reflraints  wdth  abomination,  which  turned  his  head  to  notions  of 
emancipating  himfelf  from  the  afcendance  of  the  Engliffi  ; butj, 
warned  by  the  experience  of  the  confederacy  wdiich  had  raifed  hifii 
to  the  fovereignty,  faw'  the  neceffity  of  firll  breaking  the  pow'er  of  the 
Gentoos,  in  whom  the  Englilli  wmuld  find  the  fame  refources  againU 
himfelf,  as  he  with  the  Englilh  had  derived  from  them  againll  Su- 
rajah^Dowlah.  Roydoolub,  as  the  head  of  the  Gentoo  line,  was  firft 
to  be  deftroyed;  but,  dreading  the  fagacity  of  Clive,  Jaffier  deter- 
mined to  fet  nothing  in  motion  which  might  awaken  his  fulpicions, 
whilR  he  remained  at  Muxadavad;  and  in  the  interval,  both  he  and 
his  Ton  Meerum  carried  themfelves  to  him  with  every  appearance  of 
opennefs  and  confidence,  and  Clive  often  partook  of  the  familiarity 
of  their  private  amufements. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  the  day  after  the  detachment  from 
Patna  arrived  at  Muxadavad,  Clive  w^ent  away  to  Calcutta,  leaving 
Watts,  Maningham,  and  Scrafton,  to  tranfaft  the  company’s  affairs 
with  the  Nabob  and  his  minifters.  The  detachment  from  Patna  was 
Rationed  in  the  faftory  at  Coffimbuzar ; the  reft  of  the  troops,  which 
had  ferved  at  PlalTy,  were  fent  down  the  river,  and  quartered  at 
Chandernagore,  as  a more  healthy  fituation  than  Calcutta. 

We  fhall  now  return  to  the  affairs  of  Coromandel  and  the  Decan, 
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The  preficlency  of  Madrafs  received  no  intelligence  concerning  1757. 

tlie  fuccefs  of  the  armament  to  Bengal,  before  the  15th  of  f^ru^. 
February,  between  which  day  and  the  2 2d,  advices  arrived,  by 
various  velTels,  of  the  re-capture  of  Calcutta,  the  attack  of  the 
Nabob’s  camp,  and  of  the  treaty  made  with  him  on  the  nth  of  that 
month,  in  which  conjundture  Colonel  Clive  gave  hopes  that  he  Ihould 
foon  return  with  a great  part  of  the  troops.  On  the  21II:  Admiral 
Pocock  arrived,  as  we  have  faid,  from  Vizagapatam,  landed  the  re- 
maining foldiers  of  the  Company’s  troops,  received  100,  the  fame 
number  of  failors,  and  {ailed  the  next  day  to  rejoin  the  fquadron  in 
Bengal. 

According  to  the  principle  adopted  on  the  departure  of  the  arma- 
ment, the  prefidency  had  continued  to  avoid  all  hofiilities  in  the 
Carnatic  ; but  the  failure  of  Lieutenant  Rumbold’s  negotiation  with 
the  Jemautdars  of  Madura,  in  November,  raifed  no  improbable  ap- 
prehenfions,  that  the  influence  of  the  government  of  Pondicherry 
.would,  if  it  had  not  already,  foon  infmuate  itlelf  into  their  councils, 
iinlefs  immediately  interrupted  by  fome  exertion ; and  the  dangerous 
coniequences  which  would  enfue,  determined  the  prefidency  to 
r<7Voke  the  rellraint  they  had  laid  on  Captain  Calliaud  not  to  en- 
gage in  any  military  operations  from  Tritchinopoly  ; and  in  the  end 
of  the  year,  they  allowed  him  to  employ  fuch  means  as  he  fliould 
think  expedient,  for  the  redudtion  of  Madura,  and  permitted  him 
to  command  the  expedition  in  perfon ; they  likewife  fenl  {'everal 
II,  _ officers. 
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1757.  officers,  with  fome  ftores  and  ammunition,- which  the  garrifon  of 

March.  Ti itchinopoly  could  not  fi^are  without  diminiffiing  its  own  comple- 
ments : they  went  by  lea  to  Devicotah,  from  whence  they  were  to 
proceed  through  the  Tanjore  country. 

Captain  Calliaud,  whilft  waiting  for  thefe  fupplies,  went  to  Tan- 
jore, as  w'ell  to  obtain  troops  from  the  King,  as  to  make  peace 
'oet\veen  him  and  Tondiman  ; for  Monacjee  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year  had  taken  the  fort  of  Killanelly,  w'hlch  had  been  fo  long 
the  obje61:  of  contention  between  them  ; but  found  the  difference, 
as  before,  irreconcilable;  neverthelefs,  both  proffered  every  affif- 
tance  in  their  power.  On  the  23d  of  March,  he  fet  out  from 
Tritchinopoly,  with  1 50  Europeans,  including  artillery-men,  500 
Sepoys,  and  two  field-pieces,  and  on  the  25th  arrived  at  jina- 
ivaJJmU  a town  belonging  to  Tondiman,  20  miles  from  Tritch- 
inopoly, where  they  were  joined  by  1000  of  his  horfe,  and  roo 
of  his  Colleries.  On  the  29th  they  arrived  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
leffer  Moravar’s  country,  wdio  being  likewife  frequently  called  the 
Nellicotah  Polygar,  we  ffiall  in  future  diftinguiffi  him  from  the 
greater  Mora\  ar  by  that  title.  Plere  they  expecffed  500  horfe  from 
'Panjore  ; but  none  were  arrived,  or  near.  Scouts  fent  forjvard  re- 
ported, that  all  the  roads  and  paths  in  the  country  before  them  were 
oblfru6led  with  trees  frefh  cut  down  and  ftrewed  acrofs  the  way,  and 
that  numbers  of  Colleries  were  every  where  ready  to  difpute  the 
paffage.  Meffengers  were  fent  to  enquire  the  reafon.  The  Polygar 
faid,  that  being  at  enmity  with  Tanjore,  and  knowing  that  Calliaud 
had  alked  the  king  for  a body  of  horfe,  he  had  barred  his  woods, 
being  determined  not  to  admit  any  Tanjorines  into  his  country. 
Calliaud,  being  by  this  time  convinced  that  the  King,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  promifes,  did  not  intend  to  fend  any,  made  a merit  of  re- 
jefting  what  he  was  not  likely  to  obtain,  and  affured  the  Polygar  he 
would  not  accept  of  their  affiftance ; on  which  all  obftacles  were 
removed,  and  the  troops,  after  a halt  of  three  days,  entered  his 
country  on  the  4th  of  March.  In  feven  days  more,  of  which  they 
halted  during  the  third  at  Mangalum^  they  arrived  at  Paralachy,  the 
laft  town  they  had  to  pafs  in  the  diffrids  of  the  greater  Moravar, 
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having  received  every  kind  of  hof|)itality  in  the  countries  of  both  1757. 
Polygars.  Excepting  the  feet  of  a few  miffionaries,  this  track  had 
never  before  been  trodden  by  any  Europeans.  At  Mangalum,  Cal- 
liaud  met  the  brother  of  the  Neliicotah;  and  at  Paralachy,  the  prin- 
cipal man  of  the  greater  Moravar : and  learnt  from  them  that  the  two 
Polygars  and  Tondiman  had  entered  into  a league  to  attack  the  king 
of  Tanjore  with  all  their  forces  united,  on  the  very  next  attempt  he 
fliould  make  againft  the  territories  of  either  of  the  three.  The 
troops  having  halted  a day  at  Paralachy,  continued  their  march  to 
Tinivelly,  through  the  open  country,  in  diftrids  belonging  to  this 
government. 

O 

The  Pulitaver,  with  tire  Polygars  of  his  alliance,  had  taken  the 
field  in  the  middle  of  January,  as  foon  as  Maphuze  Khan  arrived 
at  Nellitangaville  ; their  force  amounted  to  10,000  men,  and  the 
cavalry  of  Madura  under  the  command  of  Berkatoolah,  to  one 
thoufand.  This  army  moved  by  flow  ftages  to  the  eaflward,  the 
Colleries  plundering  day  and  night  on  either  hand,  and  at  length 
encamped  before  Pamalu7iicnitch,  at  this  time  the  principal  refidence 
of  Catabominaigue,  the  chief  of  the  eaftern  Polygars,  and  de- 
manded his  affiftance  ; who,  dreading  the  defl:ru6Iion  that  would 
follow  his  refufal,  complied,  and  joined  them  with  3 or  4000  men. 

But  the  Polygar  of  Etiaporum^  the  next  in  importance,  made 
fome  pretence  to  withhold  his  troops,  for  w'hich  the  Pulitaver  was 
not  forry ; and  the  army  marched  from  Panialumcrutch  diredlly  to 
Tinivelly,  flill  plundering  all  the  way  ; but  W’ere  deterred  from  at- 
tacking the  town  itfelf,  by  the  adivity  of  the  Company’s  Sepoys 
Rationed  there  under  the  command  of  Buffiponaigue.  Returning 
with  their  plunder  to  the  northward,  they  ravaged  all  the  acceflible 
and  cultivated  difl;ri6ls  belonging  to  Etiaporum  in  revenge  for  his 
neutrality  ; and  from  hence  fent  off  a detachment  with  their  booty', 
amongfl:  which  were  5000  beeves,  to  Nellitangaville.  In  this 
while  IMahomed  Iffoof  the  commandant,  and  Moodilee  the  renter 
of  thefe  countries,  not  being  certified  which  way  Calliaud  w’ould 
direct  his  march,  expelled  that  he  would  come  in  foraewhere  near 
Madura,  and  remained  at  Chevelpetore,  under  the  hills  to  the  w^efb, 
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1757.  until  they  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were  marching  from 

March.  Panialumcrutch  towards  Tinivelly  ; on  which  they  moved  to  inter- 
cept their  return,  and  befides  other  Polygars  of  lefs  note  \verc  ac- 
companied by  Vaniah  of  Sevagherry,  a very  large  Collery  fort  fitu- 
ated  at  the  foot  of  the  hills  about  20  miles  fouth  of  Chevelpetore  ; 
but  the  enemy  had  followed  their  plunder  from  Etiaporum,  and 
were  arrived  at  Nellitan^aville  before  iffoof  could  interfe6t  their 
return  : he  neverthelefs,  when  thus  far,  remained  in  the  diftri^is 
mid-way  between  Chevelpetore  and  Tinivelly,  as  the  beft  pofition  to 
watch  their  future  movements,  until  he  received  orders  from  Captain 
Calliaud  to  repair  to,  and  wait  for  him  at  this  town;  in  confequence 
of  which,  he  proceeded  and  arrived  there  on  the  28th  of  February. 
The  enemy  no  fooner  faw  him  removing  to  a greater  diftance,  than 
they  again  came  out,  and  proceeded  to  Alwar  courchy,  a town  about 
20  miles  to  the  weftward  of  Tinivelly,  where  Moodilee  had  lately 
thrown  up  a mud  fort,  on  which  he  had  mounted  three  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  placed  in  it  1 50  Peons  and  Sepoys  under  the  command 
of  his  nephew,  Algapah.  The  enemy  attacked  the  fort,  which,  after 
more  refiflance  than  might  have  been  expedled,  furrendered,  and 
Algapah  was  fent  a prifoner  to  Nelletangaville.  Intelligence  of  this 
lofs  was  brought  to  Tinivelly  on  the  4th  of  March,  in  the  evening, 
and  at  8 o’clock,  Mahomed  Ifibof  marched  with  the  greatefl  part  of 
his  own  force,  and  all  of  the  Polygars  his  allies.  At  7 the  next 
morning  they  came  in  fight  of  Alwar  courchy,  and  were  furrounded 
on  all  fides  by  the  enemy’s  army,  of  which  the  cavalry  of  Madura 
were  mod:  to  be  apprehended.  The  fight  continued  in  a variety  of 
Ikirmilhes,  until  the  evening,  when  the  enemy  quitted  the  fort  and 
the  field.  The  Polygar  of  Outamalee  had  both  his  legs  ftruck  off  by 
a cannon  ball,  and  the  general  of  the  Pulitaver’s  men  was  likewife 
killed  ; of  their  troops  2 or  300  were  fuppofed  to  be  killed  or 
wounded  ; of  Mahomed  Iffoof’s  only  fix  Sepoys  were  killed  and  30 
wounded ; however,  the  adlion  was  eftcemed  a complete  viflory,  and 
to  fix  it  as  fuch  in  the  opinion  of  the  country,  he  marched  for- 
ward to  Shenganpetty ^ a fort  in  the  hills  belonging  to  the  Polygar  of 
Vadagary,  fituated  about  1 6 miles  to  the  north-weff  of  Alvar  courchy. 
3 The. 
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The  guard  abandoned  the  fort  before  it  was  attacked  ; and  Mahomed  1 757. 

Iffoof,  leavins:  100  Sepoys  to  garrifon  it,  diihaiircd  the  Polygars,  and  ^ 

. ^ i ■'  O . March, 

returned  with  the  renter’s  and  the  Company’s  troops  to  Tinivelly, 

where  Calliaud  with  his  detachment  arrived  on  the  i yth. 

The  force  now  affembled  at  Tinivelly  was  formidable,  but  could 
not  proceed  to  a61:ion  for  want  of  money,  which  the  renter  Modilce, 
from  whom  it  was  expedted,  was  not  able  to  furnilh;  and  the  fliroffs 
had  for  fome  time  been  deterred  from  fujiplying  him  by  their  appre- 
henhons  from  the  animofity  which  exifted  between  him  and  Mahomed 
Iffoof.  Captain  Calliaud  with  much  difficulty  reconciled  their  dif- 
ferences, at  lead;  to  appearance,  and  fo  far  as  to  induce  the  ffiroffs  to 
lend  200,000  rupees,  which  were  immediately  dilburfed  in  difcharg- 
ing  the  arrears  due  to  the  troops,  and  other  military  expences.  The 
Polygar  Catabominaigue  was  at  this  time  celebrating  a great  wed- 
ding in  his  family  at  Panialumcrutch ; to  which,  as  ufual,  the  whole 
country  round  was  invited,  and  Moodilee  as  a principal  gueft.  He 
went,  and  having  long  been  in  habits  of  acquaintance  and  bufinefs 
with  the  Polygar,  fixed  him  in  the  intereft  of  the  company,  and 
concluded  an  alliance  with  him  againft  the  confederates  with  whom 
he  had  lately  united,  as  well  as  all  other  enemies.  In  return, 
the  Polygar  requefted  that  fome  compenfation  might  be  made  to  his 
dependant  of  Etiaporum,  for  the  ravages  which  his  country  had 
lately  fuftained  in  confequence  of  his  refufal  to  join  the  rebels;  and 
Calliaud,  having  feen  the  effedls  as  he  marched  through,  remitted 
a part  of  the  line  due  on  the  hoftages  of  Etiaporum,  who  ftill  re- 
mained unredeemed  with  Tondiman.  Whillf  thefe  affairs  were  ad- 
juring, the  foutherii  monfoon  fetting  in  on  the  coafl:  of  Malabar, 
broke  over  the  vveftern  range  of  mountains  with  the  utmofl:  vio- 
lence, and  defcending,  with  the  cataracts  it  had  formed,  into  the 
plain,  deluged  the  whole  country  to  the  eaftern  fea  : the  ftorm,  rain, 
and  inundation,  continued  without  intcrmiffion  for  two  days  and 
two  nights:  the  harvcfts,  juft  ripe,  were  fwept  away,  and  with 
them  the  habitations  of  the  cultivators  : the  rains  continued  feveral 
days  after  the  winds  had  abated;  it  required  many  days  labour  and 
funfhine  to  drain  and  dry  the  ground,  and  more  time  to  repair  the 
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devaftatlon  which  the  agriculture  of  the  country  had  fufFered  ; dur- 
ing which  an  epidemic  ficknefs  broke  out,  and  carried  ofF  many  of 
the  diftrefFed  inhabitants  by  fudden  deaths,  which  the  patient  fim- 
plicity  and  Fuperftition  of  their  charabler  imputed  to  the  vifitation 
of  a goddefs,  J-,acheme^  coming,  they  knew  not  whence,  from  the 
North.  The  fhrofFs,  who  had  lent  money  to  Moodilee  on  the 
mortgaged  harveft,  would  not  fufFer  him  to  depart  until  they  faw 
the  country  recovering  ; which  obliged  Captain  Calliaud  to  remain 
at  Tinivelly  fome  time  longer,  in  order  to  fuperinte'nd  and  en- 
courage the  various  operations  which  were  necelFary  to  reftore  the 
cultivation. 

The  Prelidency,  whiliF  waiting  the  refult  of  this  expedition,  had, 
howloever  unwilling,  been  obliged  to  engage  in  hoftilities  in  the 
Carnatic.  The  Nabob,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  had  demanded 
of  his  brother  Nazeabulla,  the  governor  of  Nelore^  a fubfidy  of 
100,000  rupees  above  the  ufual  tribute  ; which  the  country  could 
afford  to  pay,  having  fufFered  little  from  the  diflrefFes  of  the  war,  to 
which  the  reft  of  the  Carnatic  had  fo  long  been  expofed  ; but  Na- 
zeabulla equivocated  and  apologized.  Ichlafs  Khan,  the  brother  of 
the  Nabob’s  buxey  or  general,  marching  at  this  time  with  500  horfe, 
and  other  troops,  to  colle61:  the  tributes  of  the  northern  Polygars, 
advanced  as  far  as  Serapely,  a fort  12  miles  fouth  of  Nelore,  and 
propofed  an  interview  with  Nazeabulla,  who  accepted  the  vifit,  giv- 
ing his  oath  on  the  Koran  ; but  requeued  Ichlafs  Khan  to  come 
with  few  attendants,  left  quarrels  fhould  arife  between  them  and  his 
own.  The  vifit  produced  no  change  in  Nazeabulla’s  excufes  for  not 
paying  the  money,  and  Ichlafs  Khan  left  the  city  in  the  evening 
without  harm  ; but,  after  it  grew  dark,  his  efcort  was  attacked  by 
an  ambufcade  of  matchlock-men  in  the  bufhes  near  the  road,  and 
one  of  them  was  killed.  The  Nabob  imputed  this  outrage  to  the  in- 
ftigation  and  example  of  his  other  brother  Maphuze  Khan  at  Ma- 
dura, and  of  an  adventurer  Meerfaeb,  who  was  in  pofFeffion  of  Ela- 
vanafbre,  and  plundering  wherever  he  lifted.  The  anguifh  which 
the  Nabob  exprefled  at  this  fecond  rebellion  riling  in  his  own  family, 
determined  the  prelidency  to  comply  with  his  earneft  requeft  to  re- 
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duce  Nazeabulla  ; but  his  troops  were  not  ready  to  march  from  1757. 
Arcot  before  the  ift  of  April,  although  the  outrage  happened 
on  2ifl;  of  February  ; during  which  Ichlafs  Khan  was  waiting  for 
them  with  his  detachment  at  Kalaftry,  the  town  of  the  polygar  Da- 
merlah  Venketappah-naigue,  70  miles  to  the  s.  w.  of  Nelore.  The 
force  from  Madrafs  was  only  100  Europeans,  the  company  of  ' 

56  Coffrees,  and  300  Sepoys,  with  one  eighteen-pounder,  three  fix- 
pounders,  four  cohorns,  and  one  howitz.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ford, 
of  Adlercron’s  regiment,  was  appointed  to  command  the  expedi- 
tion. The  Sepoys  and  bullocks  proceeded  by  land.  The  Europeans 
and  Coffrees,  with  the  artillery  and  ftores,  embarked  on  the  hift  of 
April,  in  a fhip  and  a Hoop,  which  anchored  the  next  afternoon  op- 
pofite  to  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kandeler,  feven  miles  to  the  North 
of  Kiftnapatam,  a town  of  confiderable  trade,  from  whence  they 
expelled  the  ufual  affiflances  of  the  port ; but  the  inhabitants,  inti- 
midated by  the  threats  of  Nazeabulla,  abandoned  the  town  on  the 
appearance  of  the  veffels,  which  were  employed  feven  days  in  effedt- 
ing  the  difembarkation  with  two  malfoolas  they  had  brought  from 
Madrafs.  During  this  interval  the  Sepoys  and  bullocks  arrived  ; 
but  coolies  and  more  bullocks  were  neceffary  before  the  detach- 
ment could  move  from  KiEnapatam,  and  the  Nabob’s  army  from 
Arcot  was  not  near  enough  to  fupply  them  before  the  2 2d  of  the 
month. 

The  next  day  Colonel  Forde  marched,  and  on  the  25th  joined  the 
Nabob’s  army  at  Serapely,  which  was  commanded  by  his  brother  Ab- 
dullwahab,  and  had  been  encreafed  by  the  troops  of  the  polygars  Ban- 
gar  Yatcham  and  Damerlah  Venketappah,  and  all  together  amounted 
to  10,000  men,  of  which  3000  were  cavalry.  On  the  27th  the  army 
encamped  before  Nelore.  This  town  ftands  about  500  yards  to  the 
fouth  of  the  river  Pennar,  extending  about  1 200  yards  from  eafi:  to 
wefl,  and  600  on  the  other  fides.  The  walls  were  of  mud,  and  only 
the  gateway  and  a few  of  the  towers  of  Pone.  The  parapet  was  fix 
feet  high,  with  many  port-holes  for  fmall  arms,  made  of  pipes  of 
baked  clay,  laid  in  the  moift  mud,  whilfi;  raifing,  and  afterwards 
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confolidatin^  with  the  mafs  ; the  common  method  of  formino- thele 
defences  in  India  : the  ditch  had  no  water,  and  was  in  many  parts 
much  choked  by  drifts  of  fand.  Nazeabulla,  on  the  approach  of 
Abdulwahab,  had  gone  away  with  1500  horfe,  and  left  the  city  to 
be  defended  by  a refolute  officer,  with  a garrifon  of  4000  Peons, 
u’ho  were  inftrucled  and  affiifed  by  20  Frenchmen,  fent  from  Ma- 
iulipatam.  The  Engliffi  troops  encamped  along  the  river  in  face  of 
the  town,  the  Nabob’s  and  the  Polygar’s  at  a diftance  higher  u|x 
On  the  29th,  the  eighteen-pounder,  with  the  field-pieces,  together 
with  the  cohorns  and  howitz,  began  to  fire  from  the  mound  of  a 
tank  at  the  diflance  of  300  yards  ; but  by  miflake  againft  the 
ftrongefl  part  of  the  wall,  on  which,  in  four  days,  they  made  no 
impreffion.  In  the  night  of  the  2d  of  May,  all  the  artillery  was 
moved  to  a battery  eredled  about  200  yards  to  the  left,  and  100 
nearer  the  wall,  which  in  this  part  was  vifibly  in  a ruinous  condi- 
tion. The  1 8-pounder  fired  brifkly  during  the  next  day,  and  by 
the  evening  made  a breach  which  appeared  pradlicable  ; and  hi- 
therto only  one  man  had  been  wounded  by  the  enemy’s  fire,  which 
had  been  very  few  cannon-ffiot,  but  continual  from  fmall-arms.  The 
next  day  Abdulwahab  fummoned  the  governor,  who  anfwered  with 
civility,  that  he  could  not  deliver  the  fort  to  any  one  without  a po- 
sitive order  from  Nazeabulla,  whofe  fait  he  eat.  It  was  therefore 
refolved  to  ftorm  the  next  morning  ; but,  during  this  interval  the 
garrifon  had  been  diligently  employed  in  counterworking  the  breach. 
On  each  fide  they  cut  a broad  trench  through  the  rampart,  and 
another  on  the  ground  within,  which  joined  at  right  angles  with 
thofe  from  the  rampart,  aiul  enclofed  a fjDace  of  fome  yards  fquare  ; 
thefe  trenches  were  to  be  defended  by  men  armed  with  long  pikes, 
whilft  numbers  Rationed,  fome  along  the  ramparts,  fome  in  va- 
rious pits  dug  for  the  occafion,  and  others  in  the  adjacent  houfes, 
were  to  annoy  the  affailants,  when  on  the  breach,  with  flones,  ar- 
rows, and  fire-arms,  to  which  their  own  pikemen,  being  intrenched 
ffireall-high,  would  be  little  expofed.  At  fun-rife  the  Englifh  troops 
advanced  to  the  affault.  The  300  Sepoys  marched  firff ; the  com- 
pany of  Coffrees  next ; the  Europeans  in  the  rear.  The  enemy  fired 
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brilklj  as  the  line  ^^’as  approaching,  and  more  eij^ecially  from  the 
tower  on  the  left  of  the  breach,  that  Col.  Forde  ordered  a fix-poiin- 
der  from  the  battery,  whichj  at  the  diflanee  of  a hundred  yards> 
kept  up  a conftant  fire  on  the  parapet  of  this  tower,  more  indeed  with 
the  hope  of  intimidating,  than  the  expeftation  of  doing  any  detriment. 
The  firflfew  Sepoys  who  gotupthe  breach  were  immediately  hopped 
by  the  pikes  from  advancing  either  forn  ards,  or  on  either  hand,  and 
had  fcarcely  difeharged  their  mufkets  before  they  were  all  wounded ; 
on  which  thofe  immediately  behind  ran  down  in  confufion,  and  the 
whole  body  in  an  infrant  broke  ; but  dlfperfed  to  the  right  and  lel't 
of  the  reh  of  the  line.  The  Coffrees,  led  by  Enfign  Elliot,  took 
their  place  without  trepidation,  and  having  mounted,  maintained 
their  ground  on  the  breach  gallantly,  endeavouring,  after  they  had 
fired,  to  break  down  the  pikes  with  their  mulkets,  and  even  to  pufh 
into  the  trenches  : but  in  vain,  for,  in  a few  minutes,  four  of  them 
were  killed,  and  thirteen,  with  Lieutenant  Elliot,  wounded  ; on 
which  tho  reft  were  called  down.  7"he  Europeans,  who  during  this 
contefthad  remained  thronged  at  the  foot  of  the  breach,  now  mounted, 
every  man  as  he  flood  neareft,  wdthout  regard  to  rank,  order,  or 
command.  This  affault  continued  half  an  hour,  during  which  Capt. 
I lunt  was  fhot  with  an  arrow,  Callender  and  Richard  Smith,  and  Mr. 
Alexander,  the  commiffary,  were  bruifed  with  flones,  and  with  them 
four  of  the  foldiers  killed,  and  27  wounded  on  the  breach,  and  the 
enemy  flill  as  adlive  as  ever  ; on  which  Colonel  Forde,  who  w’as  at  the 
foot  of  the  wall,  ordered  the  retreat,  which  was  made  with  more  hurry 
than  became  troops  who  had  hitherto  behaved  with  fo  much  courage; 
for  every  mxan,  inftead  of  waiting  for  bis  officers  and  colours,  ran  as 
fafl  as  he  could  to  take  fhelter  in  the  battery,  and  allpaffed  thefieid.- 
piece  without  flopping  to  bring  itaway,until  Captain  RichardSmith, 
who,  in  rotation  of  duty,  brought  up  the  rear,  halted  with  a few 
of  his  own  company,  and  afterwards,  with  the  affiflance  of  fome  of 
the  Nabob’s  horfemen,  who  were  near,  dragged  the  field -piece  to 
the  battery  : during  which  two  of  his  ferjeants,  and  two  of  the 
horfemen,  were  wounded  from  the  walls.  The  Nabob’s  army,  dur- 
ing; 
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1757.  ing  the  affanlt,  advanced  in  feveral  bodies  againlb  different  parts  of 
^-77- — ^ the  town,  but  their  appearance  no  where  withdrew  the  attention  of 
the  garrifon  from  the  defence  of  the  breach. 

The  vent  of  the  eighteen  pounder  being  run,  it  was  impoffible  to 
renew  the  attack  until  other  battering  cannon  arrived  from  Ma- 
drafs  ; but  Colonel  Forde  had  already  been  informed  by  the  prefi- 
dency,that  the  French  troops  were  ading  in  the  field,  and  threatened 
defigns  which  might  render  it  neceffary  to  recall  his  detachment. 
By  the  13th  the  wounded  were  fufficiently  recovered  to  march  ; and 
no  determination  being  as  yet  received  from  the  prefidency.  Colonel 
Forde,  in  compliance  with  the  repeated  requefts  of  Abdulwahab, 
croffed  the  Pennar  with  the  whole  army  in  purfuit  of  Nazeabulla, 
who,  it  was  faid,  ftill  continued  in  the  neighbourhood : on  the  15th 
they  halted  at  Sangam,  a pagoda  of  note  30  miles  weft  of  Nelore, 
where  they  were  informed  that  Nazeabulla  had  quitted  the  coun- 
try, and  was  gone  to  the  French  at  Condavir  ; on  which  the  army 
returned  the  next  day  towards  Serapely,  but  by  another  road,  leav- 
ing Nelore  to  the  left.  On  the  way  Colonel  Forde  met  feveral  let- 
ters, fignifying  the  encreafing  ai^prehenfions  of  the  prefidency  ; and 
on  his  arrival  at  Serapely,  received  exprefs  orders  to  return  with  the 
utmoft  expedition  to  Madrafs. 

The  government  of  Pondicherry,  with  the  advices  of  the  decla- 
ration of  war  againft  Great  Britain,  received  orders  to  refrain  from  any 
military  operations  of  rifque,  until  the  great  armament  preparing  in 
France  fhould  arrive;  which  injunftions  they  had  implicitly  obeyed  : 
but  when  they  faw  Madrafs  dividing  its  force,  although  not 
ftronger  than  their  owm,  on  fervices  at  fuch  diftance  from  each  other, 
as  Nelore  and  Tinivelly,  they  thought  they  too  might  attempt  fome 
acquifition  without  much  danger.  However,  they  began  with  great 
caution.  On  the  6th  of  April,  the  day  after  the  Englifh  troops  em- 
barked for  Nelore,  a body  of  200  Europeans,  and  1000  Sepoys, 
which  had  for  fome  time  lain  encamped  to  the  weftward  of  Pondi- 
cherry, marched  under  the  command  of  Mr.  D’Auteuil,  who  had 
lately  returned  from  France ; they  proceeded,  giving  out  fome  other 
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objects,  to  cover  their  real  intentions,  v'hich  were  to  fall  upon 
Elavanal'ore  by  I'urprize. 

This  place  is  lituated  about  6o  miles  wefl  of  Pondicherry  ; it 
conhfls  of  a fort  and  a pettah  both  {landing  on  a plain, -and  neither 
having  any  difficult  defences  : the  diflridls  are  of  no  great  extent, 
but  extremely  fei'tile.'  ' Before  the  truce  between  Mr.  Saunders  and 
Codeheu,  it  was  taken  poffeffion  of  by  an  adventurer  named  Meer 
Allumodean,  but  more  generally  known  by  the  name  of  Meer 
Saheb,  who  procured  his  confirmation  from  the  Nabob,  then  at. 
IVitchinopoly.  Under  this  fanction,  he  maintained  a much  greater 
force,  efpecially  of  horfe,  than  the  incomes  of  his  government 
could  afford,  and  kipported  therri  by  plundering  the  neighbouring 
diffridls,  pretending,  that  the  managers  of  them  were  attached  to 
the  French.  In  an  excurfion  immediately  after  the  truce  in  1755, 
he  j)lundered^all  the  French  diftri6ls  between  Seringhain  and  Pondi- 
cherry, when  the  prelidency  of  IMadrais  rebuking  his  proceedings, 
he  made  retribution  to  the  French  government,'  who  permitted  him 
to  keep  a fmall  fort  he  had  taken  ffom  them  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Klavanafore,  named  Ouliagellinoor.  This  ceffion  raifed  fufpi- 
cions  in  the  Nabob,  who  propofed  that  the  Englifh  detachment, 
which  efcorted  him  foon  after  from  'Fritchinopoly  to  Arcot,  ihould 
attack  Elav.anafore  in  the  way  ; and  again  that  the  Englifh  army 
fhould  proceed  againff  it,  in  the  beginning  of  the  lafl  year,  imme- 
diately after  it  had  retreated  from  Velore.  On  the  other  hand, 
Meer  Saheb,  knowing  himfelf  reprobated  by  the  Nabob,-  and  feeing 
nothing  to  be  got  by,  uniting  with  the  French,  thought  the 
mutual  enmity  between  the  two  his  beff  protc6tion,  and  paid  no 
refpecl  to  either  ; but  increafed  his  force,  and  continued  his  de- 
predations on  the  poffeffions  of  hoth.  Belides  driving  off  the  cattle, 
which  he  afterwards  fold  to  the  owners,  it  was  efpecially  his  cuffom 
£0  feize  on  perfons  of  fubffance,  whom  he  confined  until  they,  had 
paid  heavy  ranfoms.  In  the  month  of  September,  he,  in  one  ex- 
.curfion,  fwept  away  5000  beeves  and  6000  llieep,  indifferentlv  fiom 
the  country  round;  and  in  the  beginning  of  the  prefent- year,  again 
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plundered  the  neighbourhood  indiferiminately.  The  Nabob  then 
pretended  to  fufpecJd:  him  of  being  in  league  with  Maphuze 
Khan  at  Madura,  and  Nazeabulla  at  Nelore  ; but  as  foou  as  it 
was  known,  that  the  government  of  Pondicherry  intended  to  attack 
Elavanafore,  he  requeued  the  prefidency  of  Madrafs  to  prote<I^  him, 
rather  than  fuffer  fuch  valuable  dildi  i6ls  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
French. 

Mr.  D’Auteuil  advancing  by  forced  marches  appeared  before  Ela- 
vanafore on  the  j oth  ; and,  whiift  they  were  encamping,  Meer  Sa- 
heb  Rallied  with  all  his  cavalry  and  moft  of  his  foot,  and  had  well 
nigh  routed  the  whole  of  the  French  force,  when  he  was  fhot 
through  the  body  : his  troops  immediately  cealed  the  hght, 
but  efcorted  him  with  much  attention  back  to  the  fort.  D’Au- 
tueil,  on  this  trial,  fent  to  Gingee  for  reinforcements  and  can- 
non ; and,  in  the  mean  time,  prepared  to  make  a regular  attack : 
on  the  1 6th  arrived  250  Europeans,  with  1000  Sepoys,  and  the 
battering  cannon  ; but  on  the  fame  day  Meer  Saheb  died  of  his 
wound  ; on  which  his  brother,  with  the  families  of  both,  went 
away  in  the  night,  and  the  garriibn  after  their  example  likewife 
abandoned  the  fort  before  the  morning. 

Reports  had  prevailed  in  this  part  of  the  country,  ever  fince  the 
French  troops  had  taken  the  field,  that  they  intended  to  fall  upon 
ITitchinopoly,  which,  by  the  abfence  of  the- troops  with  Captain 
Calliaud,  was  left  with  a garrifon  very  inadequate  to  its  extent  j and 
even  Capt.  Jof.  Smith,  who  now  commanded  in  the  city,  apprehended 
.and  warned  the  prefidency  of  this  danger.  But  the  force  which 
had  taken  Elavanafore  was  unequal  to  the  enterprize;  and  D’Auteuil 
moved  back  from  Elavanafore  to  Chilambrum,  where  he  arrived  on 
the  I {I  of  May.  From  hence  he  marched  and  encamped  on  the 
Ikirts  of  the  woods  of  Warriorepollam,  and  fummoned  the  poly  gar 
to  pay  his  tributes  on  the  fame  pretenfions  as  Maiffin  had  de- 
manded them  two  years  before.  The  polygar  as  ufual  endea- 
voured to  gain  time  by  difculTions,  on  which  the  French  attacked 
one  of  his  barriers,  but  were  repulfe^  with  lofs  : however  he  was 
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frightened  by  the  attack,  and  agreed  to  pay  40,000  rupees,  but  took 
Ibme  days  to  produce  the  money. 

In  the  mean  time,  Captain  Calliaud,  whihl  regulating  the  af- 
fairs of  the  renter  at  Tinivelly,  acquired  intelligence,  that  the  con- 
federates were  treating  with  the  Myibreans  at  Dindigul  for  aid 
againft  the  Englifh  and  their  adherents,  the  Pulitaver  offering 
to  pay  down  500,000  rupees,  and  the  Jemautdars  of  Maphuze 
Khan  to  give  up  the  diflricls  of  Sholavanden^  in  which  are  comprized 
a ftrong  pafs,  and  the  only  road,  between  Madura  and  Dindigul. 
Neverthelels  it  was  not  intended  that  the  country,  when  conquered, 
Ihould  be  given  either  to  the  IMyforean  or  Maphuze  Khan:  it  was  to 
be  reftored  to  a defcendant  of  the  ancient  kings,  who  lived  in  con- 
cealment in  the  country  of  the  greater  Moravar  : and  Maphuze 
Khan  w'as  to  have  a fuitable  eftablifliment  in  Myfore. 

This  news  encreafed  the  neceffity  of  attacking  Madura  as  foOn  as 
poffible  ; but  the  arrangements  at  Tinivelly  were  not  finiflied  until 
the  loth  of  April,  on  which  day.  Captain  Calliaud  began  his 
march  from  thence,  with  180  Europeans,  2,500  Sepoys,  fix  field - 
pieces,  and  500  horfe  : Mahmood  Ifl'oof  commanded  the  Sepoys, 
and  Moodilee  what  horfe  were  levied  by  himfelf.  Six  companies  of 
Sepoys  were  left  for  the  defence  of  Tinivelly,  and  the  fame  number 
in  the  fort  of  Palamcotah.  On  the  fame  day,  Berkatoolah  and  Na- 
bey  CawnCatteck  fet  off  fromNellitangavile,  with  500  horfe,  leaving 
Maphuze  Khan  with  the  Pulitaver.  Skirting  along  the  hills,  they 
halted  one  evening  near  the  fort  of  the  Polygar  V’^aniah,  of  Shevag- 
herry,  which  flood  60  miles  s.w.  of  Madura,  and  20  below  Chevel- 
petore.  The  Polygar,  having  been  attached  by  Mahomed  llfoof,  lent 
out  his  Colleries,  who,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  fell  u])on 
this  body  of  cavalry,  and  with  their  fcreams  and  fireworks  difperfed 
the  whole,  and  took  40  of  their  horfes.  "I'hc  fugitives  re-affembled 
in  the  morning,  and  arrived  at  Madura  on  the  lyth  ; from  whence 
Nabey  Cawn  Catteck  immediately  went  to  the  greater  Moravar,  in 
order  to  prepare  fupplies  of  provifions  for  the  city.  On  the  20th, 
the  Englifh  army  arrived  at  Secundermallv,  and  lodged  themfelves 
in  the  pagoda  ; from  whence  Mahomed  Iffoof,  with  a party  of  Se- 
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poys,  was  detached  the  next  day  to  reduce  the  fort  of  Shoiavandem 
It  is  fituated  lo  miles  north-weft  of  Madura,  and,  although  in- 
tended to  command  the  pafs,  was  of  little  ftrength;  and  the  gariifon 
of  200  peons  abandoned  it  as  foon  as  Mahomed  llToof  appeared  ; but 
exceffive  rains,  which  railed  the  river  Vigee^  prevented  him  from  re- 
turning to  Secundermally,  before  tlic  adtln  In  this  interval,  Cal- 
liaud  received  letters  from  the  prelidencv,  advifmg  him  of  their 
apprehenlions  that  the  French  intended  to  attack  Tritchinopoly  ; 
wdth  orders  to  hold  himfelf  in  readinefs  to  march  to  its  relief  on  the 
firll  notice.  By  this  time,  he  was  likewife  convinced,  that  the  re- 
duction of  Madura  was  an  enterprize  of  much  more  difficulty  than 
had  been  reprefented  to  him,  and  fcarcelv  feafible  without  batter- 
mg  cannon,  of  which  he  had  not  brought  any  from  Tritchinopoly  ; 
and,  excepting  the  one  which  Mahomed  Iffoof  himfelf  had  depolited 
in  Madura,  there  was  not  a tingle  piece  in  the  -whole  country,  of 
which  Europeans  would  make  ufe.  However,  not  to  lofe  any  of  the 
precarious  time  left  him  to  atf,  he  relblved  to  attempt  the  city  by 
lurprize.  Bamboos  were  provided,  as  if  for  home  other  fer\  ice,  and 
no  one  was  fufrered  to  go  in  or  out  of  the  pagoda  until  the  ladders 
were  made.  On  the  night  before  the  id:  of  May,  all  the  troops, 
excent  a few  to  guard  the  baggage  and  artillerv^  marched  out  of  the 
pagoda,,  and  at  three  in  the  morning  arrh  ed  at  the  \vatercourfe 
which  runs  within  300  yards  of  the-  wedern  fide  of  the  walls. 

The  inward  w^all  of  Madura  is  22  feet  high,  including  the 
parapet,  w-hich  rifes  dx  above  the  rampart  ; at  the  didance  of  every 
100  yards  or  lefs  (for  exacl  fymmetry  has  not  been  obferved)  are 
fquare  towers.  The  fauffe-brav  is  30  feet  broad,  above  which  the 
outward  wall  rifes  onlv  five  feet,  but  defeending  to  the  bottom  of  the 
ditch  is  1 1 on  the  outfide.  Midway,  between  every  two  towers  of 
the  inward  -wall,  is  a fimilar  projedlion  in  the  outward,  -^vith  loop- 
holes which  command  the  ditch,  and  flank  the  intermediate  part  of 
the  wail,  in  which  are  none  : but  the  v/hole  parapet  of  the  inward 
wall  has  loop-holes,  fo  have  fome  of  its  tow'ers,  and  the  red  em- 
brafures  for  cannon.  The  fpot  chofen  to  be  attacked  was  the  firlf 
tower  on  the  left  hand  of  the  w’eflern  .gate\yay,  being  the  only 
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part  where  the  faufle-bray  was  clear  of  the  thick  thorny  bnfhes, 
which  had  not  injudicioufly  been  fufifered  to  over-run  it  in  every 
other ; but  the  garrifbn,  tr Lifting  to  this  defence,  had  entirely  neg- 
lected the  ditch,  which,  by  continual  drifts  after  rain,  was  almoft 
choked  up  to  the  level  of  the  plain.  The  party  allotted  to  the 
attack  were  roo  Europeans,  and  200  Sepoys;  the  reft  of  the  troops 
remained  in  the  watercourle,  ready  to  fujiport  the  event.  Calliaud 
led  the  jiarty  himfelf,  to  whom  the  method  of  attack  was  carefully 
explained,  and  ftricl  filence  enjoined.  The  foremoft  men  carried 
the  fix  ftiorter  ladders  intended  for  the  outward  wall;  the  next, 
the  fix  lo)iger,  for  the  inward;  as  foon  as  twenty  of  the  pa’ty  had 
got  into  the  faufte-bray,  it  was  intended  that  they  fhould  imme- 
diately take  over  the  longer  ladders,  which  they  were  to  plant,  as 
received,  againft  the  tower,  but  not  a man  w^as  to  mount,  until  all 
the  fix  ladders  were  fixed,  and  then  no  more  than  three  at  a time 
on  each  ladder. 

The  firft  ladders  were  jdanted,  and  Calliaud,  with  the  firft  20 
men,  had  got  into  the  faufte-bray,  had  taken  over  one  of  the  longer 
ladders,  and  had  planted  it  againft  the  tower,  when  their  hopes 
were  interrupted  by  one  of  thofe  accidents  which  from  their  tri- 
viality efcape  the  moft  attentive  precaution.  A dog,  accuftomed  to 
get  his  meals  at  the  mefifes  of  Ibme  of  the  foldiers,  had  accom- 
panied them  all  the  w'ay  from  Secundermally  into  the  ditch,  and, 
probably  from  anxiety,  at  not  being  able  to  follow  his  mafters 
into  the  fauffe-bray,  began  to  bark;  which  was  foon  anfwered  bv 
the  barking  of  another  dog^on  the  rampart,  and  the  yelps  of  both 
av/akened  the  neareft  centinel,  who,  crying  out  “ The  enemy,” 
raifed  the  guard  at  the  gateway,  wdiich  rej)aired  immediately  to  the 
tower.  The  loldiers  in  the  faufte-bray,  finding  the  alarm  taken, 
inftead  of  continuing  to  get  over  the  reft  of  the  ladders,  endea- 
voured to  mount  on  that  already  planted,  but  crowded  on  it  fo 
miiny  together,  that  it  crulhed  under  them.  This  communicated 
the  confufion  to  thofe  in  the  ditch,,  and  no  one  any  longer  did  what 
he  ought.  In  the  mean  time,  the  garrifon  increafing  on  the  rampart 
hung  out  blue  lights  of  fulphur,  and  difeovering  the  whole  party 
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be^n  to  fhower  oa  them  arrows,  ftones,  lances,  and  the  fhot  of 
fire-arms.  On  which  Calliaud  ordered  the  retreat,  which  was  efFedted 
with  little  lofs,  only  one  man  being  killed,  and  another  wounded; 
both  Were  Sepoys,  landing  on  the  glacis. 

The  troops,  after  taking  fome  refrefhment,  marched  from  the 
watercourfe,  and  proceeding  along  the  fouthern  face  of  the  town  took 
poif  in  a ruined  village,  about  600  yards  from  the  fouth-eaff  j)art 
of  the  walls,  which  in  this  quarter  were  of  a much  (lighter  con- 
lfru<5i:ion  than  any  where  elfe.  I'he  divifion  with  the  artillery  and 
baggage  from  Secundermally  joined  in  the  evening.  On  the  3d  in 
the  morning,  a battery  confiding  of  three  fix-pounders  began  to  fire 
on  the  walls,  and  continued  the  two  fucceeding  days,  without 
making  any  impreffion  ; on  which  Calliaud  fent  away  a company 
of  Sepoys,  with  a fufficient  number  of  bullocks,  to  bring  two 
eighteen- pounders  from  Tritchinopoly. 

The  prefidency  of  Madrafs,  whilft  anxious  concerning  the  fuccefs 
of  the  expeditions  againd  Madura  and  Nelore,  had  received  advices, 
on  the  28th  of  April,  from  Bengal,  by  the  Revenge,  Prote61or,  and 
Marlborough,  belonging  to  the  company,  with  the  welcome  news 
of  the  capture  of  Chandernagore,  but  without  a fingle  platoon  of 
the  troops  which  had  been  lent  in  the  armament ; and,  the  feafon 
being  now  changed,  none  were  to  be  expeded  before  September, 
Intelligence  of  this  difappointment  w-as  loon  conveyed  to  Pondi- 
cherry; and  it  now'  appeared,  that  the  French  had  waited  to  deter- 
mine the  operations  of  their  owm  troops  by  the  force  W'hich  might 
be  fent  back  from  Bengal  to  hladrafs.  They  immediately  barred  all 
their  garrifons,  and,  retaining  none  but  invalids  in  Pondicherry  it- 
felf,  enrolled  the  European  inhabitants  to  man  the  walls:  all  thefe 
parties  hadened  to  join  D’Autueil’s  camp  before  Arielore,  who, 
fending  forward  a detachment  of  100  Europeans  and  500  Sepoys  to 
Seringham,  follow'ed  himfelf  with  the  main  body  on  the  12th  of 
May:  his  w'hole  force  confided  of  1000  Europeans,  battalion  and 
artilleiw,  1 50  HufTars,  3000  Sepoys,  10  deld-pieces,  with  leveral 
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The  two  eighteen-pounders  intended  for  Madura  were  fent  off  1757. 
from  Tritchinopoly  early  jn  the  morning  of  the  12th,  under  the 
efcort  of  two  companies  of  Sepoys  ; but  had  not  proceeded  three 
miles,  before  a ftrong  party  from  Seringham  crolfed  the  Caveri,  and 
marched  to  circumvent  them ; which  being  perceived  from  the  town, 

Captain  Jofeph  Smith  re-called  the  guns,  and  marched  out  with  a 
confiderable  part  of  the  garrifon  to  proted  them,  on  which  the 
enemy  returned  to  the  ifiand.  On  the  14th  the  van  of  their  main 
body,  with  D’Autueil,  arrived,  and  with  the  garrifon  of  Seringham 
encamped  at  the  Pagodas  of  Wariore.  It  was  fome  time  that  Captain 
Smith  had  expected  this  vifit,  and  he  had  made  all  the  preparations 
which  the  means  in  his  power  admitted  to  receive  it : he  had  filled 
the  ditch  round  the  tov/n  with  water  by  the  ufual  fluices  from  the 
Caveri,  neverthelefs  feveral  rocky  parts  remained  fordable : the  pa- 
rapets both  of  the  outward  and  inward  walls,  whereever  decayed, 
had  been  repaired  : Tondiman  and  the  king  of  Tanjore,  on  his  ap- 
plication, had'fent,  the  one  300  Colleries,  the  other  300  matchlock- 
men  : the  Peons  entertained  by  the  Nabob’s  governor,  W’ere  four 
hundred:  but  all  thefe  men,  excepting  the  Colleries,  were  only  fit 
for  night-watches,  nor  for  that,  without  being  watched  them- 
felves:  the  Company’s  were  the  only  troops  which  could  be  relied 
on;  they  were  150  Europeans  rank  and  file,  of  v/hich  50  had 
lately  been  fent  from  Fort  St.  David,  1 5 artillery  men,  and  700  Se- 
poys; but  of  the  whole  few  had  feen  much  fervice,  for  the  beft 
had  been  taken  away  by  Captain  Calliaud.  This  force  would 
fcarcely  in  any  time  of  outward  danger  have  been  fufficient  to 
guard  the  W’alls,  of  which  the  circuit  w as  6400  yards ; much 
lefs  with  the  additional  ward  of  500  French  prifoners,  who  were 
confined  within  the  town,  and  from  whom  more  danger  was 
apprehended  than  from  the  enemy  without:  for  it  was  known,  and 
it  could  not  be  prevented,  that  they  maintained  a correlpondence 
with  their  countrymen  at  Seringham;  and  indeed  the  hopes  of  their 
breaking  loofe  during  the  attack,  had  been  the  principal  inducement 
to  the  prefent  attempt  agalnft  the  city.  More  troops  were  con- 
tinually 
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tln-ually  coming  up  to  Wariore ; and  on  the  1 5th,  the  day  after  the  fiifl 
arrived,  the  enemy  began  to  throw  fliells  into  the  town  : during  the 
night  feveral  parties  at  difterent  times  and  places  advanced  to  the 
ditch,  not  with  any  intention  of  fcaling  the  walls,  but  only  to  keep 
the  garrifon  from  reft  by  repeated  alarms.  Thefe  alerts  and  the 
bombardment  were  continued  during::  the  four  fucceedin^  days  and 
nights  ; and  on  the  20th,  M.  D’Autueil,  thinking  the  garrifon  fuf- 
liciently  harraffed,  fummoned  Captain  Smith  411  the  name  of  the 
king  of  France,  to  furrender  the  town,  and  fpare  the  effufion  of 
blood,  warning  him  that  he  fhould  refent  in  the  levereft  manner 
any  ill  ufage  which  might  have  been  inflifted  on  the  French  pri- 
Ibners.  Captain  Smith  anfwered,  that  he  fhould  maintain  the 
town  for  the  king  of  England  ; and  that  the  prlfoners  had  always 
been  treated  with  more  lenity  than  their  pracfices  defein'ed.  Some 
hours  after,  fpies  brought  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  intended  to 
make  a general  aflault  in  the  ap])roaching  night,  and  at  one  in  the 
morning  the  greateft  part  of  their  force  ad\  anced  towards  the  wefh 
face  of  the  town  ; but  a few  difeharges  of  cannon  made  them  re- 
treat, and  the  continual  vigilance  ot  the  rounds,  wltnefled  by  their 
lights  and  a variety  of  military  mufick,  deterred  them  from  any 
farther  attempt. 

By  this  time  feveral  of  the  neighbouring  Polygars  had  joined  the 
army  before  Madura,  and  were  of  fervice  in  fupplying  the  camp 
with  provifion,  as  V'ell  as  by  cutting  oft  fuch  as  were  going  to  the 
town,  and  Captain  Caliiaud  had  entered  into  a negotiation  with  fome 
of  the  Jemautdars,  to  delh'er  up  the  city,  or  to  afiift  in  furprizing  it. 
Colonel  Smith,  onthefirfl;  appearance  of  the  enemy’s  troops  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  Coleroon,  had  difpatched  exprefs  melfengers  to 
him,  with  the  intelligence,  which  he  received  on  the  iith  at  three 
in  the  afternoon.  At  fix,  he  began  his  march,  with  120  Euro- 
peans and  1 200  Sepoys,  leaving  the  reft  under  the  command  of 
Eieutenant  Rumbold  and  Mahomed  Ilfoof,  whom  he  empowered  to 
conclude  with  the  Jemautdars. 

The  troops  marched  without  tents,  baggage,  or  artillery  pa  few  bul- 
iocks.carriedtheljiare  ammunition,  and  fervants  belonging  to  the  com- 
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mifTary  were  fent  forward  to  provide  the  meal  at  the  different  places  1757* 
of  halt.  On  the  25th  at  day-break  they  arrived  and  halted  at  the 
village  of  Eliapore,  nineteen  miles  from  Tritchinopoly.  On  the 
road  Calliaud  had  received  advices  from  Captain  Smith,  that 
D’Autueil,  apprized  of  his  approach,  had  quitted  his  firft  ftation 
at  the  Pagodas  of  Wariore,  and  had  difpofed  his  troops  in  a line 
of  communication  which  extended  from  the  Faquieres  tope, 
round  the  Five  rocks,  the  Golden,  and  the  Sugar-loaf,  to  the  French 
rock ; by  which  all  accefs  on  the  foiithern  afpedl  of  the  city  was  pre- 
cluded. It  had  alfo  been  difcovered  that  feveral  f])ies  belonging  to  D’ Au- 
teuil  had  mingled  with  and  accompanied  the  Englifli  troops,  on  which 
Calliaud  ordered  them  to  be  narrowly  obferved  by  his  own,  but 
without  appearance  of  fufpicion,  intending  to  make  them  the  inftru- 
ments  of  deceiving  thofe  by  whom  they  were  employed.  The  troops 
having  taken  fufficient  reft,  and  a full  meal,  marched  from  Ella- 
pore  at  two  in  the  afternoon,  and  at  fix  arrived  at  Aour,  a village 
iiiTondiman’s  Woods,  about  twelve  miles  from  Tritchinopoly,  where 
they  flopped  half  an  hour.  Calliaud  then  bent  his  march,  as  if 
he  intended  to  come  out  upon  the  plain,  between  the  Five  rocks 
and  the  Sugar-loaf,  oppofite  to  the  middle  of  the  enemy’s  line, 
and  advanced  in  this  diredlion  fix  miles.  It  was  now  8 o’clock,  and 
quite  dark,  when  the  French  f})ies,  fully  perfuaded  of  the  intelli- 
gence they  were  carrying,  went  off  to  inform  D’Autueil  where  they 
luppofed  the  Engllfh  troops  intended  to  force  their  way.  Half  an 
hour  after  their  departure,  none  of  them  appearing  again,  Calliaud 
entirely  changed  his  rout,  ftrlking  on  the  eaft  along  the  fkirts  of 
Tondiman’s  Woods,  until  he  came  ojipofite  to  Elimiferum.  The 
ground,  from  the  woods  to  this  place  on  the  fouth,  beyond  it  to  the 
Caveri  on  the  north,  to  the  weft  of  it  as  far  as  the  French  rock,  and  a 
greater  fpace  to  the  eaft,  is  a plain  moftly  laid  out  in  rice  fields,  which, 
throughout  India,  are  divided  into  areas  of  no  great  extent;  each  en- 
clofed  by  a feparate  bank,  and  kept  overflowed  with  water  until  a fort- 
night before  the  harveft  is  cutdown,  until  which  time  they  remain,  as 
thefe  now  were,  a heavy  fwamp  of  mud.  The  French,  fuppofing  all 
this  part  of  the  country  impaffable  to  a body  of  troops,  had  not  thought 
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it  necefTary  to  Ilatioa  a watch  either  at  Elimifernm,  or  on  the  bank 
oftheCaveri;  and  the  information  which  Calliaud  had  obtained  of  this 
negledl  fuggefted  the  advantage  he  was  now  taking  of  it.  The  troops 
entered  the  rice  fields  at  ten  o’clock,  the  Europeans  marching  firft  ; 
the  Sepoys  were  obfcrved  by  the  Englilli  ferjeants  of  their  com- 
panies, and  their  own  Subadars  or  captains  were  men  of  duty  : but 
no  difcipline  could  be  exerted,  Vvhere  the  fucccfs  intirely  depended 
on  filence  and  darknefs  ; and  the  fpirit  of  the  foldier  himfelf  deter- 
mined, whether  he  fhould  give  out,  or  perfevere  in  gaining  his  toil- 
Ibme  way,  after  fo  much  fatigue  already  endured.  At  2 in  the 
morning  two  companies  of  Sepoys  were  lent  off,  with  orders  to  pufli 
for  the  townbetween  the  French  and  Sugar-loaf  rocks;  left  the  enemy 
fhould  be  led  to  fufpicions  of  the  real  march,  if  no  alarm  were  given 
to  any  part  of  their  line  : but,  contrary  to  expebtation,  thefe  Sepoys 
palTed  clofe  under  the  French  rock  without  being  challenged  by  a 
hngle  centinel ; for  all  the  troops  flatloned  hereabouts  had  been 
drawn  to  the  main  body,  guarding  the  ground  to  the  fouth,  indicated 
by  their  fpies.  At  4 in  the  morning,  the  two  companies  arrived  at 
the  Madura,  or  fouthern  gate  of  the  town,  where  they  were  imme- 
diately recognized  and  admitted.  It  was  near  the  dawn  of  day  be- 
fore the  main  body  with  Calliaud  reached  Chuckleyapollam  on  the 
bank  of  the  Caveri,  having  employed  near  feven  hours  in  wading 
through  the  rice-fields,  although  the  diftance  was  only  feven 
miles  ; two  more  fBll  remained  ; but  the  fight  of  the  city  infpired 
the  whole  line  with  new  alacrity  : and  their  commander,  who  from 
the  multiplicity  of  his  attentions  had  endured  more  fatigue  than  any 
of  them,  now  marched  at  their  head,  fupported  by  two  grenadiers. 
Captain  Smith,  apprized,  drew  out  half  his  garrifon,  with  two 
field-pieces,  ready  in  cafe  of  need  to  protedl  them.  Every  man 
was  received  with  open  arms  ; the  meal  and  every  refrefhment  was 
ready  for  the  welcome  and  exhauffed  guefis  ; and  with  the  rifing 
fun,  a difeharge  of  twenty-one  pieces  of  cannon  announced  their  ex- 
ultation, with  the  news,  to  the  French  troops  on  the  plain.  On  a 
review  it  was  found,  that  300  of  the  Sepoys  had  dropped  behind,. 
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but  of  the  Englifli,  only  two  or  three  had  failed.  Mr.  D’Autueil  1757. 
could  fcarcely  credit  what  it  was  intended  he  fhould  underhand,  by 
the  report  of  the  cannon  ; but  was  foon  convinced  by  fome  pri- 
foners  picked  up  by  his  huffars.  The  very  fame  evening  he  re- 
croffed  the  Caveri  with  his  whole  army,  into  the  ifland  of  Se- 
ringham,  and  the  next  day  paffing  the  Coleroon,  proceeded  towards 
Pondicherry. 

' Intelligence  of  the  French  army  marching  from  Arielore  to 
Tritchinopoly,  was  brought  to  Madrafs  on  the  15th  of  May,  juft 
after  the  prefidcncy  had  heard  of  the  repulfe  of  their  own  troops 
in  the  aftaults  of  Nelore  and  Madura.  Howfoever  averfe  theprefi- 
dency  had  hitherto  been  to  encounter  the  French  troops,  until  they 
knew  what  reinforcements  they  might  expedl  from  Bengal  and 
Europe  ; the  importance  of  Tritchinopoly,  and  convidlion  of  the 
danger  to  which  it  \vas  expofed,  now  ftiperfeded  this  relu61ance  : 
and  they  refolved  to  enter  the  French  territories,  as  the  moft  probable 
means  of  drawing  their  army  back;  or  even  to  follow  it  to  Tritchi- 
nopoly ; but  as  the  troops  from  Nelore  were  not  yet  arrived,  thofe 
in  Madrafs,  waiting  for  them,  did  not  take  the  held  until  the  26th 
of  May,  when  300  men,  being  the  whole  of  Adlercron’s  regiment, 
and  30  of  the  King’s  artillery,  four  field-pieces,  and  500  Sepoys, 
marched  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Adlercron  himfelf : but 
by  various  delays  arifing  from  attention  to  the  modes  of  warfare 
in  Europe,  they  did  not  reach  Chinglapet  until  the  31ft,  although 
the  diftance  was  only  30  miles : Captain  Polier  joined  them  here 
from  the  garrifon,  with  his  own  company  of  100  Swifs,  and  300 
Sepoys  ; but  two  days  after  came  the  welcome  news  that  Tritchi- 
nopoly was  relieved. 

Whilft  the  enemy  was  approaching,  Enfign  Banatyne,  who  com- 
manded in  Carangoly,  marched  from  thence  with  300  Sepoys,,  and 
took  the  fort  of  Outramalore  by  efcalade,  in  which  he  left  40  of  his 
Sepoys  ; but  two  days  after,  the  fugitive  garrifon,  which  likewife 
confifted  only  of  Sepoys,  returned,  with  500  more,  fent  by  the 
Kellidar  of  Vandlwafti  ; on  whofe  appearance,  the  Englifti  Sepoys 
evacuated  the  fort.  This  declaration  in  favour  of  the  French  de- 
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175^.  termined  the  preddency  of  Madrafs,  as  the  army  was  abroad,  to 
employ  it  in  the  attack  of  Vandiwafh.  But,  waiting  for  the  troops 
from  Nelore,  and  the  Nabob’s  from  Arcot,  Col.  Adlercron  flill  ad- 
vanced (lowly.  On  his  approach,  the  garrifon  in  Outramalore  retreated 
to  Vandiwaih,  where  the  army  arrived  on  the  5th  of  June  at  night; 
and  early  the  next  morning  attacked  the  Pettah,  which  they  car- 
ried, after  a (light  refinance  from  300  Sepoys,  whom  they 
purfued  towards  the  fort,  until  obliged  to  retreat  by  the  fire 
from  the  Walls  ; nor  could  they  remain  in  the  pettah  itfelf,  be- 
caufe  the  principal  idreets  led  (trait  to  the  fort,  and  were  en- 
filaded by  one  or  other  of  the  towers.  However,  the  fuccels 
coil;  no  lives  ; although  10  Europeans  were  wounded.  By  this 
time,  the  French  troops,  as  much  alarmed  by  the  motions  of 
the  Englifh,  as  the  Englilh  had  lately  been  by  theirs,  were  return- 
ing fad  from  Tritchinopoly  ; fome  were  already  arrived  at  Pondi- 
cherry, others  had  halted  at  Trivadi,  others  were  advanced  to 
Gingee  ; all  preparing  to  march  to  the  relief  of  Vandiwafii : on  the 
other  hand,  neither  the  battering  cannon,  nor  any  of  the  reinforce- 
ments, had  joined  the  Englilh  camp  ; and  there  was  no  probabi- 
lity of  making  any  imprelfion  on  the  fort  before  fome  of  the  French 
troops  would  arrive  to  its  fuccour  ; on  which  Colonel  Adlercron  re- 
lolved  to  quit  the  enterprize,  but  fet  fire  to  the  pettah  before  he 
retired  ; and  on  the  nth,  the  army  arrived  at  Outramalore. 

By  this  time  the  prefidency,  draightened  in  their  trealiiry,  were 
tired  of  the  expence  of  a campaign  which  had  produced  fo  little  ef- 
fe6l ; and  their  prefent  propenfity  to  caution,  as  well  as  parfimony, 
wasincreafed  by  unexpedled  intelligence  that  the  French  had  feized 
the  company’s  fa6(ories  atMadapollam,Bandermalanka,andIngeram, 
which  are  fituated  near  the  fea  on  different  branches  of  the  river 
Godaveri,  in  the  province  of  Rajahmundrum.  Tothefe  loflfes  were 
added  apprehenfions  arifing  from  various  reports,  that  Mr.  BulTy  in- 
tended to  attack  the  more  important  fa6tory  of  Vizagapatam. 

In  this  cloudy  hour  the  prefidency  injudicioufly  ordered  Adler- 
cron  to  return  immediately  with  the  army  to  Madrafs,  although  a 
part  of  the  French  troops  were  arrived  and  encamped  under  the 
5 walls 
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walls  of  Vandiwafh.  They  were  commanded  by  Saubinet,  an  of- 
ficer of  enterprize,  who  no  fooner  faw  the  Englifh  army  retreating 
from  Outramalore,  than  he  advanced  and  took  poITeffion  of  this 
place;  and,  as  foon  as  he  heard  that  they  had  repaffed  Ching- 
lapett  in  their  way  to  hladrafs,  detached  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  15th,  200  Europeans  and  500  Sepoys,  with  two  field- 
pieces,  to  retaliate  on  Conjeveram  the  fire  which  they  had  fet 
to  Vandiwafh.  Conjeveram  is  the  largefi;  open  town  in  the  Car- 
natic, and  the  mofl:  populous;  befides  the  relbrt  it  attrabls  by  the 
great  quantities  of  grain  produced  in  the  vaft  plain  that  furrounds  it, 
it  is  ftill  more  frequented  from  the  reputation  of  its  pagoda,  and  of 
the  college  of  Bramins,  who  pofTefs  it,  and  are  acknowledged  the 
fupreme  council  of  the  Indian  religion  in  Coromandel  : both  the 
Englifh  and  French  had,  during  the  late  wars,  kept  troops  in  the 
pagoda  ; but  its  fpace  and  proper  attentions  had  ffill  preferved  the 
priefls  and  the  holy  places  from  contamination  or  pollution.  There 
were  at  this  time  in  the  pagoda  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  under 
the  command  of  Serjeant  Lambertfon.  The  French  troops  arrived  at 
noon,  and,  contrary  to  their  expeftation,  were  afTailed  by  the  fire 
of  mufketrv,  concealed  on  each  fide  of  the  ftreet,  which  obliged 
them  to  beat  up  the  houfes  as  the  line  advanced ; and  the  Englifh 
Sepoys,  who  knew  their  ground,  continually  efcaped  from  one 
Ihelter  to  another,  renewing  their  fire,  until  they  retreated  into  the 
pagoda.  The  enemy,  exafperated,  then  advanced  againft  the  gate- 
way, where  the  ferjeant  was  ready  to  receive  them  again,  placing 
his  Sepoys,  feme  on  IcafFolding  along  the  walls,  and  others  amongft 
the  open  mafonry  of  the  flories  which  compofe  the  vaft  tower  over 
the  gate-way.  The  two  field-pieces  were  of  little  fervice  to  diflodge 
them  from  Inch  defences,  and  the  ferjeant  had  obftruded  the  porch 
with  large  trees,  laid  with  their  branches  outwards.  On  this  refiftance, 
Saubinet  thought  it  prudent  not  to  perfift,  for  his  time  was  limited, 
and  eight  of  his  Europeans  were  killed,  more  wounded,  and  of  the 
Sepoys  in  proportion.  They  therefore  marched  to  a diftant  quarter 
of  the  town,  from  whence  detachments  were  fent  to  collebt  what- 
foever  plunder  could  be  conveniently  carried  away.  In  the  evening 
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they  jfet  fire  to  the  town  : at  midnight  they  marched  away,  and  the 
next  day  arrived  at  Outramalore. 

The  terror  fpread  by  this  incurfion  was  of  much  more  detriment 
than  the  milbhief  done  at  Conjeveram  ; for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
open  and  fertile  country  along  the  Paliar,  abandoned  their  labours 
and  occupations,  and  the  renters  as  ufual  amplified  the  Ioffes  they 
were  likely  to  fuftain  in  the  colleclion  of  the  revenues.  The  prefi- 
dency  of  Madrafs,  fenfible  and  vexed  at  their  error,  immediately 
ordered  the  army  to  march  back,  and  re-crofs  the  Paliar.  Col. 
Lawrence,  although  he  had  refolved  from  the  time  he  was  fuper- 
leded  by  Colonel  Adlercron,  never  to  atl  under  his  command,  on 
this  occafion  offered  to  join  the  camp  as  a volunteer  ; and  Adlercron 
accepted  the  propofal  with  good  will.  The  army  marched  from 
the  Mount  on  the  19th.  7'he  French,  on  their  approach,  retired 
from  Outramalore  to  Vandiwafli,  and  Intrenched  flrongly  within 
half  a mile  of  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  fort,  fummoning  reinforce- 
ments from  all  their  garrifons  in  the  rear.  TheEngliflijlikewife  wait- 
ing for  detachments  and  the  Nabob’s  cavalry  from  Arcot,  did  not  ad- 
vance to  Outramalore  until  the  29th,  when  an  uncommon  ficknefs 
broke  out  in  the  camp ; men  being  fuddenly  feized,  and  dying  in  1 2 
hours,  and  as  many  died  as  recovered.  The  mortality  continued 
four  days,  but  the  camp  having  moved  on  the  fifth  five  miles 
beyond  Outramalore,  fewer  men  fell  down  the  next,  and  in  two  days 
more  the  ficknefs  entirely  ceafed.  On  the  1 1 th  of  July  they  encamped 
within  fight  of  the  enemy,  whofe  huffars  hovered  round  the  line, 
but  came  not  near  enough  to  receive  any  harm.  By  this  time  the 
flrength  of  the  two  armies,  although  different,  was  nearly  equal : 
the  French  had  800  Europeans,  of  which  100  were  huffars,  and 
,1500  Sepoys  ; the  Englifh  700  Europeans,  2000  Sepoys,  but  no 
horfe,  excepting  a few  troopers,  to  ferve  as  fcouts.  On  the  i6th, 
^00  of  the  Nabob’s  horfe  arrived  from  Arcot;  and  the  next  morning 
joo  of  them,  with  five  companies  of  Sepoys,  advanced  towards  the 
enemy’s  camp,  followed  by  a picquet  of  100  Europeans,  with  a 
field-piece,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  whole  line  drew  out,  ready  to 
>neet  a general  action,  if  the  enemy  would  give  the  opportunity  ; 
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but  they  recalled  their  advanced  polls  into  their  intrenchments,  and 
only  fent  out  their  huffars,  who,  as  before,  ventured  nothing. 
This  trial  convinced  Col.  Lawience  that  nothing  but  the  certainty 
of  advantage  could  bring  them  to  adlion  ; and  enough  being  clone 
to  convince  the  country  that  the  former  retreat  had  not  been  in 
confequence  of  fear,  he  thought  it  beh  to  put  an  end  to  the  expence  of 
the  campaign.  The  army  marched  away  on  the  26th,  and  the  enemy 
made  no  motion  to  harafs  them.  On  the  28th,  they  arrived  at 
Conjeveram,  where  500  Europeans,  with  1500  Sepoys,  remained 
in  cantonments,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-colonel  Forde: 
the  reft  returned  to  the  garrifons  and  ftations  from  whence  they 
had  been  drawn.  Thus  ended  this  campaign,  in  which  the  whole 
force  that  Madrafs  and  Pondicherry  could  bring  into  the  field,  re- 
mained 40  clays  within  a few  hours  march  of  each  other,  and  fepa- 
rated,  without  a man  wounded  on  either  fide.  Neverthelefs,  both 
were  right,  according  to  their  different  views  and  circumftances,  in 
refraining  from  adlion. 

The  garrifon  of  Madura  was  fo  much  elated  by  the  departure  of 
Captain  Calliaud  with  the  beft  of  the  troops,  and  by  thecaufe  in  the 
danger  of  Tritchinopoly,  that  the  Jemautdars,  who  had  made  pro- 
pofals  to  him,  would  not  continue  any  communication  with  Lieu- 
tenant Rumbold  and  Mahomed  Iffoof ; who  ordered  up  fix  of  the 
1 2 companies  of  Sepoys  from  Tinivelly  and  Palamcotah,  and  moved 
the  camp  from  the  s.e.  to  the  n.e.  of  the  town  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  river  Vigee,  in  order  to  cut  off  the  communication  of  the  garri- 
fon with  the  river,  from  which  they  drew  their  water,  as  all  in  the 
tanks  of  the  town  and  plain  was  putrid. 

The  four  fides  of  Madura  front  nearly  to  the  four  cardinal  points. 
The  river  paffing  from  the  n.w.  wafties  the  walls  at  the  n.e. 
angle;  the  bed,  unlefs  immediately  after  heavy  rains,  lies  in 
dry  flats  of  fand,  on  fome  of  which  are  buildings;  the  channels 
between  are  lhallow.  The  Englilh  camp  extended  on  the  nor- 
thern fide  of  the  river,  oppofite  the  angle,  and  within  point 
blank  of  part  of  the  walls  on  the  eaft  and  north  fides;  for 
nothing  was  feared  from  the  decayed  artillery  of  the  town. 
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The  gate-way  of  the  north  lide,  from  whence  the  garrifon  got 
their  water,  was  near  the  n.w.  angle,  and  about  8o  yards 
from  the  river;  on  the  fide  of  which,  oppofite  to  the  gate,  they 
threw  up  a retrenchment,  in  which  they  kept  a guard  to  pro- 
tect the  water-carriers.  Lieutenant  Rumbold,  with  the  Europeans, 
paffed  the  river  under  cover  of  a field-piece,  and  having  diflodged 
the  guard  from  the  poft  on  the  other  fide,  kept  poffeffion,  flrength- 
ened  it  with  better  retrenchments,  and  Rationed  two  companies  of 
Sepoys  to  maintain  it.  This  immediately  obliged  the  enemy  to 
open  another  gate,  it  was  that  to  the  fouth,  and  to  get  their  water 
from  the  tanks  within  and  without  the  town,  which  foon  threw 
many  of  them  into  fluxes. 

Rumbold  and  Mahomed  Iflbof  remained  three  or  four  days  without 
doing  any  thing  more,  hoping  to  put  the  enemy  off  their  guard,  and 
then,  taking  a night  when  the  wind  blew  very  ffrong,  advanced 
with  a large  party  of  Sepoys,  carrying  bundles  of  ffraw  mixed  with 
more  effedlual  combuffibles,  which  they  piled  and  fet  fire  to  againft 
the  outward  doors  of  the  gateway  ; which  were  foon  confumed,  and 
the  party  fuffered  very  little,  being  concealed  by  the  thicknefs  of 
the  fmoke,  and  ftill  more  protedled  by  the  indifference  of  the  garri- 
fon, who  knew  their  own  fecurity ; for,  when  advanced  with  a 
petard  through  the  windings  of  the  gateway  to  the  fecond  door, 
which  opened  immediately  into  the  city,  the  troops,  to  their  great 
furprize,  found  the  front  of  it  bricked  up  with  a ffrong  wall;  upon 
which  they  retired  witliout  delay.  By  this  time,  the  Sepoys  from 
Tinivelly  were  advancing;  and  Captain  Calliaud,  being  convinced  that 
the  French  army  were  not  likely  to  return  again  to  Tritchinopoly,  had 
detached  a platoon  of  30  Europeans,  with  300  Sepoys,  and  an  1 8 
pounder,  which  were  likewife  on  the  road  to  Madura.  The  garrifon 
hearing  of  the  approach  of  thefe  reinforcements,  refolved  to  make  a 
vigorous  effort  before  their  arrival.  Intellio-ence  was  received  of  their 
intention,  and  to  be  prepared  againff  it,  the  ground  on  each  fide  of 
the  camp  was  fluiced  by  cutting  the  mound  of  a large  tank  at  fome 
diffance  in  the  rear  ; and  Mahomed  Iffbof  undertook  to  defend  the 
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poU;  on  the  other  fide  of  the  river  with  the  ufiial  guard  of  two  com-  1 757. 
panies  of  Sepoys,  and  the  addition  of  a field-piece.  On  the  9th  of  ' 

the  month  the  enemy  made  the  fally  at  noon-day.  They  were  300 
Sepoys,  200  cavalry  difmounted,  and  200  more  on  their  horfes. 

The  riders  came  round  from  the  weft,  and  crofting  the  river,  kept 
galloping  on  this  fide  the  camp,  but  without  venturing  to  pafs  the 
fvvamp ; but  the  foot  ilfuing  from  the  north  gate,  which  they  had 
unbricked,  advanced  ftraight  forward  to  the  watering  poft.  A ftiot 
had  fcarcely  been  fired,  before  the  two  companies  of  Sepoys,  either 
from  panic  or  fpite,  for  Mahomed  Iffoof  was  a fevere  commander, 
abandoned  him,  and  difperfed,  all  but  ten  men,  with  whom  he  re- 
treated to  a choultry,  on  an  ifland  in  the  river,  to  which  they  were 
followed  by  part  of  the  enemy,  whilft  the  reft  leized  the  gun.  Lieu- 
tenant Rumbold  on  the  danger  advanced  with  the  company  of  Cof- 
frees,  and  one  of  Sepoys,  leaving  the  four  other  companies,  and  the 
field-pieces  for  the  defence  of  the  camp.  He  made  his  way  good 
to  the  choultry,  where  he  found  the  fmall  party  of  defenders 
reduced  to  their  laft  cartridge,  having  killed  more  than  their  own 
number  of  the  enemy,  who  retreated  as  foon  as  the  reinforce- 
ment came  up.  On  the  i ith  of  June,  arrived  the  detachment  from  June. 
Tritchinopoly ; when  Rumbold  mounted  the  eighteen  pounder  they 
had  brought  on  the  recovered  poft.  It  fired  three  days,  until  moft 
of  its  ammunition  was  fpent,  but  without  being  able  to  make  a 
praflicable  breach  ; and  in  the  mean  time  the  enemy  threw  up  a re- 
trenchment with  a deep  ditch  before  the  breach,  and  ftrengthened 
the  ditch  with  palifades ; fo  that  nothing  could  be  done  by  af- 
fault  without  more  force.  The  prefidency  had  forefeen  this ; and 
notwithftanding  their  other  alarms,  ftill  continued  intent  on  the  re- 
dutftion  of  Madura,  as  the  moft  dangerous  advantage  of  which  the 
French  were  likely  to  get  poftTeffion,  if  not  immediately  recovered  ; 
of  which  fenle  nothing  could  be  a greater  proof  than  their  inftiffi- 
cient  efforts  ; for  the  attempt  required  a complete  army.  They 
therefore  left  it  to  the  difcretion  of  Calliaud,  to  proceed  again  to 
the  attack,  with  fiich  a force  as  fhould  not  leave  Tritchinopoly 
expofed  again  to  too  much  rifque.  Some  days  paffed  in  waiting  the 
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return  of  a detachment  of  50  Europeans,  which  had  come  from, 
and  had  been  lately  fent  hack  to  Fort  St.  David  ; and  as  fooii  as 
they  returned,  he  took  the  field  with  90  Europeans,  400  Sepoys, 
an  eighteen-pounder,  and  200  horfe  fupplied  by  the  king  of  Tan- 
jore  ; more  than  half  the  Europeans  were  French  and  Dutch  de- 
lerters,  chofen,  that  none  but  the  Englifh  foldiers  might  be  left  to 
guard  the  French  prifoners  in  the  city.  The  renter  hloodilee,  na- 
turally timorous,  and  awed  by  the  imperious  temper  of  Mahomed 
IfToof,  had  quitted  the  camp,  and  followed  Calliaud  uhen  he 
marched  to  the  relief  of  Tritchinopoly ; from  whence  he  now  again 
returned  with  him  to  Madura.  The  detachment  fet  out  on  the 
25th  of  June,  and  arrived  on  the  3d  of  July.  The  Sepoys  called 
from  Tinivelly  had  joined  a few  days  before  ; but  Mr.  Rumbold 
had  neverthelefs  been  obliged  to  reduce  his  operations  to  preventing- 
the  garrifon  from  getting  water  from  the  river,  and  provifions  from 
the  country. 

Calliaud,  feeing  the  dexterity  with  which  the  enemy  had  counter- 
afted  the  battery  of  Rumbold,  refolved  to  prevent  them  from  op- 
pofing  the  fame  obftacles  to  that  which  he  intended  to  erecl,  bv  keep- 
ing them  in  ignorance  of  the  part  he  fhould  attack,  until  the  fuff 
Riot  was  fired.  The  gabions,  fafcines,  and  platforms,  were  pre- 
pared in  the  camp ; and  as  foon  as  all  were  rcadv,  the  troops  al- 
lotted marched  on  the  9th  at  night  to  the  watercourfe  which  runs 
to  the  weft  of  the  city,  and  raifed  the  battery  againft  the  curtain 
between  the  gateway  and  the  tower  which  had  been  attempted  by 
efcalade  of  the  ift  of  May.  It  mounted  two  eighteen -pounders, 
with  four  field-pieces,  was  finifhed  before  the  morning,  and  at  day- 
break began  to  fire.  The  parapet  of  the  faufte-bray  was  foon  beaten 
down,  and  the  inward  wall,  although  ftrong,  as  by  noon  ftiaken  fo 
much,  that  the  parapet  of  this  likewife  fell  entirely,  and  the  wall  it- 
felf  was  fufficiently  fliattered,  to  permit  a man  to  clamber  to  the  top : 
but,  in  this  ftiort  time,  the  garrifon  had  ftaked  the  rampart  behind 
with  the  trunks  of  Palmeira  trees  fet  on  end : a few  fhot  knocked 
down  fome,  nor  could  any  of  them  have  been  firmly  fixed,  and  to 
leave  the  enemy  no  more  time  to  prepare  farther  defences,  Cal- 
a liaud 
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Hand  refolved  to  ftorm  immediately.  Of  the  Europeans,  only  the  1757. 
artillery-men  were  left  at  the  battery  : all  the  battalion-men,  who  -v— — 
were  1 20,  marched,  followed  by  the  comjxiny  of  Cofffees,  and  they 
by  400  Sepoys.  Calliaud  led  the  Europeans,  and  Mahomed  KToof 
the  Sepoys.  The  garrifon  had  difciplined  300  of  their  matchlock- 
men  as  Sepoys ; who,  although  much  inferior  to  thefe  troops, 
were  improved  far  beyond  their  former  fiate ; thefe  w'ere  polled  on 
the  weftern  gateway,  which,  proje611ng  beyond  the  fauffe-bray 
into  the  ditch,  flanked  the  tower  attacked  ; and  a multitude  were 
crowded  on  the  ramparts  behind  and  on  each  tide  of  the  breach. 

The  troops,  although  galled,  advanced  refolutely  through  the  ditch 
and  faulTe-bray,  and  four  of  the  mofl;  adive  fcrambled  up  the 
breach  to  the  ramj^art,  but  were  immediately  tumbled  down  dead, 
or  mortally  wounded.  This  reprefled  the  ardour  of  thofe  who  were 
following:  an  officer  threw  out  imprudent  words,  and  the  infirmity 
vifibly  caught  the  MTole  line,  notwithftanding  the  exhortations  and 
aflivity  of  Calliaud,  who  was  in  the  faufle-bray  direding  the  affault. 
Whofoever  mounted  afterwards  came  down  without  getting:  to  the 
top,  pretending  the  impoffibility,  although  the  danger  was  as  great 
in  the  fauffe-bray  below  ; for,  befides  the  fliower  of  other  annoy- 
ances, the  enemy  had  prepared  bags  and  pipkins  filled  with  mere 
powder,  to  which  they  fet  fire  as  they  toffed  them  dov/n  on  the 
heads  of  the  affailants,  and  the  fcorch  of  the  explofion  was  in- 
evitable and  intolerable.  Neverthelefs,  Calliaud  continued  the  af- 
fault half  an  hour  ; w'hen  finding  that  no  command  was  any  longer 
obeyed,  and  that  much  lofs  had  been  fuflained,  he  ordered  the  re- 
treat. Four  of  the  bravefl  ferjeants  were  killed,  and  as  many 
wmunded,  and  20  other  Europeans  were  either  killed  or  defperately 
wounded;  of  the  Coffrees  10;  of  the  Sepoys  100  w'ere  difabled, 
but  few  of  this  body  were  killed,  and  fewer  died  afterwards  of  their 
wounds. 

The  prefidency  received  intelligence  of  this  repulfe  on  the  25th, 
and  on  the  fame  day  two  Peons,  efcaped  from  Vizagapatam,  brought 
news,  that  Mr.  Bully  had  taken  that  lettlement,  in  w hich  were 
{50  European  fokliers.  Thefe  evils  were  aggravated  by  the  circum-  . 
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1757*  of  the  times  ; for  there  is  no  country  in  which  the  flighted 

fuccefies  and  mifchances  of  war  weigh  fo  much  in  the  opinions  both 
of  friends  and  enemies,  as  in  Tndoftan,  and  a large  body  of  Mor- 
ratoes  had  encamped  a few  days  before  on  the  weftern  frontiers 
of  the  Carnatic,  threatening  the  Nabob  to  enter  and  ravage  the  pro- 
vince, if  their  demands  were  not  complied  with. 

-The  Nana  Balagerow,  after  his  return  from  Sanore,  in  the  laft 
vear,  remained  at  Poni,  in  appearance  attentive  only  to  the  affairs 
of  Delhi,  and  the  northern  countries  of  Indoftan,  to  u hich  he  de- 
tached a very  large  force  in  Ocfober;  but  when  he  faw  Salabadjing 
and  Mr.  Bulfy  proceeding  with  their  relpedlive  armies,  the  one  to 
Aurengabad,  the  other  to  the  ceded  provinces,  he  took  the  field 
himfelf  with  6o,coo  horfe,  and  proceeded  to  the  Southward,  pafled 
the  Kriftna,  and  having  purified  his  army  in  the  flreams  of  the 
Beamraw,  a lacred  river  in  Viziapore,  they  fet  off  from  hence  in 
February,  the  middle  of  February,  and  marched  rapidly  towards  Myfore, 
carrying  terror  and  deflruftion  wherever  they  came.  Moft  of  the 
forts  on  the  way  furrendered  on  the  firfl:  llimmons,  and  fuch  as 
held  out,  were  invefted,  or  at  leaf!  watched  by  detachments,  whilff 
the  main  body  purfued  its  courfe  without  interruption  to  the  capital 
Serlngapaiam.  It  was  fome  appreheiifions  of  tlfis  invafion,  which  had 
recalled  the  General,  Hyderally,  from  Dindigul  in  the  beginning  of 
the  year;  who  neverthelefs  was  not  fufficiently  prepared  to  refifl:  the 
invafion,  and  the  Delaway  or  Regent,  being  much  frightened, 
they  negociated,  and  agreed  to  pay  Balagerow  two  millions  of  rupees. 

Jpril.  The  terms  were  concluded  in  the  middle  of  April,  and  Balagerow, 
on  his  return  to  the  northern  divifion  of  Myfore,  continued  to 
reduce  the  forts  he  had  left  in  his  rear;  although  many  of  them 
were,  at  this  time,  in  the  dependance  of  this  kingdom.  The 
principal  of  thefe,  and  indeed  the  flTongeft  in  the  whole  country, 
is  Serah,  which  is  likewife  called  Sirpi.  It  is  fituated  on  a great 
mountain,  120  miles  north  of  Seringapatam  ; the  Governor  refifled 
in  the  beginning,  but  the  bribes  and  batteries  of  the  Morratoe  in- 
duced him  in  three  weeks  to  furrender.  The  rainy  feafon  was  now 
approaching,  when  the  Kriflna  overflows,  and  becomes  impaffable  ; 

and 
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and  it  was  a maxim  v/ith  Baiagerow,  never  to  remain  to  the  foiith- 
ward,  with  that  obftacle  between  himfelf  and  his  capital.  He 
accordingly  marched  away  from  Sirpi,  with  the  greateft  part  of 
his  army,  45,000  men,  but  left  15,000  horfe,  as  many  foot,  and 
a large  train  of  artillery,  under  the  command  of  a general  named 
Balaventrow,  to  execute  the  other  purpofes  of  the  campaign,  who, 
after  receiving  the  fubmiffions  and  fines  of  a variety  of  petty  Poly- 
gars  under  the  fubjedlion  of  Sirpi,  proceeded  40  miles  to  the  s.s.e. 
and  encam])ed  between  two  forts  called  the  greater  and  leffer 
Balalxirum,  of  which  the  greater  refufed  to  make  any  fubmiffion, 
hut  the  kellidar  of  the  other  paid  50,000  rupees.  From  hence 
they  proceeded  20  miles  farther  eafl,  and,  after  a liege  of  10  days, 
took  Oufcotah.  This  fort,  although  far  dilhant  from  the  territory 
of  Cudapah,.  belonged  to  the  Nabob  of  that  province.  Proceed- 
ing, they  fummoned  the  fort  of  Colar,  lituated  20  miles  beyond 
Oufcotah,  and  being  refufed,  left  it  in  their  rear,  and  fat  down 
before  Mulliavaukel,  twenty  miles  farther  on.  This  fort  hands  on 
the  higheft  rock  of  a large  mountain,  and  is  impregnable  by 
open  force.  Balaventrow  therefore  tried  money,  which  in  four 
days  gained  the  place.  They  were  now  within  30  miles  of  the 
great  range  of  mountains  which  bound  the  Carnatic  to  the  weft  ; 
and  on  the  27th  of  June  encamj)ed  before  the  fort  of  Cudapanatam, 
fixty  miles  N.  by  w.  from  the  city  of  Arcot,  and  commanding  the 
entrance  of  one  of  the  paftes  into  the  Carnatic.  Balaventrow, 
whilft  preparing  to  attack  the  fort  of  Cudanapatam,  fent  forward 
letters  from  Balajerow,  with  his  own,  to  the  Nabob,  and  the  prefi- 
dency.  During  the  expedition  to  Seringapatam,  Balajerow  had  like- 
wife  written  feveral  to  the  prefidency,  in  which  he  complained,  that 
the  government  of  Bombay  had  given  him  no  fhare  of  the  plun- 
der of  Gheria  ; and  held  out  his  intentions  of  vifiting  the  Carnatic  on 
his  return  from  Myfore,  in  order  to  lettle,  as  he  faid,  the  affairs 
of  the  province  ; but  thefe  were  deemed  expreflions  merely  deligned 
to  intimidate,  infomuch  that  the  prefidency,  in  anfwer,  invited  him 
to  come  and  affft  them  in  expelling  the  French,  as  the  only 
means  of  reftoring  tranquillity  to  the  country.  They  were  therer 
fore  not  a little  furprized  to  find  in  the  letters  now  received  from 
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Balagerow  and  his  agent,  to  themfelves,  and  in  ftronger  terms  to 
the  Nabob,  a peremptory  demand  of  the  CJiout  or  tribute  due  to  the 
king  of  the  Morratoes  from  the  Naboblhip  of  Arcot,  which 
Balajerow  afferted  had  been  fettled  by  Nizamalmuluck  at  fix 
hundred  thoufand  rupees  a year,  four  for  the  Carnatic,  and  two 
for  Tritchinopoly  and  the  fouthern  countries  ; but  that  he  had  re- 
ceived nothing  for  fix  years,  that  is,  fince  the  death  of  the  Nabob 
Anwarodcan  Khan  : the  fum  he  required  was  four  millions  of 
rupees. 

The  city  of  Arcot  was  firuck  with  conflernation  by  the  arrival 
of  the  Morratoes  at  Cudanapatam,  and  the  Nabob  himfelf  appre- 
hended the  incurfion  of  fome  of  their  paities  even  into  the  town, 
on  which  the  prefidency  in\ited  and  advifed  him  to  fend  the 
women  and  children  of  his  family  to  Madrafs  ; but  his  mother,  the 
Avidow  of  Anaverdi,  having  ipme  prejudice  againfi:  the  air  of  the  fea 
coafi:,  chofe  to  remain  at  Arcot  ; the  reft  arrived  on  the  loth  of 
July,  palfing  without  danger,  as  the  Englilh  army  were  then 
before  Vandiwafh.  In  the  mean  time  a correfpondence  by  letters 
and  agents  was  carrying  on  between  the  Nabob  and  Balaventrow. 
Cudapanatam,  after  a breach,  furrendered  on  the  15th  of  July  ; 
when  a fiirong  detachment  of  jN'Iorratoes  im.mediately  came  through 
the  pafs  and  invefted  Ambore,  from  which  they,  levied  a contri- 
bution, and  their  parties  fcoured  the  valley  of  Vaniambaddy,  quite 
up  to  the  gates  of  Velore  ; but  Balaventrow  himfelf,  with  the  main 
bodv,  remained  at  Cudapatnam,  and  fent  an  officer  of  diftinftion  and 
srreat  prudence  named  Armetrow,  to  negotiate  with  the  Nabob  : he 
arrived  at  Arcot  on  the  20th  : he  demanded  400,000  rupees  as  arrears 
from  the  Nabobfiiip  in  general,  with  the  referve  of  colledling  from  the 
forts  and  Polygars  of  the  Carnatic  in  proportion.  After  much  dif- 
cuffion,  he  confented  to  take  200,000  in  ready  money  from  the 
Nabob,  and  his  refcripts  on  the  forts  and  Polygars  for  250,000  more. 
Thefe  terms,  confidering  all  circumftances,  were  moderate  ; and  the 
Nabob  thinking  that  the  prefidency  would  be  as  well  fatisfied  with 
them  as  himfelf,  requeued  they  would  furnifh  the  money  out  of  the 
rents  he  had  affigned  to  the  Company  for  the  expences  of  the  war. 
But  the  prefidency  wiffied  to  annul  a claim,  which  if  admitted  under 
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their  fandion,  might  never  be  relinquilhed.  They  had,  however, 
no  alternative  but  to  pay  or  fight  ; and  no  contemptible  means  of 
refiftance  were  tendered  to  them  at  this  very  time.  The  Morratoe 
IVIorarirovv,  in  conl'equence  of  his  fubmilfions  to  Balajerow  in  the 
preceding  year  atSanore,  hadjoined  and  accompanied  him  with  6000 
horfe  in  the  expedition  to  Seringapatam.  They  parted  after  the  re- 
dudion  -of  Sirpi,  and  Morarirow  returned  to  his  own  country  with- 
out having  got  any  thing  by  the  campaign,  not  even  the  pay  of  his 
troops,  which  Balajerow  regarded  as  military  vaffals  to  the  Morratoe 
fovereignty.  The  Nabob  of  Cudapah  had  been  fummoned  to  pay  the 
chout,  and  had  refufed ; on  which  Balaventrow  had  taken  Oufcotah, 
and  the  Nabob  armed.  The  neighbouring  Nabobs  of  Sanore,  Canoul, 
and  Condanore,  all,  as  well  as  Cudajiah,  Pitans,  took  the  alarm,  and 
Morarirow,  whofe  territory  is  contiguous  to  theirs,  pretending  to  fear 
as  much  as  they,  propofed  that  all  together  fhould  make  an  alliance 
with  the  Englilh,  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  the  Myforeans,  not  only 
to  oppofe  Balaventrow  at  prelent,  but  to  prevent  the  invalions  of  Ba- 
lajerow to  the  Ibuth  of  the  Krillna  in  future.  All  confented,  and  Mo- 
rarirow', taking  the  lead,  made  the  propofal  to  the  Nabob  and  the  pre- 
fidency  in  the  mod:  explicit  terms ; Cudapah  did  fo  likew'ife;  and  both 
proffered  to  march  immediately  and  give  battle  to  Balaventrow  atCu- 
dapanatam,  if  the  Englilh  troops  would  join  them  there.  The  preli- 
dency  could  fpare  no  troops,  and  was  as  much  afraid  of  them,  as  of 
the  Morratoes,  entering  the  province ; and  in  this  dilemma  refolved,  if 
poflible,  to  procraffinate  with  Armetrow  until  the  arrival  of  fupplies, 
or  intelligence  from  Europe,  Ihould  give  fome  certainty  to  their 
condubl  ; and  invited  him  to  come  to  Madrafs,  who,  on  the  offer 
of  the  Nabob  to  accompany  him,  confented  : they  arrived  on  the 
8th  of  Auguff,  and  the  next  day  conferred  with  the  governor,  who 
reprefcnted  the  merit  of  the  Englilh  nation  in  preferving  the 
Carnatic  from  the  dominion  of  the  French,  from  wdiom  the  Mor- 
ratoes would  never  have  received  any  tribute,  lince  they  had  paid 
none  for  the  northern  provinces ; in  the  redu61ion  of  which  he  prof- 
fered to  join  Balaventrow  wdth  a body  of  Englilh  troops.  But  both 
thefe  arguments  admitted  the  claim  ; and  Armetrow  perceiving  the 
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I 757.  evafion,  demanded  a pofitive  anfwer.  The  next  day  arrived  a veffel 

Augufk  from  Bombay,  difpatched  with  letters  from  England,  which  had 
been  fent  over  the  defert  of  Arabia,  and  were  dated  the  5th  of  Ja- 
nuary ; they  gave  intelligence,  that  four  fliips  of  the  line,  with  a 
frigate,  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Stevens,  were  failed  for 
India.  This  news  produced  no  change  in  the  temper  of  Armetrow, 
whom  the  utmoft  entreaties  of  the  Nabob  could  hardly  prevail  on 
not  to  depart  that  evening.  A confultation  was  held  in  the  morn- 
ing, when  it  was  finally  deemed  expedient  to  pay  the  money  ; but 
on  condition  that  3000  horfe  fliould  immediately  join  the  Englifh 
troops  at  Conjeveram,  and  proceed  with  them  to  attack  the  French 
army,  which  Hill  remained  at  Vandiwaflr.  A I'econd  conference 
paffed,  in  which  Armetrow  was  as  before  inflexible,  afferted  the 
chout  as  a right,  would  receive  nothing  with  any  condition  ; when 
the  money  was  paid,  he  was  ready  to  treat  for  the  loan  of  a body 
of  horfe.  Various  meflfages  and  explanations,  however,  detained 
him  until  the  14th,  W'hen  in  the  middle  of  the  night  he  ordered  his 
retinue,  300  Morratoes,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  march  in  the  morning  : 
on  which  the  prefidency  refolved  to  pay  the  money  without  referve  ; 
and  he  ftaid  two  days  more  to  receive  it,  part  in  coin,  and  part  in 
bills  on  the  fliroffs.  During  the  einbafly,  Balaventrow  went  with 
3000  horfe  from  his  camp  at  Cudapanatam  to  the  pagoda  of  Tri- 
petti,  which  {lands  120  miles  n.  e.  of  that  place;  they  paffed 
through  the  ftraits  of  Damalcherry,  and  when  arrived  within  ten 
miles,  he,  at  the  requefl  of  the  renter  who  farmed  the  offerings, 
halted  his  troops  ; and,  proceeding  himfelf  with  a few  attendants, 
paid  his  devotions  with  much  reverence  one  day  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  next,  in  the  temples  below.  During  the  march 
and  return  of  this  pilgrimage,  he  reftrained  all  the  troops  which 
accompanied  him  from  committing  any  violences  in  the  country 
through  which  they  paffed  : but  feveral  parties  from  the  camp  were 
at  this  time  ravaging  the  fkirts  of  the  province  of  Cudapah. 

With  the  other  advices  from  England  came  orders  for  recalling 
Col.  Adlercron  and  his  regiment ; but  according  to  permiffion  from 
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the  war-office,  moftof  the  common  men  inlifted  in  the  Company’s  i 7^7. 
troops  ; and  there  being  no  conveyance  ready  to  carry  away  the  reft, 
no  alteration  enfued  in  the  ftrength  of  the  arm}-. 

The  French  army  at  Vandiwafh,  as  foon  as  the  Englifti  cantoned 
themfelves  in  Conjeveram,  employed  their  Sepoys  and  horfe  to 
ravage  the  country.  A detachment  immediately  took  pofteffioii  of 
Outramalore,  and  from  thence  plundered  the  diftrifts  of  Salawauk  ; 
a much  larger,  with  two  field-pieces,  marched  into  the  diftrifts  of 
Chittapett,  where  they  were  furprized  and  beaten  by  200  Sepoys  and 
500  horfe  from  the  fort.  This  routed  body  being  reinforced,  divided 
into  two,  one  of  which  plundered  as  far  as  Timery  within  five  miles 
of  Arcot,  and  the  other  to  Cavantandalum  within  ten  ofConjeveram ; 
but  thefe  incurfions  were  fo  fudden  and  tranfitory,  that  no  motions 
were  made  by  the  troops  there  to  repel  them.  However,  100 
Sepoys  were  fent  from  the  fort  of  Arcot,  to  affift  Chittapet,  who 
were  attacked  and  made  their  way  through  a ftronger  party  of  the 
enemy’s.  The  month  of  Auguft  palfed  in  thefe  alarms,  which  were 
then  fucceeded  by  one  of  more  confequence.  Of  the  three  feafts 
which  are  annually  celebrated  at  Tripetti,  that  which  falls  in  the 
beginning  of  September  is  held  in  much  higher  devotion  than  either 
of  the  other  two,  and  more  money  is  collefted  in  proportion,  fince 
the  number  of  pilgrims  is  much  greater.  In  the  beginning  of  June 
Nazeabulla,  the  rebel  governor  of  Nelore,  returned  from  Mafuli- 
patam,  accompanied  by  eighty  French  foldiers.  He,  however,  re- 
mained quiet  until  the  Nabob’s  troops  under  the  command  of  Ab- 
dulwahab,  had  marched  away  to  Arcot,  and  thofe  of  the  two  Poly- 
gars,  Damerla  Venkytapah  and  Bangar  Yatcham,  had  withdrawn  to 
their  homes.  He  then  took  the  field,  but  confined  his  operations 
to  incurfions  into  the  opener  country  of  the  Polygars,  until  the 
middle  of  Auguft,  when  he  marched  fuddenly  with  his  -whole 
force,  and  fat  down  before  the  fort  of  Cadawah,  fituated  wdthin 
tw^elve  miles  of  Tripetti,  and  belonging  to  the  Nabob.  This  mo- 
tion left  no  doubt  of  his  intention  to  colledf  the  revenue  of  the 
approaching  feaft,  which  had  for  fome  years  been  affigned  to 
the  company.  On  the  firft  advices  of  the  danger,  the  prefldency 
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ordered  a detachment  of  loo  Europeans,  with  two  field-pieces,  their 
artillery-men,  and  300  Sepoys,  to  march  with  all  expedition  from 
Conjeveram,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Poller  ; and  at  the 
fame  time  ordered  the  two  Polygars  to  a61:  in  concert  w'ith  this  de- 
tachment, which  fet  out  on  the  firft  of  September. 

On  the  6th,  four  of  the  company’s  fhips  from  England  anchored 
in  the  road  of  Madrals.  It  was  fome  time  that  the  Triton,  a 
frigate  of  twenty  guns,  belonging  to  the  Company,  and  com- 
manded by  Commodore  James,  had  been  Rationed  to  cruize  off  Pon- 
dicherry, in  order  to  intercept  any  of  the  enemy’s  veffels,  or  give  the 
intelligence  of  the  coafi:  to  all  the  Englifh  fhips  they  might  meet ; 
and  they  were  likewife  infi;ru61:ed  to  takeout  of  the  firft  from  England 
the  recruits  they  might  bring ; which  were  to  be  immediately- 
landed  at  Fort  St.  David,  as  the  iafeft  and  moft  expeditious  means 
of  reftoring  to  that  garrifon  the  men  which  had  lately  been  taken 
from  it  to  ferve  in  the  expedition  to  Madura,  and  in  the  campaign 
of  Vandiwafh.  The  cruizers  difcovered  the  four  Indiamen  between 
Pondicherry  and  Fort  St.  David,  joined  them  off  of  Alamparv^ah,  and 
took  on  board  all  the  recruits,  which  were  200  ; but  having  fallen 
30  miles  to  leeward,  it  was  the  7th  at  10  at  night  before  they  an- 
chored again  in  the  road  of  Fort  St.  David.  At  the  dawn  of  day  they 
difcovered  1 1 fhips  at  anchor,  extending  from  the  eaft  to  the  fouth, 
and  none  at  more  than  three  miles  diftance.  The  cruizers  imme- 
diately got  under  weigh,  and  were  foon  convinced  that  the  ftrangers, 
although  they  fhewed  Englifh  colours,  were  French  fhips.  Never- 
thelefs.  Commodore  James  refolved  to  difembark  the  recruits  in  the 
Revenge,  fending  as  many  as  the  three  boats  of  the  fhip  could  carry 
totheoutfide  of  the  furf,  where  they  were  received  and  landed  by  the 
maffoolas  of  the  fhore,  which  always  begin  to  ply  at  day-break.  The 
boats  returning,  took  the  reft  of  the  recruits,  but  before  they  could 
reach  the  fhip  again,  the  foremoft  of  the  enemy’s  fquadron  were 
come  fo  nigh,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  fly,  and  leave  the  boats  to  the 
fhore.  The  Triton  not  failing  fo  v'ell  as  the  Revenge,  and  being 
under  other  reftri6fions  of  fervice,  had  not  ventured  the  delay  of 
landing  the  recruits  fhe  had  taken  on  board,  but  had  advanced  on  her 

way. 


Book  VIII.  The  Carnatic.  233 

way,  although  flowly,  waiting  for  her  comrade,  which  foon  joined  1757. 
her,  when  both,  under  fuch  a cloud  of  fail  as  amazed  the  enemy, 

Hood  before  them  ; but  were  neverthelefs  fo  preffed  by  two  of  their 
prime  failers,  which  kept  without,  that  they  were  obliged  to  fail 
through  the  road  of  Pondicherry  itfelf ; where  a fhip  of  force  was 
riding,  which,  inftead  of  cutting  her  cable,  and  beginning  an  en- 
gagement, fuffered  the  cruizers  to  pafs,  whilfl:  Ihe  was  weighing  her 
anchor  at  the  capftone  to  purfue  them.  As  foon  as  they  were  be- 
yond Pondicherry,  the  enemy,  afraid  of  falling  to  leeward  of  their 
port,  ceafed  the  chafe,  and  anchored  in  the  road.  The  cruizers  then 
hailed,  and  agreed,  that  the  Revenge  fhould  proceed  immediately 
with  the  intelligence  to  Bengal,  and  the  Triton  to  Madrafs,  where 
Ihe  anchored  early  the  next  morning. 

The  council  was  immediately  fummoned,  and  their  determinations 
were  foon  taken.  All  the  fcribes  in  the  fettlement  were  not  adequate 
to  the  orders  and  advices  which  it  became  immediately  necelTary  to 
ilTue.  The  main  body  of  the  army  at  Conjeveram  was  ordered  to 
come  into  Madrafs,  the  detachment  with  Polier  recalled  fromTri- 
petti : Calliaud  wdth  the  Europeans  to  return  from  Madura,  whether 
taken  or  not,  to  Tritchinopoly ; if  taken,  to  bring  away  likewife 
Mahomed  lifoof,  with  1000  Sepoys.  Inftru6lions  were  fent  to  the 
Englifli  garrifons  in  Carangoly,  Chinglapet,  and  Arcot;  and  intelli- 
gence of  the  danger  to  every  other  fort  in  the  country  fubjeft  to,  or 
in  the  interefts  of,  the  Nabob  ; advices  to  the  prefidency  of  Bengal, 
andthefquadron  there;  to  Bombay  and  all  the  fadorieson  the  Malabar 
coaft.  A velTel  was  difpatched  to  cruize  off  Ceylon,  with  intelligence 
for  the  fhips  daily  expeded  from  England.  Another  was  fent  to  anchor 
off  Cobclong,  20  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Madrafs,  in  order  to  make 
fignals  on  the  firfl  appearance  of  the  French  fquadron  now  at  Pon- 
dicherry. 

The  Council  at  Tort  St.  David,  not  obferving,  or  not  difcerning, 
the  motions  of  the  cruizers,  fancied  the  fhips  they  faw  arriving, 
were  the  men  of  w'ar  expe61ed  from  England,  with  fome  of  the 
company’s  fhips  under  their  convoy,  and  in  this  peifuafion  fent  one 
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of  the  ageBts  in  a mafl'oola  to  compliment  the  admiral,  and  to  deliver 
a letter  from  the  prelidency,  in  which,  “ the  admiral  was  re- 
“ quelled  to  cruize  off  Ceylon,  in  order  to  encounter  or  intercept 
“ the  enemy’s,  and  to  prote61  the  Englifh  Ihips  expe61ed  on  the 
“ coaft  in  that  track  of  navigation  ; and  it  was  confidently  hip- 
“ pofed,  that  Mr.  Watfon,  with  the  fliips  under  his  command,  would 
“ arrive  from  Bengal,  in  the  other  track,  by  the  middle  of  September, 

“ when  every  fuccefs  might  be  expei51ed  from  the  jundlion  of  the 
“ two  fquadrons,  and  even  Pondicherry  itfelf  brought  to  rifque.” 
The  agent  did  not  perceive  the  millake  until  too  near  to  efcape,  but 
had  time  to  conceal,  as  he  thought,  the  letter  between  two  planks 
of  the  feat  : he  was  received  on  board  with  civility,  and  with  the 
maffoola  carried  to  Pondicherry. 

Several  anxious  days  paffed  in  expedlation  that  the  French  Ihips 
would  bear  down  from  thence,  and  fcour  the  road  of  Madrafs, 
where  the  lofs  of  the  China  Ihips  would  have  been  of  much  evil 
confequence  to  the  Company's  commerce.  Several  days  more,  before 
even  an  imperfe61  account  could  be  obtained,  what  the  French  flrips 
were,  what  force  they  brought,  and  what  their  proceedings  after 
their  arrival  ; and  it  was  long  after,  before  the  motives  of  their  con- 
du61  at  this  time  were  difcovered. 

The  fquadron  confihed  of  fourfhips  of  6o  guns,  two  of  50,  three 
of  36,  30,  and  22,  and  two  of  16  guns,  with  a bomb-ketch;  in  all 
1 2 veffels,  mofl  of  which  failed  from  France  in  the  end  of  December,, 
but  being  feparated  by  a gale  of  wind,  the  lafl  did  not  arrive  at  Mau- 
ritius until  the  25th  of  June.  They  brought  from  France  the  re- 
giment of  Lorrain,  with  50  of  the  King’s  artillery,  the  whole  under 
the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  Soupires,  of  the  rank  of  marlhal 
de  camp,  which  anfwers  to  that  of  Major  General  with.  us.  They 
failed  on  the  ifl  of  July  from  Mauritius  to  the  ifle  of  Bourbon, 
v/here  they  took  on  board  Mr.  Bouvet,  who  was  appointed  to  con- 
duft  the  fquadron  to  India  ; he  was  governor  of  this  ifland,  and  one 
of  the  ableff  navigators  belonging  to  France.  On  the  15th,  they 
arrived  at  Foule  Point  on  Madagafcar,  v/here  they  remained  the  reft 
of  the  month  taking  in  provifions,  of  which  their  own  iflands  were 

not 
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not  able  to  furnifli  a fufficiency.  From  hence  they  failed  on  the  1757. 
j fb  of  Aiigufl:,  and  on  the  9th  of  September,  the  day  after  their  ar-  s^en^r 
rival  at  Pondicherry,  landed  983  men  of  Lorrain,  of  which  63  were 
hck,  the  50  artillery-men,  and  60  volunteers  from  Bourbon,  with 
their  equipages  ; befides  which  had  been  embarked  in  the  fhips,  20 
})ieces  of  battering  cannon,  fome  mortars,  and  a great  number  of 
bombs  and  balls.  M.  Soupires,.  who  by  his  commiffion  took  the 
diredfion  and  command  of  all  military  operations,  fummoned  a 
mixed  council,  of  the  military,  the  marine,  and  the  civil  govern- 
ment, in  which  he  propofed  that  the  fhij)s  and  troops  fhould  im- 
mediately inveft  and  blockade  Fort  St.  David;  but  the  letter  from  the 
j)refidency  of  Madrafs  to  the  Englilh  Admiral  had  been  difeovered  in.- 
the  Maffoola,  and  raifed  fuch  a confternation  in  the  P'rcnch  fquadron, 
by  the  apprehenfions  of  feeing  every  hour  a force  fuperior  to  their  own,, 
that  Mr.  Bouvet  declared  he  had  done  enough  in  landing  the  troops,, 
and  fhould,  fail  immediately  back  to  the  iflands : no  arguments  could 
change  his  refolution,  nor  would  he  wait  to  difembark  the  artillery 
and  heavy  ammunition,  becaufe  they  ferved  as  part  of  the  ballaft  in 
the  different  fhips,  which  it  would  require  fifteen  days  to  fhift  and 
reinftate  in  a condition  fit  for  failing.  Thus  was  much  detriment 
prevented  by  the  accident  of  difeovering  the  letter,  which,  at  the 
time  it  happened,  was  deemed  a great  mifchance. 

The  fudden  departure  of  the  French  fhips  diminiflied  in  fome 
degree  the  apprehenfions  wTich  had  been  raifed  by  their  arrival.  The 
army  from  Conjeveram  was  ordered  to  encamp  on  the  plain  near 
Madrafs ; the  detachment  with  Poller,  w'hich  had  returned  as  far 
as  Tripaffour,  to  march  back  and  proteft  the  feaft  at  Tripetty,  until 
concluded:  and  Calliaud  was  permitted  to  continue. before  Madura, 
if  any  chance  remained  of  getting  the  place. 

This  officer,  very  infirm  before,  fell  dangeroufly  ill  immediately 
after  the  repulfe  of  the  laft  attack,  and  was  obliged  to  retire  to  the. 
neighbouring  village  of  Trivalore,  where  he  remained  until  the  4th.  AuguJhj. 
of  Auguft,  before  his  health  was  fufficiently  reftored  to  endure  the. 
fatigues  of  the  camp;  however,  this  time  w'as  not  entirely  loft.  The 
greater  and  leffer  Moravars,  at  his  felicitation,  fent  their  troops  as  far 

as 
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1757.  as  Coilguddy,  ready  toad  on  call.  The  Polygar  Catabominague 
Se^emEer.  himfelf  with  1000  Colleries.  Myanah,  who  was  the  fugitive 

governor  of  Madura  when  Maphuze  Khan  came  into  the  country, 
quitting  the  receffes  of  Nattam,  and  difclaiming  all  farther  con- 
nexions with  the  rebels,  came  to  the  camp,  with  a large  retinue, 
fome  troops,  and,  as  a proof  of  his  hncerity,  brought  his  family  : 
by  his  influence  the  afliflance  of  mofl;  of  the  Nattam  colleries  was 
fecured.  Nabey  Cawn  Catteck,  the  ancient  colleague  of  Myana,  kept 
himfelf  concealed  in  the  woods  of  Moravar,  without  making  any 
efforts  to  aflift  the  garrifon ; and  what  perhaps  was  equal  to  any  one 
of  thefe  advantages,  50  Europeans,  and  a nine-inch  mortar,  had  ar- 
rived at  the  camp  from  Tritchinopoly. 

With  the  other  defedions,  the  Jemautdars  in  Madura  had  reafon 
to  doubt  of  the  afliflance  they  expeded  from  Maphuze  Khan  with 
the  weftern  Polygars  of  Tinivelly,  and  from  the  Myforeans  at 
Dindigul. 

Five  hundred  horfe  and  a thoufand  foot  remained  with  Maphuze 
Khan  at  Nellitangaville,  when  Berkatoolah  left  him  and  came' 
away  to  defend  Madura,  which  Calliaud  at  the  fame  time  was  march- 
ing to  attack  with  the  main  body  of  the  Englifh  troops  from  Tini- 
velly. As  foot!  as  Calliaud  was  out  of  light,  Maphuze  Khan  and 
the  Pulitaver  took  the  field,  and  were  joined  by  other  Polygars,  which 
all  together  made  up  a camp  of  10,000  men.  This  army  marched 
from  Nellitangaville  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  and  advanced  beyond 
Alvar  Courchy  within  1 5 miles  of  Tinivelly,  but  were  deterred  by 
the  Sepoys  left  there  from  attempting  the  town  ; nor  did  they  im- 
mediately plunder  or  terrify  the  inhabitants  of  the  open  country, 
becaufe  the  harveft,  from  which  they  intended  to  colleft  money, 
would  not  be  reaped  until  the  middle  of  June ; however,  they  pub- 
lifned  their  mandates  that  all  who  were  accountable  to  the  renter 
Moodilee  fhould  then  become  accountable  to  them.  In  the  mean 
time  Maphuze  Khan  negotiated  with  the  king  of  Travancore  for 
alTiftance,  with  the  proffer  of  Calacad  and  all  the  other  diflridfs  to 
which  the  king  had  ever  made  any  pretenfion,  and  more;  but,  lefl: 
this  fhould  fail,  he,  with  his  ufual  uncertainty  renewed  his  negoti- 
ations 
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ations  with  the  Englifh,  and  fent  off  an  agent  with  letters  to  Cal-  1757. 
liaud,  propofing  to  rent  tlije  country  from  them  on  the  fecurity  of 
fubflantlal  fliroffs.  Lieutenant  Rumbold  received  thefe  ofers  whilft 
Calliaud  was  returned  to  the  relief  of  Tntciiino]X)ly,  and,  thinking 
them  worth  attention,  fent  a Jemautdar  of  Sepoys  named  Ramanaig, 
with  an  intelligent  Moorman,  to  confer  with  Maphuze  Khan  in 
his  camp.  They  were  accompanied  by  an  efcort  of  50  Sepoys  ; but 
juft  before  their  arrival,  Maphuze  Khan  had  received  information, 
that  the  fix  companies  of  Sepoys,  of  the  twelve  left  at  Tinivelly  and 
Palamcotah,  were  ordered  to  join  the  camp  at  Madura;  v/hich 
changed  his  fchemes,  and  inftead  of  negotiating,  he  furrounded  the 
two  deputies  and  their  efcort  with  his  horfe,  and  threatened  to  put 
them  all  to  the  fword,  if  they  did  not  fend  an  order  to  the  Sepoys 
in  garrifon  at  Palamcotah  to  deliver  the  fort  to  him.  The  deputies 
with  their  efcort  Rood  to  their  arms,  and  faid,  they  would  rather 
die  ; but,  jufi:  as  the  fight  was  going  to  begin,  one  of  Maphuze  Khan’s 
Jemautdars,  named  Ally  Saheb,  declared  his  deteRation  of  the 
treachery,  and  joined  the  Sepoys  with  the  horfe  of  his  command  ; 
on  which  the  reR  recolledted  themfelves,  and  retired;  but  Ally 
Saheb,  having  Rill  fome  fufpicions  for  the  fafety  of  the  deputies  and 
their  efcort,  marched  with  them  to  Palamcotah,  and  delivered  them 
fafe  into  the  fort.  Soon  after  the  fix  companies  of  Sepoys  began 
their  march  from  Tinivelly  to  Madura,  and  the  harveR  began,  on 
which  the  enemy’s  army  entered  the  town,  where  Maphuze  Khan 
proclaimed  his  dominion,  which  his  agents  and  dependants  exercifed 
with  much  violence  and  injuRice.  Even  the  fhroffs,  or  bankers,  did 
not  efcape;  although  the  neceffity  and  neutrality  of  their  occupation 
prote6ts  their  perfons  and  property  throughout  IndoRan  from  the  vio- 
lence either  of  the  defpot  or  the  conqueror.  The  main  body  of  his 
army  inveRed  the  fort  of  Palamcotah,  which  the  Sepoys  within 
eafily  defended,  and  with  lofs  to  the  enemy;  but  there  was  danger 
from  fcarcity  of  provifions  ; to  prevent  which,  Buflapuniague,  the 
commander  of  the  Sepoys,  folicited  the  affiRance  of  the  Polygar 
^Catabominaigue,  who  Ripulated  the  ceRion  of  fome  lands  convenient 
to  his  diRrids ; which  being  promifed,  he  took  the  field  with  hi§ 

own 
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^757*  own  troops,  and  thofe  of  his  dependant  of  Etiaporum.  On  their 
Se^enlber  the  garrifoii  Tallied,  and  in  a flight  Ikirmilh  obliged  the 

enemy  to  raife  the  fiege  : after  which,  the  two  Polygars  returned  to 
, their  homes,  and  Catabominaigue  from  his,  came  and  joined  the 

Englifh  camp  before  Madura.  Maphuze  Khan  continuing  at  Tini- 
velly,  neither  fent  money  or  troops  to  the  Jemautdars,  but  fufFered  the 
incomes  to  be  diffipated,  notwithflandingBerkatoolah  had  continually 
reprefented  to  him,  that  the  fcarcity  of  provifions  in  Madura  was 
daily  increahng  from  the  want  of  money  to  pay  for  them,  and  of 
parties  in"  the  field  to  facilitate  their  importation. 

Berkatoolah  was  at  the  fame  time  equally  difappointed  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  Myforeans,  which  had  long  been  promifed  from  day  to 
day,  and  more  lately  with  aflfurance  that  Hyderally  himfelf  was 
come  to  Dindigul  to  command  them  in  perfon ; but,  on  more  diligent 
enquiry,  it  was  difcovered  that  Hyderally  was  flill  at  Seringapatam, 
and  that  the  troops  at  Dindigul  did  not  exceed  the  ufual  garrifon. 
Thus  deferted,  he  reiblved  to  treat  with  Calliaud,  and  proffered  to 
deliver  the  city,  if  the  Englifli  would  pay  the  arrears  due  from 
Maphuze  Khan  to  the  troops  within ; but  made  no  flipulation  for 
thofe  who  had  been  their  former  comrades  and  were  now  either  with 
Maphuze  Khan,  or  any  where  elfe  out  of  the  town.  The  arrears  he 
ftated  at  1,600,000  rupees,  but,  on  account  of  firms  levied  in  the 
country,  offered  to  abate  400,000  : thefe  propofals  were  figned  by 
himfelf  and  four  of  the  principal  Jemautdars.  Calliaud,  after  treat- 
ing them  for  fome  time  with  contempt,  propofed  his  own  ; which 
were,  to  pay  100,000  rupees  for  the  arrears  of  the  troops,  20,000 
as  a prefent  to  Berkatoolah  himfelf,  8000  to  each  of  the  four  Je- 
mautdars who  had  figned  with  him,  and  2000  to  each  of  the  com- 
manders of  the  three  companies  of  Sepoys  ; in  all  1 50,000.  Many 
days  and  meffages  paffed  in  chaffering  concerning  the  money ; during 
which  the  Polygars  kept  their  watches  fb  ffribtly  in  the  country 
round,  that  no  provifions  could  be  carried  in,  and  the  inhabitants 
were  reduced  to  rice  alone,  and  that  without  fait ; on  which  all,  not 
occupied  in  military  fervices,  left  the  town,  and  were  permitted  to  go 
away  unmolefted.  At  the  fame  time  the  former  battery  was  flrength- 
3 ened, 
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eiied,  and  enlarged  to  the  capacity  of  receiving  all  the  artillery,  1757. 
which  were  two  eighteen-pounders,  i o field-pieces,  and  a nine-inch 
mortar.  Every  day  the  diftrefs  increafed  ; and  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  horfemen  daily  came  over  to  the  camp.  On  the  7th 
Calliaud  informed  Berkatoolah  that  his  battery  was  ready,  and  would 
open  the  next  morning;  after  which,  no  terms  of  compofition  would 
be  received.  The  negotiator  was  a relation  of  Berkatoolah,  whom 
Cajliaud  had  attached  by  generofities,  and  Berkatoolah  believed  : 
his  reprefentations  in  this  decifive  moment  prevailed ; and  he  re- 
turned on  the  morning  of  the  8th  with  the  treaty  figned  : the  fum 
agreed  was  170,000  rupees,  20,000  more  than  the  firfi:  offer;  and  at 
noon  Calliaud  with  the  troops  were  received  into  the  town.  This 
important  acquifition  was  made  on  the  very  day  that  Mr.  de  Soupires 
with  the  French  forces  landed  at  Pondicherry. 

The  prefidency  received  the  news  on  the  i6th.  It  was  the  only 
advantage  which  had  been  gained  during  the  Ioffes  and  dif- 
treffcs  to  which  the  company’s  afiairs  in  Coromandel  had  been  ex- 
pofed  fince  the  departure  of  the  armament  to  Bengal  : it  would  have 
been  deemed  of  the  highefi;  importance  even  in  fortunate  times;  and 
at  prefent  was  the  more  acceptable,  becaufe  fcarcely  within  ex- 
pectation; for,  had  the  furrender  been  protraClecl  until  the  arrival  of 
the  French  fquadron  had  been  known  to  the  garrifon,  little  chance 
would  have  remained  of  gaining  the  place;  which  continuing  in  the 
poffeffion  of  enemies  confederated  with  the  French,  would  have 
greatly  influenced  many  fubfequent  events,  by  means  which  wejre 
now  entirely  precluded. 

In  the  mean  time  the  French  at  Pondicherry  were  holding  councils 
what  to  do  with  their  new  force.  It  having  been  determined  not  to 
attack  Fort  St.  David,  from  apprehenfions  of  the  Englifh  fqua- 
dron, Tritchinopoly  would  probably  have  been  the  objeCI,  if  Mr. 

Soupires  had  not  been  inftruCled  to  refrain  from  any  diflantenterprize, 
which  might  impair  the  force  under  his  command,  before  the  ar- 
rival of  a greater  which  was  following  from  France ; when  both 
tinlted  might  attempt  any  thing.  It  was  therefore  refolved  to 
VoL.  II.  2 H aa 
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art  in  the  country  between  Pondicherry  and  the  Paliar,  and  to 
begin  by  the  fiege  of  Chittapet.  The  French  troops,  which  had 
taken  the  field  before  the  arrival  of  the  fquadron,  were  flill  remain- 
ing in  their  camp  at  Vandiwafh,  and  on  the  2ifi:  appeared  in  fight 
of  Chittapet,  where,  on  the  25th,  they  were  joined  by  300  of  the, 
regiment  of  Lorrain,  and  a train  of  artillery  from  Pondicherry. 

The  advance  of  the  French  troops  created  no  little  confternation 
in  the  city  of  Arcot,  and  incidentally  became  the  caufe  of  much 
confufion  there.  The  Nabob  had  left  the  government  of  the  city 
to  his  brother  Abdulwahab,  affilied  by  the  councils  of  his  mother, 
of  Sampetrow,  who  had  been  the  Duan  or  minirter  of  his  father, 
and  of  Ebrar  Cawn,  the  Buxey  or  general  of  the  troops.  Many  of 
the  cavalry  levied  for  the  expedition  to  Nelore,  had  lately  quitted 
his  fervice  for  want  of  pay  ; fome  had  enlifted  with  the  French  at 
Vandiwafli,  others  with  Mortizally  at  Velore.  The  defertion  con- 
tinuing, one  Dana  Sing,  a ftraggling  Jemautdar,  came  in  the  be- 
ginning of  September,  and  encamped  near  the  fuburbs  of  Arcot  with 
a hundred  horfe,  intending  to  increale  the  number,  by  enlilfing 
fiich  as  left  the  Nabob’s  fervice,  and  then  offer  the  whole  to  the  heft 
bidder.  Thefe  prartices  are  fo  common  in  Indofiian,  that  a body  of 
cavalry  may  encamp  between  two  oppofite  armies,  and  remain  un- 
molefted  by  either,  whilfl undecided  which  to  join;,  and  Dana  Sing, 
relying  on  the  cuftoms  he  knew,  profecuted  his  bufinefs  without  re- 
ferve,  and  even  wfith  the  knowledge  of  the  Englifh  commandant  in 
the  fort,  whom  he  fometimes  vifited.  But  malicious  perfons,  who 
were  in  pofifeffiorr  of  the  confidence  of  the  commandant,  began  to 
infinuate,  that  the  former  as  w^ell  as  thoprefent  defertions  were  the 
cfFerts  of  collufion  and  treachery,  between  the  troops  and  Abdul- 
wahab  with  the  others-  to  whom  the  Nabob  had  entrufled  the  go- 
vernment. Their  artifices  awakened  his  fufpicions,  which  began  to 
fee  the  phantoms  of  plots  and  confpiracies,  after  which  the  flighted: 
incidents  became  proofs  to  his  credulity,  and  unluckily  one  hap- 
pened, which  might  have  raifed  miflruft  in  a more  fagacious  mind. 
The  Nabob’s  mother  had  in  appanage  the  fort  of  Chitore,  fituated 
in  the  mountains,  about  20  miles  from  the  pagoda  of  Tripetti,  and 

governed 
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governed  it  with  the  adjacent  domain,  without  tire  interference  of  r757» 
any  other  authority.  Being  old  and  infirm,  fhe  was  fo  much  fright-  Septembw. 
ened  by  the  reports  and  approach  of  the  French  troops,  that  fhe 
packed  up  her  treafure  and  valuable  effefts  with  fbme  of  Abdul- 
wahab’s,  intending  to  fend  them  to  Chitore.  The  fame  malice 
which  had  already  prejudiced,  eafily  perfuaded  the  commandant, 
that  both  the  mother  and  fon  intended  to  make  their  efcape  from 
the  city,  and  take  refuge  with  fome  or  other  of  the  Nabob’s  enemies. 

Every  perfon  and  every  circumftance  were  now  fufpe£Ied  of  treafbn; 
a party  of  Sepoys  feized  Sampetrow,  another  the  Jemautdar  Dana 
Sing;  and  both  were  put  into  confinement.  Ebrar  Cawn  was  obliged 
to  depart  from  the  city,  the  very  interpreter  and  the  news- writer  of  the 
iVIorattoes  were  like  wife  compelled  to  go.  The  firft  carriages  which 
w^ere  proceeding  to  Chitore,  were  likewife  flopped  and  brought  to  the 
fort,  and  with  them  feveral  female  attendants  belonging  to  the  Nabob’s 
mother,  over  w^hofe  palace  a flrong  guard  was  fet,  to  prevent  her 
efcape;  and  all  letters  were  intercepted.  Abdul wahab,  fufj)e6ling 
as  much  mifchief  as  he  was  fufpedled  of,  went  off  with  40  horfemen 
in  the  night,  it  was  the  24th  of  September,  nor  thought  himfelf 
fafe  until  he  reached  Chitore ; the  next  day  his  houfe  was  fearched, 
and  the  mofl  valuable  of  his  effe6fs,  with  all  his  papers,  were  feized. 

For  three  days  and  three  nights  all  the  Sepoys  of  the  garrifon  were 
marching  and  countermarching,  taking  and  changing  polls,  as  if  the 
town  had  been  invefled,  and  in  danger  of  being  forced  by  an  army 
of  40,000  men;  whereas,  luckily,  it  was  not  neceflary  to  fire  a 
fingle  mufket ; neverthelefs  the  commandant  could  not  be  perfuaded 
of  this  fecurity,  and  obliged  the  Nabob’s  mother  to  quit  the  city  on 
the  27th,  under  a flrong  guard  from  his  garrifon,  which  efcortedher 
to  Covrepauk.  The  Prefidency  heard  thefe  tidings  with  amaze- 
rrient,  and  finding  by  the  intercepted  letters  that  no  evil  defigns  had 
'been  intended  by  any  of  the  aggrieved,  made  candid  apologies  to  all; 
and  immediately  font  another  officer  to  take  the  command  of  the 
fort.  The  Nabob  and  his  mother  were  convinced  and  appeafed; 
bu^^  Abdulwahab,  either  from  pride,  or  fome  hopes  of  obtaining  an 
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• 1757.  independent  eftablifhment,  would  not  return  from Chitore, but  levied 

Oao^.  troops,  and  correfponded  with  the  Morattoes. 

On  the  hrft  of  Oftober,  Mr.  Soupires  encamped  the  reft  of  the  Lor- 
rain  regiment  at  Valdoor,as  a body  ofobfervation  ready  either  to  inter- 
cept any  fuccours  which  might  be  lent  from  Fort  St.  David,  or  to 
march  to  the  Paliar,  if  the  main  body  of  the  Englifti  force  at  Madrafs- 
fhouid  take  the  field  to  interrupt  thefiege  of  Chittapet.  The  kellidar, 
on  the  firft  motion  of  the  French  troops,  faw  his  danger,  and  alked  in. 
prefting,  but  manly  terms,  the  aftiftance  of  the  prefidency.  It  M'as 
then  almoft  too  late,  for  the  Englifti  had  no  force  at  hand,  fufti- 
cient  to  make  their  \v3.y  through  the  firft  divifion  which  had  fet 
down  before  his  fort;  neverthelefs  ftratagem  and  a6livity  might  have 
condu6led  fome.  Unfortunately  the  Nabob  Mahomedally  bore  a 
deep  grudge  againft  the  kellidar,  for  offences  which  power  rarely 
pardons.  He  had  received  his  appointment  from  Murzafajing, 
which  had  been  confirmed  by  Nazirjing,  and  by  his  fucceflbr,  the  pre- 
fent  Subah,  on  tlie  conditions  of  the  ancient  governors  of  forts  in 
Indoftan,  appointed  by  the  Mogul  to  reftrain  inftead  of  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  hands  of  the  Nabob,  againft  whom  the  kellidar  is  obliged, 
In  many  inftanees,  to  ftiut  his  gates.  Nizar  Mahomed  never  quitted 
■this  idea  of  his  own  dignity,  keeping  his  court,  conftituting  officers,, 
and  levying  troops,  without  afking  the  Nabob’s  conftnt  or  approba- 
tion ; and  fome  months  before  aggravated  his  offence  by  receiving  a 
commiffion  from  Salabadjing,  appointing  him,  in  addition  to  his 
own,  and  with  equal  privileges,  governor  of  the  neighbouring  fort 
of  Polore,.  from  which  his  diftridfs  had  been  often  molefted.  The 
patents  were  uftiered  into  Chittapet  with  much  ceremony,  and  pro- 
claimed to  the  garrifon  and  vaffals  with  oftentation,  immediately  after 
which  the  kellidar  took  the  field  with  the  greateft  part  of  his  force, 
and  marched  againft  Polore.  The  Nabob,  ftung  and  exafperated,  re- 
proached the  prefidency  with  the  proceedings  of  their  ally,  whom,, 
having  formerly  ferve*!  in  Bengal  under  the  Nabob  Allaverdy,  he  ac- 
cufed  of  a ftriift  connexion  with  his  fuccefifor  Surajahdowlah,  from 
whom  he  alleged  the  kellidar  had  lately  received  a large  funt  of 
money,  to  be  employed  in  conjunction  with  the  French  at  Pondi- 
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cherry,  to  the  diflrefs  of  his  own  government  and  the  Englifh  affairs  1757. 
in  the  Carnatic.  The  prefidency  reprimanded  the  kellidar  for  the 
intemperance  of  his  conducfl  againft  Polore,  who  immediately  re- 
tired, and  apologized  with  a franknefs  fcarcely  compatible  with  dif- 
fimulation  ; and  from  this  time,  which  was  the  end  of  the  laft 
year,  he  continued  to  inform  them  of  his  wants,  tranfadlions,. 
and  apprehenfions.  Neverthelefs,  the  Nabob’s  reprefentations, 

(Inch  is  the  infirmity  of  human  nature,  which  enters  even  into 
pui)lic  councils)  left  fufpicions  : otherwife  means  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, have  been  contrived  to  have  thrown  100  Europeans  into 
the  fort  at  this  jun61ure  ; nor  would  they  before  have  negle6led  to 
fupply  it  with  fome  pieces  of  cannon,  which  the  kellidar  had  often 
fblicited.  The  fort  of  Chittapet  is  built  of  Eone,  and  is  exten- 
five,  being  within  the  ditch  540  yards  from  north  to  fbuth,  and 
430  on  the  other  fides : it  has  round  towers  at  the  angles,  and  in 
each  of  thefe  a high  cavalier  ; befides  which,  it  has  only  10  fquare 
towers,  three  on  the  longeft,  and  two  on  each  of  the  other  fides. 

But  all  thefe  towers  are  much  more  fpacious  than  in  the  generality 
• of  the  forts  of  Coromandel ; and  the  gateway  on  the  northern  fide  is 
the  largefi:  pile  of  this  confi:ru6lion  in  the  Carnatic,  being  capable  of 
containing  on  its  terraces  five  hundred  men  drawn  up  under  arms.. 

The  faufl'e-bray  is  Ikirted  by  a ftraight  and  flight  parapet  without 
projedions  into  the  ditch,  which  is  fupplied  with  water,  but  with 
the  ufual  negligence  of  Indian  fortifications,  was  at  this  time  in  fome. 
parts  fordable.  Adjacent  to  the  weftern.  fide  of  the  fort,  nearly  of 
the  fame  extent,  is  a pettah,  enclofed  by  a mud  wall  with  round, 
towers.  The  French  carried  the  pettah  by  affault,  in  which  they 
eflablifhed  their  breaching  battery  ; eredting  likewife  two  others 
without,  to  enfilade.  The  principal  battery,  as  foon  as  completed, 
was  rendered  ufelefs  by  an  exceffive  fall  of  rain,  and  as  foon  as 
repaired,  the  kellidar  fallied,  killed  part,  and  drove  the  refl:  of  the 
guard  away,  difmounted  the  cannon,  and  carried  oiF  the  ammunition, 
and  tools.. 
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1757.  The  news  of  this  fuccefs  determined  the  prehdency  to  fupport 

Odober.  the  kellidar  ; they  ordered  the  commandant  at  Arcot  to  fend  a rein- 
forcement of  Europeans  and  Sepoys  with  a fupply  of  ammunition, 
requefted  the  Nabob  to  fend  what  horfe  he  had  ready,  and  Arme- 
trow,  with  his  detachment  of  Morattoes,  to  join  and  accompany 
the  reinforcement ; and,  moreover,  promifing  to  bear  the  expence, 
folicited  Balaventrow  to  detach  a larger  body  of  Morattoes, 
to  harafs  the  enemy’s  polls,  and  intercept  their  convoys. 
But  the  Nabob’s  horfe  feeing  no  ready  money,  would  not  expofe 
themfelves ; Armetrow  was  gone  to  pay  his  devotions  at  Tripelti  ; 
and  Balaventrow,  with  the  main  body  of  his  army  had  left  Cada- 
panatam,  and  was  advanced  feveral  marches  towards  Viziapore. 
In  this  interval  the  French  troops  which  had  been  kept  back  at 
Valdorc,  arrived  before  Chittapet,  and  with  the  former  force  were 
fufficientto  invell  it  on  all  fides,  and  prevent  the  introdudlion  of  any 
fuccours. 

By  the  13th,  the  breach  was  praclicable,  when  the  French  fum- 
moned  the  kellidar,  who  anfwcred,  that  he  waited  the  affault.  In 
the  enfuing  night  a party,  in  which  were  the  grenadiers  of  Lorrain, 
concealed  themfelves  near  the  great  gateway,  where  the  ditch  was 
fordable,  and  at  dawn  of  day  the  main  body  advanced  from  the  bat- 
tery to  the  breach,  when  the  fignal  was  thrown  up  for  the  other 
party  to  efcalade,  which  fucceeded  beyond  their  expedlation, 
meeting  few  to  oppofe  them  ; for  the  greatefl  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon  were  alTembled  with  the  kellidar  at  their  head  at  the  breach, 
which  they  defended  manfully,  until  he  fell  dead,  fhot  by 
two  mulket  balls  : at  the  fame  inflant  the  efcalade  had  gained 
the  terrace  of  the  gateway,  from  which  they  proceeded  along  the 
rampart,  driving  all  before  them  until  they  came  in  flank  of  the 
breach,  where  their  fire  and  onfet  confounded  the  refiftance  againfl 
the  main  affault,  which  a few  minutes  after  gained  the  rampart 
likewife,  when  the  conqueror  fpared  neither  the  proflrate  nor  the 
fugitive,  excepting  the  Englifh  foldiers,  who  were  nineteen,  to  whom 
quarter  was  offered,  which  they  accepted.  None  other  of  the  garrifbn 
efcaped,  excepting  fuch  as  jumped  from  the  walls,  and  gained  the 
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])lain  ; amoiigft  whom  were  about  50  of  the  Englifli  Sepoys.  Fire 
was  fet  to  the  dwelling  of  the  kellidar,  probably  becaufe  the  women 
had  barricaded  their  apartments  ; and  an  event  is  told  concerning 
the  fate  of  his  principal  wife,  which,  to  fave  a difgrace  to  human 
iiaturc,  we  lhall  not  repeat.  Thus  fell  Nizar  Mahomed,  a viclim, 
to  his  good  faith,  although  fui]3e6ted  of  treachery,  and  with  the  ut- 
moft  gallantry,  although  fcarcely  believed  to  be  brave.  The  pre- 
lidency  much  regretted  his  fall,  becaufe  owing  in  fome  meafure  to 
their  own  neglefl,  by  which  their  other  allies  might  be  rendered  dif- 
fident of  their  affilfance  in  the  hour  of  danger  and  diflrefs. 

Nazeabullah,  on  the  approach  of  the  detachment  with  Polier^ 
broke  up  his  camp  before  Cadawah,  and  retired  to  Nelore  where 
he  flopped  all  the  votaries  pafTing  from  the  northward  through  his 
territory  to  the  feaflat  'rripetti,  of  which  the  income  by  this  inter- 
ception was  confiderably  diminifhed  ; asfoon  as  concluded,  the  de- 
tachment returned  to  Madrais,  where  they  arrived  on  the  25th  of 
September,  but  in  the  way  Polier  fent  off  two  companies  of  Sepoys 
to  reinforce  thole  already  at  Conjeveram.  The  fall  of  Chittapet 
alarmed  the  prelidency  for  all  their  out  garrifons  ; and  precautions 
were  taken  in  proportion  to  their  importance.  Carangoly  flanding 
1 5 miles  s.  w.  of  Chinglapet,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Paliar^  and  iieai- 
the  late  acquilitions  of  the  French,  was  garrifoned  by  300  Sepoys;  but 
as  its  walls  were  in  a ruinous  condition,  they  were  ordered  to  retreat, 
on  imminent  danger,to  Chinglapet,  and  to  repair  thither  if  Chinglapet 
were  threatened  before  them.  Whatdiflridls  were  beyond  Carangoly, 
and  occupied  only  by  flight  parties  of  the  enemy’s  troops,  were  con- 
figned  to  the  recovery  and  management  of  Murzafabeg,  a par- 
tizan  recommended  by  the  Nabob,  who  was  to  account  for  nothing, 
and  maintain  them  as  he  could,  out  of  the  revenues  he  might 
colled:.  Stores,  ammunition,  and  fome  Europeans  were  fent  to 
Arcot ; and  Timery,  Covrepauk,  Cavantandelum,  and  two  or  three 
other,  but  fmaller  forts,  were  ordered  to  ad  in  relped  to  Arcot,  as 
Carangoly  to  Chinglapett.  But  the  French  army,  fearful  of  ven- 
turing too  far  from  Pondicherry,  and  ftill  more  of  croffng  the 
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1757.  Paliar,  as  the  rains  were  approaching,  unexpe6ledly  turned  from 
Oaob^  Chittapet  to  the  fouth,  and  went  againft  Trinomalee. 

During  thefe  operations  and  alarms  in  the  Carnatic,  the  arrival  of 
the  French  fquadron  had  created  equal  apprehenfions  in  the  fouthern 
countries.  Calliaud  received  the  intelligence  from  Devi  Cotah  and 
Fort  St.  David  feveral  days  before  the  advices  from  the  prefidency 
could  reach  Madura,  and  without  delay  began  his  march  back  to 
Tritchinopoly,  with  all  the  Europeans  ; but  left  Mahomed  Iffoof 
with  the  Sepoys  and  the  reft  of  the  camp,  to  defend  Madura  and  its 
dependencies,  and  to  recover  and  protedt,  as  far  as  the  force  and  oc- 
cafions  allowed,  the  diftridls  of  Tinivelly  : for  the  timidity  of  Mo- 
dilee  could  not  ftand  the  field  ; and  dreading  ftill  more  to  be  left 
alone  with  Mahomed  Iftbof,  he  again  accompanied  Captain  Calliaud; 
who  the  day  after  he  left  Madura,  met  at  Nattam  the  firft  letters 
of  the  prefidency  ordering  both  himfelf  and  Mahomed  Iftbof  to  return 
immediately  to  Tritchinopoly ; neverthelefs  feveral  arrangements,  ne- 
ceftary  on  a new  acquifition  of  fuch  importance,  induced  him  to  con- 
tinue Mahomed  Iftbof  ten  days  longer  at  Madura.  On  the  20th,  he 
himfelf  arrived  with  the  Europeans,  250,  at  Tritchinopoly,  where 
he  was  foon  after  informed,  that  the  whole  of  the  French  force  had 
taken  the  field  ; and  although  in  the  interval  he  received  orders  coun- 
termanding the  return  either  of  himfelf  or  Mahomed  Iftbof,  he  now 
preferred  the  firft  idea  of  being  ready  to  make  head  at  Tritchino- 
poly, with  a ftrong  force,  until  the  feafon,  intelligence,  or  the 
chance  of  w^ar,  might  determine  what  might  juftly  be  apprehended 
from  the  operations  of  the  enemy.  Accordingly  Mahomed  Iftbof  with 
a thoufand  Sepoys,  followed  him  and  arrived  at  Tritchinopoly  on  the 
8th  of  Odtober.  In  the  mean  time  Berkatoolah  had  been  lent  with 
propofals  to  induce  Maphuze  Khan  to  quit  the  Tinivelly  country,  but 
the  arrival  of  the  French  force  had  elevated  him  with  fuch  hopes, 
that  he  rejedted  all  terms  excepting  the  government  both  of  Madura 
and  Tinivelly  at  certain  tributes,  which  he  never  intended  to  pay. 
This  anfwer  Mahomed  Iftbof  received  before  he  left  Madura  ; as 
.alfo  certain  intelligence  that  Hiderally,  the  Myfore  general,  was 
at  length  arrived  with  a confiderable  force  at  Dindigul ; and,  as  the 
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fetting  in  of  the  rains  in  the  Carnatic  had  by  this  time  removed  all  1757. 
apprehenfions  of  immediate  danger  to  Tritchinopoly,  notwithfliand-  odo^. 
ing  the  redudlion  of  Chittapet,  Calliaud  refolved  that  hlahomed 
Iflbof  llroiild  return  again  to  Madura  with  the  troops  he  had  brought, 
as  foon  as  they  were  refrefhed  and  furnifhed  with  feme  additional 
equipments.  They  accordingly  fet  out  on  the  20th  of  O^lober.  ' 

On  the  1 6th,  the  fame  day  that  the  prefidency  received  the  nqws 
of  the  lofs  of  Chittapett,  arrived  a veflel  from  Bengal  with  authen- 
tic advices  of  the  revolution  in  that  province  produced  by  the  fuc- 
cefs  at  Plaffy  : the  fucccediiig  days  and  veffels  brought  to  the  com- 
pany, and  to  individuals,  fome  part  of  the  treafure  which  had  been 
poured  into  Calcutta  by  that  extraordinaiy  event,  and  the  reputa- 
tion of  a credit,  adequate  to  the  utmoft  wants  of  the  Englilh  affairs 
in  Coromandel : but  this  unexpefted  profperity  was  fomewhat  cloud- 
ed by  the  certainty  of  not  receiving  back  any  part  of  their  troops 
inthisfeafon  of  neceffity.  Nor  were  any  of  the  thips  of  war  to  be 
€X})e6led  ; for  Admiral  Pocockc,  on  hearing  of  the  French  fqua- 
dron,  had  taken  the  refolution  of  remaining,  in  the  Ganges  until 
January,  for  the  protedflon  of  Calcutta,  and  in  expectation  of  being 
joined  there  by  the  fhips  coming  from  England ; foon  after,  arrived 
the  Queenfborough  frigate,  dil]:)atched  by  Commodore  Stevens  in 
Augufl,  from  St.  Auguftine’s  bay  in  the  iflancl  of  Madagafcar,  with 
information  of  his  intentions  to  proceed  with  the  four  Hiips  under 
his  command,  to  Bombay,  from  whence  they  could  not  reach  the' 
coaft  until  the  beginning  of  the  next  year  ; but  the  approach  of  the 
tempeftuous  feafon  leffened  this  difappointment,  as  it  was  known  that 
the  French  themfelves  expeded  no  more  fhips  of  force  during  this 
interval. 

The  French  army  from  Chittapet  appeared  before  Trinomalee 
on  the  1 8th.  This  place,  notwithflanding  the  gallant  defence  of 
Berkatoolah  in  1753,  is  more  famous  for  its  fandlity  than  ftrength ; 
it  is  fituated  30  miles  s.  s.  w.  of  Chittapet,  and  30  w.  of  Gingee, 
a craggy  mountain,  about  two  miles  in  circumference,  and  riling 
in  the  middle  to  a great  height,  hath,  befides  others,  on  the  higheft 
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rock,  a linall  chapel,  which  is  held  in  extreme  veneration,  from  a 
perfualion,  that  whofoever,  except  the  appointed  Bramins,  Ihould 
prefnme  to  enter  it,  would  immediately  be  confumed  by  a fubterra- 
neous  fire,  rifing  for  the  occafion.  On  the  eaflern  fide  is  a large 
pettah,  furrounded  by  a flight  mud  wall ; it  was  this  Berkatoolah 
defended  ; from  which  are  the  only  paths  leading  to  the  chapels, 
and  in  the  innermofl:  part,  immediately  under  the  mountain,  is  a 
fpacious  and  well-built  pagoda,  the  refidence  of  a multitude  of 
Bramins  and  their  families,  as  well  as  of  the  images  to  which  the 
whole  mountain  and  pagoda  are  confecrated.  The  mountain,  pet- 
tah, and  a I'pace  of  arable  land  to  the  weftward,  is  enclofed  by  a 
bound  hedge,  fuch,  although  n6t  fo  thick  fet,  as  that  of  Pondi- 
cherry. The  Nabob’s  governor  and  garrifon  abandoned  the  pettah 
on  the  appearance  of  the  French  army  ; which  then  feparated  into 
various  detachments  againfl;  various  places.  The  neighbouring  kel- 
lidar  of  Polore  furrendercd  on  the  firfl:  fummons,  and  the  flronger 
fort  of  Arni,  redeemed  the  attack,  which  was  threatened,  although 
not  intended,  for  a fum  of  money.  On  the  4th  of  November  the 
hrongefl;  of  the  detachments  commanded  by  Saubinet  appeared  be- 
fore the  fort  of  Thiagar,  otheiwife  called  Tagadurgam.  This 
ftands  30  miles  fouth  of  Trinomalee,  in  the  high  road  to  Volcon- 
dah  and  Tritchinopoly.  It  confifts  of  two  fortifications,  on  a high 
mountain,  one  above,  but  communicating  with  the  other,  and  a 
pettah  on  the  plain  to  the  eaftward,  which  has  not  only  the  com- 
mon defence  of  a mud  wall,  but  is  like  wife  furrounded  at  a finall 
diftance  by  an  impenetrable  hedge ; from  which  the  cannon  and 
mulketry  of  the  French  detachment  could  not  remove  the  match- 
lock men  who  defended  it,  concealed  themfelves,  and  hitting  every- 
thing that  appeared  in  fight : after  two  days  trial,  Saubinet  received 
orders  to  return  to  Pondicherry,  and  all  the  other  detachments  were 
recalled  at  the  fame  time.  They  had  reduced  eight  forts  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Chittapet,Trinomallee,  and  GIngee,  and  eflablifhed 
renters  in  the  diftridls  which  depended  on  them. 

As  foon  as  the  rains  abated,  the  garrifons  of  Outramalore  and 
Chittapet  fent  out  parties  to  attack  the  diflrids  and  fmaller  forts  de- 
pendant 
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pendant  on  Carangoly  and  Arcot,  and  flight  Ikirmifhcs  enfued  with  1757- 
various  fuccefs.  'Fhe  harvefl:  ripening  in  the  beginning  of  Novem- 
her,  Murzafabeg  took  pofl;  with  300  Sepoys  levied  by  himfelf,  and 
other  force,  in  the  fort  of  Trivatore,  which,  ftanding  midway  be- 
tween Outramalore  and  Arcot,  was  the  moft  central  fituation  to 
protefl  the  diflridls  under  his  own  management  : the  fort  being 
ffrong  enough  to  refifl:  a fudden  aflault,  parties  detached  from  it 
frequently  beat  away  thole  of  the  enemy,  fent  to  levy  money  from 
the  villages  for  the  redemption  of  their  grain  in  the  field,  until  the 
enemy  inverted  the  fort  with  800  Sepoys,  joined  by  fome  Europeans, 
with  three  field-pieces.  Captain  Richard  Smith  commanding  at  this 
time  in  Arcot,  on  notice  of  the  danger,  detached  five  companies  of 
Sepoys  with  a platoon  of  Europeans,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Wood,  who,  haltincr  near  Trivatore  during  the  nieht  of 
the  13th  of  December,  fell  upon  the  befiegers  at  day-break  the  next  December, 
morning,  beat  up  all  their  ports,  and  took  their  field-pieces,  with 
which  he  returned  the  day  after  to  Arcot  ; but  left  one  of  his  com- 
])anies  of  Sepoys  to  reinforce  Trivatore.  On  the  28th,  500  Sepoys 
came  again  and  took  jjofleffion  of  the  pettah,  but  werd  driven  away 
by  the  garrifon  on  the  lart  day  of  the  year.  At  the  fame  time  ano- 
ther party  from  Outramalore  blocked  up  two  companies  of  Sepoys, 
j)laced  in  the  mud  fort  of  Cavantandelum,  which  rtands  about  10 
miles  to  the  n.  of  Outramalore,  and  about  midway  between  Sala- 
vvauk  and  Conjeveram.  Enlign  Banatyne  marched  with  five  com- 
panies from  Carangoly,  and  beat  the  enemy  away  ; but  deeming  the 
j)ort  untenable,  withdrew  the  guard.  Thus  ended  the  year  in  the 
dirtricls  of  the  Carnatic  near  the  Paliar. 

The  Morattoe,  Balaventrow,  immediately  after  the  conclufiop  of 
Armetrow’s  negotiation,  and  his  own  devotions  at  Tripetti, 
marched  with  the  main  body  of  his  army  from  the  pafs  of  Cu- 
dapanatam,  into  the  country  of  Cudapah.  The  Nabob  of  this 
province  had  alTembled  his  force,  6000  horfe,  and  had  been  joined 
by  thofe  of  Canoul,  with  3000  more,  all  reputed,  although  not 
really,  Pitans.  This  army  waited  for  the  enemy  near  the  city  of 
Cudapah,  which  rtands  about  150  miles  n.  and  by  w.  of  Arcot, 
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and  is  an  open  town.  The  Morratoes,  contrary  to  their  nfuai  war- 
fare, were  as  eag-er  for  a d'ecifive  battle  as  the  Pitans.  It  was  fought 
on  the  24th  of  September  with  much  fury,  and  eiuled  with  the 
death  of  the  Nabob  of  Cudapah;  the  city  fell  a prey  to  the  conque- 
rors, who  plundered  every  thing,  and  found  a valuable  bootv.  Ba- 
laventrow  foon  after  received,  with  the  requeft  of  the  prefidency, 
an  order  from  Balajerow,  to  affift  the  Englith,  and  immediately 
detached  1000  horfe  to  Arcot ; but  they  did  not  arrive  until  Chit- 
tapet  was  taken  ; and  the  fublequent  motions  of  the  French 
threatening  no  forts  of  importance,  which  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Englifh  force  to  protect  without  rilquing  a general  battle,  the 
prefidency  fpared  the  expence  of  taking  this  cavalry  into  their  pay ; 
which  however  did  not  join  the  French,  but  remained  with  Arme- 
trow  at  Arcot  until  the  5th  of  December;  when  he  proceeded  with 
them  and  his  former  efcort  to  Velore,  where  they  remained  quietly 
until  the  end  of  January,  waiting  the  orders  of  Balaventrow. 

The  only  attempt  made  by  the  French  troops,  after  tlie  retreat  of 
their  army  into  Pondicherry,  was  againll:  Palamcotah  near  the  Co- 
leroon,  which  they  invefled,  in  the  beginning  of  December,  with 
100  Europeans,  fome  field-pieces,  and  500  Sepoys,  from  the  gar- 
rifon  of  Chilambarum,  but,  having  no  battering  cannon,  they  were 
only  able  to  get  pofleffion  of  the  pettah,  from  whence  they  col- 
le6Ied  the  revenues  of  the  lands  dependant  on  the  fort,  which,  as 
we  have  faid  in  a former  part  of  our  narrative,  were  an  appanage  of 
the  Nabob  of  Cudapah,  and  were  commanded  by  one  of  his  near 
relations.  The  death  of  the  late  Nabob  did  not  alter  the  depen- 
dance,  and  as  he  had  been  for  fome  time  on  friendly  terms  with  the 
Englifh,  30  Sepoys,  with  as  much  ammunition  as  they  could  carry, 
were  fent  from  Fort  St.  David,  and  found  means  to  get  into  the  fort. 

Whilft  Mahomed  IfiToof  was  waiting  the  decifion  of  his  return  from 
Tritchinopoly  to  Madura,  Hyderally  had  marched  from  Dindigul, 
took  the  fort  of  Sholavanden  without  refiftance,  and  entered  the  dif- 
trifts  of  Madura  without  oppofition.  He  continued  feveral  days 
under  the  walls  of  the  city;  but,  finding  it  much  ftronger  than  he 
expedled,  contented  himfelf  with  plundering  the  country,  fend- 
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ing  off  the  cattle  and  other  booty  to  Dindigul.  On  the  ap-  1757. 
proach  of  Mahomed  IlToof,  he  took  pofi:  with  a part  of  his  army 
near  the  ilTue  of  the  pafs  of  Nattam,  in  order  to  intercept  his 
march.  Mahomed  Iffoof  without  hefitation  attacked,  and,  with  ^''ovember, 
the  advantage  of  fuperior  difcipline,  and  the  execution  of  his  field- 
pieces,  obliged  the  Myforeans  to  give  way  ; who,  decamping  the 
enfuing  night,  croffed  the  country  to  Chevelpetore.  By  this  time, 
the  mifchief  they  had  done  having  left  nothing  more  to  get 
worth  the  expence  of  remaining  in  the  country,  Hyderally  collected 
his  detachments,  and  returned  to  Dindigul.  Mahomed  Iffoof,  on 
his  arrival  at  Madura,  enliflcd  400,  the  bell:  of  Berkatoolah’s  ca- 
valry ; the  whole  of  which  were  remaining  encamped  15  miles  from 
the  town,  waiting  for  the  fecond  pa}  ment  of  the  agreement,  having, 
as  neutrals,  neither  given  moleftation  to  the  Myforeans,  or  received, 
any  from  them.  He,  at  the  fame  time,  fent  invitations  to  thofe 
with  Maphuze  Khan,  and  whatfoever  other  bodies  were  a6ting  as 
independent  plunderers  in  the  Tinivelly  country.  As  loon  as  the 
Myforeans  were  gone,  he  began  his  march  to  Tinivelly,  with  a 
very  confiderable  force.  Faffing  along  the  diftricls  of  Etiaporum,. 
the  Polygar  redeemed  his  hofiages,  which  were  in  the  camp,  pay- 
ing 1 8,700  rupees,  the  balance  of  his  fine.  The  army  arrived  at  the 
town  of  Tinivelly  about  the  middle  of  November,  from  whence  Ma- 
phuze Khan  on  their  approach  had  retired  to  Nellitangaville.  He. 
had,  during  his  refidence  there,  made  various  attempts  to  get  pof- 
feffion  of  the  fort'  of  Palamcotab,  but  had  taken  Calacad,  and^ 
given  it  to  the  king  of  Travancore.  Mahomed  Iffoof,  with  a part 
of  the  army,  marched  immediately  againft  this  place,  which  the 
Travancores  abandoned  without  refiftance,  and,  being  followed  by 
him,  retired  behind  their  walls  in  the  paffes  of  the  mountains,  at- 
the  foot  of  the  promontory.  At  the  fame  time,  the  appearance  oK 
other  detachments  drove  away  the  guards  which  Ma{:)huze  Khan  had 
placed  in  Papancolam,  Alvarcourchy,  and  Bermadafs;  and  thofe  Ra- 
tioned by  the  Polygar  of  Vadagherry,  in  Tirancourchy.  All  thefe 
places  lie  to  the  n.w.  of  Tinivelly,  about  Nellitangaville;  and  parties  .. 
of  Sepoys  were  left  to  maintain  them.  Mahomed  Iffoof  had  returned . 

to  - 


The  War  of  Coromandel.  Book  Vl II. 
to  Tinivelly  by  the  end  of  November  ; and  on  the  28th  of  this 
month,  a Jemautdar  of  horie,  lately  enlifted,  endeavoured,  with 
fome  of  his  troops,  to  break  through  his  guards  to  the  apartment 
in  which  he  v/as,  as  ufual,  laid  clown  to  deep  in  the  afternoon.  Ma- 
homed lifoof  darting  up  joined  his  guards,  and  more  coming,  all 
tire  intruders  were  cut  down  on  the  fpot,  but  killed  fome  of  their  op- 
jronents.  At  this  time  he  received  intelligence  that  the  French 
garrifon  in  the  pagoda  of  Seringham  had  fent  a detachment  of  Eu- 
ropeans and  Sepoys  with  artillery,  to  Hyderally  at  Dindigul,  who, 
on  their  arrival,  it  was  faid,  was  jrrejraring  to  return  againd 
Madura  : the  news,  although  premature,  was  believed,  and  deter- 
mined Mahomed  Iflbof  to  be  there  before  them.  Accordino-lv 
on  the  id  of  December,  he  began  his  march  from  Tinivelly, 
leaving  there  and  in  the  other  pods,  a fufdcient  force  to  make  head 
againd  Maphuze  Khan  and  his  allies,  and  on  the  4th  arrived  at 
Chevelpetore,  where  he  remained  waiting  for  more  certain  advices 
concerning  the  Myforeans,  until  the  end  of  the  month ; and  in  the 
mean  time,  fent  a ftrong  detachment  to  repair  the  fort  of  Shola- 
vanden.  Before  this  time,  no  farther  expedlation  remained  of  Moo- 
dilee’s  abilities  to  manage  the  revenues  ; and  he  was  called  to  Ma- 
(Irafs,  in  order  to  exhibit  and  explain  the  details  of  his  adminidra- 
lion  ; but  remained  tick  and  fettling  his  accounts  in  the  woods  of 
Tondiman.  Calliaud  had  fent  Lieutenant  Rumbold  in  the  month 
of  Augud  to  communicate  the  date  of  the  country  ; but  this  of- 
ficer died  on  the  w^ay  at  Fort  St.  David  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber : and  the  jirefidency,  as  foon  as  the  rains  were  fet  in,  ordered 
Calliaud  himfelf  to  come.  Fie  arrived  on  the  I4t0  of  November, 
under  the  fafeguard  of  a paffport  from  Pondicherry,  and  having 
communicated  his  knowledge  and  opinions,  returned  on  the  4th,  and 
reached  Tritchinopoly  on  the  ] 2th  of  December:  his  reprelenta- 
tions  convinced  the  prefidency,  that  the  didurbances  would  never 
ceafe,  nor  any  revenue  be  colledted,  adequate  to  the  military  expences, 
whild  Maphuze  Khan  maintained  his  force,  pretenfions,  and  al- 
liances in  thefe  countries.  It  was  therefore  propofed  to  the  Nabob, 
wdio  dill  continued  at  Madrafs,  that  Maphuze  Khan  fhould  be  af- 
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fured  of  receiving  an  annual  income,  fufncient  for  his  decent  main-  1757. 
tenance,  out  of  the  revenues,  provided  he  would  quit  the  country  1^7^, 
with  his  cavalry,  and  dilhand  his  other  troops.  By  this  plan,  if 
nothing  fhould  be  got,  nothing  would  be  loft  ; and  the  French, 

.fruftrated  of  all  connexions,  v/ould  find  it  impracficable  to  get  foot- 
ing in  thel'e  provinces.  The  Nabob  approved  the  propolal,  and 
lent  an  agent  to  treat  with  Maphuze  Khan. 

Thus  ended  this  bufy  anxious  year  in  the  Carnatic  and  its  depen^ 
dencies,  during  which  almoft  every  day  brought  the  Iblicitude  of 
Tome  fufpended  event,  or  the  expebfation  of  fome  important  mif- 
chance  ; but  unremitting  caution  and  vigilance,  direbled  by  know- 
ledge and  fagacity,  lupplied  the  defeat  of  force.  The  only  error 
committed  by  the  preiidency  was  their  neglebt  of  Chittapet,  which 
was  leverely  atoned  by  its  lols.  The  only  advantage  obtained  was 
the  acquifition  of  Madura  ; but  this  much  more  than  com])enfated  all. 
the  detriments  of  the  year.  Thus  the  Englilh  councils.  'Fo  thofe  of 
Pondicherry  no  blame  could  be  imputed,  becaufe  they  were  reftribfed 
by  the  moft  pofitive  orders  from  France,  and  even  ventured  more 
than  they  were  authorized  to  rifque. 

Mr.  Bufty,  the  commander  of  their  forces  in  the  Decan,  had 
during  this  year  employed  them  with  much  more  adfivity,  becaufe 
uncontrouled  in  his  operations.  His  army,  continuing  their  march 
from  Hyderabad,  arrived  at  Bezoara  on  the  Kriftna  in  the  end  of 
November  of  the  preceding  year,  from  whence,  inftsad  of  going  to 
Mafulipatam,  they  ftruck  to  the  north-eaft,  and  proceeded  by  a 
frequented  road,  through  the  province  and  city  of  Elore,  from 
whence  they  arrived  on  the  19th  of  December  at  the  city  of  Ra- 
mundrum,  fituated  on  the  Godaveri,  about  30  miles  from  the  lea^ 
and  a day’s  march  from  the  Englifh  fabfory  at  Ingeiam.  On  their 
approach,  Ibrahim  Cawn,  whom  Mr.  Bulfy  had  raifed  to  the  go- 
vernment of  this  and  the  province  of  Chicacole,  dreading  the.pur 
nifhment  of  his  in2:ratitude  durino;  the  dlftrcfs  of  Charmaul.  auit- 
ted  the  country,  and  went  away  to  Aurengabad  ; but, the.  Rajah 
VizeramrauzCj  confident  in  the  proofs  he  had  given,  of  his  attach- 
ment, met  their  army  accompanied  by  feveral  othea*  Indian  chiefs, 
with  their  forces,  which,  with  his  own,  amounted  to  loooo  men;  he 
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was  received  with  every  mark  of  refpe6I,  and  employed  the  favour 
in  which  he  flood  to  the  gratification  of  an  anim.ofity,  which  had 
long  been  the  leading  paffion  of  his  mind.  The  tradition  of  thefe 
countries  fays,  that  many  centuries  before  Mahomedanifm,  a king 
of  Jaggernaut,  in  Orixa,  marched  to  the  fouth  with  a great  army, 
which  fubdued  not  only  thefe  provinces,  but,  crofling  the  Kriflna, 
conquered  in  the  Carnatic,  as  far  as  Conjeveram : thefe  conquefls 
he  diflributed  in  many  portions  to  his  relations,  officers,  and  menial 
.fervants,  from  whom  feveral  of  the  prefent  nortliern  polygars  pre- 
tend to  be  lineally  defcended,  and  to  govern  at  this  very  time  the 
very  diflridls  which  were  then  given  to  their  anceflor.  All  who 
claim  this  genealogy,  efteem  themfelves  the  higheil  blood  of  native 
Indians,  next  to  the  Bramins,  equal  to  the  Rajpoots,  and  fupport 
this  pre-eminence  by  the  haughtieft  obfervances,  infomuch  that  the 
breath  of  a different  religion,  and  even  of  the  meaner  Indians,  re- 
quires ablution  : their  women  never  transfer  themfelves  to  a fe- 
cond,  but  burn  with  the  hufband  of  their  virginity  ; and,  although 
this  cruel  pra£lice  is  not  unfrequent  in  mold  of  the  high  families 
and  cafls  throughout  India,  yet  it  is  generally  optional  : but  with 
the  women  of  thefe  antient  Polygars,  the  moft  indilpenfable  of 
neceffities. 

The  firfl  in  rank  of  thefe  Polygars,  who  all  call  themfelves 
Rajahs,  was  Rangarao  of  Bobilee  : the  fort  of  this  name  Rands 
dole  to  the  mountains  about  140  miles  N.  e.  of  Vizagapatam  ; 
the  diRricls  are  about  twenty  fquare  miles.  There  had  long 
been  a deadly  hatred  between  this  Polygar  and  Vizeramrauze, 
whofe  perfon,  how  much  foever  he  feared  his  power,  Rangarao 
held  in  the  utmofl:  contempt,  as  of  low  extradion,  and  of  new 
note.,  DiRrids  belonging  to  Vizeramrauze  adjoined  to  thofe  of 
Bobilee,  whofe  people  diverted  the  water  of  the  rivulets,  and  made 
depredations,  which  Vizeramrauze,  for  want  of  better  military 
means,  and  from  the  nature  of  Rangarao’s  country,  could  not  reta- 
liate. Vizeramrauze  ufed  his  utmoR  influence  and  arguments  to 
perfuade  Mr.  BuRy  of  the  neceffity  of  removing  this  neighbour; 
and  Mr.  Bufly  propofed,  that  he  Riould  quit  his  hereditary  ground 
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of  Bobilee,  in  exchange  for  other  lands  of  greater  extent  and  value, 
in  another  part  of  the  province ; but  Rangarao  treated  the  propoial 
as  an  infult.  Soon  after,  it  became  neceffary  to  fend  a detachment 
of  Sepoys  to  fome  diibridls  at  a dihance,  to  which  the  Ihorteft  road 
lay  through  fome  part  of  the  woods  of  Bobilee  : permiliion  was 
obtained  ; but,  either  by  fome  contrivance  of  Vhzeramrauze,  or  the 
predetermination  of  Rangarao,  the  detachment  was  fliarply  attacked, 
and  obliged  to  retire  with  the  lofs  of  30  Sepoys  killed,  and  more 
wounded.  V^izeramrauze  improved  this  moment  of  indignation ; 
and  Mr.  Bulky,  not  forefeelng  the  terrible  event  to  which  he  was  pro- 
ceeding, determined  to  reduce  the  whole  country,  and  to  expel  the 
Poly  gar  and  all  his  family. 

The  province  ofChicacole  has  few  extenllvc  plains,  and  its  hills  in- 
creafe  in  frequency  and  magnitude,  as  they  approach  the  vail  range 
of  mountains  that.bound  this,  and  the  province  of  Rajahmundrum, 
to  the  N.w.  The  hills,  and  the  narrower  bottoms  which  feparate 
them,  are  fuffered  to  over-run  with  wood,  as  the  bed;  protedlion  to 
the  opener  vallies  allotted  for  cultivation.  The  Polygar,  belides  his 
other  towns  and  forts,  has  always  one  fituated  in  the  mod;  difficult 
part  of  his  country,  which  is  intended  as  the  lad;  refuge  for  him- 
felf  and  all  of  his  own  blood.  The  dngular  conllrudtion  of  this 
fort  is  adequate  to  all  the  intentions  of  defence  amongd;  a people  unufed 
to  cannon,  or  other  means  of  battery.  Its  outline  is  a regular  fquare, 
which  rarely  exceeds  200  yards;  a large  round  tower  is  raided  at  each 
of  the  angles,  and  a fquare  projedlion  in  the  middle  of  each  of 
the  fides.  The  height  of  the  wall  is  22  feet,  but  of  the  rampart 
within  only  12,  which  is  likewife  its  breadth  at  top,  although 
it  is  laid  much  broader  at  bottom  ; the  whole  is  of  tempered  clay, 
raided  in  didindl  layers,  of  which  each  is  left  expofed  to  the  fun, 
until  thoroughly  hardened,  before  the  next  is  applied.  The  parapet 
rides  10  feet  above  the  rampart,  and  is  only  three  feet  thick.  It  is 
indented  five  feet  down  from  the  top  in  interftices  fix  inches  wide, 
which  are  three  or  four  feet  afunder.  A foot  above  the  bottom  of 
thele  interftices  and  battlements,  runs  a line  of  round  holes,  ano- 
.ther  two  feet  lower,  and  a third  within  t\yo  feet  of  the  rampart : 
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Thefe  holes  are,  as  ufual,  formed  with  pipes  of  baked  clay:  they  ferve 
for  the  employment  of  fire-arms,  arrows,  and  lances  ; and  the  inter- 
ffices  for  the  freer  ufe  of  all  thefe  arms,  inftead  of  loop-holes,  which 
cannot  be  inferted  or  cut  in  the  clay.  The  towers,  and  the  fquare 
projedlions  in  the  middle,  have  the  fame  parapet  as  the  reft  of  the 
wall  ; and  in  two  of  the  projedtions,  on  oppofite  Tides  of  the  fort,  are 
gateways,  of  which  the  entrance  is  not  in  the  front,  hut  on  one  fide, 
from  whence  it  continues  through  half  the  mafs,  and  then  turns  by 
a right  angle  into  the  place  ; and,  on  any  alarm,  the  whole  paffage 
is  choked  up  with  trees,  and  the  outfide  furrounded  to  fome  diflance 
with  a thick  bed  of  ftrong  brambles.  The  rampart  and  parapet  is 
covered  by  a fired  of  flrong  thatch,  fupported  by  pofls  ; the  eaves  of 
this  fired  projeil  over  the  battlenrents,  but  fall  fo  near,  that  a man 
can  fcarcely  fqueeze  his  body  between  : this  fhed  is  fhelter  both  to 
the  rampart  and  guards  againfl:  the  fun  and  rain.  An  area  of  500 
yards,  or  more,  in  every  direftion  round  the  fort,  is  preferved  clear,  ot 
which  the  circumference  joins  the  high  wood,  which  is  kept  thick, 
three,  four,  or  five  miles  in  breadth  around  this  center.  Few  of  thefe 
forts  permit  more  than  one  path  through  the  wood.  The  entrance 
of  the  path  from  without  is  defended  by  a wall,  exaftly  fimilar  in 
conflruftion  and  firength  to  one  of  the  fides  of  the  fort  ; having  its 
round  towers  at  the  ends,  and  the  fquare  projeflion  with  its  gateway 
in  the  middle.  From  natural  fagacity  they  never  raife  this  redoubt 
on  the  edge  of  the  wood  ; but  at  the  bottom  of  a recefs,  cleared  on 
purpofe,  and  on  each  fide  of  the  recefs,  raife  breaft-works  of  earth 
or  hedge,  to  gall  the  approach.  The  path  admits  only  three  men 
abreaft,  winds  continually,  is  every  w'here  commanded  by  breaft- 
works  in  the  thicket,  and  has  "in  its  courfe  feveral  redoubts,  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  entrance,  and  like  that  flanked  by  breaft-works  on  each 
hand.  Such  were  the  defences  of  Bobilee  ; againfl:  which  Mr. 
Buffy  marched,  with  750  Europeans,  of  whom  250  were  horfe, 
four  field-pieces,  and  1 1 000  Peons  and  Sepoys,  the  army  of  Vize- 
ramrauze,  who  commanded  them  in  perfon. 

Whilfl  the  field-pieces  plied  the  parapet  of  the  firfl  redoubt  at  the 
entrance  of  the  wood,  detachments  entered  into  the  fide  of  the  recefs 
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with  fire  and  hatchet,  and  began  to  make  a way,  which  tended  to 
ring  them  in  the  rear  of  the  redoubt ; and  the  guard,  as  foon  as  con- 

their  ftation,  and  joined  thofe  in 
e pofts  be^hind  ; the  fame  operations  continued  through  the  whole 

^hn^  *'>  l^t'gth.  and  with  the  fame  fucceis,  al- 

S i-t  fight  of  the  fort,  Mr.  Buffv 

nip  allotting  one,  with  the  fie!d- 

with  all  his  parentage,  ayo  men  bearing  arms,  and  nearly  twice 
this  number  of  women  and  children.  ^ 

witl^’thTu  “"’"'""“fiat  day-break,  on  the  24  th  of  January 
with  the  field-pieces  againft  the  four  towers  ; and  the  defenders  left 

fire  might  catch  the  thatch  of  the  rampart,  had  pulled  it  down  S 
me  o clock,  feveralof  the  battlements  were  broken,  when  all  the 
leading  parties  of  the  four  divifions  advanced  at  the  fame  time  with 
fcahng  ladders  ; but,  after  much  endeavour  for  an  hour,  m 

o;herpi;:^:;orXi&^^^^ 

vanta>re  • hut  the  Parapet  gave  the  fecond  attack  more  ad- 

vantage . but  the  ardour  of  the  defeiiee  encreafed  with  the  daiwer 
The  garnfon  fought  with  the  indignant  ferocity  of  wild  beafc  de 
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teiition  of  death:  not  a manh'id  i-u  ^ menace  and  in- 

the  afternoon,  when  another  cek  f ^' 

Rangarao  alTembled  the  princfpal  ken  'ku"  th 

hopes  of  maintaining  the  fort  and  thJ  > 
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Ei.iropeans,  and  the  more  ignominious  authority  of  Vizeramrauze. 
A number  called  without  diftih6lion  were  allotted  to  the  work  ; they 
proceeded,  every  man  with  a torch,  his  lance,  and  poignard,  to  the 
habitations  in  the  middle  of  the  fort,  to  which  they  fet  fire  indiferi- 
minately,  plying  the  flame  with  flraw  prepared  with  pitch  and  brim- 
ftone,  and  every  man  flabbed  without  remorfe,  the  woman  or  child, 
whichfoever  attempted  to  efcape  the  flame  and  fuffocation.  Not  the 
helplefs  infant,  clinging  to  the  bofom  of  its  mother,  faved  the  life  of 
either  from  the  hand  of  the  hufband  and  father.  The  utmoft  ex- 
cefles  whether  of  revenge  or  jage,  w^ere  exceeded  by  the  atrocious 
prejudices  which  diflated  and  performed  this  horrible  facrifice.  The 
maffacre  being  finifiied,  thofe  who  accomplifhed  it  returned,  like  men 
agitated  by  the  furies,  to  die  themfelves  on  the  walls.  Mr.  Law, 
who  commanded  one  of  the  divifions,  obferved,  whilfl:  looking-  at 
the  conflagration,  that  the  number  of  the  defenders  was  confiderably 
diminifhed,  and  advanced  again  to  the'attack  : after  feveral  ladders 
had  failed,  a few  grenadiers  got  over  the  parapet,  and  maintained 
their  footing  in  the  tow'er  until  more  fecured  the  pofTeffion.  Ranga- 
rao  hafleiiing  to  the  defence  of  the  tower,  was  in  this  inflant  killed 
by  a mulket-ball.  His  fall  encreafed,  if  poffible,  the  defperation  of 
his  friends;  who,  crowding  to  revenge  his  death,  left  the  other  parts 
of  the  ramparts  bare  ; and  the  other  divifions  of  the  French  troops, 
having  advanced  likewfife  to  their  refpeflive  attacks,  numbers  on  all  fides 
got  over  the  parapet  without  oppofition  : neverthelefs,  none  of  the 
defenders  quitted  the  rampart,  or  would  accept  quarter  ; but  each  fell 
advancing  againfi:,  or  Rruggling  with,  an  antagonift;  and  even  when 
fallen,  and  in  the  laR  agony,  would  refign  his  poignard  only  to  death. 
The  flaughter  of  the  conflidt  being  completed,  another  much  more 
dreadful,  prefented  itfelf  in  the  area  below  : the  tranfport  of  vidlory 
iofl  all  its  joy  : all  gazed  on  one  another  with  filent  alfohilhment 
and  remorfe,  and  the  fierceft  could  not  refufe  a tear  to  the  deplorable 
deftruflion  fpread  before  them.  Whilfl;  contemplating  it,  an  old 
man,  leading  a boy,  was  perceived  advancing  from  a diflant  recefs  : 
he  was  welcomed  with  much  attention  and  refpe(^,  and  conduced 
by  the  crowd  to  Mr.  Law,  to  whom  he  prefented  the  child  with 
2 thefe 
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thefe  words:  “ This  is  the  fon  of  Rangarao,  whom  I have  preferved 
“ again’ft  his  father’s  will.”  Another  emotion  now  fuccceded,  and 
the  prefervation  of  this  infiht  was  felt  by  all  as  fome  alleviation  to 
the  horrible  catalfrophe,  of  which  they  had  been  the  unfortunate  au- 
thors. The  tutor  and  the  child  were  immediately  font  to  Mr. 
BulPy,  who,  having  heard  of  the  condition  of  the  -fort,  would  not 
‘go  into  it,  but  remained  in  'his  tent,  where  he  received  ’the  4acrod 
‘ca’ptiVes’ with  the  humanity  of  a guardian  appointed  by  the  ftrongefl 
claims  of  nature,  and  immediately  commanded  patents  to  be  pre- 
pared, appointing  the  fon  lord  of  the  territory  which  he  had  offered 
the  father  in  exchange  for  the  diffridls  of  Bobilee  ; and  ordered 
them  to  be  firiclly  guarded  in  the  camp  from  the  malevolence  of 
enemies. 

The  enfuing  night  and  the  two  fucceeding  days  •paflfed  in  the 
ufual  attentions,  ef]^ecially  the  care  of  the  wounded,  who  were 
many  ; but  in  the  middle  of  the  third  night,  the  camp  was  alarm- 
ed by  a tumult  in  the  quarter  of  Vizeramrauze.  Four  of  the  fol- 
diers  of  Rangarao,  on  feeing  him  fall,  concealed  themfeives  in  an 
unfrequented  part  of  the  fort  until  the  night  was  far  advanced,  when 
they  dropped  down  the  walls,  and  fpeaking  the  fame  language, 
paffed  unlufpedled  through  the  quarters  of  Vizeramrauze,  and 
gained  the  neighbouring  thickets  ; where  they  remained  the  two  fuc- 
ceeding days,  watching  until  the  buflle  of  the  camp  had  fublided ; when 
two  of  them  quitted  their  retreat,  and  having  by  their  language  again 
deceived  thofe  by  whom  they  were  queflioned,  got  near  the  tent  of 
Vizeramrauze ; then  creeping  on  the  ground  they  paffed  under 
the  back  part,  and  entering  the  tent  found  him  lying  on  his  bed,  alone, 
and  afleep.  Vizeramrauze  was  extremely  corpulent,  infomuch  that 
he  could  fcarcely  rear  himfelf  from  his  feat  without  affiflance  : the 
two  men,  retraining  their  very  breath,  truck  in  the  fame  intant 
with  their  poignards  at  his  heart  ; the  firt  groan  brought  in  a ’cen- 
tinel,  who  fired,  but  miffed;  more  immediately  thronged  in,  but  the 
murderers,  heedlefs  of  themfeives,  cried  out,  pointing  to  the  body, 
“ Look  here  ! We  are  fatisfied.”  They  were  intantly  fliot  by  the 
crowd,  and  mangled  after  they  had  fallen;  but  had  tabbed  Vizeram- 
rauze 
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rauze  in  32  places.  Had  they  failed,  the  other  two  remaining  in  the 
foreft  were  bound  by  the  fame  oath  to  perform  the  deed,  or  perifh  in 
the  attempt. 

The  army  haftened  to  quit  this  tragic  ground.  They  proceeded 
through  the  hills  to  the  north,  fummonlng  the  tributes  of  a variety 
of  polygars,  who,  terrified  by  the  fate  of  Bobilee,  paid  without  re- 
fiftance  ; nor  did  they  meet  any  oppofition,  until  they  arrived  at  the 
diftrifts  of  Gumfeer.  This  country  is  much  more  extenfive  than 
that  of  any  other  of  the  ancient  Polygars  ; it  commences  about  40 
miles  to  the  North-weft  of  Ganjam,  extending  about  50  miles  in 
that  diredion,  and  20  in  breadth  ; it  is  even  more  impenetrable 
than  the  country  of  Bobilee,  its  forefts  confifting  entirely  of  bam- 
boos, which  grow  clofer,  and  refift  the  axe  and  fire  better  than  any 
other  vegetation  ; relying  on  which,  the  inhabitants  do  not  think  it 
neceflary  to  ere6t  redoubts  for  the  defence  of  their  paths,  but  ob- 
ftru61:  them  with  frequent  and  temporary  barriers  of  bamboes, 
wrought  in  a variety  of  entanglements.  The  polygar  of  Gumfeer 
refufed  his  tribute,  of  which  the  arrears  amounted  to  1 80,000  ru- 
pees ; and  Mr.  BufiTy,  intending  for  other  views  to  remain  awhile  in 
the  northernmoft  parts  of  the  Chicacole  province,  relolved  to  employ 
fome  of  the  time  in  reducing  this  country.  Day  by  day  the  troops 
were  employed  with  exceffive  toil  and  fatigue  in  rooting  up,  cutting 
down,  and  endeavouring  to  burn  a way  through  the  foreft.  The 
whole  diftridl:  is  efteemed  one  of  the  hotteft  regions  of  Indoftan, 
and  is  peculiarly  fubjeft  to  ftrokes  of  the  fun  ; by  which  feven  Eu- 
ropeans were  in  one  day  killed  ; feveral  barriers  were  forced,  or  paft, 
and  the  Polygar,  beginning  to  think  himfelf  in  danger,  madepropo- 
fals,  which  Mr.  BufiTy  was  equally  willing  to  accept,  having  loft 
30  Europeans,  and  a much  greater  number  of  Sepoys,  in  the  little 
progrels  which  the  army  had  made  ; this  accommodation  was  con- 
cluded in  the  middle  of  April. 

Some  time  before,  Mr.  BufiTy  had  received  letters  from  Surajah 
Doulah,  the  nabob  of  Bengal,  requefting  his  affiftance  to  expel  their 
common  enemy,  the  Englifti,  out  of  that  province  ; the  Nabob  of- 
fered to  defray  all  the  expenees  of  the  French  army,  and  promifed 
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further  explanations:  which  Mr.  Buffy  fuppofed  would  be  brought  1757* 
by  fome  principal  ofhcer  of  his  court,  furnifhed  with  the  means  of 
conducing  the  army  through  the  province  of  Orixa  ; in  which  ex-  April. 
peclation  he  refolved  to  remain  near  the  frontiers  of  this  province, 
and  the  army  marched  from  Gumfeer  to  Ganjam,  which  is  the 
laft  town  in  Chicacole.  It  is  a fea-port  much  frequented  by  coaft- 
ino- vefTels,  and  the  French  had  at  this  time  a fadorv  there:  the 
army  remained  in  the  neighbourhood  until  the  loth  of  May,  but.  May, 
inftead  of  further  overtures  from  Surajah  Dowlah,  received  intelli- 
gence, that  the  Englilh  had  taken  the  French  fettlement  of  Chan- 
dernagore ; which  convincing  Mr.  Bufiy  of  the  imbecility  of  the 
Nabob,  v/ho  had  fuffered  them  to  gain  fuch  an  advantage  in  his 
country,  he  relinqulfhed  all  ideas  of  further  connexion  with  him  ; 
but  refolved  immediately  to  make  retaliation  on  the  Englifh  fettle- 
ments  in  the  northern  provinces. 

In  confequence  of  his  orders  the  Europeans  he  had  left  in  garrifon  at 
Rajahmundrum,  when  joined  by  more  from  Mafulipatam,  marched 
againfl:  the  faflories  of  Madapollam,  Bandermalanka,  and  Ingeram, 
which  Rand  near  the  fea  on  three  different  arms  of  the  Godaveri.  The 
natives  here  weave  excellent  cloths  at  cheap  rates,  and  the  three  faclo- 
ries  annually  furnifhed  700  bales  for  the  Company’s  market  in  England. 

Ingeram  only  had  foldiers,  and  only  20,  and  all  the  three  fa6lories  fur- 
rendered  on  the  firfl  requifition.  The  reduftion  of  Vizagapatam, 
as  being  nearer,  Mr.  Buffy  referved  to  himfelf ; but  being  fure  of 
his  prize,  remained  in  the  city  of  Chicacole  until  he  had  fettled  the 
affairs  of  this  government.  On  the  24th  of  June  the  van  of  his 
army  appeared  before  Vizagapatam.  A river  coming  from  the  north 
and  turning  ihort  eaRward  to  the  fea,  forms  an  arm  of  land,  a mile 
and  half  in  length  : and  600  yards  in  breadth.  Nearly  in  the  middle 
of  this  ground  Rands  the  fort,  of  which  the  conRruffion  by  re- 
peated miRakes  was  become  fo  abfurd,  that  it  was  much  lefs  defen- 
lible  than  many  of  the  ancient  barons’  caRles  of  Europe.  The  face 
towards  the  river  was  choked  by  houfes.  A whole  town  lay  with- 
in 300  yards  to  the  north,  a village  aCthe  fame  diRance  to  the  fouth, 
and  feveral  buildings  on  each  of  thefe  fides  Rood  much  nearer  the 
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walls;  towards  the  Tea,  the  efplanade  was  clear,  excepting  a faint- 
ing battery,  where  a lodgment  might  be  eafily  made;  after  many 
injudicious  additions  of  works  round  the  fort,  which  only  made  it 
worfe,  it  was  found 'neceffary  to  throw  up  an  entrenchment  to  the 
north,  beyond  the  town,  in  the  Ihoulder  of  the  peninfula,  quite 
acrofs  from  the  river  to  the  fca,  with  a battery  at  each  extremity, 
and  another  on  a hillock  near  the  center,  but  this  was  commanded 
by  a fand-hill  diro6lly  oppoiite,  and  within  point-blank.  The  accefs 
acrofs  the  river  from  the  fouth,  was  fufficiently  fecured  by  batte- 
ries, which  commanded  not  only  the  palfage,  but  the  entrance  of 
the  river  itfelf,  through  which  all  embarkations  from  the  fea  mull:  gain 
the  fhore,  as  the  furf  prevents  even  a boat  from  landing  on  the 
beach  : indeed  the  whole  fcheme  of  the  defences  feemed  to  have 
been  calculated  only  to  opjrofe  the  attempts  of  pirates  and  polygars. 
The  garrifon confifted  of  150  excellent  Europeans,  and  300  Sepoys; 
the  Englilh  families  in  the  town  were  50  perfons.  On  the  fame  day  that 
the  Van  of  Mr.  Bulfy’s  army  appeared  in  light,  the  Company’s  drip  Marl- 
borough anchored  in  the  road,  on  board  of  which  was  the  chief  en- 
gineer of  Madrafs,  proceeding  to  Bengal.  He  landed,  and  having  the 
next  morning  reviewed  the  works,  with  Captain  Charles  Campbell, 
who  commanded  the  troops,  both  gave  their  opinion  that  the  extent 
could  not  be  defended,  even  with  a much  greater  force  ; and  advifed 
that  all  the  Europeans  ihould  be  immediately  embarked,  and  the 
Sepoys,  with  two  or  three  officers,  left  to  make  the  bed:  capitula- 
tion they  could  ; but  all  the  boat  and  filhermen  had  deferted  in  the 
night,  and  the  wind  blew  fo  ftrong  from  the  fea,  that  none  but 
thofe  accuftomed  could  manage  the  boats  over  the  bar,  which  that 
of  the  Marlborough  carrying  back  the  engineer,  experienced,  being 
twice  overfet  and  a man  drowned  before  fhe  got  out.  At  noon,  can- 
non appeared  on  the  fand  hill ; foon  after,  the  main  body  of  the 
enemy,  and  a fummons  to  furrender;  after  two  or  three  melfages, 
the  capitulation  was  figned  at  1 1 at  night.  All  the  Europeans, 
whether  troops  or  inhabitants,  were  to  be  prifoners  of  war  ; the 
Sepoys  and  natives  free  to  -ga  vdiere  they  liked  ; the  Company’s 
effects,  capture ; individuals,  Mr.  Buffy  faid,  fhould  have  no  reafon 
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to  complain : he  kept  his  word  with  the  utmoft  liberality,  refign- 
ing  without  difcuffion  whatfoever  property  any  one  claimed  as  his 
own.  The  Marlborough  having  anchored  at  the  Dutch  fadlory  of 
Bimlapatam,  1 2 miles  to  the  northward,  he  permitted  the  chief,  Mr. 
Percival,  Captain  Campbell,  and  feveral  others,  to  proceed  in  her  to 
Bengal. 

From  Vizagapatam,  the  army  proceeded  to  Rajahmundrum,  where 
they  remained  fome  time,  and  then  took  the  field,  and  advanced 
again  to  the  northward,  to  awe  the  tributaries  who  fhewed  any  ten- 
dency to  difobedience  ; but  were  not  obliged  to  exercife  any  hoftilities 
of  conl'equence.  Thus  ended  the  year  1757,  in  the  northern  pro- 
vinces : during  which,  the  abfence  of  Mr.  Bully  from  the  court  of 
Salabadjing,  gave  his  enemies  the  opportunity  they  wilhed,  of  taking 
meafures  to  weaken  the  future  effedts  of  his  influence  over  that 
prince,  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  government. 

Nizamally  and  Baflalut  Jung  were  the  two  brothers  of  Salabadjing, 
who,  as  well  as  himfelf,  were  prifoners  in  the  camp  of  Murzafajing, 
when  the  death  of  this  prince  in  Cudapah,  with  the  influence  of 
Mr.  BufiTy  in  his  army,  railed  Salabadjing  to  the  throne  of  the 
Decan.  The  early  lagacity  of  Mr.  Bufly  then  forefaw,  that  the  two 
brothers  would  be  made  the  enfigns  of  fa6tion  and  revolt,  if  they 
were  admitted  to  any  participation  in  the  councils  of  the  govern- 
ment; fince  by  their  birth,  their  employments,  if  any,  mull  be  great. 
He  therefore  advifed  Salabadjing  to  allow  them  incomes  fufficient  for 
all  indulgencies,  but  to  give  them  no  appointments  of  trull  and 
power,  and  to  oblige  them,  under  pretence  of  dillin6lion,  to  accom- 
pany him  wherefoever  he  moved.  In  this  reftraint,  tempered  by  all 
exterior  attentions,  they  continued,  and  Teemed  Tatisfied,  until  the 
open  rupture  between  Mr.  Bully  and  Salabadjing’s  adminillration  of 
Sanore ; when  Shanavaze  Khan  refolved  to  raife  them  into  public 
importance,  as  his  own  future  patrons,  with  the  very  views,  of  which 
the  apprehenfion  had  led  Mr.  Bufly  to  prevent  their  promotion.  Ba- 
lazerow  was,  as  we  have  Teen,  encamped  at  that  time  before  Sanore ; 
to  whom  Shanavaze  Khan  communicated  his  intention,  Tupprefling 
the  motive,  and  requelled  him  to  urge  the  advice  to  Salabadjing, 
VoL.  II.  2 L with 


264  The  War  of  Coromandee.  Book  VIIL 

1757.  with  the  document  of  his  own  example,  ^who  always  employed  his 
^^  others,  or  his  Ion,  in  the  raoft  important  expeditions,  which  he 
could  not  attend  bimlelf.  Balagerow  knew  tliat  his  own  policy 
could  not  be  the  rule  of  a different  ftate,  and  weaker  underflaiiding  ^ 
but  faw  the  views  of  Shanavaze  Khan,  and  wifhino:  for  the  very 
divifions  they  would  create  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  Decan,  gave 
the  advice;  and  Salabadjing,  always  eafily  led,  appointed) Nizamally,, 
the  elder  of  the  two  brothers,,  to  the  government  of  Berar,  the  mod: 
extenfive  in  the  empire,  but  of  which  more  than  half  had  been  dif- 
membered  by  the  conquefts  of  the  Morattoe  Janogee;  and  to  Baf- 
ialut  Jung  he  gave  the  country  of  Adoni,  which  lies  fouth  of  the 
Kriftiia  and  north  of  Myfore  ; Baffalut  Jung  went  from  Saiiore  ta 
his  government,,  but  Nizamally  not  until  after  tlie  reconciliation  of 
CharmauU 

The  brothers  being  then  eflablifhed,  Mr.  Bufly  could  do  no  better 
than  appear  indifferent  to  the  arrangements  he  could  not  reverfe 
without  renewing  the  immediate  effefl  of  unappeafed  animofities, 
before  he  was  in  a ftate  to  encounter  them.  He  therefore  went  away,, 
as  we  have  feen  in  November,  to-  the  ceded  provinces,  as  the  mofb 
certain  means  of  providing  money,  without  umbrage,  for  future  con- 
tingencies.. On  the  17th  of  Decembei’,  Salabadjing  began  his  in- 
tended march  from  Golcondah  to  Aurengabad..  The  army  confiiied 
of  10  ,000  horfe,  and  15,000  foot,  with  the  French  detachment  of 
200  Europeans,  and  500  Sepoys,  whom  Shanavaze  Khan  could  find 
no  pretence  to  prevent  from  accompanying  Salabadjing.  They  ar- 

January  rivcd  at  Beder  in  the  beginning  of  January,  when  Balagerow  was. 

taking  the  field  at  Poni..  And  Shanavaze  Khan  defiring  to  gain  his 
concurrence  to  the  defigns  he  had  formed,  refblved  to  loiter  in  this 
part  of  the  country,  hoping  that  the  approach  of  Balagerow  might 
give  opportunities  of  an  interview  between  them.  He  accordingly  led 
the  army  againft  a confiderable  Rajah  named  Chunderl'ain,  whofa 
territory  lay  near  Calberga,  40  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Beder,  and 
whilft  hoftilities  were  carrying  on  againff  the  Rajah  he  fammoned 
Baffault  Jung  to  join  the  flandard  of  the  Subahlhips  with  the  forces 
frocn  his  government  of  Adoni- ; which  added  another  delay  until 
a their 
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their  arrival.  But  advices  being  received  that  Balagerow  was  inarch- 
ing ftraight  to  the  fbuth,  and  intended  to  crofs  the  Kriftna,  the 
Subah’s  army  renewed  their  march  to  the  northward,  when  in  the 
beginning  of  February  news  arrived,  that  the  Affghans  had  taken 
Delhi,  that  a large  detachment  of  their  army  were  plundering  Agra, 
and  that  parties  from  this  detachment  were  on  the  road  to  Brampour; 
which,  from  fome  conclufions  of  which  we  are  ignorant,  determined 
the  Subah’s  council  to  proceed  no  farther  to  the  north,  whilft  the 
Pitans  were  fuppofed  to  have  any  intentions  of  advancing  to  the 
fouth ; fo  that  they  did  not  approach  Aurungabad  until  the  beginning 
of  May.  In  this  interval  Seid  Lafcar  Khan,  who  had  been  Duan  of 
the  Decan,  and  had  given  the  northern  maritime  provinces  to  the 
French,  died  at  Aurengabad ; his  treafures  were  reported  to  be  great, 
and  with  all  his  efFedls  reverted,  according  to  the  inftitutions  of  the 
government,  to  the  fovereign ; but  they  were  depohted  in  the  fortrels 
of  Doltabad,  of  which  the  governor  \vas  his  near  relation,  and  had 
always  been  obfequious  to  his  will. 

This  place  is  called,  and  deemed  impregnable,  ftanding  on  the 
fummit  of  a mountain,  which  is  furrounded  with  tw'o  other  inclo- 
fures,  of  which  that  on  the  plain  contains  a large  town  : notwith- 
flanding  the  neceffity  of  communication  to  admit  troops  and  provi- 
fions,  each  has  its  particular  governor ; but  the  two  lower  forts  are 
fo  overtowered  by  the  upper,  that  they  rarely  refill  the  will  of  the 
governor  there,  who,  until  the  late  confufions  of  the  empire,  w^as  al- 
ways efpecially  appointed  by  the  Great  Mogul. 

Shanavaze  Khan  had  fucceeded  Seid  Lafcar  in  the  office  of  Duafl," 
of  which  one  of  the  moll  beneficial  duties  is  to  take  polTefiion 
for  the  emperor  of  the  ellates  of  all  who  die,  holding,  or  having 
held,  any  office  in  the  government : he  therefore  proceeded  leveral 
days  before  the  army,  with  a large  detachment  and  fome  artillery, 
and  fummoned  all  the  forts  ; the  lowell,  after  a flight  refillance,  and 
much  parley,  furrendered  on  the  third  day ; the  governors  of  the 
two  others  being  leagued  together  held  out  a month ; but  having 
negledled  to  lay  in  a flock  of  provifions,  and  being  furrounded  by 
the  whole  of  Salabadjing’s  army,  they  at  length  yielded  to  money ; 
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1757.  Shanavaze  Khan  immediately  changed  the  garritbns,  and  placed 

his  own  dependants  in  the  command  of  all  the  forts,  with 
the  unwilling  compliance  of  Salabadjing,  and  the  approbation  of  the 
Emperor’s  Duan,  Mahomed  Hulfein,  whom  Shanavaze  Khan  had 
lately  gained  over  to  his  views.  He  found  in  the  fort  a great  trealure 
belonging  to  Seid  Lafcar  Khan,  of  which  700,000  rupees  were  pub- 
licly avowed,  and  more  fufpedled.  In  the  end  of  September  a body 
of  6000  Morattoes  from  Poni,  under  the  command  of  Vizvazrow,  the 
eldeft  foil  of  Balagerow,  arrived  near  Aurengabad,  vdth  pretenfions 
of  which  we  are  ignorant:  their  march  had  been  expected,  and  gave 
Shanavaze  Khan  a pretence  to  call  up  Nizamally.from  Berar  with 
the  troops  of  his  government,  who  arrived  at  the  fame  time  as  Viz- 
vazrow; the  Morattoe  chiefs  dependant  on  the  Subahlhip,  and  feveral 
others,  had  been  likewife  fummoned,  and  were  come  up,  fo  that  the 
whole  force  under  the  ftandard  of  the  Subah  was  near  40,000  horfe, 
befides  the  foot.  The  Morattoes,  notwithftanding;  their  inferioritv, 
proceeded  to  hoftilities,  but  confined  them  to  Ikirmifhes,  in  which 
they  were  always  repulfcd  by  the  artillery  of  the  French  detach- 
ment; neverthelefs  Nizamally  alTumed  the  merit  of  thefe  fucceffes, 
and  working  at  the  fame  time  by  his  emilfaries  amongfl;  Salabadjing’s 
troops,  inftigated  them  to  clamour,  and  infult  him  in  his  palace  for 
the  arrears  of  their  pay,  of  which  22  months  were  due.  During 
this  tumult  Shanavaze  Khan,  as  if  afraid  of  the  refentment  of  Sala- 
badjing, took  refuge  in  the  fort  of  Doltabad. 

Salabadjing  was  terrified,  without  money,  and,  by  the  means  of 
Shanavaze  Khan,  without  credit  ; and  Nizamally  taking  the  advan- 
tage he  had  prepared,  proffered  to  interfere  and  appeafe  the  troops, 
provided  he  was  intruded,  whilft  neceffary,  with  the  adminiflration 
of  the  government,  and  the  dlfjiofal  of  the  great  feal  of  the  Subahfliip. 
This  inftrument  ratifies  all  treaties,  confirms  all  governments,  au- 
thenticates all  grants  and  boons  of  confequence,  and  warrants  all 
aflignments  of  the  revenue:  it  therefore  always  remains  at  lead:  in 
the  dwelling  of  the  prince,  and  generally  under  his  own  eye,  except- 
ing at  Delhi,  where  it  is  ufually  confided  to  the  Vizier.  Salabadjing, 
being  without  refburce,  confented:  and  Nizamally  immediately  be- 
came 
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came  iiivefted  with  fovereign  power,  but  left  the  appearances  to  Sa- 
labadjing,  whom  he  afFe6ted  to  conlult  ; and  abrogated  none  of  his 
indulgencies,  which  this  prince  was  naturally  inclined  to  prefer  to 
the  cares  of  his  ftate.  Nizamally  immediately  gave  additional  ho- 
nours and  jaghires  to  his  brother  BafTaulet  Jung,  and  with  a fubtle 
afFedlation  of  indifference  concerning  the  feal,  committed  it  to  his 
care.  Both  the  next  day  introduced  Slianavaze  Khan  to  Salabadjing, 
who  received  him  with  the  exterior  ceremonials  of  good-will  and 
favour.  The  officer  who  commanded  the  French  detachment  had 
neither  experience  nor  force  fufficient  to  countera61  the  progrefs  of 
this  plot ; but  redoubled  his  attention  in  guarding  the  perfon  of  Sala- 
badjing, which  perhaps  faved  his  life.  It  was  the  general  opinion 
that  the  expedition  of  the  Morratoes  with  Vizvazrow  had  been  con- 
certed by  Shanavaze  Khan,  as  the  leading  means  of  accomplifhing 
this  revolution. 

It  happened  in  the  middle  of  December  ; Mr.  Buffy  received  intel- 
ligence of  it  at  Rajahmundrum  in  the  beginning  of  Jariuary,  and  im- 
mediately began  his  march,  with  all  his  force,  to  releafe  Salabadjing 
from  thefe  bonds.  We  fhall  now  return  to  the  affairs  of  Bengal. 

THE  firft  news  of  the  French  fquadron  was  brought  to  Calcutta 
on  the  I yth  of  September,  by  the  Revenge,  which  had  efcaped  from 
them  on  the  8th,  in  the  road  of  Fort  St.  David.'  j Other  advices 
followed,  with  information  of  the  troops  they  had  brought,  and  of 
the  expedations  at  Pondicherry  of  a much  greater  force  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  enfuing  year ; in  confequence  of  which  the  prefidency 
of  Madrafs  repeated  \yith  much  folicitude  the  rcquefl:  they  had  often 
made,  that  the  troops  with  Clive  might  be  immediately  returned  to 
the  coaft  : but  they  could  not  now  be  fent  away,  without  rifquing 
the  accompliffiment  of  the  treaties  with  Meer  Jaffier,  if  he  ffiould 
require  their  fervice  in  the  field  ; and  the  lofsiof  Calcutta  itfelf,  if 
a French  force  ffiould  arrive  in  the  river,  whilfl  they  were  employed 
in  a diflant  part  of  the  Nabob’s  dominions.  This.apprehenfion  ren- 
dered the  French  prifoners,  and  even  their  vagabonds  in  the  province, 
an  objefl  of  folicitude.  The  prifoners  amounted  to  2co,hof  whom 
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50  being  men  of  better  condition,  were  not  confined.  The  party 
which  ferved  with  Sinfray  at  the  battle  of  Plafiy,  had  efcaped  into 
the  difl:ri6ts  of  Berbohin,  where  the  timidity  of  the  natives  fufFered 
them  to  remain  without  moleflation  ; and  other  ftragglers  from  va- 
rious parts  had  increafed  the  number  to  fixty  Europeans.  Thirty 
had  gone  away  in  boats  from  the  French  fadfory  at  Dacca,  under  the 
condudl:  of  the  chief,  Mr.  Courtin,  and  proceeding  along  the  rivers, 
had  entrenched  themfelves  near  the  mountains  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  diflri^f  ©f  Rungpore,  which  adjoins  on  the  weft  to  Purneah. 
It  was  ftifpedled  that  fome  of  the  prifoners,  who  were  at  large,  were 
correfponding,  not  only  with  both  thefe  parties,  but  all'o  with  Mr. 
Law’s  in  Oude,  and  with  the  army  of  Mr.  Bufly  in  Chicacole.  It 
was  therefore  refolved  to  fend  away  all  the  higher  fort  to  Pondi- 
cherry ; and  in  the  beginning  of  Odlober,  thirty-four,  of  whom  two 
were  Jefuits,  were  embarked  in  a fliip  hired  for  the  purpofe,  and  call- 
ed the  Reftitution.  From-reliance  on  their  parole  the  fliip  w-as  man- 
ned, as  ufual,  by  lafcars,  or  mariners  of  the  country with  only  three 
Englifhmeii  to  command  them.  As  foon  as  they  were  at  fea,  the 
Frenchmen,  as  they  eafily  might,  overpowered  the  crew,  and  carried 
the  fhip  to  Mafulipatam,  where  they  declared  themfelves  free,  and 
the  fliip.  a lawful  prize. 

Before  Colonel  Clive  left  Muxadavad,  the  Nabob  had  fummoned 
Ramramfing,  the  Rajah  of  Midiiapore,  who  was  head  of  the  fpies, 
to.  come  there,  in  order  to  fettle  the  accounts  of  his  diftridls,  on 
which,  as  ufual,  a conflderable  balance  flood  due  from  him  in  the 
books  of  the  Treafury«  Ramramfing  had  always  been  in  clofe  con- 
nexion with  Roydoolub,  who,  to  remove  fulpicions,  advifed  him, 
at  leaft  openly,  to  obey  ; but  Ramramfing  fent,  his  brother  and 
nephew,  whom  the  Nabob  immediately  put  into  prifon  ; and  pre- 
vented the  difapprobation  of  Clive,  by  reprefenting,  what  was  true, 
that  Ramramfing  had  been  the  enemy  of  the  Englifli,  having  car- 
ried on  for  Surajah  Dowlah  the  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Bufly  and 
Mr.  Law  ; and  that  he  had  forwarded  whatfoever  Frenchmen  had 
cfcaped  to  the  fouth,  through  Orixa  to  Chicacole.  Roydoolub  had 
no  doubt  that  this  proceeding  of  the  Nabob’s  was  a preparation  for 
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his  defigns  againft  himfelf,  but  concealed  his  perfuafion,  and  wifely 
refrained  from  claiming  the  Englilh  guarantee  until  the  danger 
fhould  come  nearer.  Thefe  coincidences  prevented  Clive  from  en* 
tertaining  any  fufpicions  of  the  real  motives  of  Jaffier’s  conduft  to- 
wards Ramramhiig,  before  he  returned  to  Calcutta  ; but  Ramram- 
hng,  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  confinement  of  his  brother  and 
nephew,,  afifembled  his  force,  which  confifted  of  2000  horfe  and  5000 
foot,  and  wrote  to  Colonel  Clive,  that  if  he  were  attacked  he  fhould 
feek  refuge  wherever  it  was  to  be  found  ; which  his  country  well 
afforded  by  the  jungles  or  thickets  with  which  it  is  covered,  and  the 
mountains  to  which  it  acijoins.  He  however  proffered  to  pay  a lack 
of  rupees  as  a prefent  to  Meer  Jaffier,,  and  even  to  make  his  obeifance 
to  him  in  perfon  if  Clive  would  warrant  his  fafety.  Clive  immedi- 
ately recommended  the  reconciliation  to  the  Nabob,  who  at  the  fame 
time  received  intelligence,  that  the  people  of  Purneah,  under  the 
command  of  Ogul  Sing  the  Gentoo,  whom  Surajah  Dowlah  had 
appointed  to  govern  this  province  after  the  defeat  and  death  of  his 
coufin  Seid  Hamed,  had  taken  up  arms,  and  proclaimed  a brother  cf 
Seid  Mahomed,  on  hearing  that  the  Nabob  had  given  the  government 
to  his  relation  Coddum  Huffein,  whom  they  dreaded  for  his^  charac- 
ter of  raj:)aciGufnefs  and  tyranny.. 

Both  thefe  infurreflions  arifing  under  the  Randard  of  Gentoos, 
drove  the  Nabob  from  all  the  dilfimulation  with  which  he  had 
intended  to  conceal  his  puqwfes,  until  he  had  cut  off  Roydoolub,  and 
the  other  principal  heads  of  the  nation  ; and  in  his  vexation  he  openly, 
perhaps  not  unjuflly,  imputed  both  rebellions  to  the  praffices  of  Roy- 
doolub. He  immediately  commanded  6000  horfe  and  foot  to  march 
with  Coddum  Huflein  to  Purneah,  and  500  horfe  withCojee  Hoddee 
to  Midnapore : both  divifions  were  to  fet  out  on  the  6th  of  O6fober> 
and  Cojee  Haddee  proceeded  ; but  the  troops  appointed  to  Coddum 
Huffein,  abetted  by  their  officers,  refufed  to  move  until  they  had 
received  their  arrears,  and  clamoured  other  difeontents.  The  city 
was  in  agitation.  Roydoolub  affembled  his  force,  and  would  no 
longer  vifit  the  Nabob  ; who  a few  days  after  received  intelligence 
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1757.  from  Colonel  Clive,  to  whom  it  had  been  fent  by  an  exprefs-boaf 
from  the  Englilh  refident  at  Chuprah,  fignifying  that  “ his  f|:)ies  had 
“ met  meffengers  on  the  road,  who  faid,  that  they  had  delivered  let- 
“ ters  from  the  widow  of  Allaverdy  to  Ramnarain,  the  governor  of 
“ Behar,  and  were  carrying  others  to  Sujah  Dowlah  the  Nabob  of 
“ Oude,  requefting  him  to  march,  and  join  Ramnarain  againft  Meer 
“ Jaffier.”  This,  if  true,  was  the  mold  powerful  confederacy  which 
Jalfier  could  have  to  fear,  and  bore  ftrong  marks  of  originating  from 
Roydoolub,  from  his  attachment  and  reipe61:  to  Allaverdy’s  widow, 
which  he  openly  continued,  notwithRanding  the  elevation  of  Jaffier. 
Clive  forefeeing  the  animofity  which  the  intelligence  would  occafion, 
fuppreffed  his  own  fufpicions  ; but  ordered  the  troops  at  Coffimbu- 
zar  to  join  the  Nabob  on  the  firft  call ; and  promifed  to  march  him- 
felf,  if  necelTary,'^  with  the  main  body  from  Calcutta  and  Chanderna- 
gore.  Thefe  proffers  abated  the  tumult  of  the  Nabob’s  troops  ; and 
the  mediation  of  Mr.  Watts  produced  an  interview  between  the  Na- 
bob and  Roydoolub,  on  the  i yth  of  Odlober,  when  each  fwore  obli- 
vion of  former  diflrufts,  and  future  friendffiip  ; and  upon  this  appa- 
rent reconciliation,  the  Nabob  ordered  his  whole  army  to  affemble 
on  the  plains  of  Geriah,  fix  miles  from  the  city.  . ( 

A few  days  after,  a freffi  infurre6Iion  appeared  in  another  part  of 
the  province.  The  'two  fons'  of  the  Nabob  Suffraze  Khan,  whom 
Allaverdy  had  fpared  when  their  father  fell,  defending  his  diadem, 
remained  on  the  acceffion  of  Jaffier  in  the  city  of  Dacca,  where  they 
had  lived  1 6 years,  without  ffiewing  either  abilities  or  inclination  to 
raife  difturbanccs.  Neverthelefs  they  immediately  became  objefls  of 
fufpicion  to  Jaffier,  who  in  the  firfi:  days  of  his  government  brought 
back  the  elder,  Haffizally  Chan,  to  Muxadavad  : there  feemed  little 
occafion  to  fear  him,  for  his  letter  to  Clive  on  this  occafion  was  writ- 
ten with  the  humility  of  a beggar:  but  the  other,  Ammannee  Chan, 
either  frorn  nature  or  defpair,  exerted  more  refblution.  The  governor, 
fent  to  Dacca  by  Meer  Jaffier  came  very  poor  ; and  fo  much  money 
of  the  revenues  had  been  drawn  to  Muxadavad,  that  the  force  he  kept 
up  even  in  the  fort  did  not  exceed  200  men,  who  were  ill  paid,  and 
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the  troops  of  the  diflricfls  were,  as  ufual,  a rabble  fit  only  to  diflrain 
upon  the  unarmed  and  timorous  inhabitants  ; this  weaknefs  of  the 
government,  and  the  attachment  of  a few  friends,  encouraged  Am- 
mannee  Chan  to  tamper  with  a part  of  the  garrifon  in  the  fort,  and 
they  agreed  to  feize  the  governor,  when  Ammannee  Chan  was  to  de- 
clare himfelf : the  day  fixed  for  the  execution  was  the  22d  of  Oc- 
tober ; but  two  days  before,  one  of  the  confpirators  revealed  the 
fecret  to  the  governor,  who  immediately  feized  Ammannee  Chart 
with  feveral  of  his  adherents ; and  afked  afliftance  of  the  Englifh 
fadory,  who  fent  6o  Buxeries,  which  was  half  their  force,  and 
wrote  to  Calcutta  for  a company  of  Sepoys,  which  were  immediately 
detached,  and  marched  acrofs  the  country.  This  confpiracy  could 
not  be  imputed  to  Roydoolub,  but  it  increafed  the  perplexities  of 
Jaffier. 

Of  the  troops  which  w^ere  ordered  to  march  W'ith  Coddum  Huf- 
fein,  only  3000  had  moved,  who  were  waiting  at  Rajahmahal  for 
the  reft,  and  their  arrears.  Three  months  pay  were  due  to  the  whole 
army,  of  which  not  lefs  than  10,000  men,  horfe  and  foot,  were  under 
the  immediate, command  of  Roydoolub,  who  had  influence  with  the 
commanders  of  many  more ; and  notwithftanding  the  late  oaths  of 
reconciliation,  kept  his  houfe  under  pretence  of  ficknefs,  nor  would 
fuffer  any  of  his  troops  to  march  from  the  city.  Thefe  examples, 
and  perhaps  his  infligation,  encouraged  the  Nabob’s  troops  to  refiife 
Jikewife,  unlefs  they  were  paid  in  full.  The  Nabob  diflributed  fome 
money,  and,  as  another  means  to  recall  their  obedience,  pitched  his 
tent  and  difplayed  his  flandard  in  the  camp,  and  went  to  refide  there 
on  the  7th  of  November,  waiting  for  the  main  body  with  Clive.  He 
left  his  foil  Meerum  to  command  in  the  city. 

Meerum,  as  foon  as  his  father  w^as  gone,  IJ^read  the  report  of 
advices  he  pretended  to  have  received  from  Patna  and  Delhi.  The 
Nabob’s  relations  at  Patna  gave  information,  that  Ramnarain  the  go- 
vernor had  encamped  to  the  weft  of  the  city  with  his  whole  force, 

1 2000  men  ; that  Sujah  Doulah,  the  fubah  of  Oude,  had  likewnfe 
taken  the  field  with  his  army  from  Lucknow,  together  with  Mr. 
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Law’s  party  of  Europeans,  and  intended,  in  conjunflion  with  Ram- 
naraln,  to  march  into  Bengal.  The  letters  from  Delhi  faid,  the  mi- 
niftry  there  difapproved  of  the  acceflion  of  Jaffier  to  the  Nabobfhip  ; 
that  Mirza  Mundee,  the  fon  of  Surajah  Dowlah’s  younger  brother, 
an  infant,  ought  to  have  been  proclaimed,  and  that  Roydoolub  had 
propofed  he  fhould  be  appointed  by  the  Mogul,  with  affurances  that 
he  fhould  be  able  to  carry  the  nomination  into  execution  with  the 
affiftance  of  the  Englilh.  Many  probabilities  Rood  againR  the  au- 
thenticity of  the  intelligence  from  Patna,  and  the  advices  from  Delhi 
bore  Rill  Rronger  marks  of  fiftion.  On  the  loth  in  the  morning  the 
whole  city  was  in  conRernation,  and  the  troops  in  their  different 
quarters  in  tumult.  A band  of  ruffians  lent  by  Meerum,  had  in  the 
night  entered  the  palace  of  Allaverdy’s  widow,  with  whom  lived 
the  widow  of  Zaindee  Hamed,  and  her  infant  grandfon  Mirza  Mun- 
dee. They  murdered  the  child,  and  gave  out  that  they  had  likewife 
Rain  the  two  mothers.  In  the  morning  the  three  biers  were  carried 
publicly  to  burial,  amidR  the  blent  grief  and  abhorrence  of  the 
people ; for  the  two  women,  excluRve  of  the  high  condition  from 
which  they  had  fallen  by  the  death  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  were  the 
moR  refpecRable  of  their  fex  for  their  virtues  and  the  nobility  of  their 
fentiments.  The  caufe  was  difbelieved.  Roydoolub  afferted  that  all 
the  accufations  againR  himfelf  were  the  inventions  of  his  enemies. 
The  Engliffi  troops  at  Coflimbuzar  turned  out  to  keep  the  peace  and 
preferved  it.  On  the  13th  Scrafton  vifited  and  reproached  Mee- 
rum, who,  amongR  other  vindications.  Rill  preferving  a fecret,  faid, 
“ What,  Riall  not  I kill  an  old  woman  who  goes  about  in  her  dooley 
to  Rir  up  the  Jemautdars  againR  my  father  ?”  A few  days  after  it 
was  difcovered  that  the  two  women  had  not  been  murdered,  but  had 
been  taken  out  of  the  palace,  and  put  into  boats,  which  fet  off  imme- 
diately for  Dacca;  and  their  pretended  biers  were  exhibited,  in  order 
to  prevent  any  interruption  to  the  removal  of  their  perfons. 

Neverthelels,  the  death  of  the  child  left  deteRation  fufficient  to 
extort  farther  apologies.  The  Nabob  declared,  that  he  neither  com- 
manded nor  even  had  any  knowledge  of  the  deed,  until  it  was  per- 
petrated 
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’petrated,  and  both  he  and  his  fon  avowed  that  the  intelligence  from 
Delhi  was  communicated  by  the  Seats.  The  Seats  pofitively  denied 
the  alTertion;  on  which  anew  reconciliation  was  propofed  with  Roy- 
doolub,  who,  accompanied  by  Scrafton,  vifited  Meerum  on  the  i 7th, 
and  oaths  of  frienddiip  and  confidence  were  again  renewed  ; and 
Roydoolub  fent  the  greatefi:  part  of  his  troops  to  the  camp.  The 
Nabob,  receiving  no  reproaches  from  Scrafton,  thought  all  refent- 
ments  fufficiently  quieted,  at  leaf!  for  a while,  and  marched  away 
from  the  plains  of  Gheria  on  the  1 7th,  in  order  to  oblige  the  de- 
tachment loitering  at  Rajahmahal  to  crofs  the  Ganges,  and  attack 
the  rebels  in  Purneah.  - ' 

The  rainy  feafon  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  country  had  this  year 
been  lefs  unhealthy  than  ufual,  and  only  40  men  had  died  of  the  Eng- 
lilh  troops  quartered  at  Chandernagore  and  Calcutta ; but  the  intern-  • 
perance  produced  by  the  diftribution  of  the  prize-money  of  PlalTv, 
had  fpread  fuch  ficknefs,  after  the  rains  ceafed  in  September,  that 
two  thirds  of  the  rank  and  file  were  in  the  hol|)ital  at  the  end  of 
Oflober.  Their  recovery  retarded  the  departure  of  the  whole  until 
the  1 7th  of  November,  when  they  embarked  and  proceeded  from 
Chandernagore. 

In  this  interval  Colonel  Clive  had  prevailed  upon  Ramranfing  to 
come  to-  him  from  Midnapore.  To  avoid  the  Nabob’s  troops  with 
Cojah  Haddee,  who,  at  Clive’s  requell:,  were  halting  at  Burdawan, 
he  embarked  at  Pipley  with  a party  of  European  foldiers,  which  had 
been  fent  thither  to  efcort  him  to  Chandernagore,  from  whence  he 
proceeded  with  the  army  to  Muxadavad.  The  Rajah  of  Berboin, 
on  hearing  that  the  Englilh  troops  were  preparing  to  take  the  field, 
lent  parties  to  furround  and  feize  the  Frenchmen  with  Sinfray  ; but 
they  got  warning  of  his  intentions,  and  offixty,  thirty-fix  efcaped. 
The  other  twenty- four  were  made  prifoners,  and  conduced  to  Cof- 
fimbuzar,  and  from  thence  fent  to  Calcutta.  Four  of  them  Were 
agents  of  the  French  company,  who  had  been  taken  and  had  given 
their  parole  at  Chandernaoore. 
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1757,  The  troops  with  Clive  arrived  at  Muxadavad  on  the  25th  of  No« 
NovSer.  briber.  Meerum,  dreading  his  refentment  for  the  murder  of  the 
infant  Mirza  Mundee,  had  releafed  the  brother  and  nephew  of  Ram- 
ramfing  from  their  imprifonment  before  his  arrival,  and  received 
Ramranfing  himfelf,  whom  Clive  introduced  to  him,  with  much 
courtefy;  to  Clive  he  demeaned  himfelf  with  every  fimulation  of  hu- 
mility. Roydoolub,  when  prefled  by  Clive  to  march  with  him,  con- 
tinued his  pretext  of  ficknefs,  adding  the  better  plea  of  the  public 
bufinefs,  which  required  his  prefence  for  fome  days  longer  in  the  citv; 
but  his  apprehenfions  of  the  Nabob  and  Meerum  were  at  this  time 
encreafed  by  new  fufpicions,  which  they  pretended  to  entertain  of  him, 
Mirza  Sallee,  the  renter  of  the  province  of  Orixa  to  the  Morratoe 
' Janogee,  having  been  deficient  in  his  payments  and  accounts,  came 
to  Muxadavad  a little  before  the  death  of  Surajah  Dowlah,  to  whom 
he  propofed  fome  proje6t  for  reftoring  that  province  to,  the  govern- 
ment of  Bengal.  A Morratoe  named  Subut  then  obtained  the  cro- 
vernment  from  Janogee,  and  he  likewife  had  lately  been  at  Muxa- 
davad, where  he  contrafted  a connexion,  fuppofed  to  be  more  inti- 
mate than  it  was,  with  Roydoolub  : he^was  at  this  time  at  Jonagee’s 
court,  but  fent  forward  his  agent,  named  Chemnefaw,  to  manage, 
until  he  himfelf  fhould  come.  Chemnefaw  arrived  at  Cutteck  in 
the  besinnino;  of  November,  and  received  the  vifit  of  the  Englifh 
refident  there  with  much  infolence,  and  his  attendants  talked  pub- 
licly that  a body  of  fix  thoufand  Morratoes  were  coming  with 
Subut  himfelf,  who  intended  to  march  into  Midnapore,  and 
demand  of  Meer  Jaffier  the  ceflion  of  all  that  country  to  the  fouth 
of  the  river  Piply,  which  anciently  ufed  to  be  rated  as  a part  of 
Orixa.  Thefe  difcourfes  induced  the  Englifh  refident,  and  gave 
pretence  to  the  friends  of  Meer  Sallee,  to  reprefent  Subut  and  Roy- 
doolub as  engaged  with  one  another,  Roydoolub  to  give  the  Morratoe 
the  country  he  wanted,  and  the  Morratoe  to  affifl  Roydoolub  m time 
of  need  againft  Meer  Jaffier.  Meerum  pretended  to  believe  the  plot ; 
but  Clive  gave  no  credit  to  the  imputation,  and  feeing  that  Roydoo- 
lub’s  miftruft  of  the  Nabob  was  the  principal  caufe  of  his  unwilling- 
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nefs  to  be  near  him,  acquiefced  to  the  delay  he  required,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  efFe6I  an  entire  reconciliation-between  them. 

On  the  30th  Clive  marched  fi'om  the  city,  taking  all  the  Euro- 
peans at  Coffimbuzar.  They  were  250^  and  not  10  of  them  ill, 
having  been  preferved  by  the  excellence  of  the  climate  here  from  the 
effe6ls  even  of  equal  intemperance  with  thole  below,  of  whom  more 
than  100  of  thofe  which  came  with  Clive  were  unable  to  proceed 
any  farther,  and  were  left  to  garrifon  the  fadlory.  The  Sepoys, 
in  whatfoever  quarters,  had  been  preferved  by  the  ufual  regula- 
rity ' of  their  lives  from  all  extraordinary  illnefs.  The  whole 
force  was  550  Europeans,  including  the  artillery-men,  and  1500 
Sepoys.  > On  the  3d  of  December  they  arrived  at  Rajahmahal,  and 
encamped  within  half  a league  of  the  Nabob’s  army.  He  vifited 
Colonel  Clive  the  next  day,  when  the  whole  line  was  drawn  out  to 
receive  him,  and  performed  their  exercife  and  fome  evolutions^ 
which  he  admired,  and  ordered  10,000  rupees  to  be  diflributed 
amonodf  the  foldiers. 

O 

Coddum  Huflein,  with  2000  horfe  and  5000  foot,  had  fome  days 
before  crofled  the  Ganges  oppofite  to  Rajahmahal,  where  a river 
coming  from  the  north  leads  into  the  midfl  of  the  Purneah  country.. 
The  rebels,  more  difpirited  by  the  approach  of  the  Englilh  troops, 
than  the  appearance  of  the  Nabob’s,  quitted  their  intrench ments, 
which  were  ftrong,  and  difperfed  before  they  were  attacked.  Soon, 
after  Ogulfing  was  taken  prifoner,  on  which  all  the  other  officers 
either  fubmitted  or  fled  the  country;  and  in  lefs  than  a fortnight,  by 
the  9th  o,f  December,  Coddum  HuflTein  was  in  quiet  polTeffion  of 
the  government. 

The  extinflion  of  this  rebellion,  the  fubmiffion  of  Ramramfinsr, 
and  no  appearance  of  the  renewal  of  difturbance  at  Dacca,  left  the 
Nabob  without  any  farther  apprehenflons  for  the  tranquillity  of  Ben- 
gal, and  determined  him  to  march  immediately  to  Patna,  fully  bent 
on  removing  Ramnarain,  who  was  ftill  handing  on  his  guard,  but 
had  been  difappointcd  in  his  expedlatlons,  if  he  ever  entertained  any, 
of  being  joined  by  Sujah  Dowlah,  whom  his  own  affairs  detained 
in  his  own  country.  Clive,  feeing  the  time  he  had  waited  for,  re- 

fufcd 


275 

November, 


December- 


276  The  War  of  Bengal.  Book  VIII. 

1,757.  fufed  to  accompany  the  Nabob  to  Patna,  before  all  that  remained  t@ 

fettled  of  his  agreements  with  the  Englifh  fliould  be  dif- 
charged  and  fulfilled.  In  aggravation  of  this  dilemma,  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  fatisfy  the  Englilh  claims  immediately,  without  -the  af- 
fiftance  of  Roydoolub,  through  whofe  office,  as  duan,  all  money, 
bills,  and  patents,  muft  pafs;  and  on  this  ground  Clive  reprefented 
to  the  Nabob  the  abfurdity  of  their  variance,  and  propofed  a feri- 
ous  reconciliation,  of  which  he  himfelf  would  be  the  guarantee. 
The  neceffity  of  marching  to  Patna  prevailed,  and  the  Nabob,  at 
lead;  in  appearance,  acquiefced ; and  on  the  notice,  Roydoolub  reco- 
vered, left  the  city,  and  arrived  in  the  camp  on  the  23d  of  the 
month.  He  was  the  next  day  introduced  by  Mr.  Watts  to  the  Na- 
bob, who  received  him  with  every  demonftration  of  cordiality.  On 
the  30th,  the  Nabob,  Roydoolub,  and  Omarbeg,  came  to  the  tent 
of  Clive,  and  Mr.  Watts,  affifted  at  the  conference.  Before  other 
bufinefs,  the  Nabob  and  Roydoolub  made  a folemn  renunciation  of 
all  their  former  fufpicions  and  animofity.  On  the  Rate  of  the  ac- 
count of  the  treaty  monies,  there  was  now  due  near  twenty- 
three  lacks  of  rupees.  Orders  on  the  treaiury  at  Muxadavad  were 
figiied  for  the  immediate  payment  of  twelve  and  a half  lacks, 
and  refcripts  given  on  Omarbeg,  as  Phoufdar  of  Plughly,  and 
on  the  Rajahs  of  Burdwan  and  Kifnagur,  for  the  remaining  half 
of  the  23  lacks.  Thefe  refcripts  are  called  tuncaws,  and  entitle  the 
holder  to  receive  to  the  amount  from  the  treafuries  of  the  diRrifts 
on  which  they  are  given,  as  the  re^'enues  come  in.  Tuncaws  were 
likewife  given  on  the  fame  diRrifts  for  the  next  payment,  amount- 
ing to  1 9 lacks,  which  would  fall  due  in  the  enfuing  April.  The 
Nabob  ordered  Roydoolub  to  iffiie  under  the  feals  of  the  Nabobffiip 
and  Duanny  the  patents  empowering  the  company  to  take  poffeffion 
of  the  ceded  lands  fouth  of  Calcutta,  with  the  authority  of  Zemin- 
darrv  ; which,  being  feudal  lordRiip  of  land,  does  not  extend  to 
life  ; but  to  imprifonment  on  any  occafion,  and  to  the  fcourge,  even 
for  the  evafion  of  debt,  efpecially  to  the  government : but  the  Na- 
bob referved  to  himfelf  the  annual  fum  of  222,958  rupees  arifing  on 
thel'e  lands,  and  allowed  by  the  Mogul  government,  as  on  many 
3 others 
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ethers  in  the  province,  as.  a jaghire,  or  penfion  for  his  expences  with- 
out account.  All  thele  points  were  adjufted  without  dil}3ute,'or  even 
the  appearance  of  dinenfion  ; but  it  was  flill  more  neceflary  to  fettle 
the  objecl  of  the  preient  expedition.  The  Nabob’s  intention  to 
remove  Ilamnarain,  in  order  to  give  the  government  of  Patna  to  one 
or  other  of  his  more  immediate  dependants,  would  inevitably  be  pro- 
ductive of  long  diflurbance  and  confufion  ; for  it  could  not  be  doubted 
that  Ramnarain,  knowing  the  Nabob’s  enmity  to  him,,  would,  on  the 
approach  of  the  army,  offer  any  terms  to  Sujah  Dowlah  for  his  adih- 
ance,  unlefs  prevented  by  alTurances  he  could  rely  on,  that  it  was  not 
intended  to  difplace  him.  Obnoxious  as  Clive  knew  the  propofal 
would  be,  he  made  it  ; adding  to  the  obvious  arguments,  the  necef- 
iity  to  which  the  Englilh  troops  might  at  any'  time  during  the  cam- 
paign be  reduced,  by  the  arrival  of  a French  force  in  the  river,  to 
return  on  fudden  warning  to  defend  Calcutta  when  the  Nabob  and 
his  army  might  be  left  fighting  with  their  own  enemies  in  Behar. 
Fie  then,  as  before  in  the  cafe  of  Ramramfing  and  Roydoolub,  offered 
his  mediation  if  lieceffary,  promifing  to  prefeiwe  every  right  of  the 
Nabob’s  demands  andf  authority.  The  Nabob  again  having  no  valid 
alternative  to  propofe,  confented  that  Clive  fhould  write  a letter  to. 
Ramnarain,  advifing  him  to  come  and  pay  his  refpe6fs  to  the  Nabob 
on  the  road;  and  affuring  him  of  fafety  and  favour.  All  thefe  ma- 
terial points  being  fettled,  it  was  refolved  to  march  forward  without 
delay.  Thus  ended  the  conference  with  feeming  amity,  but  real 
grudge  in  the  Nabob  to  Roydoolub  and  Clive,  and  not  without  fufpi- 
cions  in  them  of  him. 

On  the  2d  of  January,  three  days  after  the  conference,  the  army 
began  to  move  from  Rajahmahal.  At  the  Nabob’s  requefl  the  Eng- 
lifh  led  the  van.  Roydoolub,  with  his,  amounting  to  loooo  men, 
and  the  artillery  of  the  government,  followed  next ; and  the  Nabob 
with  the  main  body,  amounting  to  40000,  brought  up  the  rear  : each 
had  their  fleet  of  boats ; and  for  the  convenience  of  provilions  and 
encampment,  as  well  as  to  prevent  the  occafions  of  quarrel  amongfk 
the  refpe61ive  fbldieries,  it  was  agreed  that  the  three  divifions  fhould 
always  make  their  halts  at  the  diflance  of  one  day’s  march  from. 

each 
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each  other.  They  followed  the  fame  road  as  Major  Coote  had 
marched.  The  progrefs  of  the  troops  of  the  government  was  coii- 
tinnally  interrupted  by  halts  to  bring  on  their  baggage  and  repair 
their  artillery  ; and  the  Englilh  were  obliged  to  wait,  as  the  Nabob 
did  not  like  they  fliould  be  far  before  him.  On  the  29th  he  received 
letters  from  Delhi,  advifing  that  the  patents  of  his  confirmation  in 
the  Nabobfhip  had  been  made  out,  and  titles  granted  to  his  fon  and 
feveral  others  of  his  family  ; and  the  Seats  informed  Colonel  Clive, 
that  he  likewife  w'as  created  a munfubdar  or  commander  of  6000 
horfe,  with  feveral  names.  All  the  advices  hitherto  received  from 
Patna,  reported  Ramnarain  to  be  taking  meafures  for  his  defence, 
and  that  he  had  broken  down  the  bridges  oii  the  road  within  30  miles 
of  Patna;  but  he  (had  not  then  received  the  letter  from  Clive:  as 
foonas  It  reached  him,  he  wrote  an  anfwer,  without  any  ftipulation, 
or  fign  of  miftruft,  that  he  fliould  proceed  without  delay  to  wait  on 
Clive  and  the  Nabob.  Accordingly  on  the  2 2d  he  embarked  in  his 
boats,  whilft  his  retinue  oh  cavalry  marched  along  the  road,  and  on 
the  25th  vifited  Clive.  The  next  day  he  proceeded,  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Watts,  to  the  Nabob,  who  received  him  with  the  attentions 
ufually  teftified  to  his  rank  in  the  ftate,  and  requefbed  him  to  follow 
in  the  rear,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  communications  on  bufinefs  ; 
but  in  reality  to  mark  his  inferiority  to  the  province.  This  inten- 
tion efcaped  not  the  obfervation  of  the  camp,  but  even  produced  re- 
ports that  the  Nabob  had  placed  him  there,  out  of  the  reach  of  fuccour, 
in  order  to  deflroy  him  ; and  Clive  himfelf,  not  receiving  either  let- 
ters or  intelligence  from  him  for  feveral  days,  had  the  lame  fufpi- 
cions,  and  wrote  for  explanation  to  Omarbeg  and  Roydoolub ; from 
whom,  as  well  as  Ramnarain,  he  received  letters  on  the  3d  of  Fe- 
bruary, which  fatisfied  him  of  the  fafety  of  Ramnarain’s  perfon,  but 
did  not  remove  his  apprehenfions  that  the  Nabob  meant  him  ill  in 
other  refpecls.  On  the  4th  the  Englilh  troops  halted  at  Jaffier 
Cawn’s  garden,  two  miles  from  the  Kelah  or  fort  which  hands  at 
the  eaft  end  of  the  city  of  Patna.  Early  the  next  morning,  a large 
body  of  the  Nabob’s  troops  were  perceived  marching  to  the  left,  and 
pafiing  beyond  the  Englifh  towards  the  city,  and  Clive  received  pri- 
vate 
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vate  information  that  Coja  Haddee,  who  commanded  them,  was 
ordered  by  the  Nabob  to  fufFer  no  troops,  excepting  his  own  divifion, 
to  enter  the  gates  until  the  Nabob  himfelf  fhould  arrive  there,  'rhis 
arrangement  was  intended  to  give  a notion  to  the  capital  of  the  pro- 
vince, that  the  Englifh  troops  were  as  fubfervient  to  the  Nabob  as  his 
own.  Clive  waited  until  Coja  Haddee’s  divifion  were  in  pofiTefllon  of  the 
gate,  and  then  marched  up,  demandingadmittance.  Cojal  laddec  being 
attached  to  Roydoolub,  and  knowing  his  relpecl  and  reliance  on 
Clive,  mentioned  the  general  order  he  had  received  from  the  Na- 
bob; but  faid,  that  it  could  not  be  meant  to  extend  to  his  friends 
the  Englifh,  and  admitted  the  troops  with  more  pleafure  than  re- 
hi6tance.  Clive,  fatisfied  with  having  eflablifhed  the  point  of  ho- 
nour, did  not  flop,  but  continued  his  march  through  the  city  to  the 
Englifh  factory,  which  Rands  on  the  farther  fide,  very  near  the 
weftern  gate.  The  next  da\,  being  the  6th,  he  received  a letter 
from  the  Nabob,  with  inconfiftent  excufes  for  the  forced  mai  ch  of 
Cojee  lladdee’s  divifion,  and  requefting  Clive  to  encamp  at  Banka- 
poor,  which  is  five  miles  beyond  the  Englifh  fadtory,  nhere  the 
company  have  a large  garden.  Clive  had  before  determined  to  do 
fo  ; and  the  troops  proceeded  thither  immediately.  The  day  after, 
another  letter  defired  him  to  move  to  Dinapoor,  five  miles  farther, 
becaufe  the  Nabob  himfelf  intended  to  encamp  at  Bankapoor,  This 
defign  of  removing  the  Englifli  troops  to  luch  a diRance,  and  of 
keeping  the  whole  of  the  Nabob’s  army  between  them  and  the  city, 
raifed  fufpicions,  which  correlponded  with  other  intelligence.  Pro- 
mifes,  delays,  diRreRes,  relief,  were  to  be  alternately  employed,  and 
bribes  as  the  laR  refource,  to  draw  Clive  to  an  acquiefcence  to  the 
Nabob’s  defigns,  which  continued  invariably  to  deprive  Ramnarain  of 
the  government  of  Patna,  and  to  confer  it  on  his  own  brother  Meer 
Coffim,  when  the  other  ofliccs  and  departments  of  the  province 
would  be  thared  amongR  the  favourites  and  dependants  of  his  for- 
mer fortune.  Roydoolub,  who  had  always  fufpecled,  was  now^  con_ 
vinced  that  Rich  w'ere  the  Nabob’s  intentions,  and,  feeing  his  own 
deRruftion  blended  w'ith  Ramnarain’s,  united  their  councils,  what- 
foever  might  have  been  their  former  connexions^  tvithout  referve. 
VoL.  H.  cN  Both 
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i7_^8.  Both  by  their  emlffaries,  for  they  dared  not  write,  and  the  order 
encampment  prevented  vifits,  explained  their  ideas  of  the  Nabob 
to  Clive,  and  artfully  iiifinuated  dangerous  intentions  even  agaiiift 
the  Englifh.  Clive  knew  not  what  to  apprehend,  but  did  not  entirely 
rejed  the  opinion  of  treachery  ; and  to  prevent  it,  croffed  the  whole 
of  his  army  with  the  boats  and  ftores  into  a large  ifland  in  the 
Ganges,  which  lies  oppofite  to  Bankapoor,  where  they  were  fe- 
paratcd  from  immediate  communication  with  the  diore.  He  at  the 
lame  time  fent  Mr.  Watts  to  the  Nabob,  to  difcover  the  meaning 
of  his  laft  requeft,  and  to  complain  ferioufly  of  his  conducl  to 
Ramnarain,  whom  he  had  kept  in  the  camp  inflead  of  permitting 
him  to  return  with  proper  marks  of  dignity  to  the  city,  contrary  to 
his  promiles  at  RajahmahaL,  Mr.  Watts  perceived  no  fymptoms  of 
treachery  in  the  Nabob,  but  likewife  no  willingnefs  to  conclude  the 
bulinefs  of  Ramnarain,  which  he  faid.  he  fliould  defer  until  he  faw 
colonel  Clive.  On  the  12th,  the  Nabob  came  into  the  city;  and 
Ramnarain  likewife,  but  without  any  marks  of  authority..  The 
Nabob  kept  Ids  army  on  the  eaftern  fide,  inflead  of  encamping 
them,,  as  he  had  propofed  at  Bankapoor,  to  the  weft.  ' On  the  14th, 
Chve  vifited  him,  and  this  was  the  firft  time  they  had  met,  lince 
they  parted  at  RajahmahaL  The  Nabob  imputed  the  delay  of 
Ramiiarain’s  appointment  to  Roydoolub,  who  had  the  accounts  ajid 
arrangements  to  fettle.  It  is  probable  that  Roydoolub,  finding  Clive 
lefs  impreffed  with  refentment  againft  the  Nabob  than  he  wifhed, 
thought  this  delay  would  not  fail  to  exafperate  him  ; which  the  Na- 
bob now  turned  on  himi'elf,  and  had  well  nigh  made  a quarrel  be- 
tween them,  if  Clive  had  not  recolledled  the  neceffity  of  fulpefling 
the  views  of  all,  and  of  entering  into  none  beyond  what  was  con- 
ducive to  the  public  welfare. 

Much  more  time  would  probably  have  been  wafledin  the  conflidl 
of  thefe  intrigues,  if  news  had  not  arrived  from  the  weftward,  which 
renewed  the  former  apprehenfions  of  the  approach  of  Sujah  Dow- 
lah  from  Lucknow,  who  was  now  to  be  accompanied  by  a great 
body  of  Morattoe  horfe,  and  as  before  by  the  party  of  Europeans 
with  Mr.  Law,  who  were  remaining  under  his  protedlion  and  fup- 
I port 
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port  at  Allahabad  ; and  with  thefe  reports,  arrived  in  the  camp  the  1 758. 
Morratoe  Subut,  who,  inilead  of  proceeding  diredly  to  his  govern- 
ment  of  Orixa,  came  from  Nagore  with  a commiffion  from  Jonagee 
and  Balao’erow,  to  demand  the  arrears  of  chout  due  to  the  Morratoe 
■nations  from  the  province  of  Bengal,  which  amounted  to  24  lacks 
of  rupees.  The  vicinity  of  an  army  of  Morratoes  at  this  time 
in  the  Doab,  not  only  prote6i:ed  Subut  from  indignity,  but  obliged 
Mccr  Jaffier  to  fupprefs  any  manifeftation  of  his  former  fufpicions 
of  the  union  between  him  and  Roydoolub ; and  the  fame  dread  ren- 
dered the  Engliffi  as  neceffary  to  him  as  when  he  took  the  field  at 
Muxadavad  ; and  on  the  23d,  he  performed  the  ceremony  of  dif- 
pofing  of  the  government  of  Patna,  fitting  in  full  Durbar,  attended 
by  all  his  courtiers.  A fuit  of  drefs  with  jewels  on  a golden  plate  was 
laid  before  him,  which  he  ordered  to  be  carried  away  immediately  with 
•an  efcort  to  his  fon  JNieerum  at  Muxadavad,  whom  he  called  Nabob 
of  Patna.  Then  another  fuit  of  the  fame  prefents,  which  he  gave 
with  his  own  hand  to  Ramnarain,  pronouncing  him  deputy  to 
Meeriim  in  the  Nabobfliip.  The  appointment  of  Meerum  was 
merely  nominal,  not  derogating  from  the  authority  of  Ramnarain, 
which  continued  refponfible  to  the  Nabob  alone,  but  rendering  him 
liable  to  fome  additional  prefents ; and  the  bargain  for  Ramnarain’s 
appointment  had  been  fettled  at  feven  lacks  of  rupees,  which  were 
exafted  under  the  pretext  of  a balance  remaining  due  on  the  adjuft- 
ment  of  the  accounts  of  the  province.  Other  fumsj  unknown,  but 
fuppofed  not  inconfiderable,  were  likewife  colledled  by  the  Nabob ; 
for  the  chiefs  of  all  the  diRridls,  as  w'ell  Moors  as  Indians,  were 
fummoned,  as  ufual  in  fuch  vifitations,  to  pay  homage,  and  none 
came  empty-handed ; and  thofe  againfl;  whom  were  any  real  or  fic- 
titious caufes  of  complaint,  were  feverely  fined.  Of  thefe  Comgar 
Cawn  and  Sunderfing,  two  petty  rajahs  in  that  part  of  the  moun- 
tains which  lie  between  the  jirovince  of  Behar  and  the  diRrift  of 
Berboin  in  Bengal,  had  been  fighting  for  three  months,  and  only 
laid  down  their  arms  on  the  approach  of  the  Nabob.  Both  were 
fummoned  to  attend  the_  Durbar.  Comgar  Cawn,  who  was  moR  in 
fault,  evaded  ; and  Sunderfing  would  not  come  until  he  received 
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afTurances  from  Clive  of  being  treated  with  juftice.  Pulwanfing, 
another  of  thefe  Indian  chiefs  whofe  diftrifts  lye  at  the  s.  w.  extre- 
mity of  the  province  amongid  the  mountains  along  the  banks  of 
the  Cararanail'a,  was  a notorious  plunderer,  and  had  incurred  the 
refcntment  of  Ramnai'ain  : he  likewife  refufed  to  appear  until  he 
had  received  the  fame  fecurity.  Thefe  attentions  to  the  mediation 
of  Clive  grated  the  Nabob’s  mind,  which  returned  ta  its  formec 
antipathies,  on  intelligence  that  neither  the  Morratoes  nor  Sujah 
Dowlah  were  likely  to  profecute  their  intended  projedd  of  invading' 
Behar.  Clive,  neverthelefs,  did  not  relax  the  rein. 

All  the  falt-petre  provided  by  the  European  fettlements  in  Bengal 
is  made  in  the  country  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Ganges  above  Patna. 
The  farm  was  always  monopolized,  and  had  long  been  in  the  hands  of 
Cojah  Wazeed,  the  great  merchant  of  Hughley.  Difputes  had  often 
rifen  between  his  fervants  and  thofe  of  the  Englifh  faddory  at  Patna;, 
and  two  months  before  they  had  come  to  blows,  when  two  of  the 
faddory’s  fervants  were  killed.  This  accident  gave  Clive  the  plea  of 
aiking  the  Nabob  to  grant  the  farm  to  the  Englifir  company,  as  the 
only  means  of  preventing  fuch  dil|)utes  in  future,  lie  offered  the 
higheft  terms  at  which  the  farm  had  ever  been  rated ; but  the 
Nabob  knew,  that  he  could  not  exadd  on  any  pretence  from  the 
company  the  additional  prefents,  which  the  renter,  whihd  his  fubjedd, 
could  not  refufe.  This  motive  of  his  repugnance  w^as,  ho^vever, 
below  his  dignity  to  acknowdedge,  and  after  many  ohjeddions  he 
cnnfented,  referving  the  receipt  of  20,000  maunds,  or  1,600,000. 
pounds  weight  a year,  for  his  own  ufe.  The  agents  of  the  Dutch 
Eaif-India  company  protefded  againfd  the  grant ; which  Clive  an- 
fw’ered  by  producing  a letter,  in  which  they  had  afked  the  farm  of 
Surajah  Dowlah  for  themfelves.  However  it  was  agreed  to  fupply 
them  with  the  quantity  they  ufed  to  purchafe. 

The  obtainment  of  this  favour  did  not  induce  Clive  to  any  re- 
miflion  in  the  authentic  demands.  The  troops  were  in  the  fourth 
month  of  the  campaign,  and  only. the  pay  of  two,  amounting  to 
two  lacks,  had  been  fupplied.  Although  the  Rajahs  of  Burdwan 
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und  Kii'nagiir  had  accepted  the  tuncaws  given  on  their  diftrhSis,  they 
had  hitherto  paid  nothing  ; and  Omarbeg,  as  Phoufdar  of  Hughley, 
declared  that  he  had  no  means  of  fatisfying  any  part  of  the  6,500,000 
rupees  charged  on  him,  excepting  by  giving  a quantity  of  fait,  which 
when  fold  might  produce  two  lacks.  On  this,  Clive  wrote  to  Roy- 
doolub  that  he  Ihould  lend  his  troops  to  alk  their  money  of  him,  and 
lignified  to  the  Nabob  that  he  might  l]3are  the  Englilh  live  out  of  the 
feven  lacks  he  was  to  receive  from  Ramnarain,  The  Nabob  replied, 
that  this  very  fum  was  aj^propriated  to  pay  the  Mogul’s  tribute  at 
Delhi,  but  offered  bills  on  Ramnarain  for  two  lacks,  payable  at 
50,000  rupees  a month,  which  Clive  was  contented  to  receive. 

The  to  and  fro  of  thefe  official  difcuffions  had  brouorht  the  time 

O 

to  the  1 8th  of  March;  and  the  Nabob  having  now  nothing  to 
fear  from  foreign  enemies  before  the  end  of  the  rainy  feafon  in  Sep- 
tember, refumcd  his  firlf  views  of  giving  the  government  of  Patna 
to  Meer  Coffim,  but,  Ifill  afraid  to  venture  whilft  the  Engliffi  troops 
remained  in  Behar,  refolved  to  outlfay  them,  and  became  as  anxious 
to  fend  them  away  as  he  had  been  to  bring  them  with  him.  Know- 
ing their  want  of  money,  he  thought  the  more  he  ffiould  delay  to 
fupply  it,  and  pohpone  their  other  bulinefs,  the  fooner  they,  them- 
felves  would  become  defirous  of  departing,  to  fave  expence  to  no 
purpofe. 

Clive,  ful])e(51ing  this  cunning,  infilled  that  Roydoolub  ffiould 
immediately  give  fecurity  for  the  deficiency  of  the  Hughley  tun- 
caws ; but  Roydoolub  was  on  the  point  of  making  a vifit  of  devotion 
to  Guyah,  a town  of  great  fan6lity  and  pilgrimage,  lituated  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  60  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Patna.  He  fet  out 
on  the  19th  of  March,  and  Clive  refolved  to  remain  until  he  returned: 
but  on  the  lirR  of  April  lent  forward  the  main  body  of  the  Engliffi 
troops  on  the  road  to  Bengal,  with  orders  to  proceed  llowly.  They 
were  augmented  by  1000  Sepoys,  who  had  been  levied  in  the  Bodge- 
pore  country,  where  the  natives  are  much  hardier  than  in  Bengal, 
and  even  more  than  in  any  part  of  Behar.  On  the  7th,  Roydoolub 
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rctiirned  from  Guyah,  and  by  this  time  the  Nabob  had  taken  the  refo- 
lution  of  going  to  pay  his  devotions  likewife,  at  a famons  durgar^  or 
tomb  of  a faint,  near  the  town  of  Bahar,  which  is  fitnated  40  miles  to 
the  fonth-eaft  of  Patna : by  this  journey  he  faid  no  time  would  be 
loff,  as  it  would  require  ten  days  to  adjuft  fome  affairs  and  accounts 
in  diipute  between  his  brother  Meer  Coffim  and  Ramnarain  : he 
hoped  in  this  interval  that  the  Englifh  troops  would  have  been  far 
advanced  on  their  way,  and  Clive  have  joined  them,  in  which  cafe 
he  intended  to  return  to  Patna,  and  remove  Ramnarain.  But  Clive 
refolved  not  to  feparate  himfelf  from  Ramnarain  until  he  faw  him 
out  of  danger,  and  adviled  Roydoolub  likewife,  although  in  the  field, 
to  keep  at  hand.  A momentary  inftant  of  general  fatisfa61ion  and 
compliments  occurred  on  the  1 4th  by  the  arrival  of  meffengers  from 
Delhi,  with  the  authentic  patents  of  the  honorary  titles  conferred  on 
the  Nabob,  his  relations,  and  Clive  ; they  likewife  brought  funnuds-, 
or  the  commiffion  for  the  Nabobfhip,  but  deficient  in  fome  effential 
formalities,  which  were  withheld  until  the  Nabob  fliould  have  remit- 
ted a fum  of  money  to  Delhi  : the  funnuds  were,  neverthelefs,  pro- 
claimed as  fully  valid,  and  few  knew  the  contrary.  The  next  day, 
the  Nabob  proceeded  to  Bahar  ; and,  feeing  that  Clive  Rill  remained 
at  Patna,  inR:ru<5ted  his  brother  Meer  Coffim  to  diffemble,  who 
accordingly  pretended  to  be  perfedlly  fatisfied  with  the  adjuRment  of 
his  affairs  with  Ramnarain,  and  promifed  to  leave  Patna  and  come 
to  Muxadavad  as  foon  as  he  had  fettled  his  more  private  concerns  ; 
and  the  Nabob  himfelf,  inReadof  returning  as  he  had  intended  from 
Bahar  to  Patna,  proceeded  from  thence  on  the  24th  Rraight  acrofs 
the  country  to  Ehar  on  the  bank  of  the  Ganges,  about  35  miles 
below  Patna,  where  the  main  body  of  his  army  and  their  fleet  of 
boats  were  affembled  ; on  which  Clive  left  the  city,  carrying  Ram- 
narain with  him,  to  take  leave  of  the  Nabob.  On  the  30th,  the 
Nabob,  Roydoolub,  and  Ramnarain,  met  by  appointment  on  board  of 
Clive’s  budgerow.  The  Nabob  expreffed  perfedl  fatisfadlion  in 
Ramnarain’s  integrity  and  fidelity,  affured  him  of  being  continued 
in  the  government,  and  permitted  him  to  fet  out  the  fame  dav  on  his 
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return  : he  then  ordered  a part  of  his  army  to  march  on  to  Muxada-  1758. 
vad,  and  kept  the  reft  to  amufe  himfelf  with  in  huntings  along  the 
hills  ; but  confented  that  Roydoolub  fhould  accompany  Clive,  in 
order  to  difcharge  the  deficiencies  of  the  balances  of  money  due  on 
the  treaties^  Thus  ended  this  political  campaign,  in  which  an  army 
of  50,000  men  had  marched  300  miles  out  of  their  own  province, 
and  continued  four  months  in  the  field,  without  firing  a mufket ; but 
produced  the  full  accomplifhment  of  all  that  Clive  intended,  who 
maintained  his  decifion  over  all  interefts,  by  not  yielding  to  the  pre- 
judices of  partiality,  or  the  proffers  of  private  advantage. 

The  French  party  which  had  efcaped  from  Dacca  to  Rungpore, 
had  raifed  a mud  fort  not  far  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains,  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  Tefta,  in  which  they  maintained  themfelves  unmo- 
lefted,  until  Coffim  Ally,  the  Phoufdar  of  the  country,  received  the 
Nabob’s  orders  to  attack  them  ; when  they  were  furrounded  by  a 
great  number  of  his  people,  who  in  lefs  than  a month  reduced  them 
to  famine  ; on  which  they  embarked  in  their  boats,  and  went  down 
the  river,  intending  to  regain  the  Great  Ganges  ; but  were  followed 
and  haraffed  fo  much,  that  they  landed  again,  but  on  the  other  fide 
of  the  river,  and  marched  to  the  neighbouring  town  of  Dinagepore, 
the  capital  of  a Rajah,  who  with  much  timidity  was  a good  man, 
which  Mr.  Courtin  knowing,  refrained  from  any  violence  to  his 
people  ; who  were  all  as  timorous  as  the  Rajah  himfelf,  and  main- 
tained the  party  with  provifions,  until  an  officer  at  Mr.  Courtin’s 
requeft  came  from  Coffimbuzar,  to  whom  they  furrendered  prifoners,. 
and  were  received  with  fome  terms  of  indulgence.  Their  num- 
ber was  reduced  from  30  Europeans  to  11,  and  from  ioq  to  30 
Sepoys. 

The  fmall  number  of  troops  left  in  Calcutta  after  the  army  took  the 
field  with  Col.  Clive  was  not  fufficient  to  keep  up  the  necelfary  guards 
with  fufficient  ftriflnefs  which  encouraged  the  French  prifoners 
to  attempt  their  efcape.  The  building  of  the  gaol  was  not  fufficient 
to  hold  them  ; and,  as  the  enclofure  had  very  high  walls,  they  were 
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permitted  to  remain  in  the  area ; taking  advantage  of  this  liberty, 
they  dug  under  the  wall  in  a part  unfrequented  and  covered  with 
bulhes,  and  in  the  night  of  the  i8th  of  December,  all  of  them, 
beino-  90,  efcaped  through  the  hole,  and  before  morning  moil  of 
then?  had  crolfed  the  river,  and  not  one  was  immediately  retaken. 
Some  were  fufpecled  to  have  gone  to  the  Danilh  fadtory  oppofite 
Hiu^hley;  but  the  agents  there  would  not  pennit  the  fearch.  A 
month  after  fifteen  were  Hopped  in  Midnapore ; and  in  the  month 
of  March,  30  more  at  Cuttcck,  going  through  Orixa,  to  join  their 
countrymen  in  Chicacole, 

The  fquadron  with  Mr.  Pococke  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel, in  the  beginning  of  February  ; the  condemnation  of  the 
Kent,  and  the  difpatch  of  the  Hoop  to  England,  had  reduced  it  to 
three  fhips  of  the  line,  and  two  frigates  of  20  guns.  Their  de- 
parture, frequent  although  vague  lepoits  fiorn  fea  of  Fiench  ar- 
maments, the  expeftation  of  fending  a great  part  of  the  Englilh 
force  into  the  field  again  with  the  Nabob,  and  above  all  the  recent 
remembrance  of  calamity,  had  determined  the  prefidency  to  provide 
for  the  future  lafety  of  Calcutta,  by  railing  a fort  capable  of  the 
utmost  defence ; and  all  the  natives  which  could  be  hired  were  con- 
tinually employed  in  the  work.  The  fpot  was  chofen  1200  yards 
to  the  fouth  of  the  old  fort ; but  not  fo  near  the  river. 

Various  reports  had  been  brought  to  Muxadavad,  during  the 
campaign  of  Patna.  In  February,  foon  after  Ramnarain  joined  the 
camp  on  the  road,  ii  was  faid  that  the  Nabob  had  cauled  him  to  be 
alTaffinated ; but,  at  the  fame  time,  came  other  news,  that  the  Ra- 
jah Sunderling,  by  the  inftigation  of  Roydoolub,  had  fallen  on  the 
Nabob’s  quarters  in  the  night,  and  had  killed  him  m his  tent.  How- 
ever improbable,  Meerum  believed  both  reports,  and  alTembled  all 
the  forces  quartered  round  the  city  : this  alarm  was  foon  quieted  by 
authentic  letters  from  the  camp  ; but  the  lame  principles  of  fufpiciou 
and  animofity  had  driven  Meerum  to  greater  excelfes  of  apprehen- 
fion,  on  the  approach  of  Colonel  Clive  and  Roydoolub  letuining 

from  the  campaign. 


The 


Book  VIII.  Meer  Jaffier. 

The  Cofhmbuzar  river  Ifom  January  to  June  is  too  fhallow  for 
boats  of  burthen,  which  obliged  the  Englifh  troops,  with  their 
fleet,  to  keep  along  the  great  river,  until  they  came  to  Bogwoii- 
gola,  and  from  whence  they  marched  acrofs  the  ifland  to  Muxadavad, 
where  Clive  arrived  on  the  15th,  and  found  the  whole  city  in  the 
utmoll:  confternation ; and,  on  the  fame  day,  he  received  advices  of 
great  importance  from  the  coaft  of  Coromandel ; to  which  our  nar- 
rative now  returns. 


End  of  the  Eighth  Book. 
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The  new  year  opened  In  the  Carnatic  with  as  little  aflivlty  as  the  1758.- 
laft  had  doled.  The  French  troops  remained  in  Pondicherry 
waiting  the  arrival  of  their  expeded  armament  from  Europe,  during 
which,  Mr.  Soupire,  as  he  fays  in  a memoir  he  has  publifhed,  en- 
tered  into  a negociation  with  two  Jemautdars  of  the  Englilh  Se- 
poys to  furprize  Tritchinopoly,  by  means  of  the  French  prifoners. 

Four  hundred  were  in  confinement  in  the  city,  and  50  or  60  had  at 
various  times  been  received  into  the  Englilh  fervice,  and  in  the  end 
of  December,  foon  after  Calliaud  returned  from  Madrafs,  two  of 
the  enlilfed  Frenchmen  accufed  one  De  la  Forge,  who  had  been 
accepted  as  a furgeon’s  mate,  that  he  had  tampered  with  them  to 
concur  in  a projed,  by  which  the  foreigners  in  the  fervice  of  the 
garrilbn  were  to  murder  the  Englilh  guards  in  the  night,  then 
open  the  prifons,  arm  the  prifoners,  and  with  their  alliftance,  over- 
power the  reft  of  the  troops.  Four  other  Frenchmen  avowed  the 
fame  converfation  with  De  la  Forge,  who,  with  much  obftinacy, 
denied  that  he  had  ever  fpoken  one  word  to  any  one  of  them  : he 
was  however  hanged  two  days  after  his  trial.  This  might  have 
been  the  firft  opening  of  Mr.  Soupire’s  fcheme,  although  he  fays 
nothing  of  it ; but  nothing  was  dilcovered  of  his  confpiracy  with 
the  Sepoys,  which  he  feems  to  have  protraded  until  the  end  of 
April. 

Enlign  Banatyne  at  Outramalore,  receiving  intelligence  that  200 
of  the  French  Sepoys  at  Carangoly  had  deferted  on  fome  dilpute 
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1758.  with  the  renter,  and  that  the  reft  were  inclined  to  mutiny,  marched 
Janiiax^  on  the  night  of  the  25th  of  January,  with  500  Sepoys,  and  50  Euro- 
peans, and  an  hour  before  day-break  made  an  aflault  by  efcalade  on  a 
part  of  the  wall,  which  was  in  a ruinous  condition;  but  they  were 
repulfed  with  the  lofs  of  1 1 Sepoys  killed,  and  2 Europeans  wounded. 
Slight  as  this  was,  no  adfion  of  equal  enterprize  pafted  in  the  con- 
tending diftridfs  until  the  end  of  April,  although  the  mutual  incur- 
fions  were  as  frequent  as  before  ; but  being  always  levelled  at  de- 
fencelefs  villages,  they  carried  the  reproach  of  robbery,  more  than 
the  reputation  of  war  ; and  each  fide  lofing  as  much  as  it  gained  by 
thefe  depredations,  the  French  officer  at  Vandiwalh  propofed  a con- 
ference to  put  an  end  to  them,  and  Banatyne  was  permitted  to  treat 
with  him. 

The  reports  which  the  French  government  fjjread  with  much  di- 
ligence, of  their  approaching  ftiperiority  on  the  coaft  of  Coro- 
mandel, encouraged  even  the  moft  infignificant  chiefs,  which  held 
under  the  Nabob,  or  the  company,  to  queftion  or  infult  their  autho- 
rity. In  the  vaft  plain  which  occupies  the  Carnatic,  from  the  lati- 
tude of  ,Puliacate  to  the  river  Coleroon,  are  many  trafls  of  fandy 
ground  fpread  amongft  the  richeft  diftricfts  of  the  country.  Thefe 
foils  having  always  been  negledted  by  the  labourer,  and  left  to  nature, 
propogate  abundance  of  ufelefs  vegetation.  In  fome,  which  with 
care  would  rear  the  cocoa-nut,  the  eaftern  palms  prevail,  a few  of 
which,  rifing  to  their  full  growth,  l|)read  their  feeds  with  the  wind, 
which  in  a fucceffion  of  time  cover  the  whole  extent  with  plants, 
that  ftrangllng  one  another  by  their  multitude,  remain  ftunted,  and 
create  the  ftubborneft  of  thickets.  Others  of  thefe  tradls,  inftead 
of  bearing  the  palm  kinds,  will  only  produce  a ftrong  and  fpreading 
fhrub,  which  rifes  to  the  height  of  eight  or  nine  feet,  and  forms 
one  continued  coppice.  Many  of  thefe  wilds  are  from  15  to  40 
miles  in  circumference,  and  all  of  thefe  extents  are  pofiTefifed  by  petty 
Polygars,  with  their  clans  of  half-favage  fubje6ls,  whofe  occupation 
is  to  rob  the  neighbouring  villages  in  the  night,  and  in  the  day  to 
take  all  kinds  of  venifon  and  game,  in  which  they  are  fo  expert, 
that  they  rarely  fail,  on  the  ftiorteft  notice,  to  produce  the  quantity 
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demanded  by  any  perfon  in  authority.  By  thefe  obeifanccs,  and  1758. 

fometimes  a Imall  prefent  of  money,  and  now  and  then  ridding  the 
country  of  a tiger,  they  compenfate  their  thefts,  which  are  rarely 
attended  with  blooddied  or  violence  ; when  they  are,  troops  march, 
their  hamlets  are  burnt,  and  prifoners  taken,  the  chief  himfelf  in 
preference,  who  atone  feverely  for  the  mifdeeds,  whether  of  them- 
felves  or  their  fellows.  Two  of  thefe  Polygars,  between  whole 
woods  the  fort  of  TrepafToor  is  lituated,  ventured  in  the  end  of 
January  to  make  incurfions,  not  only  into  the  diftridls  dependant 
on  this  fort,  but  even  into  thofe  of  Pondamalee,  within  15  miles  of 
Madrafs,  and  carried  off  large  quantities  of  grain  and  cattle  from 
the  villages ; on  which  the  commandant,  Jemaul  Saib,  who  had 
returned  from  Tinivelly  to  Madrafs,  was  ordered  to  march  againft 
tliem  with  four  companies  of  Sepoys.  The  one,  named  Rangapah 
Naigue,  immediately  alked  pardon,  and  made  reflitution  and  atone- 
ment : but  the  other,  Wardapah  Naigue,  Rood  on  his  defence,  until 
Jemaul  Saib  had  penetrated  into  his  woods,  and  burnt  feveral  of  the 
hamlets  concealed  in  them ; on  which,  he  fubmitted  likewife,  and 
the  Sepoys  were  withdrawn. 

. The  army  of  the  Morattoes  under  the  command  of  Balaventrow”, 
which,  in  the  preceding  year,  had  defeated  the  Nabob  of  Cudapah, 
who  fell  in  the  battle,  found  notwithftanding  this  vidory,  that  they 
could  not  eafily  complete  the  reduction  of  the  country ; for  AbduU 
Nabey  Cawn,  the  coufin-german  and  neareR  relation  of  the  de- 
ceafed  Nabob,  threw  himfelf  with  a Rrons:  force  into  the  RronreR 
fortrefs  of  the  province  called  near  the  town  of  Cudapah  and  the 

late  field  of  battle ; and  others  of  the  Pitan  Captains  Rood  on  their  de- 
fence in  their  refpedtlve  holds,  the  fieges  of  which  would  employ  more 
time  than  the  extent  of  Balaventrow’s  expedition.  He  therefore  fent 
agents  to  negotiate  with  Abdull  Nabey;  but  likewife  detached  parties 
to  harafs  the  diRridls  adjacent  to  the  forts  which  held  out ; during 
which  he  marched  himfelf  with  the  main  body  of  his  army  acrofs 
the  province  of  Cudapah  to  the  eaRward,  and,  when  arrived  on  the 
confines  of  the  Carnatic  to  the  n.  w.  formed  tlu'ee  divifions,  one  of 
which  went  agaiiiR  the  Polygar  Bomrauze ; the  other  entered  the 
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1758.  cliflrids  of  Damarlah  Venketappah  and  Bangar  Yatcham-nais;ue ; 

the  third  he  appeared  himfelf  before  Nelore.  The 
Nabob,  in  fettling  the  treaty  of  tribute  in  the  preceding  year  with 
Armetrow,  the  deputy  of  Balaventrow,  gave,  in  the  general  afTelT-. 
ment  on  his  vaffals,  an  order  on  each  of  thefe  Polygars  to  pay  him 
70,000  rupees,  and  the  pretence  on  which  Balaventrow  now  com- 
menced hoflilities  againft  them  was,  that  the  alfelTment  meant  only 
the  rate  of  the  a6tual  year,  whereas  they  owed,  he  faid,  for  the  fix 
before ; and  the  reafon  he  gave  for  attacking  Nelore  was,  to  prevent 
Nazeabulla  from  marching  againfi;  the  Nabob,  with  a large  body  of 
French  troops,  which  he  heard  were  advancing  to  join  him  from 
Mr.  Bufiy’sarmy;  but  Nazeabullah,  having  without  hefitation  paid 
him  a fum  adequate  to  his  expe6lations,  he  a few  days  after  wrote  to 
the  Nabob,  recommending  a reconciliation  between  them.  His  detach- 
ments plundered  the  fair  towns  of  Venkati  Gherri  and  Calalfri ; and  all 
the  three  Polygars  were  fo  frightened,  that,  in  expe6lation  of  the  alfif- 
tance  of  the  Englifii,  each  of  them  gave  bonds  and  fecurity  for  the 
payment  of  their  tribute  to  the  Nabob,  which  were  not  equal  to  the 
demands  of  Balaventrow;  immediately  after  this  the  Morattoes  left 
their  country,  as  the  Polygars  believed,  from  refpeft  to  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  prefidency,  but  in  reality  purfuant  to  orders  received' 
at  this  time  from  Balagerow  : they  returned  into  Cudapah,  where 
Balaventrow  concluded  at  Sidout  a treaty  with  Abdul  Nabey  Cawn, 
by  which  it  was  agreed,  that  the  country  fhould  be  equally  divided 
betwixt  them : and  the  Morattoes  were  put  in  pofifeffion  of  Goram- 
condah,  a ftrong  fort  and  pafs  midway  in  the  range  of  mountains, 
which  bound  the  province  of  Cudapah  to  the  weft.  A part  of  the 
army  was  left  to  guard  the  fhare  of  the  Morattoes  in  the  province, 
and  Balaventrow,  with  the  reft,  re-crofted  the  weftern  mountains, 
and  marched  tow'ards  Sirpi,  ordering  at  the  fame  time  the  detach- 
ment with  Armetrow  at  Velore  to  join  him  there. 

The  Nabob’s  brother,  Abdulwahab,  having  gathered  1000  horfe, 
and  2 or  5000  foot,  moved  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  from 
Chitore  to  Chandergherri.  This  place  was  anciently  the  capital  of 
the  Carnatic,  at  prefent  an  open  town  in  ruins.  It  is  fituated  about 
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lo  miles  from  tlie  famous  pagoda  of  Tripetti,  which  Abduhvahab 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  company’s  renter  to  deliver  up  : but  the 
renter  referred  him  to  Madrafs,  and  he  was  deterred  from  the  hol- 
tilities  he  intended,  by  the  march  of  Jemaul  Saheb  againff  the  poly- 
gars  of  Trepafl'ore.  Not  knowing  therefore  what  to  do  with  his 
troops,  who  clamoured  for  pay,  he  fent  them  under  the  command 
of  his  ])rincipal  officer  to  Mortizally  of  Velore,  who  was  preparing 
to  attack  the  fort  of  Tripatore,  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley  of  Va- 
niambady.  We  are  ignorant  on  what  pretenfions  thefe  hoftilities 
were  founded,  but  they  were  undertaken  with  much  earnehnefs  : 
for,  befides  his  own,  and  the  troops  of  Abduhvahab,  the  Phoufdar 
likewife  engaged  the  body  of  Morattoes  then  in  his  town  with 
Armetrow.  The  whole  force  was  4000  horfe  and  6000  foot ; but 
the  fort  of  Tripatore  was  of  difficult  approach;  and  on  the  8th  of 
February,  the  day  after  the  batteries  were  opened,  a cannon-ball 
killed  Armetrow  ; which  being  perceived  by  the  garrifon,  they  i'allicd, 
routed  the  befiegers,  and  took  their  cannon.  The  Morattoes  imme- 
diately after  this  defeat  quitted  the  country,  and  joined  their  main 
body  in.  Myfore;  and  the  troops  of  Mortizally  and  Abdulwahab 
returned  to  their  homes. 

Mr.  Pocock,  with  the  (hips  of  war  from  Bengal,  arrived  at  Madrafs 
on  the  24th  of  February ; they  had  been  abfent  i 7 months  on  the 
expedition.  The  two  frigates  were  immediately  detached  to  cruize 
off  Pondicherry.  Some  days  after,  arrived  the  Queenfborough  frigate, 
which  Admiral  Stevens  had  difpatched  with  advices  to  Madrafs, 
from  whence  fhe  had  been  lent  to  Bengal,  and  now  returned  from 
thence.  On  the  24th  of  March,  Admiral  Stevens  himfelf  a; lived 
from  Bombay  with  4 fhips  of  the  line  ; and  on  the  1 7th  of  April  the 
fquadron  failed  to  the  fouthward. 

The  Myfore  general  Hyderally,  after  his  retreat  from  Madura  in  the 
end  of  the  preceding  year,  continued  at  Dindigul,  waiting  the  arrival 
of  a body  of  French  troops,  with  which  he  intended  to  return  to  the 
attack  ; and  in  the  interval  Mahomed  Iflbof  marched  with  his  army 
from  Chevelpetore  to  the  city  of  Madura,  and  fet  to  work  to  repair 
the  fortifications.  As  the  French  troops  in  the  Pagoda  of  Seringham 
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could  not  be  diminifhed  without  danger  from  the  garrifon  in  Tritch- 
inopoly,  Mr.  Soupire  fent  the  force  he  intended  for  Hy derally  from 
Pondicherry;  and  from  the  reftraint  laid  on  all  his. military  operations, 
they  were  no  more  than  300  Sepoys  and  7 5 Europeans,  who  arrived 
at  Dindigul  in  the  end  of  January.  They  were  commanded  by  Mr. 
Aflruc,  the  fame  officer  who  had  been  defeated  by  Major  Lawrence 
before  Tritchinopoly  in  the  year  1753,  from  which  time  he  had 
continued  a prifoner  on  his  parole  until  the  month  of  06tober  of 
the  preceding  year,  when  he  was  exchanged.  On  his  arrival  at 
Dindigul,  he  found  Hyderally  preffed  by  urgent  affairs  to  return  to 
Seringapatam,  the  capital  of  Myfore,  which  broke  the  fcheme  of 
attacking  Madura ; foon  after  the  interview,  Hyderally  departed,  and 
Mr.  Aftruc  returned  to  the  pagoda  of  Seringham,  where  he  arrived 
on  the  20th  of  March,  and,  having  been  long  ill,  died  on  the  2 2d; 
he  was  a gallant  and  worthy  man. 

The  agent  fent  by  the  Nabob  to  Maphuze  Khan  arrived  at  Nelli- 
tangaville  on  the  28th  of  February,  and  found  him  there,  encamped 
in  paltry  tents,  with  50  horfe,  oftentatious  of  his  poverty,  pretend- 
ing much  difcontent  a^ainft  his  allies,  and  much  attachment  to  the 
Nabob  ; but  when  terms  of  reconciliation  were  propofed,  nothing 
lefs  would  fatisfy  him  than  the  government  of  the  whole  country 
as  an  appanage  in  fee  ; indeed  he  was  never  matter  of  his  own 
opinion,  and  at  prefent  not  of  his  will,  for  the  weitern  polygars, 
elated  by  the  riting  fuperiority  of  the  French  in  the  Carnatic,  took 
the  field,  and  obliged  him,  who  depended  upon  them  for  his  fub- 
fiffence,  to  lend  his  name,  and  to  appear  with  them  in  perfon  as  the 
pretenfion  of  their  hoffilities : the  army  was  compofed  of  the  troops  of 
the  Pulitaver,  of  Vadagherri,  of  the  three  minor  polygars,  Cotaltava, 
Nadacourch,  and  Savandah  ; and  from  the  eaffern  fide,  of  Etiaporum, 
the  dependant  of  Catabominaigue,  who  himlelf  continued  firm  to 
his  new  connexion  with  the  Englifh.  The  confederates  had  like- 
wife  perfuaded  the  Polygar  of  Shatore  under  the  hills,  whofe  fort 
is  only  fifteen  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Chevelpetore,  to  enter  fo  far 
into  their  views  as  to  admit  a body  of  the  Pulitaver’s  Colleries  into 
his  fort,  with  whom  and  his  own  he  made  depredations  into  the  ad- 
e Jacefit 
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adjacent  country,  whilft  Mahomed  IfToof,  apprehenfive  of  the  arrival  1758. 
of  Hyderally  and  the  French,  kept  his  force  collected  in  Madura. 

As  foon  as  the  news  of  Flyderally’s  departure  was  confirmed, 
Mahomed  IfToof  took  the  field  and  marched  againft  Shatore.  The 
polygar  on  bis  appearance  made  fubmiffions,  turned  out  the  Puli- 
taver’s  men,  and  paid  a fine  in  money ; but  as  foon  as  the  Englifii 
troops  returned  to  Chevelpetore,  he  renewed  his  depredations ; on 
which  Mahomed  IfiToof  attacked  the  fort  again,  which  the  polygar, 
after  a fiight  refinance,  abandoned  ; and  one  of  his  relations  was 
appointed  in  his  Head.  In  the  mean  time,  the  confederates  had,  in 
various  attacks  from  Nellitangaville,  taken  all  the  jiofts  between  this 
place  and  Tinivelly,  and  many  of  the  men  placed  to  guard  them  were 
put  to  the  fword:  at  Tirancourchy,  which  was  taken  by  afi'ault  in  the 
night,  27  horfemen,  and  a greater  number  of  Sejioys,  were  killed. 

The  confederates,  elated  with  thefe  fiiccefles,  threatened  all  who  did 
not  join  them,  and  attacked  the  polygar  of  Outamalee,  becaufe  he 
had  refufed.  They  likevvife  prepared  to  take  poiTeffion  of  Tinivelly, 
and  boafiied  that  they  would  reduce  the  fort  of  Palamcotah.  But  the 
approach  of  Mahomed  IfToof  from  Chevelpetore  flopped  their  pro- 
grefs,  nor  had  they  courage  to  give  him  battle ; but,  having 
ftrengtliened  the  polls  they  had  taken,  retreated  to  Nellitangaville, 
fending,  however,  detachments  to  harafs  and  interrupt  his  opera- 
tioii'^ ; but  without  fuccefs  ; for  all  their  parties  which  ventured  to 
meet,  or  could  not  avoid  the  encounter  of  the  Sepoys,  wei  e beaten, 
and  by  the  end  of  April  all  the  polls  which  had  been  taken  were 
recovered.  Mahomed  Ifibof  then  refolved  to  carry  the  war  into  the 
enemy’s  country,  and  to  begin  with  the  polygar  of  VTdagherri, 
although  the  mofl  diflant,  becaufe  the  mofl  powerful  of  the  alliance. 

His  villages  in  the  plain  were  in  flames,  and  the  troops  had  begun  to 
penetrate  into  the  wood  which  enclofes  his  fort,  when  IfToof  received 
advices  and  Inflrudllons  from  the  prefidency  at  Madrafs,and  from  Cap- 
tain Calliaud  at  Tritchinopoly,  which  called  him  and  the  troops  un- 
der his  command  to  fervices  of  much  greater  necefiity  and  importance. 

At  day-break,  on  the  28th  of  April,  a fquadron  of  1 2 fail  were 
deferied  Handing  in  from  various  points  of  the  compafs  for  the  road 
. VoL.  II.  2 P of 
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of  Fort  St.  David,  where  the  Englifh  frigates,  Triton  and  Bridge- 
water,  chanced  to  be  at  anchor.  It  M^as  foon  perceived  that  the 
Ifrano-ers  were  French  ; and  two  or  three  of  the  fhips  being  to  the 
noi-th  of  the  road,  whilft  the  reft  were  advancing  from  the  fouth, 
precluded  the  efcape  of  the  frigates,  as  the  wind  blew  from  the  offing. 
The  caijtains  therefore,  prudently  refolved  to  ran  their  (hips  afhore, 
in  order  to  preferve  the  men,  which  they  eftefted  without  loling  any.^ 
The  French  fquadion  was  commanded  by  the  Count  D’iVche. 
After  fome  change  in  the  fhips  which  were  firft  appointed,  he  failed 
from  Breft  on  the  6th  of  March  of  the  preceding  year,  with  the 
Zodiac  of  74  guns,  the  Belliqueux  of  70,  the  Superbe  of  64,  be- 
lono-inc^  to  the  navy  of  France,  and  a 50  gun  Ihip,  with  a frigate 
beloncdn-  to  the  Eaft-India  Company.  On  board  of  thefe  fhips  was 
embanked  the  regiment  of  Lally,  confifting  of  1080  men,  50  of  the 
royal  artillery,  a great  numher  of  officers  of  diftindfion,  and  the 
count  de  Tally,  Colonel  of  the  regiment  of  his  name,  lieutenant 
creneial  in  the  French  army,  and  now  appointed  Governor-general 
with  the  moft  extenfive  powers  over  all  the  French  poffeffions  and 
cftablifhments  in  India.  The  fliips  had  fcarcely  got  clear  of  the  land, 
when  a fquall  of  wind  carried  away  the  main-top-gallant  and  the 
mizen-top-maft  of  the  Belliqueux,  on  which  ffie  made  the  fignal  of 
diftrefs,  and  was  obliged  to  anchor  near  the  fhore  m bad  ground. 
The  Zodiac  immediately  tacked,  and  worked  clofe-haule  to  a i e , 
and  the  fquall  continuing,  carried  away  the  mam  and  fore  top-maft  of 
Ms  0,  p fewife.  rrhefe  accidents  induced  Mr.  D'Ache  to  return 
Lnnrediately  into  the  port  of  Breft,  as  affording  the  fpeed.eft  means  of 

Trah  iU  the  damages  In  the  fhort  interval  between  the  final  orders  for 

ihe  denature  of  th?  fquadion,  and  the  advices  of  its  return  into  Breft, 
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when  required,  as  men  of  war,  of  which  four  had  failed  in  De-  i 758. 
cembcr,  with  the  regiment  of  Lorrain;  and  three  were  now  added 
to  the  two  Mr.  D’Ache  already  had  under  his  command;  and  he  w'as 
to  take  the  others  at  the  Ifle  of  France.  Tile  delays  of  affembling 
the  Company’s  (hips  from  Port  I’Orient  retarded  his  departure  from 
Breft  until  the  4.th  of  May.  The  (hips  carried  with  them  a malignant 
fever,  at  that  time  reigning  in  the  port.  On  the  23d  of  July  they 
anchored  at  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  Brazil,  having  loft  300  men  of  all 
kinds  by  the  fever,  which  continued  even  in  this  climate,  although 
healthier  than  moft  in  the  world : having  waited  two  months  in 
expectations  of  this  benefit,  the  fquadron  failed  on  the  2 <;th  of  Sep- 
lember;  and  after  a paffage  of  85  days,  ftill  infeCled  with  the  ligknefs, 
arrived  on  the  i8th  of  December  at  the  Ifle  of  France.  Here  they 
found  the  fhips  which  had  carried  the  regiment  of  Lorrain,  returned 
from  Pondicherry.  Taking  their  crews  and  fuch  of  the  fliips  as  he 
chofe,  Mr.  D’Ache  formed  the  fquadron,  with  which  he  now  ap- 
peared on  the  coaft.  They  failed  from  hence  on  the  27th  of  Ja- 
nuary. It  would  be  ufeful  to  know  their  route,  in  order  to  avoid  it  ; 
for  their  paflage  was  very  long,  not  making  the  coaft  until  the  25th 
of  April,  when  the  Diligent  ivas  lent  forward  to  Karical  to  get  in- 
telligence of  the  Englifh  fquadron;  and  returning  on  the  27th  with- 
out any,  ftruck  on  a fand-bank,  which  detained  all  the  fhips  the 
reft  of  the  day  in  getting  her  afloat.  On  the  28th  they  appeared,  as 
we  have  feen,  before  Fort  St.  David. 

Every  fuccefs  was  expeCled  to  follow  the  arrival  of  this  arma- 
ment in  India.  The  fhips  were  to  drive  the  Englifh  fquadron  off 
the  coaft,  the  troops  wdth  thofe  already  at  Pondicherry  were  to  de- 
raolifh  the  Englifh  fettlements ; and  fuch  was  the  confidence  of  not 
meeting  an  enemy  in  the  field,  that  the  inftruCtions  formed  at  Ver- 
failles  ordered  Mr.  Lallv  to  open  h's  operations  by  the  fiege  of  Fort 
St.  David,  before  which  the  fhips  anchored,  in  order  to  land  the 
troops  as  foon  as  thofe  from  Pondicherry  could  march  to  inveft  the 
place.  The  wreck  of  the  two  Englifh  frigates  confirmed  thefe  pre- 
fumptions;  and  Mr.  Lally  went  away  in  the  Count  de  Provence  of 
60  guns,  attended  by  a frigate  called  the  Dilige^Qte,  to  proclaim  his 
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commiiTion,  and  give  the  neceflary  orders  at  Pondicherry  ; he  landed 
at  five  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  received  with  all  the  dihindions  an- 
nexed to  his  authority.  In  the  mean  time  the  other  (liips  worked 
in,  and  anchored  off  Cudalore,  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of  Fort  St. 
David. 

The  Engllfh  fquadron  having  in  ten  days  worked  as  high  to  wind- 
ward as  the  head  ot  Ceylon,  flood  in  again  for  the  coaft,  which  they 
made  on  the  28th,  off  Negapatam,  and  proceeding  along  fhore,  dif- 
covered  at  nine  the  next  morning  the  French  Ihips  riding  off  Cud- 
dalore,  which  immediately  weighed  and  bore  down  towards  Pondi- 
cherrv,  throwine:  out  fignals  to  recal  the  Comte  de  Provence  and  the 
Diligente  ; but  they  not  weighing  in  obedience  to  the  fummons,  the 
fquadron  flood  out  to  fea  E.by  n.  the  wind  blowing  from  the  s.e.  Mr, 
Pocock,  on  the  firff  fight  of  the  French  fquadron,  had  thrown  out  the 
fignal  for  chace,  which  implies,  that  every  fhip  is  to  pufli  with 
crowded  fail,  and  without  regard  to  each  other,  inpurfuit  of  the  ene- 
my, until  countermanded  by  a different  fignal.  At  half  an  hour  after 
twelve,  his  fhips  were  within  a league  of  the  enemy,  who  were  form- 
ed, and  waiting  for  them  in  a line  of  battle  a-head  ; when  Mr.  Pocock 
hauled  down  the  chacing  fignal,  brought  to  on  the  ftai  board  tack,  hoiffed 
his  colours,  and  made  the  fignal  for  the  line  a-head,  and  to  be  form- 
ed at  the  diflance  of  half  a cable,  or  100  yards,  one  fhip  from  ano- 
ther. The  Tyger  failing  ill,  and  the  Cumberland  much  worfe,  were 
at  this  time  fo  far  a-flern  of  the  other  fhips,  that  it  was  ten  minutes 
pafl  two  before  they  got  up  to  their  allotted  flations  in  the  line ; 
which  being  now  formed,  the  Admiral  made  the  fignal  to  bear  down, 
each  fhip  in  the  exadl  diredlion  to  the  antagonift  Ihe  was  intended  to 
encounter,  according  to  the  difpofition  of  the  two  lines  ; and  this 
was  explained  by  continuing  the  diffinftive  fignal  of  the  line  of  battle 
a-head,  joined  to  that  of  bearing  down. 

The  French  line  confiffed  of  nine  fail,  all,  excepting  the  Zodiac, 
capable  of  carrying  more  guns  than  they  mounted,  and  fhe  having 
changed  her  lower  battery  of  32  pounders  for  24  at  Breft,  had  not 
been  able  to  replace  them  at  the  Ifle  of  France.  The  Vengeur  of 
54  led,  followed  by  the  Bien  Aime  of  58,  next  the  Conde  of  44, 

and 
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and  next  the  Due  of  Orleans  of  50  : Thefe  were  the  van  : In  the  1758. 
centre  was  the  Zodiac  of  74,  on  which  M.  D’Ache  hoifted  his  flag. 

The  four  fhips  which  formed  the  rear,  were  the  Saint  Louis  of  50, 
immediately  after  the  Zodiac,  then  the  Moras  of  44,  the  Sylphide  of 
36,  and  the  Due  de  Bourgogne  of  60  guns  clofed  the  line. 

The  Enghfh  line,  having  only  feven  fliips  to  nine,  were  to  chufe 
their  opponents  accordingly.  Mr.  Pocock  in  the  Yarmouth  of  64, 
was  the  centre,  and  Pceered  for  the  Zodiac,  the  centre  of  the  enemy’s 
line.  In  confequcnce  the  Tyger  of  60  guns,  which  led  the  Englifh 
van,  bore  dow'n  for  the  Vengeur  ; the  Salifbury  of  50,  for  the  Bien 
Aime  ; and  the  Elizabeth  of  64,  in  which  Admiral  Stevens  hoiflied 
his  flag,  and  was  the  fhip  a-head  of  Mr.  Pocock,  neglcdling  the  Con- 
de,  bore  down  for  the  Duke  of  Orleans,  which  ranged  immediately 
a-head  of  M.  D’Ache.  In  confequence,  likewife,  the  Cumberland 
of  66,  which  was  to  be  next  a-flern  of  Mr.  Pocock,  fhould  have 
fleered  for  the  Saint  Louis,  the  Newcaflle  of  50  for  the  Moras, 
and  the  Weymouth  of  60,  neglefting  the  Sylphide,  for  the  Due  de 
Bourgogne. 

This  was  underflood.  It  is  likewife  generally  underflood,  that 
when  the  Admiral  brings  to,  and  throws  out  the  flgnal  to  engage, 
every  fhip  is  to  do  fo  likewife,  at  the  fame  diflance  from  its  refpec- 
tive  opponent,  as  the  admiral  lies  from  his.  But  the  Cumberland, 
from  Ibme  unaccountable  defedl,  was  fo  unmanageable,  that  in  bear- 
ing down,  flie  could  not  be  got  to  wear  clear  of  the  Yarmouth,  that 
is,  to  keep  on  her  left  hand,  but  at  every  endeavour  flew  up  on  the 
Yarmouth’s  weather-quarter,  or  to  the  right. 

But  another  mifchance  happened,  which  v/as  efFefled  by  this  of 
fhe  Cumberland.  The  flgnal  for  the  line  of  battle  a-head,  which 
was  kept  flying  on  board  the  admiral,  whilfl  bearing  down  for  the 
enemy,  was  miflaken  by  the  Newcaflle  and  Weymouth  to  mean  that 
the  fhips  were  to  go  down  a-flern  of  one  another,  inflead  of  continu- 
ing on  the  left  of  each  other,  until  they  fhould  haul  the  wind  to  pre- 
fect their  broadlides  on  the  flgnal  for  engagement,  when  this  change 
M^ould  place  them  exa6lly  right  in  the  line  of  battle  a-head.  In  con- 
fequence 
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8.  fequenc.e  the  Newcaflle  kept  behind  the  Cumberland,  and  the  Wey- 
mouth behind  tlie  Newcaftle,  and  as  the  Cumberland  had  not  got 
into  the  line  (or  into  the  wake  of  the  Yarmouth)  when  thefignal  for 
engagement  was  thrown  out,  the  other  two  Ihips  were  {fill  farther 
off  from  the  enemy’s,  and  the  laft  the  farthelf. 

Mr.  Pococke  faw  the  miftakes  and  embarraffments,  and,  whilll: 
bearing  down,  threw  out  fignals  to  rectify  them,  which  were  not  un- 
derftood  by  the  Newcaftle  and  Weymouth,  and  could  not  be  obeyed 
by  the  Cumberland.  Nevertheleis,  it  was  necelTary  to  go  on  ; for 
the  whole  of  the  enemy’s  line  began  to  fire  hotly,  as  foon  as  the 
Englifh  fhips  came  within  random  (hot,  and  with  the  chance  of  much 
advantage,  as  the  Englilh fhips  bearing  down  prefented  their  heads, 
and  were  expofed  to  be  raked  fore  and  aft  until  they  formed  the  line, 
and  prefented  their  broadfides  for  battle  : but  luckily  the  enemy’s 
fire  continued  without  aim.  Mr.  Pocock  did  not  return  a finale  (hot 
until  his  fliip  hauled  up  with  her  broadfide  oppofite  to  the  Zodiac’s, 
when  the  three  fhips  of  the  van  were  likewife  got  into  their  proper 
ffations  : he  then,  at  55  minutes  paft  three,  threw  out  the  fignal,  and 
the  fire  inflantly  became  general  throughout  the  line,  for  the  three 
fhips  of  the  rear,  although  out  of  certain  aim,  were  within  reach 
of  chance  execution.  In  five  minutes  the  Sylphide  bore  away  under 
the  lee  of  the  Zodiac,  although  fhe  had  only  received  the  diftant 
fhot  of  the  Newcaflle  and  Weymouth  ; but  fhe  had  only  been  ad- 
mitted into  the  line  to  imjx)fe  by  fhew.  In  fifteen  minutes  the  Due 
de  Bourgogne,  the  laft  of  the  enemy’s  rear,  quitted  her  flation  like- 
wife, and  went  off  in  the  fame  dire61:ion  as  the  Sylphide,  although 
Ihe  had  only  been  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  Weymouth,  and  was 
not  much  damaged.  About  the  fame  time  the  Conde,  the  third  and 
weakeft  of  the  enemy’s  van,  received  a fhot  which  difabled  her 
rudder,  and  obliged  her  likewife  to  quit  the  line.  The  Englifh  and 
French  admirals,  Pocock  and  D’Ache,  as  with  a fjjirit  of  duel,  kept 
clofe  and  direded  their  fire  entirely  againfl  each  other,  and  the  en- 
gagement had  likewife  been  fierce  between  the  two  vans,  and  continu- 
ed fo  after  the  Conde  bore  aw'ay.  The  Cumberland  ffill  flung  up  fo 
clofe  to  the  quarter  of  the  Yarmouth,  that  fhe  had  not  room  to  we^r, 
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and  get  into  her  ftation,  and  at  length  backed  her  topfails  to  obtain 
it  by  falling  aftern ; which  fucceeded,  but  not  until  fhe  had  dropt 
below  her  opponent  the  Saint  Louis,  and  at  a confiderable  diftance 
from  the  Yarmouth  which  (he  was  to  fecond  ; during  this  operation, 
the  Newcaftle  and  Weymouth,  in  order  to  keep  their  proper  diftances, 
backed  likewife,  and  both,  fell  below  the  Moras,  the  laft  remaining  of 
the  enemy’s  rear  ; and  were  thus  likewife  left  without  any  fliip  to  fire 
at.  But  after  the  Cumberland  had  fet  fail,  and  gained  her  proper 
flation,  the  Newcahle  flillkept  back,  and  failed  to  clofc  the  line,  on 
which  the  Weywouth  hailed  her  to  do  fo,  which  not  being  attended 
to,  fhe  hauled  the  wind,  fet  fail,  and,  pafling  to  windward  of  the 
Newcaftle,  came  properly  into  the  line,  a-breaft  of  the  Moras,  during 
which  the  Cumberland  was  well  engaged  w’ith  the  Saint  Louis,  and 
took  off  the  fire  of  her  forward  guns,  which  ftie  had  for  fome  time 
employed  againft  the  quarter  of  the  Yarmouth.  Mr.  Pococke  had 
continually  thrown  out  fignals  for  the  rear  to  get  in  order,  and  now 
continued  them  for  the  Newcaftle.  A great  explofion  of  powder  had 
blown  up  in  the  Zodiac,  another  in  the  Bien  Aime  ; the  Moras, 
although  by  much  the  weakeft  of  the  enemy’s  ikips,  had  fougbe 
with  as  much  a61ivity  as  any  of  them ; and  when  attacked  by  the 
frefh  and  fuperior  fire  of  the  Weymouth,  ftood  it  with  great  lofs  for 
lo  minutes,  when  fhe  quitted  the  line,  fhattered  and  admired.  Mr. 
D’Ache  continually  made  the  fignals  of  the  fugitives  to  rejoin  the  line. 
The  engagement  had  continued  an  hour  and  a half,  when  the  Tyger, 
which  led  the  Englifh  van,  having  loft  her  fore-top-fail-yard,  could 
not  keep  her  ftation,  but  fell  flanting  a-head  of  her  opponent,  the 
Vengeur,  on  which  this  fhip,  favoured  at  the  fame  time  by  a fmall 
change  of  the  wind,  hauled  up,  and  began  to  get  to  windward  of 
the  Tyger’s  quarter,  over  which  fhe  w^ould  then  have  had  every 
advantage,  and  with  fufficient  refiftance  againft  the  Salifbury  behind ; 
and  by  this  time  the  Comte  de  Provence,  with  the  Diligente,  were 
advanced  from  Pondicherry  within  a league  of  the  battle.  Never-^ 
thelefs'Mr.  D’Ache  finding  that  the  fhips  w'hich  had  bore  away  did 
not  return,  made  the  general  fignal,  and  bore  down  towards  them, 
intending  afterwards  to  take  up  the  Comte  de  Provence,  and  with  her 
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1758.  wait  the  renewal  of  the  engagement,  if  the  Englifli  chofe.  But 
the  rigging  in  the  greateft  part  of  their  line  was  fo  exceffively 
damaged,  that  the  French  outfailed  them  three  feet  to  one  ; on 
• which  Mr.  Pocock  hauled  the  flag  of  battle  down,  and  fummoned 
his  captains.  They  were  Latham  of  the  Tyger,  Somerfet  of  the 
Salilbury,  Kempenfelt  of  the  Elizabeth  with  Admiral  Stevens,  Har- 
rifon  of  the  Yarmouth  with  Mr.  Pococke,  Brereton  of  the  Cumber- 
land, Leg  of  the  Newcalfle,  and  Vincent  of  the  Weymouth. 

The  lofs  on  board  the  Englifh  fquadron  was  29  killed,  and  89 
wounded,  in  all  1 18.  In  the  Yarmouth  7 were  killed  and  32  wound- 
ed, in  the  Salifbury  8 and  1 6 ; the  Cumberland  7 and  1 3 ; none 
were  killed,  and  only  5 wounded,  in  the  Weymouth  and  Newcaflle 
together;  the  reft  fell  nearly  equal  in  the  Tyger  and  Elizabeth. 
The  killed  and  wounded  in  the  French  fquadron  amounted  by  their 
own  accounts  to  500.  In  the  Zodiac  alone  more  than  in  all  the 
Englifh  fliips,  being  35  and  115,  including  60  fcorched  by  their 
own  gun-powder ; 40  were  killed  in  the  Bien  Aime;  32  in  the, 
Moras,  13  in  the  Vengeur,  13  in  the  Saint  Louis,  12  in  the  Due 
d’Orleans,  6 in  the  Due  de  Bourgogne,  3 in  the  Sylphide,  the  Conde 
6 or  7 : the  wounded  in  all  the  Ihips,  excepting  the  Zodiac,  were 
only  twice  the  number  of  the  flain.  The  difparity  of  the  total  lofs 
was  more  than  four  to  one,  and  far  exceeded  the  difproportion  of  the 
numbers  on  board:  the  French  fquadron  having  with  the  troops 
5000,  and  the  Englifli  3200.  The  frigates  on  either  fide  fuffered 
nothing,  having  been  kept  at  a diftance  to  repeat  fignals. 

The  Yarmouth  with  the  fhips  of  the  van  had  received  fo  much 
hurt  in  their  riergins:,  that  none  could  haul  the  wind.  The  im- 
mediate  refource  was,  to  have  anchored ; but  when  the  engagement 
ended,  the  fquadron  had  got  out  of  fight  of  land,  into  25  fathom 
water,  and  the  wind  blowing  frefh  had  raifed  fuch  a heavy  fwell,  that 
the  tumbling  of  the  fhips  at  anchor  would  have  rendered  the  various 
operations  of  fetting  up  mafts,  yards,  and  flirouds,  always  difficult 
at  fea,  almofl:  imprafticable.  It  was  therefore  refblved  to  repair  under 
fail.  The  fhips  accordingly  flood  in  for  the  land  s.  w.  the  wind  flill 
at  s.  s.  E.  but  the  current  was  ftrbng  and  the  unweildy  Cumberland 
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falling  continually  to  leeward  obliged  the  others  to  abide  by  her; 
fo  that,  before  the  morning,  when  they  came  to  an  anchor  in  fhore, 
they  w^ere  a league  to  the  north  of  Sadrafs,  and  35  miles  to  the 
fouth  of  Pondicherry,  off  of  which  the  engagement  began.  The 
French  fquadron  had  fuffered  fo  much  lefs  aloft,  that  they  anchored 
at  I o at  night  in  the  road  of  Alamparva,  15  miles  to  windward  of 
the  Eno-lifh.  The  Bien  Aime  during  the  fight  had  the  flings  of  her 
fheet  anchor  fhot  awayf  v/hich  dropping,  run  out  the  cable,  which 
was  immediately  cut;  another  fhot  unperceived  had  grazed  the  upper 
coil  of  the  cable  bent  to  the  beft  bower,  with,  which  the  fhip  came  to 
anchor  at  Alamparva,  but  on  the  firft  ffrain  this  cable  parted;  a fmall 
anchor  was  immdiately  dropped,  but  w'ould  not  hold ; there  was 
no  other  ready  ; and  before  the  fails  could  be  fet,  the  fhip  w'as  driven 
into  the  furf,  and  ftrandcd  without  the  poffibility  of  recovery  ; but 
all  the  men  were  laved,  and  afterwards  mofi:  of  the  cannon  and 
ffores. 

The  firlf  hour  of  Mr.  Lully’s  arrival  at  Pondicherry  was  diftingulfhed 
by  the  exceffive  vivacity  of  his  chara6fer.  Before  the  night  clofed, 
1000  Europeans  and  as  many  Sepoys  were  on  their  march  to  Fort 
St.  David,  commanded  by  the  Count  D’Eftaign,  who  landed  with 
him  f but  fuch  was  the  hurry  to  be  in  rr;otion,  that  they  proceeded 
without  provifions,  and  their  guides  led  them  affray,  and  brought 
them  into  the  bounds  over  the  plain  to  the  weft,  where  they  did 
not  arrive  until  feven  in  the  morning : the  guard  at  the  redoubt  of 
Chimundelum  retreated  before  them  to  the  garden-houfe,  where 
was  another ; and  both  together  retired  to  the  fort,  after  five  or  fix 
were  killed.  They  wore  followed  almofi:  to  the  glacis  with  fo 
much  prefumption,  that  feven  or  eight  of  the  enemy  were  killed  by 
the  cannon  from  the  ramparts,  of  which  indeed  abundance  were 
fired  on  their  appearance.  Neverthelefs,  many  prefl:  by  hunger  re- 
mained ranfacking  the  houfes  near  the  efplanade  for  immediate 
viffuals  ; on  which  two  companies  of  Sepoys  under  the  command 
of  an  European  officer  were  fent  againfl  them  from  the  fort,  who  fired 
away  all  their  ammunition  at  too  great  a diflance  to  do  or  receive 
any  harm.  Several  fmaller  parties  of  Sepoys  were  likewife  detached 
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to  rur])rize  draggling  plunderers,  and  before  noon  brought  in  fix 
Europeans,  from  whom  an  account  of  the  enemy’s  force  w'as  ob- 
tained. In  the  afternoon  w'as  heard  the  firfl:  firing  of  the  two- 
ftjuadrons,  which  were  then  almofl  out  of  fight,  and  foon  after  dif- 
appeared. 

The  next  day  Mr.  Soupire  came  up  more  troops,  fome  heavy 
cannon,  and  a convoy  of  proxifions;  and  on  the  liril  of  May,  Mr. 
Tally  himfelf,  elcorted  by  two  comjianies  of  riullars,  arrived  at  the 
garden-hoirfe,  and  immediately  detached  the  Comte  D’Eftaigne  acrofs- 
the  river  of  Tripopalore  to  reconnoitre  and  take  pofl;  near  Cuddalore.- 
This  towm  remained  in  the  lame  condition  as  when  attacked  twelve 
years  before  bv  the  troops,  of  Dupleix  ; inclofed  on  the  three  fides- 
tow'ards  the  land  wdth  a,  rampart  and  fmall  bahions,  which  had 
neither  ditch  or  any  other  a.avanced  d.efences;  to  the  fea  it  was  open„ 
but  the  approach  on  this  fide  was  flanked  by  the  two  baflions  at  the 
extremities.  M.  D’Eflaigne  carefully  reconnoitred  the  w'alls  to  the 
land,  and  concluded  that  the  other  fide  had  the  fame  defence ; and 
not  a man  in  the  French  army  knew  enough  of  the  place  to  aflert. 
the  contrary.  The  garrifon  of  Cuddalore  confifled  of  four  com- 
panies of  Sepoys,  and  a few  aitillery-men,,  under  the  command  of 
a lieutenant  with  an  enfign  ; W'ho  were  reinforced  in  the  evening  of 
Mr.  Tally’s  arrival  by  30.  Europeans  and  fome  Tafears  from  Fort 
St.  David. 

There  were  in.  the  fort  1 50  French  prifoners  ; and  on  Mr. 
D’Eflaig^ne’s  arrival,  it  w'as  dema.nded  of  him  to  fend'  in  jijovifions 
for  their  daily  fuftenance  during  the  rmpendi'ng  fiege.  Mr.  Tall}’', 
on  the  day  after  his  arrival,  propofed  a conference  on  this  fubject, 
as  well  as  on  the  furrender  of  Cuddalore,  and  the  commandant 
Major  Polier  went  to  him;,  after  much  difcuflion,  and  fcveral  mef- 
fages  during  this  and  the  fubfequent  day,  it  was  agreed  that  Cud- 
dalore fhould  be  delivered  up  at  fun-rife  on  the  4th,  provided  a battery 
of  heavy  cannon  were  at  that  time  ready  to  open,  w:hen  the  Englifh 
garrifon  there  might,  with  their  arms  and  field-ammunition,  retire 
to  Fort  St.  David  ; and  that  the  French  prifoners  fliould  be  releafedi, 
■with  liberty  to  proceed  to  any  of  the  neutral  ports  to  the  fouth.,^ 
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where  they  were  to  remain  until  the  fate  of  Fort  St.  David  fliould 
be  decided;  on  which  their  own  was  to  depend. 

The  impatience  of  Mr.  Lally’s  temper  had  already  Ijn'ead  difcon- 
tent  through  the  fettlement  he  was  fent  to  govern.  Not  finding 
the  lame  means  and  facilities  for  military  operations  as  he  had  been 
accuftomed  to  in  the  armies  of  Europe,  he  refolved  to  create  them, 
as  it  were,  in  f|)ite  of  nature.  1 he  different  caffs  of  the  Indian  re- 
ligion being  appropriated  to  fpecific  and  hereditary  vocations,  many 
of  them  are  entirely  prohibited  from  fervile  offices  and  hard  labour ; 
and  of  thofe  allotted  to  fuch  occupations,  each  muff  abide  by  that 
alone  to  which  he  was  born.  The  hufbandman  would  be  difhonoured 
by  employing  his  mattock  excepting  in  the  field  he  is  to  low;  and  even 
lower  races  have  their  diftinefions,  infomuch  that  the  cooley,  who 
carries  a burden  on  his  head,  u ill  not  carry  it  on  his  fliouldcr:  di- 
ffinflions  likewife  prevail  amongff  the  foldiery,  for  the  man  \\  ho 
rides,  will  not  cut  the  grafs  that  is  to  feed  his  horfe;  nor  at  this  time 
would  the  Sepoy  dig  the  trench  ^^'hich  was  to  protedf  him  from  a 
cannon-ball  : hence  the  numerous  train  of  followers  and  attendants 
which  always  accompanies  a camp  in  India.  Another  embarraffinent 
likewife  aril'es  from  the  want  of  horfes  proper  for  draught,  w hich  is  but 
ill  fnpplied  by  the  feeble  bullocks  of  the  countrs^  ; nor  are  fufficient 
numbers  even  of  them  properly  trained  to  l)e  purchafed  on  emergency. 
Excepting  in  the  fiege  of  Pondicherry  In'  Mr.  Bolcaw'en,  thefe  defects 
had  not  been  much  felt  in  the  hofiilities  between  the  two  nations, 
becaule  mutual ; and  fix  field-pieces  generally  decided  a battle;  two 
of  battering  cannon,  the  fate  of  a fortrefs:  but  another  w'arfare  w'as 
now  to  enfue,  for  the  redu6fion  of  Fort  St.  Da\'id  required  a regular 
fiege.  'Fhe  hurry  with  which  Mr.  Lally  had  obliged  the  firfi;  di- 
vifion  to  march  againft  Cuddalore,  left  no  time  to  colleft  the  ne- 
ceffiary  number  of  coolies  and  other  attendants  in  Pondicherry  ; on 
which  he  ordered  the  deficiency  to  be  lu])plied  by  the  Indian  inha- 
bitants of  the  town,  a number  of  wdiom  were  prefied,  and- employ- 
ed without  diftincflion,  in  carrying  burthens,  and  other  fuch  lervices. 
The  violence  created  terror  ; the  dilgrace,  indignation,  Mr.  Deley- 
rit,  and  the  council,  -who  Eill  retained  their  fun6tions,  ‘but  under 
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1758.  the  controul  of  Mr.  Lally,  reprefented  the  inconveniencies  which 
might  arife  from  alienating  the  attachment  of  the  natives ; but  their 
remonftrance  drew  his  refentment  on  themfelves,  mixed  with  fuf- 
picions,  that  they  only  wiflied  to  protedl  thole  who  were  fubfervient 
to  their  own  emoluments  and  advantages  in  the  government.  The 
Ifrain  of  this  exertion  only  diminillied  the  effed  ; and  the  cannon 
and  ftores  followed  fo  flowly,  'that  as  foon  as  the  troops  had  taken 
polTeffion  of  Ciiddalore,  Mr.  Lally  returned  to  Pondicherry,  in  order 
to  accelerate  their  arrival  by  the  fame  means  which  had  already  been 
employed  with  lb  little  fuccefs. 

The  fquadron  with  Mr.  Dh-Vche  w^ere  fix  days  in  working  up 
from  Alamparva  to  the  road  of  Pondicherry,  where  they  anchored 
on  the  fixth  of  hlay.  The  troops  were  immediately  landed,  and  as 
fafl:  as  they  came  on  Ihore  marched  off  for  Fort  St.  David  ; and  the 
heavy  artillery  and  ammunition,  for  want  of  means  by  land,  were 
embarked,  to  be  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Panar,  which  lies 
about  a mile  to  the  north  of  Fort  St.  David.  The  park  of  artillery 
was  formed  at  the  Garden-houfe.  hlr.  Lally  returned  to  Cuddalore 
on  the  14th,  and  in  the  enfuing  night  the  engineers  began  to  ere6l 
a battery  for  two  24  pounders,  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river  of 
Bandapollam  ; they  were  only  intended  to  fire  plunging-fhot  into  the 
fort,  being  1000  yards  diffant  from  the  walls:  neverthelefs  the 
garrifon  fired  abundantly  dni'ing  this  and  the  fucceeding  night  to  in- 
terrupt the  work. 

Three  confiderable  rivers,  coming  from  the  wefiward,  gain  the 
fea  in  the  fpace  of  four  miles  within  the  bounds  of  Fort  St.  David  i 
the  bed  of  the  Panar  lies  about  1800  yards  to  the  north  of  the  river 
of  Tripapolore,  and  the  two  communicate  by  a canal  which  runs 
nearly  parallel  to,  and  about  1000  yards  diffant  from,  the  margin  of 
the  fea.  Fort  St.  David  ffands  in  the  angle  where  the  canal  joins 
the  river  of  Tripapolore  ; which  paffeth  clofe  to  the  fouth  face  of  the 
fort,  and  there  fends  off  to  the  fouth  an  arm  that  foon  joins  the  river 
•of  Bandapollam,  when  both  united  in  one  channel  continue  along 
the  eaftern  fide  of  Cuddalore,  feparated  from  the  fea  by  a mound  of 
fand.  The  waters  of  Tripapolore  and  Bandapollam  prote<ffed  the 
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fort  from  the  regular  approach  of  trenches  on  the  fouth  ; but  on  the  1758. 
weft  and  north  the  ground  prefented  rather  more  advantages  than 
obftacles  to  an  enemy. 

By  many  additions  and  improvements  Fort  St.  David  was  now  be- 
come a fortification  armed  at  all  points  ; but  the  original  defed  of 
want  of  fpace  in  the  body  of  the  place  ftill  remained;  being  only  140 
feet  from  w.  to  E.  and  390  from  n.  to  s.  The  four  baftions  at  the 
angles  mounted  each  1 2 guns.  The  curtains,  as  w^ell  as  the  baftions, 
were  furrounded  by  a fauflebray  with  a brick  parapet.  The  out- 
w'orks  were,  a horn-wmrk  to  the  north,  mounting  34  guns  ; two  large 
ravelins,  one  on  the  eaft,  the  other  on  the  weft  ; a ditch  round  all, 

Avhich  had  a cuvette  cut  along  the  middle,  and  W'as  fupplied  with 
water  from  the  river  of  Tripapolore  ; the  fcarp  and  counter-fcarp  of 
the  ditch  faced  with  brick  ; a broad  covered  w^ay  excellently  palli- 
faded,  with  arrows  at  the  falient  angles  commanding  the  glacis,  and 
the  glacis  itfelf  was  provided  with  vvell-conftru6ted  mines.  All  thefe 
works,  excepting  the  horn-wmrk,  were  planned  by  Mr.  Robins,  but 
the  horn-work  was  raifed  before  his  arrival  in  India  with  much  i^no- 
ranee  and  expence,  the  whole  being  of  folid  mafonry,  and  the  ram- 
part too  narrow  to  admit  the  free  recoil  of  the  guns.  The  ground  to 
the  north  of  the  fort,  included  by  the  fea,  the  rivers  of  Panar  and  Tri- 
papolore, and  the  canal  which  joins  them,  is  a plot  of  fand,  rifing  in 
feveral  parts  into  large  hillocks,  which  afford  good  ftielter  againft  the 
fort.  On  the  edge  of  the  canal,  1300  yards  to  the  north  of  the  fort, 
ftood  an  obfolete  redoubt,  called  Chuckly-point.  It  was  of  mafonry, 
fquare,  mounted  eight  guns,  and  in  the  area  were  lodgments  for  the 
guard  : the  entrance  was  a pallifaded  gate  under  an  arch,  but  the 
redoubt  was  not  enclofed  by  a ditch.  About  200  yards  to  the  right 
of  this  ftood  another  fuch  redoubt,  on  a fand-hill  called  Patcharee. 

Four  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  thefe  redoubts  was  another  fand- 
hill,  much  larger  than  that  of  Patcharee,  on  which  the  Dutch  had  a 
faeftory-boufe  called  Thevenapatam  ; but  the  houfe  had  lately  been 
demolifhed  ; and  a fafeine  battery  of  five  guns  W'as  raifed  on  the  hill. 

In  a line  on  the  left  of  this  hill,  and  on  the  brink  of  the  canal,  was  a 
gateway,  with  a narrow  rampart  and  battlements,  which  commanded 
, a bridge 
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a bridge  immediately  under  it,  leading  over  the  canal.  The  garrilon 
'in  Fort  St.  David  conlifled  of  1600  natives,  Sepoys,  Lafcars,  and  To- 
pafTes  ; 619  Europeans,  of  whom  286  were  efFeflive  ; 83  penfioners 
or  infirm  ; and  250  were  feamen,  the  crews  of  the  Triton  and  Bridg- 
water, w'hich  had  run  afHore  on  the  appearance  of  the  French  fqua- 
dron. 

Intelligence  was  obtained  on  the  r 5th  that  the  enemy  intended  on 
the  enfuing  night  to  attack  all  the  polls  on  the  fand  ; on  which  they 
were  reinforced,  to  the  number  of  80  Europeans  and  700  Sepoys.  At 
fun-fet,  the  French  troops  marched  from  Cuddalore  to  the  garden- 
houfe,  and  at  nine  o’clock  from  thence  in  three  divifions,  which  halted 
at  fome  diftance  from  the  canal,  waiting  the  fignal  to  attack.  The 
divifion  on  the  right  was  to  force  and  take  poffeffion  of  the  gateway 
oppofite  to  the  hill  of  The\'enapatam ; the  center  was  to  ford  the  ca- 
rnal, and  march  againd:  Chuckley-point ; and  the  divifion  to  the  left 
croffing  the  canal  where  it  joins  the  river  Panar,  was  to  come  down 
■and  ftorm  Patcharee  ; but  the  center  and  the  left  were  not  to  begin 
their  attack  before  the  right  was  engaged.  The  fignal  was  made  by 
a rocket  at  ten  o’clock,  and  at  the  fame  inflant  a ftrong  fire  com- 
menced againft  the  fort  itfelf,  from  five  guns  on  the  ramparts  of 
Cuddalore,  the  two  on  the  battery  on  the  bank  of  the  Bandapollam 
river,  and  from  two  heavy  mortars  on  the  weff.  This  annoyance  was 
intended  to  dilfradt  the  attention  of  the  garrilon,  and  fucceeded,  for 
they  returned  it  with  much  violence,  although  w'ith  more  uncertainty. 
The  divifion  on  the  right  advancing  to  the  attack  of  the  Thevenapa- 
tam  gateway,  was  unexpe6tedly  flopped  by  the  want  of  the  bridge, 
which  had  been  deferoyed,  and  the  canal  hereabouts  was  not  fordable; 
nor  could  the  center  divilion  find  the  ford  they  expedled.  The  polls 
on  the  fand  were  now  alarmed,  but  the  two  diy-hions,  neverthelefs, 
flood  on  their  ground,  waiting  for  intelligence  from  the  divilion  on 
the  left,  which  was  led  by  the  Count  D’Eflaign,  who  foon  after 
lent  w^ord  that  he  had  croffed  with  eafe  at  the  head  of  the  canal  ; 
on  which -the  center  moved  up  thither,  and  crolTed  after  him,  whilfl 
the  third  -di\ifion  continued  before  the  gateway,  to  keep  the 
troops  there  and  at  Thevenapatam  from  reinforcing  the  two  points. 
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'They  were  both  attacked  at  the  fame  time  with  numbers  fullicient  to  1 758. 
aifaultall  round  at  once,  and  in  half  an  hour  both  were  carried  ; two 
officers  and  all  the  Europeans  were  made  prifoners,.  but  moft  of  the 
Sepoys  ran  away.  The  two  divifions  together  then  marched  againft 
the  battery  on  the  hill  of  Thevenapatam.  This  attack  commenced 
at  one  in  the  morning,  and  was  rehfted  with  much  fpirit  until  three, 
when  the  enemy  got  poffeffion  of  the  battery  ; where,  likewife,  the 
Europeans  were  taken,  and  the  Sepoys  efcaped.  The  fire  from  the 
fort  deterred  the  enemy  from  continuing  at  Thevenapatam;  and  they 
retired  to  the  two  points,  which  they  fupported  with  400  men,  fhel- 
tered  behind  tlie  hillock  of  Patcharee.  None  of  the  Sepoys  who  had 
fled  returned  into  the  fort,  but  efcaped  along  the  fea-fhore  acrofs  the 
river  Panar. 

At  day-light  a detachment  from  the  fort  took  pofTeffion  of  the  bat- 
tery again  ; on  which  the  enemy  immediately  reinforced  the  troops  at 
the  points  with  5 or  600  men  from  the  camp  at  the  garden-houfe  ; 
which  fufficiently  indicated  another  attack  on  the  battery,  and  to 
avoid  it  the  detachment  was  prudently  recalled,  together  with  the 
guard  at  the  gateway  on  the  canal.  At  night  the  enemy  broke  ground, 
carrying  on  a trench  of  communication  between  Chuckley  and  Pat- 
charee points  ; and  although  the  exceffive  heat  of  the  weather  ought 
to  have  referred  this  fervice  to  the  night,  it  continued  through  the  twa 
fuccecding  clays,  and  by  the  night  of  the  19th  the  work  was  advanced 
to  the  hill  of  Thevenapatam,  extending  in  the  whole  800  yards.  Five, 
mortars  from  the  wefl  opened  at  the  fame  time  as  the  trenches  were 
begun  ; but  no  cannon  were  fired  excepting  thofe  on  the  ramparts  of 
Cuckialore,  from  which  one  fhot  on  the.  i8th  killed  Lieutenant 
Davis,  two  ferjeants,  and  five  black  men.  On  the  20th,  the  enemy 
opened  another  trench  leading  from  the  W'efl:  fide  of  the  hill  of  The- 
venepatam  to  the  gateway  on  the  canal,  and  repaired  the  bridge  there: 
they  likewife  eftablifhed  two  twelve  pounders  amongfl:  the  ruins  of 
fome  fiffiermen’s  huts  on  the  beach,  which  commanded  the  entrance 
into  the  river  of  Tripapolore  from  admitting  any  boats  from  thefea. 

'Fhefe  guns  were  flreltered  from  the  fort  by  two  hillocks  of  land,  but 
had  no  communication  with  the  enemy’s  lines,  and  were  left,  to  the 
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guard  of  the  artillerymen  alone,  who  being  few,  the  garrifon  de- 
tached 6o  Sepoys  and  fome  Europeans  at  1 1 the  next  day,  to  attack 
them ; but  the  fally  only  produced  a little  (kirmithing. 

By  this  time,  all  the  black  artificers  and  menials  had  quitted  the 
fort;  and  of  the  whole  body  of  Sepoys,  only  200  remained  ; the  want 
of  them  laid  the  flrain  of  duty  much  heavier  on  the  Europeans  ; of 
whom  little  fervice  was  derived  from  the  feamen,  as  not  beins:  fub- 
ject  to  the  fame  controul  as  the  foldiery.  On  the  2 2d,  an  Englifh 
fhip  anchored,  and  for  want  of  boatmen  to  carry  a letter  to  her,  the 
fort  warned  her  danger  by  firing  fhot  at  her,  on  which  fhe  failed  out 
of  the  road.  The  enemy  continued  until  the  26th,  employed  in  con- 
fi:ru6ting  four  batteries,  and  in  pufhing  on  their  trenches,  which  they 
carried  from  the  hill  of  Thevenapatam  obliquely  towards  the  north- 
eaft  angle  of  the  glacis  ; during  which,  the  five  mortars  to  the  weft, 
and  the  guns  from  Cuddalore  continued  the  only  annoyance.  The 
fort  continued  to  lavifir  away  their  fire  night  and  day  on  every  thing 
they  faw,  heard,  or  fufpedted  ; by  which  20  carriages  of  their  own 
guns  were  difabled,  and  the  works  themfelves  fliaken.  About  mid- 
night of  the  26th,  a battery  of  feven  guns,  added  to  that  of  the  five 
mortars  to  the  weft,  was  opened,  and  kept  up  a conftant  fire.  The 
next  night  fbme  of  the  failors  broke  open  the  treafury,  not  to  take  the 
money,  but  fome  arrack,  with  which  they  got  exceedingly  drunk, 
and,  according  to  their  regulations,  could  only  be  puniftred  by  con- 
finement. 

By  the  30th,  the  enemy  had  advanced  their  trenches  to  within 
200  yards  of  the  glacis  ; and  in  the  fame  day  finiihed  and  opened 
the  three  other  batteries;  one  of  three  guns,  with  five  mortars,  againft 
the  angle  of  the  north-weft  baftion  ; another  of  fix  guns  and  four 
mortars  on  the  hill  of  Thevenapatam,  facing  the  front  of  the  horn- 
work  ; the  third  of  four  guns,  about  300  yards  to  the  fouth-eaft 
of  Thevenapatam,,  and  nearly  oppofite  to  the  angle  of  the  north- 
eaft  baftion.  The  former  battery  to  the  weft  continued  to  enfilade 
the  north  face  ; and  the  defences  on  this  fide  had  already  fuffered  fo 
much,  as  well  from  the  fhock  of  their  own  firing,  as  from  the  fhot 
2-  ' and 
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and  fhellsof  the  enemy,  that  they  could  barely  return  the  fame  num- 
ber of  guns  ; and  the  encreafing  want  of  powder  left  none  to  Ipare 
agalnft  the  Ihot  from  Cuddalore,  and  the  two  guns  on  the  bank  of  the 
river  of  Bandapollam.  The  enemy’s  bombs  had  likewife  ruined  the 
refervoirs  and  the  only  well  of  good  water  in  the  fort,  and  that  in  the 
ditch  was  too  brackifli  to  be  drunk. 

All  hopes  were  now  turned  to  the  fquadron  ; the  garrifon  knew 
by  letters,  which  had  efcaped  the  enemy,  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  late 
engagement,  and  no  conjectures  could  account  for  the  long  delay  of 
their  return.  Mr.  Pococke,  as  foon  as  he  anchored  of  Sadrafs  on  the 
29th  of  April,  difpatched  a boat  with  advices  to  Madrafs,  and  requeft- 
ed,  that  all  the  recovered  feamen  in  the  hofpital,  and  as  many  Lafcars 
as  could  be  fpared,  might  be  fent  to  reftore  the  lofs  which  had  been  fuf- 
tained.  About  100  of  each  were  fent  the  next  day,  the  Lafcars  by 
land,  the  feamen  in  malToolas.  It  was  fix  days  before  they  got  on 
board  ; and  on  the  7 th  of  May  the  fquadron  weighed  ; but,  proving 
after  three  days  trial,  that  they  could  not  advance  againll:  the  wind 
and  current  by  working  in  fiiore,  they  put  to  fea,  and  in  fifteen  days 
got  to  the  windward  of  Fort  St.  David,  into  the  latitude  of  9.  30. ; 
but  the  wind  at  this  time  rofe  fo  ftrong  from  the  wefl,  that  the  Cum- 
berland could  not  bear  up  againfi:  it,  without  encreafing  her  leaks  fo 
much,  that  it  became  necefiary  to  let  her  drive;  and  as  the  other  Ihips 
were  obliged  to  keep  her  company,  the  fquadron,  inftead  of  reaching 
Fort  St.  David,  fell  to  leeward  as  far  as  Alamparvah,  where  they 
anchored  on  the  26th  of  May.  Here  they  obtained  no  intelligence, 
for  the  place  belonged  to  the  French,  who  fiiffered  no  boats  to  go  offc 
and  thofe  belonging  to  (hips  cannot  land  through  thefurf.  The  wind 
having  abated,  the  fquadron  weighed  anchor  again  the  fame  day,  and 
plied  to  the  fouthward  with  the  land  and  fea  breezes,  which  were  fc> 
faint,  that  they  only  gained  four  leagues  in  two  days,  when  on  the 
28th  they  difcovered  the  French  fquadron  at  anchor  in  the  road  of 
Pondicherry,  which  had  remained  there  ever  fince  their  arrival,  wait- 
ing the  recovery  of  their  fick  and  wounded,  of  which  conditions,  but 
principally  of  their  fick,  near  a thoufand  were  incapable  of  duty.  The 
VoL.  11.  2 R appearance 
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1758.  appearance  of  the  Englifli  fquadron  fpread  no  little  alarm.  Mr. 
D’Ache  immediately  convened  a council  of  his  captains,  with  the 
governor  and  council  of  the  town,  who  refolved,  that  it  was  mofl  ex- 
pedient for  the  Ihips  to  remain  moored  as  clofe  as  pofiible  to  the  fliore, 
that  they  might  receive  the  affiftance  of  the  guns  along  the  ftrand  : 
but  this  refolution  was  not  valid  until  approved  by  Mr.  Tally  ; who. 
inftantly  went  from  the  camp  to  Pondicherry,  ordering  a detachment 
of  400  Euro})eans  to  follow  him  as  fafl  as  they  could  march.  He 
arrived  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  conx  ened  the  ufual  council, 
and  tenJei  ed  the  detachment,  with  the  lame  number  of  Sejioys  and 
Lafears,  to  ferve  on  board  the  fnips,  and  protefted  againft  the  dif- 
grace  of  not  meeting  the  Englifh  Iquadron  in  the  open  fea.  This 
reinforcement  changed  the  former  refolution.  Mr.  Tally  returned 
to  the  camp  in  the  evening  ; and  the  next  day  Mr.  D’Ache,  with 
the  eight  .principal  fhlps,  now  manned  with  330c  men,  weighed  an- 
chor, but,  inflea J of  bearing  down  on  Mr.  Pococke,  who  could  not 
workup  to  him,  kept  the  wind,  plying  for  Fort  St.  D^vid. 

The  befiegers  during  this  day  kept  up  an  incellant  fire  from  21 
pieces  of  cannon  and  13  mortars,  which  every  hour  became  fuperior 
to  that  of  the  fort ; not  for  want  of  mounted  artillery,  but  of  ammu- 
nition, of  which  fuch  quantities  had  been  lavifhed  away  when  no  ade- 
quate effeiSl  could  be  expended,  that  the  garrifon  was  obliged  to  fpare 
it  now,  in  the  hour  of  need  and  real  ufe.  On  the  ift  of  June  the  fire 
continued  with  fuch  increafing  fuperiority,  that  the  failors,  and  even 
the  artillery  men,  at  times,  quitted  their  guns.  At  noon,  the  French 
iquadron  were  percci\  ed  working  towards  the  road,  and  by  the  clofe 
of  the  evening,  the  enemy  had  carried  on  their  trenches  to  the  foot 
of  the  glacis  oppolite  to  the  fallent  angle  of  the  n.e.  baftion,  where 
they  began  to  ereff  a battery,  and  all  the  embrafures  in  the  fort  which 
commanded  this  fpot  were  ruined,  and  their  guns  either  difmounted 
or  withdrawn  : fo  that  the  enemy  might  foon  make  a lodgement  in 
the  covered  way;  but  could  get  no  farther  until  the  ditch  was  drain- 
ed or  filled  up.  Neverthelefs,  it  W’as  apprehended,  that  the  French 
fquadron  might  land  a great  number  of  men,  with  whom  the  troops 
5 , oii 
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on  fhore  would  make  a general  afTault,  which  the  garrifon  or  defences  1758. 
were  not  deemed  in  a condition  to  rehfl:.  On  which,  Major  Polier, 
and  Mr.  Wynch,  the  temporary  governor,  thought  it  neceffary  to 
hold  a council  of  w’ar,  in  which  it  was  unanimoufly  decided,  that  they 
ought  to  capitulate  on  the  bed:  terms  they  could  make,  and  articles 
were  prepared  ; however,  the  defence  was  continued  through  the 
night,  and  until  ten  the  next  day,  in  the  Iblicitous,  but  difappoiiited 
expectation  of  feeing  the  Englilh  fquadron  : a flag  of  truce  was  then 
hoifled,  INlajor  Polier  and  one  of  the  company’s  agents  went  out,  and 
returned  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  with  the  articles  altered  by  Mr. 

Lally,  which  it  was  agreed  to  accept.  At  fix  in  the  evening,  a com- 
pany of  French  grenadiers  were  admitted  into  the  fort,  and  the  gar- 
rifon marched  with  drums  and  colours  to  the  foot  of  the  glacis,  where 
they  grounded  their  arms,  and  furrendered  themfelves  and  their  en- 
figns  to  the  French  line  drawn  up  to  receive  them.  They  were, 
with  all  convenient  Ipeed,  conduced  to  Pondicherry,  where  it  was 
ftipulated  they  fhould  remain,  until  an  equal  number  of  French  pri- 
foners  were  delivered  there,  when  the  Englifh  were  to  be  lent  to  Ma- 
drafs,  or  Devi  Cotah,  at  the  option  of  Mr.  Lally.  He  rejedled  the 
propofal,  that  Fort  St.  David  fhould  not  be  demolilhed  during  the  war, 
and,  in  confequence  of  inftrudlions  from  France,  immediately  order- 
ed all  the  fortifications  to  be  razed  to  the  ground.  The  French  offi- 
cers, on  contemplating  the  works,  were  furprized  at  the  facility  of 
their  conqueft,  not  having  lofl:  twenty  men  by  the  fire  of  the  place, 
although  more  by  ficknefs,  and  llrokes  of  the  fun,  in  the  trenches. 

The  F'rench  fquadron  anchored  in  the  road  the  evening  after  the  fun- 
render,  when  Mr.  D’Ache  landed,  and  having  conferred  with  Mr. 

Lally,  weighed  anchor  on  the  4th,  and  flood  to  the  fouthward,  in  or- 
der to  cruize  off  Ceylon. 

The  army  before  Fort  St.  David  confifled  of  2500  Europeans,  ex- 
clufive  of  officers,  and  about  the  fame  number  of  Sepoys.  In  order 
to  complete  this  amount,  and  to  leave  in  Pondichei'ry  a force  fufficient 
to  make  head  againfl  any  motions  from  Madrals,  Mr.  Lally  had 
drained  all  the  out-pofls  and  garrifons  in  the  Carnatic,  to  a fourth  of 
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1758.  their  ordinary  guards  ; and  had  recalled  the  whole  garrlfon  of  Sering- 
ham,  having  agreed  to  deliver  over  this  place  to  the  brother  of  Hy- 
dernaig,  who  arrived  with  a party  of  Mylbreans  from  Dindigul,  and 
took  poffeffion  of  it  on  the  17th  of  May,  when  the  French  troops 
marched  away  for  Fort  St.  David.  They  conlifted  of  100  Europeans 
and  1 500  Sepoys  : hut  one  half  of  the  Sepoys  deferted  on  the  road, 
for  fear  of  the  unufual  fcrvices  to  which  they  heard  thofe  in  the  camp 
were  applied  ; having  for  the  f rft  time  been  employed  in  throwing 
up  earth  in  the  trenches  ; on  which  the  reft,  with  the  Europeans, 
were  ordered  to  halt  at  Chilambarum,  where  they  were  joined  dur- 
ing the  fiege  by  2CO  Europeans  from  the  camp.  This  force  was  in- 
tended to  iuccour  Karical,  in  cate  the  Englilh  Iquadron  fliould  make  a 
defcent  there.  As  loon  as  Fort  St.  David  capitulated,  Mr.D’Eftaign 
was  detached,  with  fome  more  troops  and  cannon,  to  join,  and  pro- 
ceed with  them  againft  Devi  Cotah  ; but  this  officer,  on  good  intel- 
ligence, left  the  cannon  at  Chilambrum,  and  on  the  4th  appeared 
with  the  troops  before  Devi  Cotah,  which  the  garrifon  abandoned  on 
his  approach.  Jt  confifred  of  30  Europeans,  and  600  Sepoys  i they 
marched  away  through  the  Tanjore  country  to  Tritchinopoly. 

As  foon  as  Devi  Cotah  was  taken,  the  army  returned  with  all  ex- 
pedition from  Fort  St.  David  to  Pondicherry,  and  on  the  evening  of 
the  7th,  Mr.  Tally  made  a triumphant  entry,  which  had  been  con- 
certed, into  the  town,  and  proceeded  to  a magnificent  Deum^ 
which  was  followed  by  a fumptuous  entertainment  immediately 
after  which,  he  renewed  his  bickerings  with  Mr.  Deleyrit  and  the 
Council,  becaufe  the  public  treafure  was  almoft  exhauffed  ; not 
without  accufations  that  they  had  diverted  it  to  their  own  emolu- 
ments. 

The  Englifla  fquadroii  faw  the  French  fet  fail  from  the  road  of 
Pondicherry  ; but,  kept  back  by  the  Cumberland,  lofl,  inftead  of 
gaining  ground,  and  fell  to  leeward  again  as  far  as  Alamparva,  off 
which  place,  Mr.  Pococke  received  on  the  5th  a letter,  difpatched 
by  the  Engliffi  agent  at  Sadrals,  informing  him  of  the  lots  of 
Fort  St.  David.  At  this  time  the  fquadron  had  not  more  than 
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five  days  confiimptlon  of  water  on  board  : and  the  only  port  to  the 
fouthvvard,  where  it  could  be  fupplied  with  fufficient  expedition,  June, 
was  the  Dutch  fettlement  of  Negapatam  ; which^  being  100  miles 
to  windward,  they  w'ere  not  likely  to  reach  in  lefs  than  10  days;  , 

Mr.  Pococke,  theicfore,  bore  away,  and  anchored  the  next  day  in 
the  road  of  Madrafs. 

Abdul wahab,  the  Nabob’s  brother,  on  the  return  of  his  troops 
from  Terpatore,  where  Armetrow  was  killed  in  February,  had  pa- 
raded them  again  about  Chandergherry  in  the  lame  herpes  as  before 
of  intimidating  the  renter  of  Tripetti;  but,  Ifill  continuing  him- 
felf  afraid  of  the  Eiiglilh  Sepoys  Rationed  at  Trepafifore,  refrained 
from  hoftilities,  and  tried  proffers  of  money,  which  the  renters  re- 
fufed,  and  advifed  him  to  a reconciliation  wdth  his  brother.  The 
polTelfion  of  Tripetti  had  always  been  the  objedf  of  every  adven- 
turer who  faw  any  chance  of  fuccefs ; becaufe  its  revenue,  equal  to 
30,000  pounds  a year,  arifing  from  the  contributions  of  devotion, 
is  always  more  certain  than  that  of  any  harvelf  in  the  Carnatic  ; 
and  the  acquifition  was  loon  after  attempted  with  more  earneftnefs 
than  the  fchemes  of  Abdulwahab.  Before  the  departure  of  Bala- 
ventrow  from  the  country  of  Cudapah,  two  officers  of  diftindlion, 
named  Ragava  Cherry  and  Balakiflfen  Saufiry,  arrived  with  a com- 
miffion  from  Balagerow,  to  fuperintend  the  chout  or  tribute  to  the 
Morratoes  from  tiie  Carnatic;  in  confequence  of  which  they  alked 
Balaventrow  for  a body  of  troops  to  proceed  by  military  execution. 

He  reful'ed,  alleging,  that  he  had  already  fettled  this  bufinefs  with 
the  Nabob  ot  Arcot,  who  had  given  no  new  occafion  of  offence  ; 
and,  on  his  departure  to  Sirpi,  inflru6fed  his  lucceffor  not  to  permit 
any  hoftilities.  The  two  officers,  difappointed,  levied  500  horle 
and  1 030  foot,  of  thole  who  had  been  in  the  fervice  of  the  late  Na- 
bob of  Cudapah,  but  dilbanded  after  his  death  ; and  proceeded  with 
them  to  the  country  of  the  Polygar  of  Matlavar,  which  extends 
along  the  river  Kandeler  to  the  n.  w.  of  the  difirifls  of  Tripetti, 
and  a part  inferts  itfelf  between  the  counties  of  Damerla  Venka- 
tipy  Naigue,  and  Bangar  Yatcham,  as  far  as  a pal's  in  the  moun- 
tains called  Cara  Canambaca,  which  is  within  twenty  miles  of  the 
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pagoda.  The  renter  polled  7 or  800  peons  in  thej)ars,who  kept  the 
adventurers  and  their  force  at  bay,  although  joined  by  the  troops  of 
Matlavar,  until  the  beginning  of  May  ; when  they  forced  their  way 
through;  and,  on  , the  5th,  attacked  the  town  of  Tripetti,  where 
the  renter  flood  his  ground,  with  only  300  Sepoys  and  500  Peons  ; 
but  had  fecured  them  under  the  cover  of  garden-walls  from  the  im- 
preffon  of  the  enemy’s  horfe,  when  Ragavacherry  expofing  hirafelf 
intemperately  in  endeavouring  to  encourage  them,  was  fliot  dead,  on 
^vhich  all  his  followers  ran  away,  although  only  10  men,  befides 
himfelf,  had  been  killed  : he  fell  near  the  place  where  Mahomed 
Comaul  was  killed,  five  years  before,  in  the  fame  attempt. 

This  was  the  only  event  of  any  rifque,  which  had  happened  in 
the  Nabob’s  territory,  fince  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Lallv  ; for  the  great 
draughts  of  men  which  had  been  made  from  the  French  forts  on 
the  frontier  to  carry  on  the  fiege  of  St.  David,  had  reduced  their 
garrifons  to  the  incapacity  of  attempting  any  thing  beyond  tranfi- 
tory  excurfions  to  plunder.  But  the  Englifh  prefidency  now  con- 
cluding that  the  French  army  would  march  againfl  Madrafs  imme- 
diately after  their  fuccefs  at  St.  David,  delayed  no  longer  to  give 
their  final  orders  for  the  retreat  of  their  own  garrifons  with 
the  dependant  out-guards,  from  Carangoly,  Chinglapet,  Conje- 
veram,  Covrepauk,  and  Arcot,  which  had  previoufly  fent  in  their 
artillery  and  flores,  referving  only  as  much  mufket-ammunition  as 
w'as  uecefifary  for  the  march.  Arcot  and  Covrepauk  were  delivered 
to  the  Nabob’s  troops,  of  which  a body  were  remaining  in  the  city; 
Conjeveram  and  Chinglapet  to  the  peons  of  the  refpedlive  renters ; 
and  the  partizan  Murzafabeg,  leaving  only  a few  of  his  men  in 
Trivatore,  went  with  the  reft  into  Carangoly.  The  Englifh  garri- 
fons having  united  at  Chinglapet,  came  in  together  on  the  7th  of 
June,  the  day  after  the  return  of  the  fquadron : they  amounted  to 
250  Europeans  and  2000  Sepoys;  but  the  garrifons  of  Pondamelee 
and  Tripalfore,  confifting  only  of  Sepoys,  were  not  withdrawn, 
becaufe  they  protedled  a valuable  diftricl  from  the  incurfions  of  the 
adjacent  Polygars,  and  might  at  all  times  retire  to  Madrafs,  before 
any  detachment  from  the  French  ftations  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
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Paliar,  could  arrive  to'  cut  off  their  retreat.  Frequent  debates  had 
been  held  in  the  council  concerning  the  expediency  of  withdrawing 
the  garrifon  of  Tritchinopoly,  which  it  was  refolved  to  poftpone 
until  the  laft  extremity  ; but  in  the  interval  the  commandant  Ma- 
homed IfToof  was  ordered,  after  leaving  a fufficient  force  in  Palam- 
cotah,  to  move  towards  Madura,  and  even  to  march  to  Tritchinopoly 
itfelf  on  the  fird:  fumrnons  from  Captain  Calliaud.  This  officer,  on 
the  1 6th  of  May,  the  day  after  the  French  garrifon  had  quitted  the 
pagoda  of  Seringham  to  the  Mylbreans,  fummoned  them  to  fur- 
render  it,  and  detached  his  fecond.  Captain  Joleph  Smith,  with  a 
party,  to  take  pofl;  in  Jumbakiftna.  The  Myforeans  replied  by 
firing  cannon  from  Seringham  againft  this  place,  which  were 
anfvvered  the  next  day  by  a bombardment  from  two  mortars  ; and  in 
the  enfuing  night  they  abandoned  Seringham,  leaving  a confiderable 
quantity  of  military  {lores,  and  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  which  the 
French  had  left  to  them  : they  returned  from  whence  they  came,  to 
Dindigul.  Calliaud  immediately  took  pofTeffion  of  the  pagoda,  and 
garrifoned  it  with  500  Sepoys. 

Mr.  Tally,  notwithllanding  his  wrangles,  confulted  Mr.  Deleyrit 
and  the  jefuit  Lavaur  concerning  the  future  operations  of  the  field, 
hladrafs  feeraed  the  immediate  and  mod:  important  temptation;  for, 
notwithflanding  the  utmofl:  exertions,  many  of  the  elfential  parts  of 
its  fortifications  dill  remained  incomplete;  and  the  defence  of  Fort. 
St.  David  had  railed  in  Mr.  Tally  a contemptible  opinion,  of  the 
Englidi  troops  in  India  : but  Pondicherry  could  not  immediately  fur- 
nifli  money  to  fupport  the  campaign,  nor  means  to  tranfport  by 
land  the  vad  quantity  of  artillery  and  dores  necedary  for  the  liege, 
which  could  not  be  conveyed  with  any  certainty  in  the  fhips  of  the 
French  fquadron,  whild  the  Engliffi  kept  the  fea.  The  Nabob’s 
country  to  the  north  of  Chittapett  and  Vandiwafh,  by  the  retreat  of 
the  Englilh  garrifons,  prefented  a mpeh  eafier  conqued,  and  the 
chance  of  no  inconfiderable  revenue,  with  the  advantage  of  prefling 
Madrals  Itfelf  by  a variety  of  didredes  ; but  Mr.  Tally  could  not 
brook  the  dow,  althouo;h  certain  means  of  colleblinsr  monev,  wffiich 
would  have  aiifen  from  this  expedition.  Yielding  therefore  to  the 
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advice  of  father  Lavaur,  he  preferred  another,  from  which  they  ex- 
pected to  get  more,  with  equal  eafe,  in  a much  Ihorter  time. 

The  king  of  Tanjore,  when  befieged  by  the  army  of  Murzafajing 
•and  Chundalaheb  with  the  French  tioops  in  1751,  had  compounded 
the  arrears  of  his  tribute,  and  had  given  Chundafaheb  a bond  for 
5,600,000  ruj)ees,  before  the  approach  of  Nazirjing’s  armv  obliged 
them  to  retreat  out  of  his  country  ; the  bond  was  in  the  polTefiion 
of  the  government  of  Pondicherry ; and  an  incident  in  the  capture 
of  Fort  St.  David  concurred  to  fuggeft  the  exjjedlency  of  marching 
into  the  Tanjore  country,  and  demanding  this  money  fword  in  hand. 
The  French  had  found  in  Fort  St.  David  a prifoner  of  greater  con- 
fequence  than  they  expedled  : his  name  was  Gatica  : he  was  uncle 
to  the  depofed  king  of  Tanjore,  whofe  pretenhons  the  Englifh  af- 
ferted  in  i 749,  when  they  entered  the  country,  and  took  Devi  Cotah. 
The  king  then  and  now  reigning,  when  he  ceded  this  place  to  them 
in  propriety,  hipulated  by  a fecret  article,  that  they  fhould  prevent 
this  pretender  from  giving  him  any  moleftation  in  future  ; to  enfure 
which,  it  was  necelTary  to  fecure  his  perfon  ; but  he  withdrew  him- 
felf  out  of  their  reach;  however,  being  in  poffeffion  of  his  uncle,  who 
was  the  leading  man  of  the  party,  and  had  entirely  managed  his 
nephew,  they  detained  him  a prifoner,  but  under  an  eafy  confine- 
ment, within  the  fort,  where  he  remained  until  fated  by  the  fall  of 
the  place  to  be  employed  by  the  French,  with  the  fame  views  as 
nine  years  before  by  the  Englifh  : and  Gatica  was  now  produced  at 
Pondicherry  with  much  oflentation  and  cerem.ony,  in  order  to  excite 
the  apprehenfions  of  the  king,  that  the  pretender  himfelf  would  ap- 
pear and  accompany  the  French  army,  whom  neverthelefs  they  did 
not  proclaim  in  his  head. 

How  much  foever  Mr.  Tally  agreed  in  the  preference  of  this  ex- 
pedition, he  differed  even  to  animofity  both  with  Mr.  Deleyrit  and 
the  Jeluit  in  another  ineafure  of  hill  greater  importance.  He  had 
brought  from  France  the  ftrongeft  prejudices  againft  the  charadler  of 
Mr.  Buffy,  whom  he  believed  to  have  continually  amufed  his  nation 
w'ith  phantoms  of  public  utility  and  danger,  in  order  to  fecure  the 
continuance  of  his  hation,  in  which  he  was  fuppofed  to  have  al- 
ready 
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ready  gained  an  imnienfe  fortune  : a few  days  after  he  landed,  he 
had  fent  the  Marquis  of  Conflans  to  act  as  fecond  in  the  army  of  the 
Decaii  ; but  now,  thinking  that  the  capture  of  Fort  St.  David  had 
eftablifhed  his  own  reputation  beyond  the  imputation  of  jealoufy,  he 
difpatched  a letter  to  Mr.  BulTy,  to  come  without  delay  to  Pondi' 
cherry,  pretending  that  he  wanted  his  advice  ; and,  fufpicious  of  the 
intimacy  which  had  always  fubfifted  between  Moracin  and  Mr.  Bufiy, 
he  likewife,  and  on  the  fame  pretence,  recalled  Moracin  from  the 
government  of  Malulipatam. 

Six  hundred  men  of  Mr.  Daily’s  regiment,  with  200  Sepoys,  under 
the  command  of  l\lr.  Soupire,  formed  a camp  of  obfervation  between 
Alamparva  and  Pondicherry  ; only  50  able,  with  the  invalids  of  the 
army,  were  to  be  left  in  the  town  ; and,  to’ calm  the  apprehenfions 
which  were  entertained  by  the  inhabitants,  of  a fudden  defcent  from 
the  Englilh  fquadron,  it  was  refolved  to  recall  their  own  under  the 
walls.  The  injunction  reached  Mr.  D’Ache  off  Karical  on  the  i6th  ; 
and  he  anchored  the  next  day  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry.  On  the 
1 8th  Mr.  Dally  took  the  field  ; but,  as  before,  unprovided  with  the 
neceffary  attendants,  bullock-men,  and  market-people  ; for  the  un- 
ufual  compullions,  which  had  been  pradtifed  during  the  fiege  of  Fort 
St.  David,  deterred  the  natives  of  liich  occupations  from  engaging  in 
the  fervices  of  the  camp  ; and  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  remov- 
ed their  cattle,  from  dread  of  the  huffars,  \\  ho  had  been  permitted  to 
drive  in  what  were  neceffary  for  the  vi6t\ialling  of  the  army,  with- 
out paying  the  value.  The  march  between  Pondicherry  and  Karical, 
where  the  troops  were  to  rendezvous,  is  interl'e6i:ed  by  no  lefs  than 
hxteen  rivers  ; fix  before  you  arrive  at  the  Coleroon,  which  are  gene- 
rally fordable,  excepting  in  the  rains,  but  the  Coleroon  is  never  fo  ; 
the  others,  as  all  in  the  kingdom  of  Tanjore,  are  arms  of  the  Caveri, 
mofl  of  which  near  the  fea  change  their  extenfive  furfaces  on  beds  of 
fand  into  deep  channels  of  mud,  which,  even  when  fordable,  cannot 
be  entered  without  much  toil  and  trouble  ; to  avoid  which,  fuch  of  the 
heavy  artillery,  and  cumbrous  ffores  as  were  not  to  be  fupplied  at  Ka- 
rical, were  fent  in  two  veffels  by  fea.  Notwitbflanding  this  relief, 
Vol.il  2S  the 
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the  troops  gained  their  v/ay  with  much  inconvenience.  The  regi- 
ment of  Lorrain  left  their  tents  at  Cucldalore,  for  want  of  bullocks 
and  coolies  to  carry  them.  The  W'hole  army  had  been  i 2 hours  with- 
out food  when  they  arrived  at  Devi  Cotah,  and,  contrary  to  their 
expeiflation,  found  none  there  excepting  paddy,  which  is  the  grain  of 
rice  before  it  is  divefted  of  the  hulk,  in  which  hate  it  is  only  fit  for  the 
food  of  cattle;  but  the  operation  is  tedious,  and  requires  the  imple- 
ments ufed  by  the  natives  ; and  the  foldiers,  hungry  and  fatigued, 
havinsi:  learched  the  huts  in  the  fort  for  other  vidtuals  without  find- 
ing  anyq  let  fire  to  them,  which  was  with  much  difficulty  prevented 
from  catching  tw'o  magazines  of  gunpowder. 

The  troops,  after  feven  days  march,  arrived  at  Karical  on  the  25th. 
The  diftance  from  Pondicherry,  although  only  "5  miles  in  the  direct 
line,  is  100  by  the  road;  and  here,  for  the  firfi:  time  during  the 
march,  they  got  a regular  meal.  Here  a bramin,  fent  by  the  king 
of  Tanjore  with  propolals,  w^as  waiting  for  Mr.  Tally,  w'ho  fent  him 
back  with  his  own,  demanding  immediate  payment  of  the  five  mil- 
lions and  fix  hundred  thoufand  rupees,  with  all  the  interefi;  : and,  to 
convince  the  king  that  he  v/ould  derive  no  benefit  from  the  ufual  de- 
lays and  prevarications  of  Indian  negotiations,  he  immediately  fent 
forward  a detachment  to  take  polTeflion  of  the  opulent  town  ofNagore. 

This  place  is  lituated  on  a river  about  four  miles  to  the  north  of 
NegajDatam,  and  carries  on  a very  confiderable  commerce  ; but  the 
merchants  had  removed  their  money  and  jew^els,  and  offered  little  for 
the  redemption  of  their  warehoufes  ; on  which  Mr.  Tally  farmed  out 
the  plunder  and  ranfom  of  the  town  for  200,000  rupees  to  Fifcher, 
the  commander  of  the  French  hulfars  ; ftipulating,  that  if  the  profit 
exceeded  100,000  rupees,  a proportional  addition  was  to  be  made  to 
the  public  fund..  Hitherto  the  condudl  of  Mr.  Tally  had  been  free 
from  the  reproach  of  thofe  pecuniary  views,  which  he  continually 
imputed  without  diflindtion  to  every  one  in  the  fervice  of  the  French 
company  ; but  this  agreement  gave  them  no  flight  pretence  to  retort 
peculation  on  hlmfelf,  as  going  lhares  with  Fifcher  in  the  profits  of 
Nagore.  Whilfl;  this  hufinefs  was  tranfadting,  he  applied  to  the 
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[)utch  government  at  Negapatam  to  fupply  his  wants  of  money, 
ammunition,  and  provifions  ; who,  awed  by  his  force,  furnlihed  him 
with  20,000  pounds  weight  of  gunpowder,  and  promifed  to  affifi:  his 
commiiTaries  in  purchahng  whatfoever  their  territory  could  fupjjly, 
but  declared  themfelves  unable  to  lend  any  money,  not  having 
enough  for  their  own  ufe.  The  Danifli  fettlement  of  Tranquebar, 
from  the  fame  dread  of  his  violences,  promifed  the  fame  affiftances, 
and  furnifliedfiximall  field-pieces,  with  10,000  weight  of  gunpowder. 

The  army  marched  from  Nagore  on  the  28th,  and,  having  pro- 
ceeded fix  miles,  halted  at  a confiderable  pagoda  called  Kiveloor  ; 
where  Mr.  Tally,  believing  the  report  of  thofe  who  meant  only  to 
plcafe  him,  imagined  the  bramins  to  be  very  rich,  and  that  the 
images  they  worfhipped  were  of  gold  ; in  this  perfuafion,  he  ran  Tack- 
ed and  dug  the  houfes,  dragged  the  tanks,  and  took  the  idols  out  of 
the  chapels,  but  no  treafures  were  found  ; and  the  idols  proved  to  be 
only  of  brafs.  The  bramin  returning  from  the  king  met  Mr.  Tally 
at  Kiveloor,  and  offered  the  ufual  complimentary  pref'ents,  but  no 
terms  of  accommodation  adequate  to  Mr.  Tally’s  expe6lations,  who 
therefore  dlTmiffed  him  without  accepting  the  pref'ents,  and  the  next 
day  marched  ten  miles  farther  to  Trivalore,  where  ftaiids  the  mofl: 
famous  pagoda  in  the  country.  Here  the  army  found  as  much  paddy 
laid  up  in  granaries  as  would  have  fupplied  them  with  rice  for  three 
months,  but  for  want  of  the  means  to  beat  it  out,  could  fcarcely  pro- 
cure from  itfufficient  for  the  meal  of  thedav.  All  the  bramins  had 
abandoned  the  pagoda,  but  Tome  were  afterwards  difcovered  prying 
and  alking  queftions  in  the  camp,  probably  from  anxiety  concerning 
their  tem])lcs  and  divinities  ; but  Mr.  Tally  judged  them  to  be  fpies 
employed  by  the  king,  and  rafhly  ordered  fix  of  them  to  be  executed, 
who  were  blown  off  from  the  muzzles  of  the  field-pieces. 

As  Toon  as  the  French  troops  arrived  at  Karikal,  the  general  Mo- 
naejee  ad\  anccd  from  the  city  of  Tanjore  and  encamped  within  ten 
miles  of  Trivalore,  with  2500  horfe  and  5000  Sepovs,  difciplined  as 
well  as  they  could  be  without  the  direclion  of  Ifurojieans.  This  was 
half  the  force  of  the  king-dom.  The  kinsf  on  the  f rfl  alarm  had  fob- 
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'I'or.diman,  and  even  from  the  two  Moravars,  although  he  was  at 
this  very  time  in  enmity  with  all  the  three  Polygars.  The  prefidency 
and  the  Nabob  were  in  no  condition  to  lend  any  affiftance  from  the 
Carnatic,  but  they  authorized  Capt.  Calliaud  to  adl  as  occalion  might 
require  from Tritchinopoly,  where  the  commandant  Mahomed  Illoof, 
in  obedience  to  the  orders  fent  to  him  on  the  firft  appearance  of  the 
French  fquadron,  arrived  on  the  i6th  of  June  with  2000  Sepoys  from 
the  Tinivelly  country.  This  reinforcement  enabled  Calliaud  to  fuc- 
cour  the  king  without  too  much  impairing  his  own  garrifon;  but  the 
continual  and  authentic  intelligence  which  he  obtained  of  the  dupli- 
city of  the  king’s  councils,  created  no  little  perplexity  in  the  option 
between  fending  fuccours  which  might  be  betrayed  to  the  enemy;  or 
by  withholding  them,  give  the  king  a pretext  to  make  terms  with 
them,  which  in  this  conjundlure  muft  be  dangerous  to  the  Englilh 
affairs  : he  however,  at  all  rifques,  as  foon  as  h^  heard  the  French 
army  were  in  motion  from  Nagore,  detached  500  Sepoys  with  10 
European  artillery-men,  and  300  Colieries  colledfed  from  the  neigh- 
bouring Polygars  dependant  on  Tritchinopoly,  deeming  this  reinforce- 
ment in  the  prefent  inflant  fufEcient  to  keep  up  the  king’s  hope  of 
more  ; and  waiting  to  affift  him  hereafter,  according  to  his  conduct 
with  the  enemy,  which  he  caufed  to  be  narrowly  waiched.  The  ex- 
hortations of  the  prefidency  hadlikev/ife  induced  Tondiman  and  the 
two  Moravars  -to  luljDend  their  refentments  fo  far  as  to  let  their 
Colieries  alfo  take  fervice  with  the  king,  who  hired  4000  of  them  ; 
and  they  were  fent,  as  they  arrived,  to  Monacjee’s  camp,’  as  were 
afterwards  thofe  fupplied  by  Calliaud.  The  French  army  remained 
at  Trivalore  until  the  12th  of  July,  during  which  their  cavalry 
fwept  the  country  round  of  all  the  cattle,  of  which  Mr.  Tally  fent 
large  droves  to  be  fold  at  the  towns  on  the  fea-coafl ; which  pre- 
caution was  imputed  to  him  as  a projeff  of  private  gain  ; but  not 
much  was  got  by  it,  for  Monacjee  had  detached  his  Colieries  to 
maraud  in  the  rear  of  the  French  army,  who  cut  off  every  thing 
which  moved  to  and  from  the  camp  with  {lender  efforts,  and  re- 
covered great  numbers  of  the  cattle-  vTich  they  too  drove  away,  and 
fold  for  the  lowefl  prices  to  any  wT-o  would  buy  them.  Flowever, 
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fbme  of  the  Collerlcs  were  killed,  sad  all  who  were  taken  prifbners 
Mr.  Lally  ordered  to  be  linked  to  draw  the  guns,  which  did  not  deter 
the  others  from  repeating  their  attacks,  wherever  booty  appeared,  or 
even  from  infulting  the  camp  itfelf  every  night  with  their  rockets. 
On  the  Z4th,  the  army  came  in  light  of  Monacjec’s,  drawn  up  in 
good  order  behind  a water-courfe,  from  which  the  Tanjorines  were 
loon  driven  by  the  fire  of  the  French  artillery,  and  retreated  towards 
the  city,  but  ftill  continued  without  the  walls. 

'Fhe  French  army  arrived  within  fix  miles  of  the  city  on  the  i8th 
in  the  morning,  when  a melfage  was  received  from  the  king,  de- 
firing a conference  with  perlons  authorized  to  treat ; on  which  Mr. 
Lally  halted  the  army,  and  lent  in  a captain,  Maudave,  and  a 
Jefuit,  St.  Eftcvan.  They  infifted  on  the  firfi;  demand  of  5,600,000 
rupees,  with  the  interefi: ; the  king  offered  300,000  ; the  deputies  re- 
turned, and  were  fent  back  again  with  the  demand  of  one  million  in 
money,  600  bullocks  for  the  carriage  of  the  artillery  and  fiores,  and 
10,000  pounds  weight  of  gun-powder  ; but  this  article  the  deputies 
wifely  agreed  to  fupprels,  as  expofing  the  difirefs  of  the  army : the  king 
feemed  inclined  to  add  fomething  to  his  firfi:  offer  of  money,  but  faid, 
that  the  fu})ply  or  fale  of  beeves  to  thofe  of  a different  religion  was 
contrary  to  his-  own  ; the  deputies  returned  again  to  the  camp,  and 
the  next  morning  to  the  city,  with  politive  orders  to  infifi:  on  the 
gunpowder,  which  when  they  propofcd  to  Monacjee  in  a conference 
before  they  were  to  vifit  the  king,  he  exclaimed  with  indignation, 
that  all  negotiation  was  at  an  end,  and  that  he  fhould  not  introduce 
to  his  mafter  men  wTo  were  only  fent  to  infult  him.  "I'he  deputies 
returned  without  delay  to  the  camp,  which  immediately  moved,  and 
in  the  evening  took  poffeffion  of  the  pettah,  or  fuburbs,  w'hich  at 
this  time  extended  along  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  city ; the  artillery, 
pf  which  only  two  were  battering  cannon,  and  the  cohorns  and 
howitzes,  for  the  arm.y  had  bi'ought  no  mortars,  fired  during  the 
night  at  the  pagodas  and  other  edifices  which  arole  above  the  wajls  ; 
and  this  was  all  the  annoyance  they  could  ufe  at  prefent,  fince 
the  two  pieces  of  battering  cannon  could  not  be  expofed  againfi; 
the  fuperior  fire  of  the  town,  without  more  to  cover  them ; a de- 
tachment 
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tachment  was  therefore  Tent  to  hi'hig  nj)  three  twenty- four-pounders 
from  Karical,  which  .were  all  that  this  })lace  could  fpare,  and 
the  two  vehels  laden  with  the  cannon  and  mortars  from  Pondi- 
cherry were  ftill  far  to  leeward  : feveral  other  detachments,  which 
all  together  employed  half  the  infantry  and  all  the  cavalry  of  the 
army,  yvere  at  the  fame  time  fent  abroad  to  bring  in  the  cattle  of 
the  adjacent  country  ; and  a body  of  Colleries,  who  had  pi'obably 
cleferted  from  the  Tanjorines,  were  likewife  hired  for  the  fame  em- 
ployment. The  abundance  was  much  greater  than  the  conlump- 
tion  ; and  the  furplus  were  driven  away  as  before  to  be  fold  on  the 
fea-coaft.  The  vafl:  detriment  which  the  country  was  likely  to  fuffer 
by  the  continuance  of  thefe  defolations  induced  the  king  to  renew 
the  negociation  on  the  2 2d,  and  the  next  day  he  paid  50,000  rupees  ; 
and  the  Jefuit  St.  Eflevan,  with  Kenedy  a lieutenant-colonel,  were 
fent  to  remain  as  hoflages  for  the  re-payment  of  the  money,  in  cafe 
a treaty  fhould  not  be  concluded,  and  hoflilities  be  renewed.  But 
the  Colleries  in  the  French  ai'my  could  not  be  retrained  from  con- 
tinuing their  depredations,  which  the  Tanjorine  horl'e  revenged,  by 
giving  no  quarter  to  any  they  fell  in  with  : quarrels  likewife  en- 
fued  with  the  market  people  and  dealers,  who,  with  the  king’s  per- 
miffion,  came  from  the  city  to  fell  provifions  and  other  neceffaries 
in  the  camp  ; and  the  difeuffion  of  thefe  broils  and  violences  in- 
terrupted the  more  important  negotiation  until  the  arrival  of  the 
three  pieces  of  cannon  from  Karical,  which  came  up  on  the  29th; 
and  Mr.  Tally,  having  at  this  time  received  intelligence,  that  the 
king  was  preffing  the  Englifh  at  I'ritchinopoly  to  lend  another  and 
ftronger  reinforcement,  relblved  to  renew  hoflilities,  although  his 
hoflages  ftill  remained  in  the  power  of  the  king,  who,  frightened  by 
the  arrival  of  the  cannon,  conferred  in  earned:,  and  concluded  the 
treaty,  of  which  the  terms  were  founded  on  Mr.  Tally’s  declarations^ 
that  he  intended  to  march  immediately  from  Tanjore  againd  Tritch- 
inopoly,  for  which  fervice  the  king  agreed  to  lend  300  of  his  bed 
horfe,  to  furnifh  1000  coolies  and  mattock-men,  and  to  fupply  the 
army  with  provifions  during  the  fiege;  to  deliver  two  refpeftable 
hodages,  and  to  give  in  money  500,000  rupees,  of  which  200,000 
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were  to  be  paid  as  fooii  as  the  army  removed  ten  miles  from  Tan- 
jore, 150,000  were  to  be  fent  with  the  two  French  hoftages  as  foon 
as  it  arrived  before  Tritchinopoly,  and  the  remaining  150,000  were 
to  be  paid  after  the  fiege,  when  the  king’s  hoftages  were  to  be  fur- 
rendered,  and  the  cavalry  returned.  'Fhe  contingencies  involved  in 
thefe  terms  firevved,  that  neither  fide  had  much  expedfation  they 
would  be  completely  executed,  and  Mr.  Lally  leems  to  have  accepted 
them,  only  becaufe  he  fhould  get  fome  money  in  hand ; the  king 
becaufe  fbme  chance  might  fave  the  reft.  Two  hundred  of  the 
coolies  were  fent  to  the  camp  during  the  difcuftion  of  the  articles, 
which  were  not  intirely  adjufted  until  late  in  the  evening  of  the 
31ft,  when  Mr.  Dubois  the  commiftary  of  the  armv,  whohadcon- 
dubled  the  negotiation  in  the  city,  returned  to  the  camp,  accom- 
panied by  the  two  Tanjorine  hoftages,  and  40  of  the  cavalry,  being 
all,  It  was  laid,  who  were  immediately  ready ; the  delay  of  the  reft  con- 
firmed Mr.  Lally  in  his  fufpicions  that  the  king  meant  only  to  amufe 
him,  and  induced  him  to  fhut  up  thole  who  were  come  in  a pagoda 
near  the  encampment : they  not  knowing  what  to  fulpecl  from  this 
treatment,  dreaded  the  worft,  and  lent  information  to  the  city,  in 
confequence  of  w^hich  the  king  flopped  the  reft  of  the  cavalry  ; and 
his  coolies  in  the  camp  laeing  frightened  by  the  rumours  concerning 
the  horfemen  in  the  pagoda,  run  away  in  the  night.  The  next 
morning  Mr.  Lally  fent  Dubois  to  reproach  the  king  and  Mo- 
nacjee  for  their  fuppofed  breach  of  faith,  who  retorted  their  own 
fufpicions,  and  this  altercation  producing  the  real  ftate  of  the  mif- 
takes,  Dubois  proffered  to  bring  back  one  of  the  Tanjorine  hoftages 
as  a convidtion  of  fecurity  to  the  cavalry  which  had  remained  be- 
hind, who  were  then  to  proceed  to  the  camp.  But  Mr.  Lally  re- 
garded this  ftipulation  as  an  indignity,  and  a confirmation  of  the 
king’s  infincerity,  and  fummoned  his  council  of  war,  who  con- 
formably to  his  expolition  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion  that  no  re- 
liance could  be  had  on  any  profeffions  of  peace,  and  that  it  was 
neceftary  to  attack  the  city  wdthout  delay,  and  with  the  utmoft: 
vigour.  In  confequence  of  this  refolution,  Mr.  Lally  wrote  a letter 
to  colonel  Kenedy,  ordering  him  to  denounce  the  utmoft  vengeance 
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8.  not  only  on  the  country  and  city  of  Tanjore,  but  likewife  on  the 
^ king  and  his  whole  family,  whom  he  threatened  to  carry  as  (laves  to 
the  ifland  of  IN'lauritius.  In  the  eveninej  the  armv  mo\  ed  from  the 
luburbs,  and  formed  a regular  camp  about  a mile  and  a half  to  the 
fouth-eall:  of  the  town. 

"1  he  expreffions  in  Air.  Lallv’s  letter  to  Kenedy,  determined  the 
king,  who  had  hitherto  fluctuated  in  irrelolution,  to  defend  himlelf 
to  extremity,  and  he  now  rejreated  his  felicitations  with  the  utmoft 
earneftnels  for  afliflance  from  Tritchinopoly.  Captain  Calliaud,  by 
tf  e accounts  he  continually  received  of  the  king’s  negotiations,  had 
hitherto  thought  it  uniafe  to  trufl  any  more  troops  in  his  power,  whilll 
making  engagements  to  aflifl;  the  French  in  the  reduchon  of  Tritchi- 
nopoly : but,  being  convinced  by  this  lafl:  rupture,  that  he  had  re- 
nounced all  defigns  of  accord  or  reconciliation  with  them,  detached  on 
the  6th  of  Augufl:  500  of  his  befl:  Sepoys,  with  two  excellent  fer- 
jeants  and  27  cannoneers,  who  in  order  to  avoid  the  encounter  of  the 
French  troops,  proceeded  in  a round-about  road  along  the  bank  of 
the  Coleroon. 

A deep  w'ater-courfe,  running  within  400  yards  parallel  to  the 
fouth  (ide  of  the  city,  furniflied  a much  more  commodious  trench 
than  any  which  are  opened  in  (leges,  determined  Air.  Lally  to  make 
the  attack  under  the  advantage  of  this  cover.  The  fouth  face  of  the  city 
is  much  the  narrowed;  afpedf,  extending  only  480  yards.  Two  batteries 
were  eredled  on  the  nether  edge  of  the  w^ater-courfe,  the  one  of  three 
guns  oppofite  to  the  middle  of  the  face,  but  turned  to  breach  betw^een 
the  cavalier  of  the  eaftern  angle  and  the  next  tow^er.  The  other,  of 
two  guns,  was  200  vards  to  the  right. 

Both  opened  on  the  2d  of  Augud:.  It  was  the  7th  intheevening,  after 
five  days  firing,  before  the  batteries  had  produced  a breach  fix  feetwdde; 
but  by  this  time  there  remained  only  150  charges  of  powder  for  the 
cannon,  and  not  20  cartouches  a man  for  the  troops;  and,  notwith- 
fiandingthe  numbers  of  cattle  which  had  been  feized,  there  were  not 
provifions  for  two  days  remaining  in  the  camp,  and  the  great  diftance 
5 from 
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from  which  any  could  be  procured  through  the  perpetual  interruptions  1758. 
of  the  Tanjorine  cavalry  and  Colleries,  precluded  the  hopes  of  any  im-  'Xugidb 
mediate  fupplies.  On  the  8th  in  the  morning  advices  wei  e received, 
that  another  engagement  had  pafled  between  the  two  fquadrons,  im- 
mediately after  which,  the  Englilh  anchored  before  Karical,  where 
they  were  threatening  a defcent;  but  that  no  tidings  had  been  obtained 
concerning  the  French  fquadron  fince  the  light.  This  intelligence  ag- 
g]‘avated  the  general  anxiety,  as  the  diftrelfes  of  the  army  in  their 
prefent  fituation,  could  only  be  relieved  from  Karical  j and  Mr. 

Lally  defi^airing  of  fucceeding  in  the  alTault  of  the  breach,'fummon- 
ed  his  council  of  war,  in  which,  of  12  officers  10  were  of  opinion  to 
raife  the  fiege;  but  two,  Saubinet,  and  Mr.  D’Eflaigne,  advifed  the 
immediate  alTault,  the  fuccefs  of  which  appeared  to  D’Eftaigne  in- 
dubitable ; who  added,  that  the  city  would  furniffi  more  ammuni- 
tion than  would  be  expended  in  the  florm,  and  that  he  had  no  ap- 
prehenlions  the  Englilh  would  make  a defcent  upon  Karical,  whillf 
the  French  fquadron  kept  the  Tea.  Doubtlefs  both  D’Eflaigne  and 
Saubinet  knew  the  ditch  was  fordable,  when  they  advifed  the  alTault; 
otherwife,  in  the  flate  we  have  known  it  fince,  the  approach  would 
have  been  utterly  imprafticable.  In  confequence  of  the  refolution 
to  retreat,  the  lick  and  wounded  were  Tent  away  on  the  fame  day 
under  the  efcort  of  150  Europeans,  and  difpolitions  were  made 
to  decamp  on  the  night  of  the  enfuing  day,  which  was  the  loth  of 
the  month ; in  the  mean  time  the  guns  in  the  batteries  were  fired 
every  now  and  then  in  order  to  keep  the  garrifon  in  awe. 

Monacjee  Toon  received  intelligence  of  the  refolution  to  raife  the 
fiege,  and  imputed  it  to  defpondency  ; the  detachment  from  Trit- 
chinopoly  arrived  in  the  middle  of  the  fame  night,  and  he  propofed 
that  they  fhould  march  immediately  wdth  his  own  troops  to  attack 
the  French  camp  by  furprize,  conformably  to  a fcheme  for  which 
he  had  taken  meafures  ; but  they  were  fo  much  fatigued,  that  he  de- 
ferred the  enterprize  for  24  hours,  until  the  morning  of  the  loth, 
during  which  the  camp  received  no  intelligence  of  this  defign,  but 
remained  in  negligence  and  fecurity,  as  before  an  enemy  they  de- 
fpiled,  and  luppofed  wifhing  their  retreat  too  much  to  interrupt  it. 

VoL.  11.  2 r After 
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After  midnight  4000  cavalry,  led  by  Monacjee  himfelf,  the  two  de- 
tachments from  Tritchinopoly,  conhfting  of  1000  Sepoys  and  50 
Europeans,  with  5000  of  the  king’s  Sepoys,  and  all  the  Colleries, 
marched  out  of  the  city,  and  keeping  at  a fufficient  diftance,  arrived 
at  the  different  poffs  from  which  they  were  to  make  their  attacks,  and 
remained  in  them,  undilcovered.  At  the  fii  ft  dawn  of  day,  50  horfc- 
men  appeared  advancing,  as  from  the  city,  at  a leifurely  pace,  to- 
wards the  camp  ; they  were  challenged  by  the  advanced  guard,  and 
laid  they  were  come  to  offer  their  fervice  to  the  French  general,  to 
Vvhom  they  requefted  to  be  condu6fed  ; and  no  danger  being  appre- 
hended from  their  number,  a party  from  the  guard  accompanied  them 
towards  Mr.  Lally’s  quarters,  who  flept  in  a choultry  about  half  a mile 
in  the  rear,  but  to  the  left  of  the  camp.  When  within  100  yards, 
the  troop  halted  and  their  leader  went  forward,  and  Mr.  Lally  having 
perceived  their  arrival,  arofe  and  came  out  of  the  choultry  to  fpeak  to 
him ; but  before  they  met,  one  of  the  horfemen,  who  it  is  fuppofed 
was  intoxicated  with  opium,  left  his  rank,  and  galloped  up  to  a tum- 
bril at  fome  diftance,  into  which  he  fired  his  piftol,  and  a fpark  of 
the  wad  blew  it  up  and  the  man ; the  explofion  gave  the  alarm  through 
the  camp ; and  the  guard  at  the  choultry,  which  confifted  of  50 
men,  immediately  advanced  to  prote6f  Mr.  Lally.  In  the  fame  inftant 
the  captain  of  the  troop,  who  had  not  difmounted,  pufhed  forward  to- 
wards him,  and  made  a cut  at  his  head  with  his  fcymetar,  which 
Mr.  Lally  parried  with  his  flick,  and  a Coffree  fervant  who  attended 
him  fhot  the  Tanjorlne  dead  with  a piftol ; the  whole  troop  had  now  fet 
off  at  full-gallop  to  charge  the  guard,  who  received  them  in  regular 
order,  and  with  a fire  of  fuch  execution  as  ftopt  all  except  two  or 
three  from  breaking  through  them  ; thofe,  however,  who  remained 
on  horfeback,  joined  again  and  endeavoured  to  make  a fecond  charge, 
but  in  fo  much  confufion,  that  the  fecond  fire  of  the  guard  put  them 
to  flight  with  the  utmoft  precipitation  ; and  moft  of  them  galloped 
into  a tank,  which  they  did  not  perceive  time  enough  to  avoid  : but 
twenty-eight  were  left  dead  in  the  fpace  of  thirty  yards  ; Mr.  Lally 
himfelf  was  trampled  down  and  ftunned  in  the  fcuffle,  but  only  two 
of  his  guard  were  killed,  Whilft  the  troops  in  the  camp  were  get- 
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ting  under  arms  and  expe6ting  a general  attack  from  the  quarter 
where  the  firfl  alarm  had  been  given,  the  great  body  ot  Colleries 
were  dlfcovered  advancing  with  their  lances  and  rockets  in  the  rear, 
3000  horfe  at  the  fame  time  in  the  front,  and  the  whole  body  of 
Sepoys,  Muth  1000  more  horfe  on  the  right:  much  confufion  and 
trepidation  prevailed  in  every  part  of  the  camp  for  near  an  hour,  but 
the  troops  were  recalled  to  their  wonted  fteadinefs  and  difcipline,  by 
the  example  and  activity  of  Saubinet  and  the  Count  D’Eftaigne  ; the 
Englifli  Sepoys  penetrated  amongft  the  tents,  and  had  feized  three 
field-pieces,  which  they  were  obliged  to  abandon,  after  having  75 
of  their  body  killed  and  wounded  in  endeavouring  to  carry  them  off; 
they,  however,  brought  away  an  elephant  and  two  camels.  The 
French  fuppofe  that  400  of  the  enemy  were  killed,  and  allow  their 
own  lofs  to  be  no  more  than  10,  which  is  improbable.  It  does  not 
appear  that  any  attack  was  made  on  the  two  batteries  in  the  water- 
courfe,  although  it  Ihould  feem  that  the  troops  on  duty  there  were 
the  mo  ft  expol'ed. 

As  foon  as  the  Tanjorines  had  retired,  the  French  army  continued 
their  preparations  to  decamp  during  the  enfuing  night ; and,  for 
,want  of  draft  and  carriage  bullocks,  fpiked  and  difmounted  the  five 
pieces  of  battering  cannon,  threw  the  fhot  into  wells,  and  deftroyed 
as  much  of  the  baggage  as  time  and  means  permitted.  At  midnight 
the  whole  were  in  motion,  marching  in  two  lines,  with  an  interval 
between,  which  was  occupied  by  palanquins,  baggage,  tumbrills,  and 
other  carriages ; two  field-pieces  were  in  the  front,  rear,  and  on  each 
fide  of  the  lines.  Monaejee,  with  all  his  cavalry  and  a large  body  of 
Sepoys,  was  abroad,  and  feveral  times  obliged  the  march  to  halt, 
and  recur  to  their  field-pieces ; the  Colleries  threw  rockets,  but  dif- 
appeared  at  the  approach  of  day.  But  the  reft  of  the  Tanjorine  army 
continued,  as  during  the  night,  to  follow  and  hover  round  until 
noon;  when  the  French  troops  arrived  and  halted  at  Covilonil,  15  miles 
from  Tanjorc  : the  road  was  without  a fingle  pond  or  ftream  until 
they  came  to  the  town;  when  nothing  could  withhold  the  troops  and 
animals  of  the  army  from  breaking  their  ranks  and  reftraints  to  gain 
the  firft  water  they  faw.  The  next  day  they  reached  Trivalore;  this 
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1 758.  march  was  20  miles,  and  more  fatiguing  than  the  former,  having  two 
rivers  to  pafs,  over  which  the  artillery  and  carriages  were  tranlported 
with  much  difficulty ; but  the  enemy,  inftead  of  taking  the  advantage, 
difcontinued  the  purluit  before  they  arrived  at  the  firfl : during  the 
whole  march  the  troops  had  no  other  food  than  the  cocoa-nuts  they 
gathered  on  the  v'ay,  of  which  many  got  none;  however,  they  found 
at  Trivalore  I'ome  provifons  fent  from  Karical  ; but  all  were  fo  ex- 
haufted  and  fatigued,  that  they  could  not  proceed  any  farther  until 
they  had  been  allowed  three  days  refreflrment  and  repofe.  On  the 
road  Mr.  Lally  received  information  that  the  French  fquadron  was  at 
Pondicherry,  and  that  Mr.  D’Ache  had  fignified  to  the  council  there 
his  determination  to  return  without  delay  to  the  Ifle  of  France ; on 
which  he  immediately  difpatched  the  Count  JD’Eftaigne  with  the 
flrongeft  remonftrances  to  ifop  him.  On  the  i8th  the  army  arrived 
at  Karical,  and  faw  the  Englifh  fquadron  at  anchor  off  the  mouth  of 
the  river. 

hlany  wants  and  infufficient  means  had  detained  the  fquadron  near 
eight  weeks  in  the  road  of  Madrafs  after  their  unfiiccefsful  endea- 
vours to  reach  Fort  St.  David  during  the  liege.  On  the  third  of 
July,  three  of  the  company’s  ffiips  arrived  in  the  road;  they  had 
left  England  in  the  precedioig  year,  but  not  arriving  in  the  bay,  until 
the  northern  monfoon  was  fetting  in,  proceeded  to  Bengal ; from 
whence  they  w^ere  difpatched  in  April  with  money,  merchandize, 
and  {lores,  but  without  any  of  the  recruits  they  brought  from  Eng- 
land, or  any  troops  in  return  for  thofe  which  had  been  fent  with 
Clive.  The  fouthern  monfoon,  which  had  begun  when  they  failed, 
obliged  them  to  make  the  outward  palfage  towards  Achin,  and  they 
came  in  from  the  fouthward  to  Negapatam  : in  confequence  of  the  in- 
telligence they  received  at  this  place,  they  put  out  again  to  lea  and  kept 
out  of  light  of  land  until  they  flood  in  for  Madrafs.  Chance  always 
maintains  its  Ihare  in  all  events.  Had  not  the  unnecelfary  anxiety  of 
the  council  at  Pondicherry  recalled  Mr.  D’ Ache’s  fquadron  from  Karical 
ill  the  middle  of  June,  but  permitted  him  to  have  continued  the  cruize 
be  intended,  thefe  ffiips  woif  d have  been  taken,  and  would  have  fup- 
plied  the  want  of  money,  which  had  been  the  principal  caufe  of  the 
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fruitlofs  and  dilgracefui  expedition  to  Tanjore.  It  was  the  25th  of  1758. 
July  before  the  Englifh  fquadron  was  (ufficiently  equipped  to  fail,  and 
on  the  27th  they  appeared  in  fight  of  Pondicherry,  where  the  French 
fquadron  lay  at  anchor,  and  with  much  hurry  got  under  fail  before 
night.  The  next  morning  the  two  fquadrons  were  out  of  fight  of 
each  other  : on  the  29th,  the  Fiench  anchored  at  Karical  ; on  the 
3 1 ft,  at  day-break,  they  failed  for  Negapatam,  and  at  nine  again 
faw  the  Englifh  fquadron  ; but  the  wind  blowing  frefh,  the  three 
ftnaller  of  the  French  fhips  could  not  work  their  lower  tier,  on  which 
Mr.  D’Ache  tacked  and  ftood  away,  and  the  next  day  again  faw  no-  Auguft. 
thing  of  the  Englifh.  The  day  after,  the  2d  of  Auguft,  they  an- 
chored again  at  Karical,  where  Mr.  D’Ache  received  intelligence, 
which  was  not  true,  that  Mr.  Tally  had  been  defeated  before  .Tan- 
jore ; and,  W'hat  was  much  lefs  probable,  that  the  Englifh  fquadron 
intended  to  difeinbark  a great  part  of  their  men,  in  order  to  cut  off 
the  retreat  of  the  French  army  to  Pondicherry.  At  two  in  the 
morning  lights  appeared  in  the  offing,  on  wffiich  the  French  fqua- 
dron got  under  W'ay,  and  plying  to  windward  perceived  the  Englifh 
at  day-break  out  at  fea,  about  four  miles  to  leeward  of  them.  Both 
fquadrons  immediately  formed  their  lines  ; and  Mr.  Pococke  per- 
ceiving the  fhip  which  led  the  enemy’s  van  (it  was  the  Count  de 
Provence)  to  be  the  ftouteft  next  their  Admiral,  ordered  the  Eliza- 
beth, Admiral  Stevens,  to  take  the  fame  flat  ion  in  his  owm  line,  in- 
ftead  of  the  Tyger,  to  w'hich,  as  in  the  laft  engagement,  it  had  been 
allotted.  The  land-wind  blowins:  from  the  s.w.  the  En2:lifh  line 
ftretched  with  their  heads  to  the  s.s.e.  At  eleven  o’clock  the  wdnd 
where  they  were,  died  away,  and  left  them  quite  becalmed.  But 
the  enemy  continued  to  have  a light  breeze  from  the  land,  wdth  which 
they  ftood  on,  their  line  extending  eaftand  weft,  and  paffed  the  rear 
of  the  Englifh  line  nearly  at  right  angles,  without  firing  a fingle  fhot, 
although  they  had  the  faireft  opportunity  of  raking  and  difabling  the 
Cumberland  and  New^caftle,  wffiich  were  the  two  fternmoft  fhips, 
and,  as  all  the  others,  lay  helpleft  in  the  calm  with  their  fterns  to- 
w^ards  the  enemy. 
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^ 1758.  At  noon  the  fea-breeze  fprung  up  from  the  s.w.  which  gave  the 
Aujiib  wind  to  the  Englifh  fhips.  Both  Iquadioiis  formed  their  lines  anew 
to  the  wind,  with  their  heads  w.n.w.  and  as  foon  as  this  was  done 
in  the  Englifli  line,  Mr.  Pococke  at  20  minutes  paft  12  made  the 
fignal  to  bear  down. 

The  enemy’s  line  confifted  of  eight  fail  ; the  Sylphide,  which  ap- 
peared in  it  in  the  lafl:  engagment,  was  kept  out  to  repeat  fignals  ; 
the  Comte  de  Provence,  which  had  not  been  in  it,  fupplied  the  place 
of  the  Bienaime,  which  was  ftranded  in  the  furf.  The  Elizabeth 
Hood  for  the  Comte  de  Provence,  and  hauled  up  abreaH  of  her  be- 
fore the  reH  of  the  line  were  in  their  proper  form  ; for  it  is  impoflible 
that  feveral  fliips  can  correfpond  iiiftantaneoufly  in  the  fame  opera- 
tions. Mr.  D’Ache  immediately  made  the  fignal  for  engagement,  and 
the  Comte  de  Provence  had  given  her  broadfide  upon  the  Elizabetli 
before  jMr.  Pococke  threw  out  his  fignal,  at  twenty  minutes  paH  one, 
when  his  whole  line  was  completely  formed  in  clofed  order  at  the 
})roper  diftance  from  each  other,  and  as  the  line  admitted,  from  the 
enemy,  w'ho  were  not  lo  regularly  drawn  up,  curving  inwards  from 
the  extremities:  the  two  admirals,  as  in  the  former  engagement,  were 
in  the  Center  of  their  refpedive  lines.  The  fire  was  in  both  as  hot  as 
poflible  : but  the  French  fired  high,  the  Englifh  only  at  the  hulls, 
and  both  with  much  certainty,  for  they  were  near,  the  fea  fmooth, 
and  the  breeze  light.  In  ten  minutes  the  mizen  of  the  Comte  de 
Provence  took  fire,  which  obliged  her  to  bear  aw'ay,  and  cut  away 
the  maft.  The  Due  de  Bourgogne  took  her  place  againH  the  Eliza- 
beth. A little  after  the  wheel  of  the  Zodiac’s  rudder  w^as  carried 
away  by  a fhot  from  the  Yarmouth,  to  repair  wdiich  Ihe  pafiTed  un- 
der the  lee  of  the  Due  D’Orleans,  and  no  fooner  returned  again  into 
the  line,  than  one  of  her  lower-deck  guns  in  the  gun-room  burH, 
and  beat  through  the  deck  above.  This  milchance  was  foon  follow- 
ed by  a greater,  for  the  bulk-head  of  her  powder-room  took  fire  ; 
whilft  extinguifhing  it,  the  rudder  gave  way  again,  and  the  fhip  fell 
foul  of  the  Due  d’Orleans,  her  fecond  ahead;  and  both,  whilfi:  dif- 
entangling,  w ere  expofed  almoH  defencelefs,  to  the  hottefi:  fire  from 
their  opponents  the  Yarmouth  and  Tyger;  theConde  and  theMoras 
5 were 
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were  by  this  time  beaten  out  of  the  line,  and  at  eight  minutes  after  1758. 
two,  the  Zodiaque,  as  foon  as  difengaged,  bore  away,  as  in  fifteen 
minutes  more  did  the  other  five  fliips  not  yet  gone,  all  crowding  all 
the  fail  they  could  carry,  and  even  cutting  their  boats  adrift,  to  make 
more  way.  Mr.  Pococke  then  threw  out  the  fignal  for  a general 
chace;  but  in  lefs  than  ten  minutes  all  the  enemy’s  fhips  were  got  out 
of  certain  fhot ; and  at  fix  o’clock  their  hindmoft  were  five  miles  from 
the  foremofl:  of  the  Englifh  fhips,  which  then  ceafed  the  chace,  and 
after  getting  together  again  hauled  the  wind,  and  at  eight  anchored 
off  Karical,  about  three  miles  from  the  fliore.  Mr.  D’Aclie  fleered  for 
Pondicherry.  Notwithflanding  the  irregularity  and  fhort  continu- 
ance of  this  fight,  the  French  I'uffered  as  much  in  it  as  in  the  for- 
mer engagement,  although  they  had  then  1 200  more  men  on  board ; 
for  their  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  few  lefs  than  600,  of  whom 
33  were  killed,  and  15 1 dangeroufly  wounded  in  the  Zodiaque 
alone.  In  the  whole  of  the  Englifh  fquadron  only  31  M^ere  killed, 
and  166  wounded;  both  fquadrons  fuffered  in  proportion  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  enemy  fought ; the  French  lofl  in  men  and 
(laughter,  and  all  the  Englifh  fhips  were  fo  much  damaged  in  their 
rigging,  that,  if  a frefh  wind  had  arifen  during  the  e ngagement,  feve- 
ral  of  their  mafls  mufl  have  gone  by  the  board,  for  want  of  the 
fhrouds,  flays,  and  other  fecurities,  which  the  enemy’s  fhot  and  lan- 
grain  had  cut  away.  Both  Mr.  Pococke  and  D’Ache  were  wounded 
by  fpl Inters,  and  Commodore  Stevens  received  a mulket-ball,  which 
lodged  in  his  fhoulder,  and  was  feen  to  be  fhot  with  aim  by  a French 
officer. 

Three  days  after  the  engagement,  a fnow  called  the  Rubys,  from 
the  ifland  of  Mauritius,  anchored  in  the  road  of  Negapatam,  of 
which,  as  foon  as  Mr.  Pococke  received  information,  he  detached 
one  of  the  fhips  of  his  fquadron,  whofe  boats  cut  the  fnow  out  of 
the  road,  within  gun-fliot  of  the  Dutch  flag,  and  the  fort  did  not  fire 
to  protedl  her,  but  afterwards  remonflrated  againft  the  offence.  A 
few  days  after  a Dutch  fliip  of  500  tons  from  Batavia,  with  30,000 
pounds  in  dollars  on  board,  anchored  in  the  road  of  Pondicherry, 
which  Mr,  D’Ache  immediately  feized  as  repril'al  for  the  fuppofed 
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1758.  connivance  of  the  government  of  Negapatam,  in  not  protedling  the 
Rubys  according  to  the  rights  of  a neutral  port. 

The  retreat  of  the  Englifli  garrifons  into  Madrafs,  and  the  infub- 
ordination  of  the  Nabob’s  troops  at  Arcot,  left  the  country  to  the  fouth 
of  the  Paliar  without  any  other  protedlion  excepting  from  the  troops 
maintained  by  Murzafabeg  ; who  endeavouring  to  cover  a greater 
extent  than  his  force  was  adequate  to,  was  no  where  Rrong  enough 
to  oppofe  the  enemy  ; and,  in  the  end  of  June,  a F'rench  officer  re- 
turning with  his  elcort  of  Sepoys,  and  a party  of  horfemen,  which 
he  had  levied  at  Velore,  furprized  the  fort  of  Trivatore,  in  which  he 
left  his  Sepoys,  who  being  joined  by  the  peons  from  the  French 
diftridls,  all  together  made  incurlions  on  the  harvefls  of  Conjeverarfl 
and  Salawauk  ; to  reprefs  which,  the  prelidency  fent  out  again  four 
companies  of  Sepoys,  two  to  Conjeveram,  and  two  to  Chinglapet  ; 
which  were  not  fufficient  to  reprefs  half  the  mifchief.  How- 
ever, an  advantage  was  foon  after  gained  by  other  means,  which 
more  than  retaliated  the  lofs  of  Trivatore.  Mr.  Lally,  on  his  ar- 
rival at  Pondicherry,  had  given  the  fort  of  Trinomalee  with  its  de- 
pendencies, which  Mr.  Soupires  had  reduced  in  the  preceding  year,  to 
Rajahfaheb,  the  long-negledled  fon  of  Chundafaheb,  who  to  prove 
himfelf  worthy  of  this  change  in  his  fortunes,  levied  a body  of  300 
good  horfe  and  300  Sepoys,  and  proceeded  with  them  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Auguft,  efcorting  a convoy  of  provifions  to  the  French 
army  in  the  Tanjore  country  ; but  this  expence  and  fubtradlion 
obliged  him  to  leave  Trinomalee  ill-guarded.  Kiftnarow,  the  Kel- 
lidar  of  Thiagar,  which  had  been  attacked  without  fuccefs  by  the 
French  troops,  and  whofe  diftridls  were  Rill  continually  haraffed 
by  them,  took  the  opportunity,  and  affaulting  Trinomalee  in  the 
night,  carried  it,  and  put  all  the  garrifon  to  the  fword.  It  was  taken 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  and  it  was  not  until  the  14th  that  the  pre- 
fidency  received  intelligence  of  the  agreement  which  the  king  of 
Tanjore  had  made  on  the  ift  of  the  month,  to  affift  the  French 
army  in  the  attack  they  intended  againft  Tritchinopoly  ; on  which 
they  refolved  to  take  the  field,  but  with  no  other  views  or  hopes 
than  that  the  mmour  might  recall  the  king,  or  at  lead:  flop  the 
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defection  of  other  allies.  The  ufual  taidinefs  of  preparations  detain-  1758. 
ed  the  troops  in  the  town  until  the  i8th;  when  Colonel  Lawrence 
marched  with  eight  field-pieces,  620  Eurojieans,  and  i 200  Sepoys. 

On  the  24th,  they  encamped  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Paliar,  about 
eight  miles  beyond  Chinglapet,  when  having  received  intelligence  of 
the  retreat  of  the  French  army  from  Tanjore,  they  returned  them- 
felves  to  Madrafs,  where  they  arrived  on  the  lafi  day  of  the  month. 

Whilft  abroad,  a party  of  the  Nabob’s  troops  from  Arcot,  encou- 
raged by  their  march,  joined  thofe  of  Abdul  Hay,  the  renter  of  Sa- 
lawauk,  and,  after  an  aukward  attack,  which  lafted  eight  days,  re- 
took the  fort  of  Trivatore  by  affault,  and  put  many  of  the  garrifoii, 
which  confifted  of  500  men,  to  the  fword. 

Mr.  D’Ache  retired  from  the  lafl;  engagement  with  a conviclion 
that  the  Enerlifh  remained  to  windward  with  the  intention  of  fallin® 
fiiddenly  upon  his  Ihips,  whilft  moored  and  repairing  in  the  road  of 
Pondicherry  ; and  it  was  fuppofed  that  they  had  two  fire- (hips,  al- 
though they  had  only  one,  which  had  been  of  no  fervice  in  the  laft 
eno-ao'ement : however,  thefe  notions  determined  him  to  anchor  op- 
pofite  to  the  town,  as  near  the  fhore  as  poflible,  under  the  protedlion 
of  the  line  of  guns  to  the  fea  ; and  the  council,  in  complacence,  it  is 
faid,  to  his  ideas,  recalled  the  detachment  of  600  Europeans  encamp- 
ed with  Mr.  Soupires  at  Gingee,  who  came  in  on  the  14th,  on  the 
fame  day  that  the  troops  from  Madrafs  took  the  field.  Neither  the 
remonftrances  of  the  Count  D’Eftaigne,  fent  forward  by  Mr.  Tally, 
to  proteft  againft  the  difrepute  which  would  follow  this  apprehenfive 
condu^I,  nor  Mr.  D’Eftaigne’s  offers  of  embarking  any  number  of 
troops  on  the  fquadron,  and  of  accompanying  them  himfelf,  as  a proof 
of  his  confidence  of  fuccefs,  availed  to  induce  Mr.  D’Ache  to  fail, 
and  try  the  rifque  of  another  engagement.  ‘Mr.  Tally  moved  with 
the  army  from  Karical  on  the  24th  : they  were  two  days  in  paffing 
the  Coleroon  at  Devi  Cotah,  and  obliged  at  laft  to  leave  their  artil- 
lery and  carriages  there  : when  Mr.  Tally  went  forward  with  a fmall 
detachment,  and  arrived  on  the  28th  at  Pondicherry,  where  he  im- 
mediately fummoned  a mixt  council  of  the  adminiftration  and  the 
* VoL.  II.  2 army. 
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1758.  army,  who  concurred  in  remonftrating  to  Mr.  D’Ache  the  necehity 
^guIL  of  meeting  the  Englifh  Iquadron  again,  or  at  lead;  of  deferring  the 
departure  of  his  own  whilif  they  remained  on  the  coad.  Mr.  D’Ache 
returned  the  unanimous  opinion  of  all  his  captains,  that  the  one  was 
impradicable,  and  the  other  too  dangerous  to  be  rifqued  : however, 
after  fome  mediations,  he  confented  to  leave  500  of  his  failors  and 
marines  toferve  on  fhore  ; and  on  the  3d  of  September  failed  with  all 
the  drips  for  the  Ide  of  Mauritius. 

The  detachments  w'hich  had  been  fent  fromTritchinopoly  toaffid: 
Tanjore,  and  the  attack  impending  on  Tritchinopoly  itfelf,  if  Mr. 
Lally  fhould  fucceed  in  his  views  at  Tanjore,  had  obliged  Captain 
Calliaud  not  only  to  withdraw  the  guards  of  Sepoys  flationed  in  the 
diftant  villages,  but  even  to  call  in  the  garrifon  he  had  placed  in  the 
pagoda  of  Seringham,  although  under  the  guns  of  the  city.  The  bro- 
ther of  Hydernaig,  with  the  party  ofMyforeans  wdro  had  lately  been 
driven  out  of  it,  had  returned  from  Dindigul,  reinforced  wdth  more, 
and  were  waitins:  at  dome  didance  to  the  wed: ; and  as  foon  as  Serino-- 
ham  was  evacuated  by  the  Englifh  troops,  they  came  on,  and  took 
polfeffion  of  it  again  : but  Calliaud,  as  foon  as  the  French  army  re- 
treated from  before  Tanjore,  fent  out  parties  to  attack  them,  who 
w'ith  little  effort  difpodeded  and  drove  them  away.  No  probability 
then  remaining  of  any  intermediate  danger,  Calliaud  refblved,,.as  foon 
as  his  detachments  returned  from  Tanjore,.  to  difpodefs- the  reigning 
Rheddy  of  Terriore,  and  to  redore  his  coufin,  the  expelled  Rheddy, 
who  had  long  fblicited  this  affidance,  which  could  not  with  prudence 
be  adbrded,  whild  the  French  garrifon  were  remaining  at  Seringham. 
The  viciffitudes  of  thefe  twm  competitors  had  been  peculiar.  The 
French  found  the  Rheddy,  now  expelled,  in  poffeffion  tvhen  they 
overrun  'Ferriore  in  1753  ; and  then  depofing  him,  appointed  the 
Rheddy  now  reigning,  whom  they  removed  in  1755,  and  reindated 
the  fird : but,  being  afterwards  diffatisfied  with  his  conducf,  expelled 
him  in  1756,,  and  again  reindated  his  rival  ; who,  from  this  lad  ap- 
pointment bad  kept  poffeffion.  The  plunder  of  the  adjacent  villages 
bet w^cen  Terriore,  and  the  dreights  ofUtatoor,  was  the  only  detri- 
ment 
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meat  to  be  apprehended  froni  him  ; but  the  expelled  Rhcddy  was 
much  befriended  by  the  Polygars  of  Arielore  and  Woriorej)ollam, 
whofe  long  avcrfion  to  the  French  it  was  at  this  time  more  efpeciaily 
expedient  to  encourage,  by  indulging  their  fclicitude  for  the  rein- 
Ratement  of  their  friend. 

Accordingly  Captain  Jofeph  Smith  marched,  with  his  company  of 
70  Europeans,  the  company  of  50  Coftrcs,  two  field-pieces,  with  their 
artillery-mcn,  and  ten  companies  of  Sejiovs,  commanded  by  Maho- 
med Ifloof.  The  depofed  Rheddv,  with  fome  of  the  Colleries,  or 
natives  of  Terriore,  who  abided  by  his  fortunes,  accompanied  the  de- 
tachment, and,  if  nothing  more,  were  to  i'erve  as  guides  through  the 
wood.  Mefi'engers  were  fent  forward  with  a letter,  ordering  the 
Rheddy  within  to  come  out,  and  meet  Captain  Smith  ; and  they 
were  inRrudled  to  take  notice  of  every  thiiw  that  occurred  in  the 

^ O 

jiath  through  which  they  fhould  be  led  ; but  the  guards  at  the  barrier 
Ropped  them,  and  fent  on  the  letter  by  men  of  their  own,  who  re- 
turned with  a letter  from  the  Rheddy,  which  they  delivered  to  the 
meRengers,  who  brought  it  to  Captain  Smith  on  the  march.  Tt 
contained  vague  apologies  for  his  not  coming  out  of  the  wood,  and 
endeavoured  to  gain  time,  which  Captain  Smith  refolved  not  to  lofe. 
The  troops  arrived  in  fight  of  the  barrier  at  four  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  day  after  they  had  croRed  the  Coleroon,  and  immediately  formed 
for  the  attack. 

The  wood  of  Terriore  Rretcheth  20  miles  along  the  foot  of  the 
weRern  mountains,  and  extends  from  them  10  miles  into  the  plain  ; 
the  wood  is  in  moR  parts  feven  miles  through,  and  enclofes  an  open 
ground  about  three  miles  fquare,  of  which  the  farther  fide,  as  of  the 
wood  itlelf,  adjoins  to  the  hills  : and  in  this  area  are  the  habitation 
of  the  Rheddi,  which  is  a fjiacious  building,  a town,  gardens,  arable 
lands,  and  immediately  under  the  hills  a very  large  tank,  computed 
feven  miles  in  circumference.  It  was  known,  that  the  path  before 
them  had  defences  in  various  parts,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  fight- 
ing men  would  be  in  thefe  Rations.  Captain  Smith  therefore  fent 
off  four  companies  of  Sepoys,  with  Ramanaig,  a Jemautdar,  on  whom 
Mahoir.ed  iRbof  had  reliance,  to  enter  the  wood  at  a confiderable 
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difrance  on  the  right,  under  the  conducl  of  the  guides,  who  under- 
took to  lead  them  to  the  town,  through  a fecret  path,  of  which  there 
are  feveral  in  the  wood,  known  only  to  the  inhabitants,  who  call 
them  the  rogues’  path-wu}'.  The  firfl  barrier  was  a winding  paffage 
between  two  thick-let  hedges  of  thorn,  leading  into  the  Itraiter  path 
of  the  wood  ; but  choaked  at  bot-h  ends  wnth  brambles  laid  for  the 
occafion.  Neverthelefs  the  enemy  abandoned  this  poll:,  although  very 
defensible,  wnthout  refinance. 

The  Coffresled,  followed  by  the  Europeans  ; they  by  one  of  the 
fix-pounders,  with  limber-boxes  only ; and  the  Sepoys  marched  in 
the  rear,  excepting  a few  who  remained  to  guard  the  other  fix- 
pounder,  the  Ipare  ammunition,  and  the  baggage,  which  were  left  at 
the  fcirt  of  the  wood  ; the  line  proceeded  more  than  a mile  in  the 
])ath  without  interruption,  but  at  length  was  fired  upon  from  a 
bread-work  of  brick  on  the  right ; from  which  the  enemy  v’ere  foon 
diflodged,  and  retired  through  the  bufhes  to  the  next ; but  as  they 
W'ere  intent  in  carrying  off  their  wounded,  the  mufKetry  galled  them 
a good  deal  as  tliey  were  going  away.  Moving  onward,  the  line 
foon  received  a Imart  lire  from  a fecond  breaft-wmrk  like  the  lirft ; 
but  the  Coffres  foon  obliged  the  enemy  to  quit  this  ftation  likewdle, 
when  they  retired  to  their  main  body  ; a few  of  the  line  were 
wounded  in  driving  them  from  thefe  defences.  The  Coffres  con- 
tinued to  move  on  in  front,  and  had  out-marched  the  reft  of  the 
line,  when  by  a fudden  turning  in  the  road,  they  came  unexpedledly 
at  once  within  piftol-fhot  of  the  enemy’s  principal  poff.  This  W'as 
a ftrong  wall  of  brick,  fourteen  feet  high,  divided  into  a rampart  and 
parapet,  and  in  the  parapet  were  feveral  tiers  of  loop-holes  ; it 
ftretched  acrofs  the  path,  and  fome  yards  beyond  it  on  each  hand, 
and  had  a return  of  the  fame  conftrudtion  at  each  extremity,  but 
falling  back,  infiead  of  projedting  to  flank  the  main  wall,  and  in  the 
return  on  the  left  flood  the  gateway  ; this  work  was  furrounded  by 
a firong  hedge  of  thorn,  which  continuing  on  the  fldes,  joined  the 
main  wood  to  fome  diftance  in  the  rear.  As  foon  as  the  Coffres  ap- 
peared at  the  turning,  the  enemy  teflified  their  numbers,  and  their 
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courage,  by  (bouting,  the  din  of  inftruments,  and  a ftrong  fire  of  1758. 
their  matchlocks,  which,  with  the  furprize,  panic-ftruck  the  Coffres; 
they  ran  back  in  the  path,  and  were  immediately  followed  by  num- 
bers of  the  enemy  iffuing  from  the  thickets  on  the  left.  There  was 
no  time  to  enquire  the  caufe.  Captain  Smith  immediately  led  on  the 
Europeans,  who  foon  drove  the  enemy  back  into  the  wood,  who  did 
not  efcape  through  the  barrier  of  thorns  before  the  wall.  Both  were 
now  attentively  examined;  and,  whilft  fome  endeavoured  to  tear  up 
the  hedge  in  front,  others  tried  to  get  round  the  flanks  of  it  into 
the  wood  ; but  none  fucceeded,  and  leveral  were  wounded.  The  field- 
piece  was  then  advanced,  and  fired  until  all  its  ammunition  was  ex- 
j)ended,  without  taking  any  cfledl:  on  the  parapet,  or  intimidating 
the  enemy,  whofe  matchlocks  had  wounded  five  of  the  fix  artillery- 
men ferving  the  gun,  and  more  of  the  other  Europeans,  who  likewife 
had  expended  mofl:  of  their  cartridges.  It  was  now  feven  o’clock, 
and  began  to  grow  dark,  when  all  the  blacks,  whether  Coftres,  Se- 
poys, or  Lalcars,  took  advantage  of  this  protedlion,  and  flunk  away 
back  into  the  path,  out  of  the  reach  of  danger,  excepting  Mahomed 
IfToof,  one  fervant  of  Captain  Smith’s,  and  one  Tindal,  or  corporal 
of  the  Lafears.  A fupply  of  ammunition  had  been  lent  for  from 
the  Ikirt  of  the  wood  as  foon  as  the  troops  came  to  the  wail ; but 
from  the  diflance  it  could  not  be  expected  for  fome  time.  During 
which.  Captain  Smith  ordered  the  Europeans  to  fire  their  mufkets 
novv  and  then  againfl:  the  parapet,  as  well  to  convince  the  enemy 
that  they  were  determined  not  to  relincjuifh  the  attack,  as  to  divert  the 
chance  of  their  difeovering  the  party  with  Ramanaig,  whofe  arrival, 
too  long  delayed,  had  for  fome  time  created  much  doubt  and  anxiety. 

At  eight  o’clock  more  ammunition  came  up,  when  the  firing  of  the 
field-piece  and  mufketry  renewed  again  with  great  vivacity,  and  was 
equally  returned  by  the  enemy.  Soon  after,  firing  was  heard  in 
the  rear  of  the  wall,  and  the  found  of  Ding  Mahomed  echoed 
from  every  part  of  the  w'ood  ; this  is  the  fuccefsful  fhout  of  the 
Sepoys,  and  fignifies  the  faith  of  their  Prophet.  They  were  al- 
ready in  the  path,  advancing  at  full  pace  ; the  troops  of  the  ram- 
part were  flying,  and  met  their  fire;  after  which  all  refiftance  ceafed; 
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and  Ramnarain,  breaking  down  the  gate,  let  in  his  friends  without. 
7 nere  remained  three  miles  of  the  path  to  the  town,  but  impcdeil 
with  no  more  defences,  nor  were  the  thickets  on  cither  hand  foclofe. 
I'he  troops  w'ere  gathered,  the  Sepoys  and  Coftres  who  had  kept 
back  came  on,  and  all  proceeded  to  the  town,  w'hich  they  found 
abandoned.  The  reigning  Rheddy,  and  all  his  people,  had  efcajied 
into  the  hills,  excepting  a few  men  who  could  not  remove,  having 
been  blow'll  up  w’ith  gunpowder  intended  to  load  a field-piece,  which 
they  W'ere  dragging  to  the  w'all  in  the  pafs.  The  delay  of  Rama- 
naig’s  party  had  been  caufed  by  the  timidity  of  his  guides,  who,  on 
Ibme  fright,  left  themfoon  after  they  entered  the.  w’ood,  to  find  their 
v/ay  as  they  could.  Of  70  Europeans  4 w’ere  killed  and  28  w ounded 
in  the  attack;  Mahomed  Iffoofwas  fhot  through  the  arm,  but,  bind- 
ing up  his  W'ound,  continued  on  the  ground  until  all  was  over.  A 
great  number  of  fcaling  ladders  were  found  at  the  Rheddy’s  houfe, 
w hich  had  been  prepared,  and  w'ere  lying  in  readinefs  for  the  French 
to  efcalade  Tritchinopoly,  when  they  Ihould  fee  the  opportuiiitv. 
The  natives  of  this  diflridl;  have  little  refemblance  w’ith  any  others 
in  the  Carnatic ; they  have  large  bloated  heads,  pot  bellies,  and  fmall 
limbs.  The  climate  is  very  unhealthy  to  Grangers,  imputed  to  -the 
nature  of  the  w^ater.  The  detachment  continued  in  the  town  a 
W'eek ; and  during  this  fhort  flay  Captain  Smith,  all  his  officers,  and 
moft  of  the  other  Europeans,  fell  ill.  Three  companies  of  Sepoys, 
with  three  good  ferjeants,  were  left  to  protedl:  the  reinflated  Rheddy  ; 
and  the  main  body  of  the  detachment  returned  to  Tritchinopoly. 

Mr.  Lally  felt  feverely,  although  he  did  not  acknowledge,  the 
difgrace  of  his  retreat  from  Tanjore.  It  exafperated  the  natural  af- 
perity  of  his  difpofition,  and  inflamed  all  his  prejudices  and  animo- 
fities,  W'hich,  continually  expreffed  in  the  keenefl:  farcafms  his  re- 
dundant w'it  could  fuggeft,  had  rendered  him  odious  to  all  ranks  of 
men,  to  the  natives  as  to  the  colony,  to  the  fquadron  as  to  his  own 
army,  in  W'hich  he  feems  to  have  allowed  capacity  with  zeal  to  no 
one,  excepting  the  Count  d’Eflaigne.  On  the  other  hand,  no  im- 
putations were  Ipared  by  the  wounded,  or  their  friends,  which 
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could  ao-o-ravate  his  mortifications;  not  even  cow^ardice  itfelf,  althoiio-h 
the  iuppofition  arofe  only  from  the  flun  which  he  received  in  the 
onfet  of  the  Tanjorine  horfemen.  Being  naturally  fufpicious,  and 
equally  inquifitive,  he  did  not  remain  ignorant  of  thefe  reports  and 
opinions  ; but  for  the  prefent  ftifled  his  refentment,  in  hopes  of 
tracing  them  to  principals  worthy  of  notice,  whom  he  fufpedled  to 
be  the  firfi:  in  the  goveriiment,  from  their  adherence  to  Mr.  Bulfv. 
'Fhefe  reproaches,  however,  ftimulated  his  adtivity  to  enter  imme- 
diately into  adfion  ; and,  on  his  arrival  at  Pondicherry,  whllll:  ar- 

rano-ino-  with  Mr.  D’Ache,  he  ordered  Saubinet  to  march  with  the 
o o . . 

600  Europeans  who  had  encamped  with  Soupire’s,  and  were  frefh 
men,  and  retake  Trinomalec.  But  before  we  open  this  new  cam- 
paign, it  is  neceffary  to  review  the  events  of  Mr.  BufiTy  in  the  De- 
can ; and  continue  the  affairs  of  Bengal  to  this  period  ; as  each 
were  at  this  time  approaching  to  an  immediate  relation  with  the 
operations  of  both  nations  in  the  Carnatic. 

The  force  with  which  Mr.  Buffy  marched  from  Rajahmundrum 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  to  rejoin  Salabadjing  at  Aurengabad, 
confiflcd  of  500  Europeans  infantry  and  artillery,  200  Europeans 
mounted  as  Huffars  and  dragoons,  5000  Sepoys,  and  10  field-pieces. 
They  ftruck  diredfly  acrofs  the  country,  palling  through  Elore,  and 
proceeded  in  a high  road,  which  had  never  before  been  marched  by 
a body  of  European  troops.  The  dihance  by  the  perambulator  is 
nearly  400  miles  ; which  it  is  faid  they  accomplifhed  in  2 1 days. 
On  their  arrival  at  Aurengabad,  they  encam.ped  on  the  welfern  fide 
of  the  city,  and  in  the  midfi;  of  four  armies  : Nizamally’s  from  Bc- 
rar ; the  army  of  the  Subalifliip,  of  which  Nizamally  had  likewife 
affumcd  the  command  ; of  Baffaulet  Jung  from  Adoni ; and  the  Mo- 
rattoesy  now  commanded  by  Balagerow  in  perlbn,  \^■ho  had  come 
as  ufual  to  take  advantage  of  the  confufions  in  the  government,  but 
had  fufpended  hoftilities. 

The  approach  of  Mr.  Buffy  and  his  force,  wliich  was  equal  in 
efficacy  to  any  of  the  armies,  fufpended  all  intrigues  in  attention  to 
his  condubl.  He  immediately  vifited  Salabadjing  with  much  cere- 
monv,  and  treated  him  with  every  mark  of  refjied  and  allegiance; 
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the  next  day  he  went  to  Balagerow,  who  met  him  half-way  in  a 
tent  pitched  on  pnrpofe,  and  then  condufted  him  to  his  camp, 
where  they  had  a long' conference.  Shanavaze  Khan  had  already 
alked  permiffion  to  exculpate  himfelf  in  perfon;  but  Mr.  Bufly  com- 
miflioned  Ilyderjung  his  principal  agent  to  receive  his  communica- 
tions, in  order,  if  poffible,  to  difcovcr  his  real  praflices  or  intentions. 
The  father  of  Ilyderjung  was  governor  of  Mafalipatam  when  the 
French  faflory  in  that  city  was  confifcated  in  1750  by  the  orders  of 
Nazirjing,  of  which  he  evaded  the  rigour  ; and  afterwards,  when 
the  city  itfelf  was  furprized  by  the  armament  fent  from  Pondi- 
cherry by  Mr.  Dupleix,  is  fuppofed  to  have  connived  at  their 
fuccefs.  With  thefe  pretenfions,  his  Ion  came,  and  tendered  his 
fervice  to  Mr.  Buffy  at  Golcondah  on  his  firfl:  arrival  there  with  Sala- 
badjing  from  the  Carnatic,  wdien  Hyderjung  received  a command 
in  the  French  Sepoys,  in  which  he  diftinguifhed  himfelf ; but  flill 
more  by  his  I'agacity  and  addrefs,  until  by  degrees  he  became  the 
principal  confident  of  Mr.  Bufly,  who,  to  give  him  w^eight  and 
dignity,  obtained  for  him  high  titles  from  Salabadjing,  and  even 
a patent  of  nobility  from  Delhi.  From  this  time,  his  retinue  and 
houfehold  were  eflablifhed  with  fumptuoufnefs ; and  he  was  al- 
lowed to  keep  a conftaiit  court  01  durbar  in  order  to  extend  his  in- 
formations ; and  Jaghires  with  other  emoluments,  fufficient  not 
' only  to  defray  his  expences,  but  to  eftablifh  his  fortune,  were  like- 
wife  conferred  on  him,  as  well  by  Salabadjing  as  Mr.  Bufly  : his 
penetration  foon  perceived  that  Shanavaze  Khan,  naturally  timid, 
was  frightened  by  the  arrival  of  the  French  army  ; but  that  he  had 
been  the  fecret  fpring  of  all  the  mifchief,  in  which  he  had  en- 
gaged, from  a perfuafion  that  the  operations  of  the  war  declared 
between  the  two  European  nations  would  have  confined  Mr.  Buffy 
to  the  proteftion  of  the  ceded  provinces  until  its  conclufion  ; before 
which  he  had  no  doubt  of  eflablifhing  his  own  arrangements  in  the 
government  of  the  Decan,  too  firmly  to  be  fhaken.  But,  as  more 
danger  in  the  prefent  circumflances  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
more  audacious  character  of  Nizamally,  who,  befides  the  refpefl 
which  was  paid  to  his  birth,  had  acquired  fome  reputation 
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amongft  the  troops,  Mr.  BufTy  refolved  for  the  prefent  to  take  Sha- 
navaze  Khan  in  his  hand  as  far  as  he  would  go,  by  which  he  would 
at  lead:  be  more  narrowly  watched,  if  not  prevented  from  fuggefting 
reiburces  to  Nizamally,  and  abetting  them  with  his  public  influence, 
which,  from  his  long  fervices,  and  a perfuaflon  of  his  attachment  to 
the  family  of  Nizamalmuluc  was  confiderable.  In  conformity  to 
this  conduct,  Mr.  Bufly,  by  appointment,  vifited  Nizamally,  but  with 
a very  ftrong  efcort,  \\'hich,  when  he  entered  the  tent,  was  fo  dif- 
pofed,  as  to  be  certain  of  avenging  any  attempt  on  his  perfon.  The 
interview  continued  with  calmnefs  until  Mr.  Bufly  advifed  Nizam- 
ally to  deliver  back  the  great  feal  of  the  government  to  Salabadjing; 
when  Nizamally  anfwered  with  much  heat,  “ that  he  with  his  bro- 
“ ther  Baflaulet  Jung  had  been  obliged  to  take  it  from  him  by  the 
“ clamours  of  his  own  troojis,  \\  ho  having  been  long  difappointed  of 
“ their  pay,  with  an  army  of  IMorattoes  in  fight,  could  not  have  been 
“ rellrained  from  open  revolt,  if  he  and  his  brother  had  not  immedi- 
“ ately  furnhhcd  a part  of  their  arrears,  and  given  their  own  obliga- 
“ tioiis  to  pay  the  reft : it  was  therefore  unjuft  to  deprive  them  of 
the  means  of  reim  bulling  the  money  they  had  advanced,  and  ftill 
“ more,  to  dilable  them  from  providing  for  the  difcharge  of  their 
“ future  engagements,  the  failure  of  which  w'ould,  from  the  fame 
“ caufe,  expofe  them  to  the  very  dangers  which  they  had  averted 
“ from  Salabadjing.”  The  next  day  Salabadjing  vifited  Nizamally 
in  his  camp,  and  demanded  the  feal  in  form,  but  received  the  fame 
•anfwer.  Whether  from  real  or  pretended  indignation,  Nizamally 
the  day  after  fent  for  Shanavaze  Khan,  and  reproached  him  publicly 
as  the  author  of  this  advice:  the  next  day,  which  was  the  14th  of 
February,  as  Balfaulet  Jung  was  pafling  on  his  elephant  near  the  pa- 
lace of  Salabadjing,  a mulket  in  the  crowd  went  off,  and  the  ball 
pafled  through  the  houlings  on  which  he  was  fitting  : the  man  was 
immediately  feized,  and  being  queftioned,  faid,  he  had  been  hired  by 
Shanavaze  Khan  and  Hyder  Jung,  with  the  promife  of  5000  rupees, 
to  flioot  Baflaulet  Jung.  The  ftory  was  carried,  with  as  much  in- 
coherence as  it  was  pafling  in  the  city,  to  the  camp  of  Nizamally, 
who,  pretending  to  believe  the  life  of  his  brother  in  danger,  mounted 
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his  elephant,  and  advanced  with  what  troops  were  ready  to  the  near- 
eft  gate  ; but  after  feveral  meftages  which  affiired  him  that  Baflaulet 
Jung  was  fafe,  he  returned  in  the  evening.  The  day  after  Baffaulet 
Jung  went  to  the  durbar  of  Salabadjing,  fpoke  ftanding,  and  with  ex- 
preflions  of  unufual  diftefpedl  flung  down  the  feal.  It  is  fo  rare  in 
the  manners  of  Indoftan  that  any  indecorum  of  words  or  gefture 
pafl'es  amongft  equals,  and  ftill  more  from  an  inferior,  that  the  offi- 
cers prefent  in  the  durbar  formed  flnifter  conjedlures  of  thefe  animo- 
flties  amongft  the  brothers;  and  although  the  few,  who  reafon  before 
they  believe,  imputed  the  mulket-ball  to  chance,  and  the  confeffioii 
of  the  man  to  fubornation,  yet  the  troops  even  in  Salabadjing’s  camp 
were  perfuaded  that  he  had  been  employed,  if  not  by  Shanavaze 
Khan,  at  leaft  by  Hyder  Jung.  Mr.  Bufly  faw  the  general  odium  to 
which  this  prejudice,  if  not  removed,  would  expofe  himfelf  and  all  his 
nation,  and  fuggefted  a means  of  reconciliation.  The  feal  was  fent 
back  to  Baffaulet  Jung,  but  an  officer,  who  was  a dependant  on 
Hyder  Jung,  was  appointed  to  keep  it  in  a fealed  bag,  and  to  be  pre- 
fent whenever  it  was  ufed.  This  compliment,  fuch  as  it  was,  fatis- 
fied  the  officers  of  Baflaulet  Jung’s  court,  and  appeafed  the  public  ; 
and  other  advantages  were  gained  by  it ; for  Baflaulet  Jung  confent- 
ing,  it  placed  him  in  fuch  a relation  with  the  adminiftration  of  Sala- 
badjing, that  he  was  either  likely  to  relinquifh,  or  would  not  be  able 
to  conceal  his  intrigues  with  his  brother  Nizamally,  A few  days 
after  this  reconciliation,  Salabadjing  lent  a deputation  of  his  princi- 
pal officers  to  Nizamally,  requefting  him  to  relinquilh  the  govern- 
ment of  Berar,  and  to  accept  as  a compenfation  a monthly  allowance 
of  20,000  rupees.  Nizamally  rejetled  the  propofal  with  difdain, 
and  publiflied  it  amongft  the  troops,  who  with  equal  indignation 
cried  out,  that  “ Nizamally  was  a fon  of  Nizamalmuluck  as  well  as 
“ Salabadjing.”  This  expreflion  of  their  attachment  precluded  the 
employment  of  force,  and,  as  the  only  means  left  to  reduce  him  to 
compliance,  the  principal  officer  of  his  army  were  tampered  with, 
and  feveral  of  them  were  gained  by  promifes  and  money  to  give  aflfur- 
ances  that  they  would  not  fupport  him  in  aflferting  the  government 
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of  Berar  againft  the  will  of  Soubah,  provided  he  received  fome  ether 
dignity  which  he  might  accept  without  difhonour ; but  by  this  time 
Nizamally  himfelf  was  content  to  diffemble,  and  remain  quiet,  wait- 
ing for  events.  Such  was  the  flate  of  affairs  in  the  city  and  camps 
of  Aurungabad  towards  the  end  of  March,  when  the  various  agita- 
tions, which  had  hitherto  kept  every  intereft  in  conflant  vibration, 
began  to  fubfide  : and  this  temporary  tranquillity  had  been  much 
wifhed  for  by  Mr.  Buifv,  in  order  to  accomplifli  another  fcheme  he 
had  for  fome  time  been  preparing. 

No  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  integrity  of  Shanavaze  Khan’s 
condudl,  whilft  in  poffeffion  of  fuch  a refuge  and  refource  as  the  for- 
trefs  of  Doltabad  ; but  no  offers  were  likely  to  induce  him  to  relin- 
quifh  it,  for  Balagerow  had  in  vain  attempted  to  purchafe  it  from 
him  : and  the  diredt  propofal  from  Mr.  Buffy  to  Shanavaze  Khan 
himfelf,  would  reveal  the  fecret,  and  defeat  the  intention.  Mr.Bufly 
therefore  employed  Hyder  Jung  to  treat  with  the  governor  of  the 
fort,  who,  after  a variety  of  arguments  and  overtures,  at  length  con- 
fented  to  betray  his  truft  on  tlie  receipt  of  a fum  of  money  in  hand, 
and  the  promife  of  a more  profitable  employment  : but  to  fave  the 
appearance  of  his  honour,  didtated  the  manner.  A day  or  two  be- 
fore the  execution  of  the  fcheme,  hlr.  Buffy,  as  if  having  leifure  to 
take  fome  amufement,  fent  his  compliments  to  the  governor,  requeu- 
ing his  permiflion  to  pafs  an  hour  in  the  upper  fort,  from  which  the 
profpedl  is  extenfive  and  magnificent : and  the  governor  invited  him 
to  dinner.  Mr.  Buffy  arrived,  efcorted  by  300  Europeans,  who  were 
admitted  into  the  fecond  fort,  to  which  the  governor,  under  pretence 
of  refpedl,  fent  down  all  the  garrifon  of  the  upper,  excepting  fifty 
men,  with  whom  he  remained  himfelf  above  to  receive  the  guefts, 
Mr.  Buffy  went  up,  accompanied  by  forty  men,  many  of  whom  were 
officers.  The  dinner  was  ferved  in  the  hall  of  the  killidar’s  houfe, 
and  when  ready,  Mr.  Bufly,  with  the  officers,  went  into  the  hall, 
and  his  body  guard  remained  at  the  door  : but  the  killidar,  as  if  from 
politenefs,  admitted  none  of  his  own  officers  or  foldiers,  and  from  the 
menial  fervants  who  waited,  little  refiflance  was  to  be  apprehended. 
On  the  invitation  to  fit  down,  Mr.  Buffy  told  the  killidar,  that  he 
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Gould  not  partake  of  his  hofpitality,  being  obliged  by  the  neceflity  of 
his  affairs,  to  make  him  a prifoner,  and  take  pofTeffion  of  the  fort;  but 
that  no  violence  was  intended  againfl;  his  perlbn,  provided  neither  he 
nor  his  garrilbn  attempted  any  refiftance.  The  killidar,  as  if  fur- 
prized,  furrendered  his  poignard  ; he  was  then  conducted  into  the 
area,  and  fignified  his  condition  and  the  rifque  to  his  foldiers,  who 
in  deference  to  his  danger  gave  up  their  arms.  On  the  fignal,  the 
French  troops  below  got  under  arms  ; by  which  time  meffengers 
feat  by  the  killidar  came  down  and  informed  the  garrifbn  there  of 
what  had  hr:pj3ened  above  ; and  fuch  was  the  military  reputation  of 
the  French  troops  drawn  up  before  them,  that  the  few  whofe  indig- 
nation exhorted  their  comrades  to  revenge  their  lord  and  defend 
themfelves,  found  fewer  to  fecond  their  refiftance.  Neverthelefs, 
fome  Ikirmifhing  enfued,  but  lubfided  on  the  death  of  two  or  three  of 
thefe  leaders  ; immediately  after  which,  the  garrifons  were  turned 
out  of  both  the  forts  ; and  the  defences  of  the  town  below  were  too 
weak  to  require  heed. 

No  reconciliation,  and  every  mifchief,  was  to  be  expebfed  from 
Shanavaze  Khan  after  this  provocation,  and  Mr.  Buffy  had  taken 
meafures  to  prevent  the  eifebls  of  his  revenge  : a party  of  Salabad- 
jings  troops  furrounded  his  tent  in  the  camp  in  the  very  hour  that 
the  governor  of  Doltabad  was  arrefted  ; and  as  the  connexion  be- 
tween him  and  Mahomed  Huffein  the  king’s  duan  had  lately  grown 
into  ftribt  intimacy,  another  detachment  at  the  fame  time  iecured 
his  perfon  likewife  ; they  were  both  made  prifoners  before  they 
knew  why,  or  the  lofs  of  Doltabad.  The  news  excited  univerfal 
aftonifhment,  and  terrified  thofe  in  whom  it  raifed  the  mo/l  refent- 
ment : for  Nizamally  recovering  from  his  hrlf  emotions,  pretended 
that  the  poffeffion  of  Doltabad  was  a matter  in  which  his  interefts 
were  not  concerned. 

Balagerow  was  halting  about  50  miles  from  the  city,  towards  his 
own  country,  and  immediately  returned  and  encamped  again  near 
the  army  of  Salabadjing ; not  with  any  intentions  of  hoftility,  but 
with  the  hopes  of  obtaining  the  fort  of  Doltabad  from  IVIr.  Buffy  ; 
with  w'hom,  after  feveral  complimentary  meflages,  he  had  an  inter- 
view ; 
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view ; “ What  advantage,  he  faid,  can  you  Europeans  derive  from 
“ the  poirefhon  of  this  poft,  fituated  in  the  center  of  Indoftan  ? If 
“ you  hold  it  with  your  own  troops,  it  will  only  ferve  to  weaken  your 
“ army  every  time  you  quit  the  neighbourhood  of  Aurungabad.  If 
“ you  leave  it  to  the  care  of  Salabadjing’s,  his  enemies,  who  are 
“ yours,  will  find  means  to  get  it,  as  Shanavaze  Khan  lately  did. 
“ Would  it  not  be  better  to  give  it  me  ? If  I obtain  it  by  your  means, 
“ you  have  too  much  experience  of  my  charader  to  doubt  of  my 
“ gratitude ; and  the  confufions  which  reign  in  the  court  of  Sala- 
“ badjing,  the  fituation  of  your  northern  provinces,  and  the  war  in 
“ which  you  are  engaged  with  the  Englifh  in  the  Carnatic,  may 
“ foon  give  me  opportunities  of  rendering  important  fervices  to  your 
“ nation.”  Mr.  Bully  replied,  that  his  principal  motive  for  taking 
poffelTion  of  Doltabad  had  been  to  fecure  a certain  refuge  for  the  per- 
fonal  fafety  of  Salabadjing  againfl:  all  the  accidents  of  war,  and  all 
the  convulfions  of  his  government.  Balagerow,  although  difappoint- 
ed,  manifefted  no  umbrage,  but  continued  in  his  camp,  waiting 
from  events  fome  better  opportunity  of  renewing  his  plea. 

Many  had  conjedlured  the  motives  of  his  return,  and  the  enemies 
of  Salabadjing  expe6led  an  immediate  ruptute  between  them ; and 
Nizamally,  encouraged  by  this  hope,  folicited  his  alliance,  promifing 
to  give  him  Doltabad  if  ever  in  his  power.  But  Balagerow  gave  no 
encouragement  to  his  propofals;  on  which,  he  with  much  hypocrily 
pretended  to  be  at  length  convinced  of  the  mifdemeanors  of  his  late 
condudl,  and  afifured  Salabadjing  and  IVIr.  Bulfy  that  he  fhould  chear- 
fully  accept  and  abide  by  their  determination  of  his-  fortune.  His 
profefiions,  although  doubted,  were  accepted',*  becaule  the  ledu61:ion 
of  fome  of  his  connexions,  and  the  imprifoninent  of  the  mofi:  dan^ 
gerous,  had  greatly  weakened  his  means  of  mifehief ; but,  not  to 
Ihock  by  too  fudden  an  humiliation  the  public  refpe61:  to  his  birth, 
it  was  agreed  to  give  him  the  government  of  Hydrabad,  which,  al- 
though much  abridged  of  its  ancient  dorpain,  dill  remained  a very 
confiderable  province  of  the  Decan.  Nizamally  affedling  to  be  per- 
fe6tly  fatisfied  with  the  lot,  vifited  Salabadjing,  received  the  ih- 
veftiture  in  public,  and  made  oflentatious  preparations  to  proceed  to 
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the  capital  of  his  government.  The  clay  of  his  departure  was  fixed 
for  the  1 ith  of  May  ; and  Salabadjing,  having  no  fufpicion  that  he 
had  any  other  intentions,  went  two  days  before  to  pay  his  devotions 
at  the  tomb  of  his  father  Nizamalmuluck,  which  flands  fomewhere 
about  20  miles  from  Aurengabad. 

In  the  morning  of  Nizamally’s  departure,  he  held  a public  durbar 
to  receive  the  compliments  of  taking  leave  from  the  principal  officers 
of  the  government : amongft  them  went  Hyder  Jung,  whom  he  re- 
ceived with  marked  diftinftion  : and,  when  he  difmifTed  the  affembly, 
beckoned  him,  with  feveral  of  his  own  officers,  to  follow  to  an  in- 
ward tent,  where  they  again  fat  down,  and  difeourfed  a while  with 
much  feeming  confidence  on  public  affairs,  until  Nizamally  rofe  fud- 
denly,  as  if  urged  by  fome  fudden  neceffity  ; but  made  a motion 
with  his  hand  to  Hyder  Jung  not  to  move,  fignifying  that  he  fhould 
return  immediately,  and  in  the  inftant  difappeared  behind  a curtain 
which  opened  to  other  apartm^ents.  Hyder  Jung,  notwithftanding 
the  injundlion,  was  rifing  to  make  his  obeifance  ; when  two  officers, 
who  were  fitting  one  on  each  hand  of  him,  preffed  him  down  by 
the  fhoulders,  and  a domeftic,  who  flood  ready  behind,  plunged  a 
dagger  into  his  heart : the  ffruggle  was  heard,  but  it  was  fome  time 
before  the  attendants  of  Hyder  Jung  were  apprifed  of  his  death;  for 
no  fervants  are  admitted  within  the  eentries  who  guard  the  tent 
of  audience,  and  the  greatefl:  part  of  the  retinue  remain  at  a ftill 
greater  dillance,  in  the  place  wdiere  their  mafter  has  alighted.  Letters 
all  of  the  fame  tenor  to  Salabadjing,  Balajerow,  Baffaulet  Jung,  and 
even  to  Mr.  Buffy,  had  been  prepared  previous  to  the  affaffination, 
deferibing  it  as  the  unfortunate  confequence  of  high  words  and 
affront,  which  had  rifen  between  Hyder  Jung  and  fome  officers 
in  the  durbar,  after  Nizamally  had  retired : the  letter  to  Mr.  Bufly 
brought  the  firft  intelligence  which  he  received  of  the  event,  and  was 
interpreted  to  him  by  Zulfacar  Khan,  the  very  brother  of  Hyder 
Jung.  The  general  was  immediately  beaten,  and  in  a few  minutes  the 
whole  French  army  were  in  battle  array,  with  Mr.  Buffy  at  their 
head,  mounted  on  his  elephant,  uncertain  what  to  expedt,  and  furmif- 
ing  a combination  againft  himfelf  of  all  the  powers  by  which  he  was 
2 fur- 
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furrounded ; but  JafEer  Ally  Khan,  who  at  this  time  had  the  principal  1 758. 
command  in  Salabadjing’s  army,  immediately  lent  him  alhurances  of 
his  attachment,  and  foon  after  came  up  with  a large  body  of  troops, 
who  ranged  with  the  French,  and  others  were  following : the  firft 
care  was  to  fend  a detachment  to  ftrengthen  the  efcort  of  Sala- 
badjing,  and  prote61:  his  return  from  his  father’s  tomb  : Mr.  Bully 
had  no.  doubt  that  Shanavaze  Khan  and  the  emperor’s  Duan  Ma- 
homed Hulfein  had  abetted,  if  not  advifed,  the  alfaffination  of  Hyder 
Jung  : their  confinement  had  hitherto  been  gentle,  having  only 
centinels  round  the  enclofures  of  their  tents,  in  which  they  refided 
with  their  families  ; but  Mr.  BulTy  now  fuppofed,  that  they  would 
endeavour  to  efcape  to,  or  might  be  relcued  by,  Nizimally ; to  pre- 
vent which,  as  well  as  to  have  fureties  againft  the  affalfination  of  his 
own  perlon,  he  fent  a ftrong  detachment  to  bring  them  immediately 
to  his  own  camp,  intending  to  confine  them  in  the  fortrefs  of 
Doltabad,  until  more  certain  information  was  acquired,  or  tranquillity 
reftored.  The  detachment  conlifted  of  Salabadjing’s  troops,  and 
French  vSepoys.  They  found  a multitude  of  armed  men  at  the 
tents,  who  refufed  them  admilfion,  which  they  immediately  at- 
tempted by  violence,  and  were  refifted  with  great  refolution,  ani- 
mated by  the  principals,  who  luppofing  their  deaths  determined, 
joined  and  encouraged  their  adherents ; after  which  no  quarter  was 
given ; neither  did  the  conflidt  ceale,  until  Shanavaze  Khan  with 
one  of  ins  foas,  Mahomed  Hulfein,  and  moll:  of  thofe  who  defended 
them,  were  killed  on  the  fpet.  Before  the  evening  clofed,  an  officer 
deputed  by  Balajerow  came  to  Mr.  BulTy,  with  alfurances  of  his  de- 
teftation  of  the  murder  of  Hyder  Jung. 

Nizamally  had  been  waiting  in  the  utmoll:  agitation  the  con- 
fequen  ces  of  his  deed,  and  feems  to  have  expected  a very  different 
relult ; for  the  news  of  Shanavaze  Khan’s  and  Mahomed  Huffein’s 
death  was  obferved  to  ftrike  him  with  difmay.  At  midnight  he 
quitted  the  camp,  accompanied  by  the  choice  of  his  cavalry ; and 
fled  with  the  utmoft  Ipeed  and  perfeverance  that  their  horfes  could 
endure  to  gain  Brampour,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  n. 
of  Aurungabad.  It  is  faid  they  reached  it  in  26  hours,  which  is 
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ImpoiTible.  Refpe^:  to  Salabadjing  bad  withheld  Mr.  BufTy  from  at- 
tacking Nizamaliy  in  his  camp,  which  his  force  would  have  eafily 
beaten  up  and  difperfed. 

The  next  day  Salabadjing  returned, and  immediately  held  a general 
council  of  his  principal  officers,  at  which  Mr.  Buffiy  was  likewife 
prefent  .;  after  many  opinions  all  infenhbly  joined  in  the  necefiity  of 
jHiniffiing  Nizamaliy;  and  this  led  to  a general  refokition  of  march- 
ing directly  with  the  whole  army  to  Brampour.  Mr.  Buffi-,  who 
knew  the  charafters  and  connexions  of  thofe  who  comjsol'ed  the 
council,  fufpeded  the  fmcerity  of  feveral  in  this  advice,  forefeeing 
that  nothing  would  render  him  m.ore  unpopular  in  the  Decan  than 
the  imputation  of  engaging  the  Soubah  in  a war  with  his  brother, 
to  avenge  an  offence  more  particularly  committed  againft  himfelf : 
he  had,  moreover,  at  this  time  received  intelligence  from  Pondi- 
cherry that  Mr.  Tally  was  daily  expedlcd  to  arrive  there,  whofe 
orders  might  not  be  confonant  to  the  difficulties  or  importance  of 
his  own  iituation;  he  therefore  endeavoured  to  revoke  the  refolution; 
but  Salabadjing  himfelf  infiffed,  and  reffed  the  neceffity  on  the  af- 
lertion  of  his  own  authority.  The  whole  army  \va.s  in  motion  the 
next  morning,  and  advanced  with  diligence  for  three  days  towards 
Brampour,  during  which  hlr.  Buffy  convinced  Salabadjing,  naturally 
averfe  to  endeavour,  of  the  inutility  of  the  purfuit,  fince  it  was  evi- 
dent that  Nizamaliy  with  the  infufficient  force  he  commanded  would 
he  continually  removing  out  of  his  reach.  The  army  having  halted 
a day  began  their  march  back,  thinking  that  they  were  returning  to 
Aurunoabad ; but  it  was  the  intention  of  Mr.  Buffv  to  lead  them 
by  degrees  to  Golcondah  ; and  in  this  view  he  fuggefted  the  expe- 
diency of  moving  towards  the  frontiers  of  Berar,  in  order  to  fup- 
prefs  any  commotions  which  might  be  attempted  in  that  pro\  ince 
by  the  adherents  of  Nizamaliy.  The  army  thus  proceeded  to  the 
fouth,  leaving  the  city  of  Aurungabad  at  a diftance  to  the  v'eff : but, 
halting  continually  to  fupport  the  regulations  of  the  government, 
advanced  fo  flowly,  that  they  did  not  reach  the  banks  of  the  Gunga, 
which  paffcth  about  midway  between  Golcondah  and  Aurungabad, 
until  the  nth  of  June,  in  which  interval  Mr.  Conflans  arrived  with 
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his  commiffion  to  aft  as  fecond  in  the  command  of  the  French  army, 
and  brought  a letter  from  Mr.  Tally  to  Mr.  BufTy,  dated  the  lothof 
May,  which  announced,  although  it  did  not  order,  his  recall.  The 
paffage  of  the  Gunga  would  decide  the  continuance  of  the  march  to 
Golcondah,  of  which  the  army  dill  remained  uncertain  ; but  by  this 
time  Mr.  BufTy  had  gained  the  concurrence  of  BalTaulct  Jungbypro- 
mifing  him  the  government  of  Hydrabad,  which  had  been  intended 
for  his  brother  Nizamally,  together  with  the  office  of  Duan  to  the 
foubahfhip:  his  approbation  filenced  the  difcontentof  many  others, 
and  the  army  diewed  no  a\’erfion  to  go  on  : and  as  it  was  daily  ex- 
pefted  that  the  river  would  begin  to  rife,  Mr.  BufTy  making  ufe  of 
this  pretence,  arranged,  that  the  tents,  family,  and  domeftic  re- 
tinue of  Salabadjing,  fhould  j)ars  the  firf:,  and  then  immediately  fol- 
lowed himfelf  with  the  whole  body  of  the  French  troops,  in  the 
midft  of  whom  he  ordered  the  tents  of  Salabadjing  to  be  pitched. 
Having  thus  fecured  pofTeffion  of  this  important  pledge,  he  gave  out 
his  intentions,  which  he  had  hitherto  concealed,  of  not  advancing 
any  farther  towards  Golcondah,  before  he  was  joined  by  the  troops 
he  had  left  to  garrifon  the  fortrefs  of  Doltabad;  they  wxre  150 
Europeans,  and  400  Sepoys,  to  whom  Mr.  BufTy,  on  his  return  from 
the  purfuit  of  Nizamallv,  had  lent  orders  to  come  away,  leaving 
the  fortrefs  to  an  officer  nominated  by  Salabadjing,  and  to  join  him 
where  he  now  was,  on  the  Gunga ; his  dread  of  fome  evil  chance 
befalling  them,  if  left  far  behind,  was  the  caufe  of  this  precaution  ; 
they  were  already  on  the  way,  marching  cxpeditioufly,  and  a few 
days  after  arrived  fafe  at  the  camp ; which  then  moved  forward,  and 
the  whole  paffed  the  river  jufl  before  the  rains  fet  in,  which,  as  ufual, 
fell  and  continued  with  great  violence,  and  rendered  the  tranfport  of 
the  artillery  fo  difficult,  that  the  army  did  not  arrive  at  Hydrabad  un- 
til the  15th  of  July  ; on  which  day  Mr.  BufTy  received  a letter  writ- 
ten by  Mr.  Tally  on  the  13th  of  June,  ordering  him  to  repair  to 
Pondicherry  without  delay,  with  all  the  troops  which  could  be  fpared 
from  the  defence  of  Mafulipatam  and  the  northern  provinces,  and  to 
take  up  Mr.  Moracin  in  the  way,  who  had  received  the  fame  orders. 
In  this  letter  no  refpeft  was  preferved  to  the  convenience  or  incli- 
VOL.  II.  2Y  nation 
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natloQ  of  Salabadjing,  whofe  connexions  in  the  prefent  conjun6iure 
Mr.  Lallv  confidered  as  a chimera  of  no  etFeft,  and  who  was  thus 
deprived,  es  en  without  apology,  of  the  only  fupport  in  his  govern- 
ment, on  vNdiich  he  had  been  accuftomed  to  rely  with  confidence. 
He  took  leave  of  Mr.  BufTy  with  the  utmofl  defpondency,  called 
him  the  guardian  angel  of  his  life  and  fortune,  and  foreboded  the 
unhappy  fate  to  which  he  fnould  be  expofed  by  his  de])arture.  Mr. 
BufTy  affured  him,  that  he  fhould  foon  return  ; and  Inch  was  his 
wifli  and  expedfation ; for  although  he  knew  the  prejudices  which 
Mr.  Tally  entertained  againft  himfelf,  his  condudf,  and  the  whole 
connexion  of  the  French  nation  with  the  Subah  of  the  Decan  ; he 
imagined,  that  his  reprefentations  in  perfonal  conference  would  con- 
vince Mr.  Tally,  that  this  alliance,  and  the  affiflances  which  might 
be  derived  frem  it,  would  be  the  fur  eft  meaiis  of  acquiring  and  main- 
taining the  fuperiority  of  the  French  nation  over  the  Englifli  on  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel.  The  whole  French  army,  for  none  were  left 
with  Salabadjing,  marched  from  Aurungabad  on  the  i 8th  of  July,  the 
third  day  after  they  arrived  there.  On  the  third  of  Auguft  they 
reached  Reyoor  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Kriftna,  about  20  miles  from 
Mafulipatam,  where  Mr.  Moracin  joined  them.  Here  Mr.  Buft}'' 
delivered  over  the  command  of  the  army  and  the  government  of  all 
the  ceded  provinces  to  Mr.  Confians,  taking  with  him  250  of  the 
beft  of  the  Europeans,  of  which  100  were  cavalry,  and  500  Sepoys. 
They  proceeded  through  Ongole  to  Nelore,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  4th  of  September,  and  were  received  by  Nazeabullah  as  friends 
and  allies.  We  fliall  now  return  to  the  affairs  of  Bengal. 


War  of  COTONET  CTIVE  on  the  day  he  arrived  at  Muxadavad  from 
Bengal.  Patna,  which  was  the  15th  of  May,  received  advices  from  the  coaft 
of  Coromandel  of  the  arrival  of  the  French  fquadron,  and  of  the 
engagement  between  them  and  the  Englifh  on  the  29th  of  April. 
The  confufon  with  which  the  city  of  Muxadavad  was  at  this  time 
agitated  by  the  condudt  of  Meerum,  required  that  the  fuperiority 
which  the  French  were  acquiring  on  ftiore  fhould  not  be  publickly 
known,  and  to  counteract  fuch  opinion,  Clive  fpread  the  news  he 
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received  as  a complete  naval  vi6lory  ; two  of  the  Fj  eiich  flilps  funk 
in  the  fight,  infteud  of  one  fti  ancled  afterwards  by  a milchance  ; the 
red:  put  to  flight,  with  no  likelihood  of  being  able  to  land  the  troops 
which  they  had  brought  for  Pondicherry. 

The  Nabob  had  tranfmitted  to  his  fon  INIeerum  his  own  vexation 
at  the  attention  which  Clive  had  Ihewn  to  the  prefervation  of  R®y- 
doolub,  by  taking  him  with  him  to  Muxadavad,  when  the  campaign 
broke  up  at  Bar.  Meerum  had  not  been  able  to  fupjjrefs  fome  ex- 
preffions  of  indignation,  which  were  reported  to  Conjebeharry,  the 
brother  of  Roydoolub,  who  a6fed  in  the  city  as  his  deputy  in  the 
office  of  duan  ; the  brother,  too  lolicitous  for  Roydoolub’s  fafety,  and 
his  own,  had  tampered  with  a confiderable  Jemautdar  in  the  Nabob’s 
fcrvice,  who  gave  his  oath  to  aid,  whenever  danger  fhould  require,  in 
defence  of  Roydoolub’s  houfe.  Meerum  obtained  knowledge  of  this' 
agreement  juft  as  Clive  and  Roydoolub  were  approaching  the  city, 
which  he  immediately  quitted  with  much  appearance  of  fear,  and 
went  to  Mootagil,  one  of  the  palaces  in  the  neighbourhood,  where 
he  fummoned  all  the  troops  and  artillery  of  the  government,  giving 
out  that  he  intended  to  march  away  to  his  father,  who  had  not  yet 
palTed  the  ftraight  of  Tacriagully.  The  more  obfcure  the  caufe,  the 
greater  was  the  terror  raifed  by  this  abrupt  refolution.  The  markets 
were  defcrted,  the  fhops  were  fliut,  the  bankers,  even  the  Seats,  would 
do  no  bulinefs,  and  many  principal  families  prepared  to  fend  away 
their  effe6ls.  The  city  had  been  for  two  days  in  this  trepidation, 
when  Clive  arrived,  and  on  enquiry,  found  that  Meerum  affected  to 
fufpedl  even  him  of  joining  with  Roydoolub  in  evil  intentions  againff 
his  life.  He  immediately  wrote  to  the  Nabob,  complaining  of  Mee- 
rum in  the  fharj)efl:  terms,  and  faid,  that  he  would  no  longer  remain 
in  Bengal,  facrlficing  zeal  to  diflruft ; he,  however,  fagacioufly  re* 
frained  from  making  any  mention  in  this  letter  of  the  late  news  from 
Coromandel,  forefeeing,  that  it  would  make  a ftronger  impreffion  on 
the  Nabob’s  mind,  when  received,  magnified  as  it  would  come  with 
advantageous  circumftances  by  the  report  of  others.  The  Nabob 
anfwered  with  much  contrition  ; but  before  his  letter  arrived, 
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IMeerumhacI  been  convinced  by  Mr.  Scrafton,  who  was  intimate  with 
him,  of  the  meannefs  of  his  fufpicions,  and  the  ralhnefs  of  his  con- 
du6t,  and  had  alked  pardon  of  Clive  in  the  moft  fabmifiive  terms. 
Neverthelefs,  the  news  of  his  agitations  had  induced  the  Nabob  to 
defift  from  his  huntings,  and  his  intention  of  paffing  the  remainder 
of  the  Mahomedan  lent  at  a famous  durgar,  or  tomb,  near  Rajah- 
miabal.  arrived  in  the  city  on  the  30th  of  May  ; but  Clive,  little 
felicitous  of  an  interview  with  him,  had  gone  away  on  the  24tb  to 
Calcutta.  Two  thoufand  of  the  Englilh  Sepoys  \vere  fent  tliither, 
and  the  red,  wdth  all  the  Europeans,  remained  at  Coffimbuzar. 

On  the  20th  of  June  arrived  the  Ilardwicke,  one  of  the  company’s 
fhips  from  England,  with  the  arrangements  that  had  been  made  in 
conlequence  of  the  news  of  the  lols  of  Calcutta.  The  firll:  advices  of 
this  event  were  received  in  London  in  the  month  of  Ausfufl  of  the 
preceding  year,  when  the  company  appointed  a temporary  committee 
of  five  perfons  (in  which  Clive  was  to  prefide)  to  manage  their  affairs 
in  Bengal ; but  in  November  they  refolved  to  difmifs  IVIr.  Drake 
from  the  government,  and  nominated  a council  of  ten,  in  which 
the  four  fenior  members  were  to  prefide  alternately,  each  for  three 
months : in  this  fucceflion  of  the  four  Mr.  Watts  Rood  the  firlf  ; 
the  others  were  Mr.  Manningham,  Mr.  Beecher,  and  Mr.  Holwell, 
who  was  not  yet  returned  from  England.  The  firR  refolution  of 
AuguR  had  been  fent  in  another  fliij),  which  although  difpatched  be- 
fore was  not  yet  arrived;  fo  that  the  firR  intelligence  of  it  came  in  the 
Hardwicke,  with  that  of  November.  The  novelty  of  this  refolution 
fubjedled  it  to  the  imputation  of  abfurdity : it  was  faid  that  thepowers 
of  the  country,  accuRomed  to  treat  with  one  chief,  would  regard 
the  alternate  prefidents  of  Calcutta  with  mockery  iiiRead  of  refpedl  ; 
but  another  caufe  operated  on  opinions  more  Rrongly.  Colonel 
Clive  had  felt  and  expreffed  refentment  at  the  neglect  of  himfelf  in 
the  company’s  orders,  for  no  Ration  was  marked  for  him  in  the  new 
eRablifhment  : much  money  remained  due  on  the  claims  of  the 
treaties  ; the  Nabob  might  prove  refiadlory  if  Clive  RiCukl  depart ; 
and  all  concurred  in  thinking  he  would  beR  defend  what  he  had 
won,  in  cafe  the  French  Riould  make  any  attempt  in  the  province. 
A The 


Book  IX.  Meer  Jaffier.  355 

The  three  leading  members  of  the  council  were  more  impreffed  1758. 
than  any  with  thefe  apprehenfions,  and  propofed  to  the  reft  that 
Clive  fhoiild  be  requefted  to  accept  of  the  government  under  the 
ufual  modes;  the  vote  was  unanimous,  and  the  tender  was  made 
and  accepted  on  the  26th  of  June. 

Intelligence  of  the  fall  of  B^ort  St.  David  had  arrived  on  the  20th, 
and  left  no  doubt  of  Mr.  Lally’s  intention  of  befieging  Madrafs  as 
fbon  as  the  Englifh  fquadron  fhould  be  obliged  by  the  monfoon  to 
quit  the  coafl  in^Odober,  unlefs  he  fhould  prefer  to  detach  a part  of 
his  force  to  Bengal. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  letters  were  received  from  Anunderauze- 
Gauzepetty,  who  had  fucceeded  the  Rajah  Vizeramrauze,  in  his 
power  and  territory  in  the  provinces  of  Rajahmundrum  and  Chi- 
cacole.  Anunderauze,  diffatisfied  with  the  arrangements  made  by  Mr. 

Bufly  on  the  death  of  his  predecefTor,  had  waited  an  opportunity  to 
take  his  revenge  ; which  occurred  foon  after  Mr.  Buffy’s  departure, 
by  the  embarraflments  in  which  he  was  involved  at  Aurengabad  by 
the  animofity  of  Nizamally,  and  the  orders  of  Mr.  Tally  for  his  re- 
turn into  the  Carnatic.  Anunderauze,  on  this  intelligence,  marched 
from  his  refidence  of  Vizianagarum,  and  retook  Vizagajiatam  from 
the  I'rench  garrifbn,  of  which  he  fent  advices,  offering  to  furrender 
the  place,  to  the  Prehdency  of  Madrafs  ; and  requefting  them  to  fend 
a large  detachment,  which  he  intended  to  join  with  his  own 
forces,  and  take  the  four  provinces,  which  the  French  had  obtained 
from  the  Subah  of  the  Decan  ; but  finding  that  no  troops  could  be 
fpared  from  the  Carnatic,  he  now  made  the  fame  propofals  to  the 
prefidency  of  Bengal,  where  the  proje61:  feemed  delufive  or  chimerical 
to  all  but  Clive.  However,  nothing  could  be  determined  before 
the  month  of  September,  when  fhips  might  quit  the  river,  and  the 
intentions  of  Mr.  Tally  would  probably  be  afeertained. 

The  real  Rate  of  the  Englilh  affairs  in  the  Carnatic  could  be  no 
longer  concealed  in  Bengal,  and  required  more  complacency  than 
the  government  of  Calcutta  had  hitherto  fhewn  to  the  inclinations 
ot  Meer  Jaffier,  who  regarded  the  encreafe  of  their  diRreffes  with 
fecret  joy  as  the  redemption  of  his  own  liberty.  He  would  imme- 
diately have  gratified  his  favourite  vengeance  agaiiiR  Roydoolub,  if 
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the  cVifcontent  of  his  troops  for  want  of  pay  had  Jiot  rendered  it 
dangerous  to  give  them  luch  a pretence  of  tumult,  before  they  were 
fatisficd.  In  other  points  of  the  government  he  was  obfer\ed  to 
affume  a herner  air  of  authority,  and  told  one  of  his  favourites,  who 
betrayed  the  convetfation,  that  if  a French  force  Ihould  come  into 
the  pro\-ince  he  would  allift  them,  unlefs  the  Enghfh  relealed  him 
from  all  their  claims  of  money,  territory,  and  exemptions. 

Clive  had  expeeded  this  change  in  the  Nabob’s  condued,  becaiife 
he  knew  it  to  be  none  in  his  mind;  and,  in  order  to  prevent  him, 
at  leald  for  a while,  from  committing  any  exceffes  in  his  caj)ital,  as 
well  as  to  exhibit  the  appearance  of  union  and  cordiality  to  the 
public,  the  prefidency  invited  him,  as  on  a vilit  of  pleafure,  and 
as  a compliment  to  Clive  on  his  acceptance  of  the  government,  to 
pafs  fome  days  at  Calcutta,  hlr.  Watts  was  deputed  to  give  the 
invitation.  The  Nabob  law  the  drift,  and  hefitated,  but  at  length 
confented  as  foon  as  his  boats  llrould  come  from  Dacca.  They  are 
a magniiicent  fleet  kept  at  a great  expence  for  pomp  and  amufement, 
and  the  Nabob,  with  his  family  and  women,  every  year  })afs  a 
month  in  them  at  this  feafon,  when  the  Coflimbuzar  river  is  highefl:. 
They  come  from  Dacca,  decked  and  adorned,  and  return  thither  as 
ibon  as  the  feldival  is  over,  to  remain  ufelefs  until  wanted  for  the 
fame  occafion  in  the  next  year. 

Scrafton,  after  Clive  left  Muxadavad,  had  attended  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  Roydoolub  in  his  office  ; but  the  Englifli  theml'elves  had 
unwittingly  planted  an  engine,  which  w'as  unfufpededly  under- 
mining all  his  protedhons.  Nuncomar  had  accompanied  the  army 
to  Patna,  and  as  a Gentoo  very  converlant  in  the  revenues,  w^as 
employed  with  confidence  by  Roydoolub.  When  the  payment  of 
the  tuncaws  given  by  the  Nabob  at  Rajamahal  began  to  fail,  he  ex- 
pounded to  Colonel  Clive  the  fallacy  of  the  excufes,  and  profFei  ed, 
if  he  were  empowered  to  a6l  as  the  agent  of  the  Englifh,  fupported 
by  the  authority  of  the  Nabob’s  government,  to  find  fummary  means 
of  recovering  the  amount,  or  of  fubflituting  equivalent  payments. 
Colonel  Clive  not  forefeeing  the  end,  employed  him  as  he  had  pro- 
pofed,  and  without  the  repugnance  of  Roydoolub.  Nuncomar,  as 
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his  firft  meafure,  threatened  the  Rajah  of  Nuddeah  with  imprifon-  1758. 
ment,  who,  frightened,  fled  to  Calcutta,  preferring  to  trufl:  himfelf 
to  the  clemency  of  the  Englifh.  I'his  exercife  of  authority,  neither 
difavowed  nor  difapproved,  immediately  placed  Nuncomar  in  that 
confpicuous  ftation  of  terror,  which  is  the  objefl  of  ambition  in 
India,  as  the  certain  means  of  wealth  : but  knowing  that  the  prac- 
tices by  which  he  was  to  make  his  fortune  could  not  efcape  the  faga- 
citv  and  experience  of  Roydoolub,  he  now  became  as  apprehenfive  of 
hiscontroul,  as  he  had  been  hitherto  folicitous  of  his  favour,  and  call 
about  to  fecond  the  Nabob’s  intention  of  removing  him  from  the  dn- 
anny.  Scrafton  fufpefted  the  views  of  Nuncomar,  which  deterred 
him  from  conferring  either  with  the  Nabob  or  his  fon,  but  he  held 
nightly  meetings  with  the  emilfary  in  whom  they  moll:  confided,  and 
reprefented  that  the  Englilh  would  no  longer  interfere  in  any  arrange- 
ments which  the  Nabob  might  think  proper  to  make  in  his  govern- 
ment, provided  they  received  the  balances  of  the  treaty  monies,  which 
he  undertook  to  fee  regularly  paid.  His  arguments  were  at  this  Junc- 
ture the  more  welcome,  becaufe  Roydoolub  continued  to  evade  the 
furnifliing  of  money  for  the  demands  of  the  army,  whofe  impatience 
had  obliged  the  Nabob  to  dilburfe  a part  of  his  ^old,  which  was,  as 
ufual,  treafurcd  up  againft  extremity.  The  fcheme  would  not  have 
been  void  of  rifque,  if  Nuncomar  and  others  had  not  eflranged  the 
powerful  houle  of  the  Seats  from  the  interefts  of  Roydoolub,  by  re- 
prefentations,  that  they  would  be  called  on  for  money  to  fupply  the 
Nabob’s  exigencies,  if  Roydoolub  continued  to  delay  the  lupplies 
from  the  revenues.  On  the  24th  Rajahbullub,  formerly  mentioned 
in  the  reign  of  Allavcrdy,  as  father  of  Kiflendafs,  and  duan  to  Now- 
''  agis  Mahomed,  who  had  held  in  appanage  the  government  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Dacca,  was  appointed  duan  to  Meerum,  and  on  the  26th 
Rovdoolub  was  ordered  to  deliver  over  to  Rajahbullub  the  accounts 
and  fuperintendance  of  that  province,  Roydoolub  law  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  his  danger  unexpefledly  and  at  once,  and  immediately  requeft- 
ed  leave  to  retire  with  his  family  and  effefts  to  Calcutta.  The  Na- 
bob confented,  but  Meerum  refufed,  until  he  had  furnilhed  a fum 
iiiflicient  to  fatisfy  the  troops.  Matters  were  in  this  Rate,  when 
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Mr.  Watts  arrived  on  the  4th  of  Auguld,  with  the  invitation  of  the 
council  to  the  Nabob,  who  defirous  of  appearing  unconcerned  in  what 
was  to  follow,  confented  to  proceed  with  him  to  Calcutta.  The 
boats,  which  were  now^  arrived  from  Dacca,  were  ordered  to  proceed 
and  wait  at  AugadeejD,  where  the  Nabob  intended  to  join  them,  after 
he  had  taken  the  diverfion  of  hunting  in  the  ifland  of  Coffimbuzar, 
which  in  the  middle  is  covered  with  jangles,  the  repair  of  many  deer 
and  tigers  ; but  this  amufement  was  only  a pretext  to  remain  within, 
call  of  the  city,  \^'hich  he  left  on  the  6th,  accompanied  by  Mr.Watts. 
Two  days  after  his  departure  his  Ion  Meerum  ordered  a body  of 
troops,  who  were  clamouring  for  their  pay,  to  go  and  demand  it  of 
Roydoolub.  They  furrounded  and  befet  the  enclofures  of  his  houfe, 
which  were  fpacious  ; and  Roydoolub  had  gathered  a confiderable 
number  of  his  own  troops,  amongR  whom  were  fome  European  de- 
ferters.  Mr.  Scrafton  arrived  at  Roydoolub’s  houfe  before  any  blood 
was  fhed,  and  prevailed  on  both  fides  to  remain  quiet,  until  he  could 
inform  Mr.Watts,  who  was  then  halting  with  the  Nabob  at  Moncar- 
rah,  14  miles  to  the  fouth  of  the  city.  The  Nabob  pretended  to  know 
nothing  of  what  waspaffing,  and  authorifed  Mr.Watts  to  bring  away 
Roydoolub.  He  arrived  in  the  city  juft  in  time  to  fave  his  life  ; for 
Meerum,  apprehenfive  of  prevention,  had  ordered  the  troops  to  feize 
his  perfon  at  any  rifque ; and  Roydoolub  had  prepared  a dofe  of  poifon 
to  prevent  the  indignity.  Mr.  Watts  and  Mr.  Scrafton  immediately 
put  him,  with  a few  attendants,  into  his  boats,  and  accompanied  him 
with  a party  of  Sepoys  in  others  : they  arrived  at  Calcutta  before  the 
Nabob,  who  waited  at  Hughley  until  Clive  and  moft  of  the  council 
paid  their  reijjedts  to  him  there.  He  then  proceeded  with  them  to 
Calcutta,  where  he  was  entertained  for  feveral  days  with  pomp  and 
feftivity.  He  fet  out  on  his  return  to  Muxadavad  on  the  aift  of 
Auguft,  and  arrived  there  on  the  firfl:  of  September.  During  his 
abfence,  Meerum  had  continued  guards  over  the  houfe  of  Roydoolub 
and  of  his  three  brothers,  all  of  whom  had  employments  in  the  re- 
venue. Mr.  Haftings,  who  had  fucceeded  Mr.  Scrafton  as  the  agent 
cf  the  prefidency  at  the  city,  was  afraid  of  giving  offence  to  the 
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Nabob,  if  he  fhould  employ  the  Eiiglilh  troops  at  Coflimbuzar  to 
protect  them,  and  was  equally  unwilling  to  advife  Roydoolub’s  family 
to  remove  without  this  aid,  left  the  women  fliould  be  Ropped,  and 
the  infult  produce  a fray  between  their  retinues,  and  the  troops  by 
which  they  were  belet ; but  the  repeated  requefts  of  Clive  at  length 
prevailed  on  the  Nabob  to  permit  their  departure,  and  they  fet  out 
for  Calcutta  on  the  12th,  efcorted  by  a guard  of  Englifh  Ibldiers. 
The  next  night  but  one  the  city  was  alarmed  by  a new  tumult. 

On  the  4th  of  September  in  this  year,  began  the  Moharram,  or 
firft  month  of  the  Mahomedan  year,  of  which  the  firR  ten  days  are 
efpecially  confecrated  to  devotion.  The  palaces  of  the  Nabob  and  his 
fon  Mcerum  Rood  on  the  ^^'eRe^n  bank  of  the  CoRimbuzar  river,  but 
at  fome  diRance  from  each  other.  On  the  night  of  the  r^th  of  Sep- 
tembei',  which  was  the  9th  of  the  Moharram,  the  Nabob  went  to 
his  foil’s  in  a boat,  and  obferved  the  Riore  crowded  with  a much 
greater  number  of  people  thanuRial.  Returning  in  hispalankin,  he 
Ropped  to  pay  his  rlevotions  at  the  principal  mol'que  of  the  city,  and 
had  previoufly  ordered  his  general,  Cojalladdee,  to  Ration  a fuffi- 
cient  number  of  troops  to  keep  off  the  populace  ; but,  on  entering 
the  enclofure  of  the  mofque,  found  it  filled  and  furrounded  by  Sepoys, 
amongR  whom  were  leveral  Jemautdars  belonging  to  Coja  Haddee, 
who,  inRead  of  the  ufual  refipebt,  kept  their  feats  w ithin,  w^hilR 
their  foldiery  thronged  tumultuoufly  about  the  Nabob,  and  prevented 
his  paffage.  He,  neverthelefs,  fufpebling  no  danger,  w^as  endeavour- 
ing to  get  through  them,  until  one  of  the  fpies,  who,  as  ufual,  at- 
tended his  perfon,  returned  out  of  the  crowd,  and  told  him,  that 
Coja  Haddee  had  armed  all  his  own  troops  with  fome  bad  intention  ; 
on  which  the  Nabob  waited  until  all  his  own  retinue  had  o-athered 
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about  him,  and  in  the  mean  time  many  more  were  coming  from  the 
palaces.  The  Jemautdars  of  Coja  Haddee  then  rofe  and  went  away 
haRily,  and  their  foldiers  likewife  dilperfed. 

The  next  morning  a Jemautdar  of  another  divifion  of  the  army 
informed  the  Nabob  that  Coja  Haddee  had  armed  his  foldiery,  and 
afifembled  them  at  the  pavilion,  with  the  intention  of  killing  him  in 
the  tumult  of  a fray,  which,  in  the  night,  might  appear  accidental, 

VoL.  II.  -2  Z • between 


3«o 

September. 


The  War  of  Bengal.  Book  IX. 

between  them  and  the  Nabob’s  guard  : prefently  after,  another  offi- 
cer, who  had  ferved  in  the  diviiion  of  troops  commanded  by  Roydoo- 
lub,  came  in,  and  faid  that  Roydoolub  had  fent  a bill  of  exchange 
from  Calcutta  for  two  lacks  of  rupees,  which  was  to  be  paid  by  Meer 
Allee,  one  of  his  dependants,  to  Coja  Haddee,  who  was  to  diflribute 
this  money  amongft  the  troops,  to  induce  them  to  rife  under  pretence 
of  demanding  their  arrears,  when  they  were  to  furround  and  cut  off 
the  Nabob.  The  Nabob,  without  farther  examination,  difmiffed 
Coja  Haddee  from  his  fervice,  with  orders  to  leave  the  city,  and  ap- 
pointed Mahmdee  Cawn,  a Pitan,  to  the  poff  of  Buxey,  or  captain 
general  of  his  forces. 

In  this  manner  was  the  Rory  related  on  the  fecond  day  after  the 
tumult  at  the  pavilion  by  the  Nabob  himfelf  to  Mr.  Haftings  ; and 
the  very  day  after  it  happened.  Rajah  Binderbund,  one  of  Roydoolub’s 
brothers,  in  a private  conference  on  this  fubje6l,  told  Mr.  Haftings^ 
that  the  troops  then  affembled  were  at  his  devotion.  This  fuggeftion 
induced  Mr.  Haftings  to  believe  the  accufation  againft  Roydoolub  ; 
but  Colonel  Clive  fufpefted,  and  ordered  ftridler  enquiry.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  Nabob  had  informed  Mr.  Haftings,  that  he  had 
got  poffeflion  of  a letter  written  by  Roydoolub  to  Coja  Haddee, 
in  which  Mr.  Watts  and  Mr.  Scrafton  were  mentioned  as  havino- 
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confented  to  their  proje<ft  of  deftroying  him  ; but  he  refufed  to  give 
a copy  of  the  letter  until  he  faw  Mr.  Watts  and  Mr.  Scrafton.  Mr. 
Haftings  reprefented  the  implication  and  indignity  of  their  coming  to 
be  confronted  with  luch  an  accufation  ; on  which  the  Nabob  re- 
quefted  him  to  write,  and  fent  one  of  his  own  officers  to  Calcutta, 
to  requeft  that  they  might  be  fent,  in  order  to  fettle  a new  fcheme 
he  had  projedled  for  dilcharging  the  monies  for  which  he  had  given 
tuncaws  on  the  provinces.  Before  this  he  had  paid  the  arrears 
due  to  the  troops  under  the  immediate  command  of  Coja  Haddee, 
which  were  1200  horfe,  and  had  obliged  them  to  quit  the  province 
in  different  bands  by  different  routs  ; but  Coja  Haddee  himfelf  was 
ftiffered  to  remain  in  the  city  until  the  nth  of  0<ftober,  when  he  was 
permitted  to  depart,  accompanied  by  30  horfemen,  and  with  aflur- 
ances  that  he  fhould  receive  no  injury,  provided  he  raifed  no  dif- 
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turbance.  A few  days  after,  the  Nabob  was  informed  that  Mr.  Watts 
and  Mr.  Scrafton  were  not  likely  to  come  to  him,  on  which  he  de- 
livered a copy  of  the  letter  imputed  to  Roydoolub  ; and,  although  he 
had  before  faid  it  had  been  intercepted,  he  now  confeffed  that 
his  fon  Meerum  had  obtained  it  from  Coja  Haddee,  on  a promife  of 
reconciliation.  The  letter  “ exhorts  Coja  Haddee  to  carry  the  affair 
“ in  which  he  is  engaged  into  immediate  execution.  Roydoolub  will 
“ be  with  him  in  time;  has  written  to  Meer  Alii  to  fupply  the  ex- 
“ pences  ; has  half  engaged  Seid  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  and  leaves  it  to 
the  difcretion  of  Coja  Haddee  to  bring  him  over  entirely;  will 
“ affuredlv  comply  with  what  was  agreed  upon  between  himfelf  and 
“ Coja  Haddee;  has  gained  the  concurrence  of  Colonel  Clive  by  the 
“ means  of  Mr.  Watts  and  Mr.  Scrafton,  and  has  taken  the  dif-< 
“ charge  of  the  tuncaws,  and  the  arrears  of  the  Nabob’s  army  upon 
“ himfelf.”  The  caution  of  Roydoolub  during  the  confederacy  againff: 
Surajah  Dowlah,  in  which  he  never  ventured  to  write,  or  even  to 
fend  a melfage,  rendered  it  fcarcely  probable  that  he  ffiould  thus 
throw  himfelf  into  the  power  of  Coja  Haddee,  on  pretences  he  knew 
to  be  fidtitious ; and  it  was  ftill  more  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that,  living 
in  Calcutta  without  means  of  efcape,  he  Ihould  dare  fo  heinous  a fal- 
ffty  againff:  Clive,  whofe  feverity  he  had  learned  to  dread  as  much' 
as  he  refpefted  his  proteftion.  Clive  regarded  the  letter  as  a for- 
gery of  the  Nabob’s  and  his  fon  in  order  to  exafperate  him  againff: 
Roydoolub,  whom,  if  he  (hould  not  punifh  more  feverely,  they  ex- 
pected at  leaff:  he  would  turn  out  of  Calcutta,  when  they  might  plun- 
der him,  without  controul,  of  his  wealth,  as  the  ranfom  of  his  life. 
But  on  the  other  hand  it  appeared  ffrange  that  they  Ihould  produce 
a letter,  which,  if  not  true,  might  be  eafily  difproved  by  a ff:ri6l  ex- 
amination of  Coja  Haddee  on  the  whole  feries  of  his  connexion  with 
Roydoolub.  Their  permifffon  of  Coja  Haddee’s  departure  was  already  a 
ffrong  indication  of  their  apprehenfion  of  this  teff:,  and  a few  days 
after  came  news,  that  he  and  feveral  of  his  followers  had  been  killed 
in  a fray  with  the  troops  ffationed  at  Rajahmahal,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Daud  Khan,  who  was  the  Nabob’s  brother.  His  head  was 
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1758.  brought  to  Muxadavad  and  viewed  with  much  complacence  by  the 
ScptS^ber.  Nabob  and  his  fon.  Still  it  remained  to  examine  Seid  Coffim  Ally 
Khan,  and  Meer  Alii;  but  at  this  time  the  forces  of  the  Englifh  pre- 
ftdency  were  fo  much  diminifhed  by  an  armament  fent  out  of  the 
river  to  the  province  of  Chicacole,  that  it  became  neceffary  not  to 
provoke  the  Nabob,  by  probing  the  ignominy  of  his  condutl ; of 
which  Clive  had  acquired  a iutficient  proof,  by  a letter  written  in 
his  own  hand  to  Nunccmar  at  Hughley,  offering  him  a title  and 
jaghire,  if  he  would  bring  the  affair  of  Roydoolub’s  letter  to  a good 
end:  it  was  therefore  deemed  imprudent  to  inflidt  the  reproach  he 
deferved  : but  Ciive  told  him,  that  if  he  gave  ear  to  f'uch  tales, 
there  would  be  an  end  to  all  confidence  between  him  and  the  Enelifh 
nation. 

Farther  letters  had  been  received  in  Augiift,  from  the  Rajah  Anun- 
derauze;  and  other  advices,  which  were  not  very  corredt,  gave  fome  ac- 
count of  the  difeords  between  Mr.  BufTy  and  Nizamally  at  Aurenga- 
bad.  Annnderauze  repeated  more  earneftly,  and  with  greater  conli- 
dence,  his  requeff  of  a body  of  troops  to  drive  the  French  out  of  the 
Xeded  provinces,  and  now  propofed,  as  equally  feafible,  the  redudtion 
of  Mafulipatam.  Letters  of  the  fame  purport  came  at  the  fame  time 
From  Mr.  Briftol,  who  had  been  the  agent  at  Cutteck,  and  had  proceed- 
ed from  thence  to  Ingeram ; had  vifited  Annnderauze  on  the  way,  and 
was  received  by  him  with  much  good-will.  A few  days  after  arrived 
advices  from  the  prefidency  at  Adadrafs  of  the  fecond  engagement 
between  the  fquadrons  on  the  3d  of  Augufl,  with  their  opinion,  that 
the  French  fhips  were  fo  much  difabled  that  they  muft  return  to  their 
iflands  to  refit  before  they  ventured  another;  that  the  French  army 
was  before  Tanjore,  and  that  Mr.  Bulfy  was  on  his  march  from  Hy- 
derabad to  Mafulipatam,  from  whence  he  was  to  join  Mr.  Lally  with 
the  greatefl  part  of  the  force  under  his  command  : that  this  meafure 
indicated  Mr.  Lallv’s  intention  of  exertins:  his  whole  fl:ren2;th  in  the 
Carnatic,  and  left  no  apprehenfions  of  his  making  any  attempt  againft 
Bengal  ; for  v/hich  reafon  they  expedfed  the  prefidency  in  this  pro- 
vince would  immediately  fend  a confiderable  part  of  their  force  to 
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enable  Madrafs  to  Irand  the  brunt  of  the  arduous  conflict  which  muft 
loon  enllie. 

No  one  doubted  that  Madrafs  would  be  befieged  as  foon  as  the 
monfoon  had  lent  the  fquadrons  off  the  coaft,  if  reinforcenaents  fhould 
not  arrive  before  ; but  Clive  did  not  entertain  the  furmife  that  it 
could  be  taken  whilif  it  had  jjrovifions  : and  as  troops  were  known 
to  be  on  the  way  from  England,  if  the  lliips  in  which  they  were  em- 
barked fnould  lofe  their  palTage  in  this  year,  they  would  probably 
arrive  in  the  firft  months  of  the  next.  Neverthelefs  it  was  necef- 
lary,  if  jooHible,  to  alleviate  the  inequality  between  the  Englifh  and 
French  force  in  Coromandel. 

But  the  preference  which  each  of  the  Company’s  prefidencies  was 
naturallv  inclined  to  give  to  its  own  fafetv,  as  the  onlv  ground  on 
which  the  property  and  fortunes  of  the  whole  community  were  efta- 
blilhed,  fuggefted  aj)prehenfions,  that  Madrafs,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  it  had  been  treated  by  the  prelidency  of  Calcutta,  would,  what- 
foever  might  be  theneceflity  of  Bengal,  detain,  on  their  own  fervice, 
whatfoever  troops  might  be  fent  to  their  affillance  ; and,  although 
little  was-  to  be  Immediately  apprehended  in  Bengal  from  the  French, 
yet  the  intire  effrangement  of  the  Nabob,  and  the  hazard  of  all  that 
remained  due  from  him,  were  to  be  expedled,  if  he  law  the  FInglilh 
force  too  coniiderablv  diminilhed,  without  the  immediate  power  of 
recall,  to  oppole  either  his  own  attempts  againfl  them,  or  to  afford 
the  alfillance  he  might  want,  whether  in  the  maintenance  of  his  au- 
thority againft  his  own  fubjedfs,  or  the  defence  of  his  territory  againO: 
foreign  enemies. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  concliilions,  it  was  determined  not  to  lend 
a body  of  troops  to  Madrafs,  but  to  employ  all  that  could  with  pru- 
dence be  f])ared,  in  concert  with  x\nunderauze,  againll  the  French  in 
the  ceded  provinces;  which  would  either  occafion  a diverfion  of  their 
troops  in  the  Carnatic,  or,  if  they  negledfed  this  aflidance,  would 
deprive  them  at  once  of  all  they  had  acquired  by'  their  long  con- 
nexion with  the  Subah  of  the  Decan  : and,  led:  any  danger  during  the 
expedition  fliould  threaten  Bengal,  the  troops  were  only  to  obey  the 
immediate  orders  of  Calcutta. 
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The  condticl:  of  the  expedition  was  committed  to  Lieutenant- Co- 
lonel Forde,  who,  on  the  invitation  of  the  prefidency  to  take  the 
command  of  the  army  in  cafe  of  the  departure  of  Colonel  Clive,  had 
quitted  the  King’s  fervice  in  Adlercron’s  regiment,  and  arrived  from 
the  coafl:  in  the  month  of  April.  Mr.  George  Grey  was  fent  to  con- 
tinue the  courfe  of  intelligence  at  Cuttcck,  and  Mr.  John  Johnftone 
was  dilj3atched  in  the  Mermaid  (loop  to  make  the  neceifary  prej^ara- 
tions  in  concert  vdth  Anunderauze  at  Vizagapatam.  I'he  force 
allotted  for  the  expedition  was  500  Europeans,  including  the  artil- 
lery-men, 2000  Sepoys,  and  100  Lafcars:  the  artillery  were  fix  field- 
pieces,  the  befi:  brafs  fix-pounders,  fix  24-pounders  for  battery,  a 
howitz,  and  an  eight-inch  mortar.  Eighty  thoufand  rupees,  and 
4000  gold  mohurs,  equivalent  to  60,000  rupees,  were  the  military 
chefi:  for  immediate  expences.  The  embarkation  was  made  on  three 
of  the  Company’s  fliips  lately  arrived  from  Europe,  on  the  Thames, 
a pi  h ate  Ihip  of  700  tons,  with  two  of  the  pilot  floops  of  the  river. 
The  Thames  likewife  carried  a great  quantity  of  provifions  intended 
for  Madrafs,  whither  flie  was  to  proceed  as  foon  as  the  prefent  fervice 
would  permit.  By  altercations  in  the  council,  for  the  meafure  was 
too  vigorous  to  be  acceptable  to  all  of  them,  and  by  delays  in  the 
equipment,  the  veflTels  were  detained  in  the  river  until  the  end  of 
September.  Their  departure  left  the  Engllfh  force  in  the  province 
barely  equal  to  what  they  carried  away. 

The  progrefs  of  this  expedition  after  the  departure  of  the  arma- 
ment bears  more  relation  to  the  affairs  of  Coromandel  than  of  Ben- 
gal. The  events  which  immediately  enfued  in  the  provinces  of  Be- 
har  and  Bengal,  originated  in  the  diftradlions  which  had  for  many 
years  prevailed  at  Delhi,  the  capital  of  the  empire,  and  from  the 
views  and  operations  of  a variety  of  great  interefls  and  powers  afting 
in  the  center  of  Indoftan.  The  developement  of'thefe  caufes,  and 
their  effedls,  require  an  uninterrupted  inveftigation  of  no  little  com- 
plication and  extent.  But  the  important  and  nearer  contefl:  already 
opened  between  the  Englifh  and  French  nations  in  the  Carnatic, 
continues  from  this  time  forth  with  fuch  inceffant  energy,  that  our 
8 narrative, 
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narrative,  once  engaged,  cannot  ^uit  their  operations  without  impair-  1 758. 
ing  the  perfpicuity  neceffary  to  explain  the  fl:n6t  fucceffion  of  influ- 
ences,  by  which  preceding  events  were  continually  producing  thofe 
which  immediately  followed.  We  have  therefore  determined  to 
continue  this  portion  of  our  fl:ory  without  interruption,  until  the 
events  themfelves  begin  to  take  refpite  ; when  we  (hall  return  to  the 
affairs  of  Bengal. 


End  3/'  the  Ninth  Book, 


ERRATA. 

Page  37,  line  8,  dele  Agerow,  fon  of  Ballerow. 

93,  20,  for  Muizafabeg,  read  Murzafa  Khac. 

1 1 2,  6,  for  I'aliab,  read  I'aheb. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL  and  PROPER  NAMES 

MENTIONED  IN  THIS  VOLUME, 

FROM  A COPY  PREPARED  BY  THE  AUTHOR,  FOR  AN  INDEX. 

When  the  fame  Name  frequently  occurs  in  the  fame  Page,  once  only  is  mentioned  in  this  Lift. 
The  Geographical  Names  are  printed  in  Italia. 

SECTION  THE  FIRST. 

V*  / 


A Bdul  Hay,  the  renter  of  Salawauk,  p.  335. 
^ Abdiill  Nabey  Cawn,  291.  292. 
Abdullvvahab,  the  phoiifdar,203.  204.  206.  231. 

240.  241.  292.  293.  315. 

JlbyJJinittns,  92 . i O i . 

Ac  bar,  6. 

Achin,  330. 

Adlercron,  col.  88.  217.  218.  220.  230. 

regiment,  89.  122.  126.  134.  143- 
203.  217.  218.  230.  364. 

Admiral,  the  king’s,  155.  234. 

A Joni,  country  S.cfthe  Krijlua,  264.  34^* 
Afghans,  261;. 

Africa,  its fanJy  drferts,  3. 

Agey,  a river  vohich  takes  its  rife  in  the  high  lands 
of  Berbohin,  168. 

Agra,  6.  8.  265. 

Aguadeep,  a village  on  the  bank  of  Cojfmbuzar  ri- 
ver, 136.  137.  166.  358. 

Alamparvah,  303.  306.  311.  314.  319. 
Aleppo,  127. 

Alexander,  Mr.  commiftiiry,  205. 

Algapah,  nephew  of  Moodilee,  116.  200. 
Aligur,  fort,  12 1.  125. 

Alinagore,  the  port  of  God,  Calcutta,  80. 
Allahabad,  1 . 281. 

Allaverdy,  brother  to  Hodgee  Hamed,  27.  28. 
29.  30.  31.  32.33.  34.  3(;.  36.37.  38.39.40. 
42.43.44.  45.  46.47.  48.  49.  51.  52.  53.  54. 
55.  56.  81. 83.  147.  153.  183.  184.  185. 186. 
194.  242.  270.  357. 

Allaverdy’s  widow,  270.  272. 


Allumchund,aGentoo  of  diftinftion,  29.  30.  31. 
Ally  Saheb,  one  of  Maphuze  Khan’s  jemautdars, 
237- 

Alvar  Courchy,  N.W”.  of  Tinivelly,  200.  236.2^1. 
Alwarcourchy,  fee  Alvar  Courchy. 

Alnxiar  Tinivelly  di/lriHs,  1 1 2. 

Amazons,  river  of,  3 . 

Ambore,  228. 

America,  296. 

Ammannee  Cawn,  fon  of  the  nabob  Suffraze 
Khan,  270.  271. 

Anaverdi,  the  widow,  mother  to  the  nabob  of 
Arcot,  228. 

Anaioajhul,  a tavm,  198. 

Angria,  the  pirate,  52;  83. 
Anunderawze-Gauzepetty,  a rajah,  33^.  362. 
363.  364. 

Anwarodean  Khan,  nabob,  228. 

Aour,  a village  in  Tondiman's  woods,  215. 

Arabia,  its  fandy  defects,  3.  230. 

Arabs,  92.  10 1. 

Aracan,  3.  7.  8.  1 4.  1 1 9. 

Arcelore,  337. 

Arcot,  nabob  of,  or  nabob  of  the  Carnatic,  89. 
1 10.  229.  313. 

nabobfliip  of,  nabobs  of  in  general,  army, 
203.  207.  218. 220. 

city,  fort  of,  227.228.231.233.240. 

244.  245.  249.  250.  316.  334.  335. 
government  of,  21. 
province  of,  104. 

\Aritlore,  z town,  212.217. 


VoL.  II. 


*Z  z* 


Armetrow, 


INDEX  TO 


Arnittrow,  an  officer  of  diflindlion,  aaS.  229. 

230.  244.  249.230.  292.  293.  313. 

Arminiaii  ferhaud,  the,  19.22. 

yfrzw/ft.'awx, merchants,  25.  59.  6S.  129.  148.  130. 

133.  154.  162.  165.  167. 

Ar7ii,fort,  248. 

AJia,  96. 

Afiatick.  court,  28. 

AJfam,  3.  26. 

Aftruc,  Mr.  a French  commander,  294. 
Augadeep,  fee  Aguadeep. 

Akrer.gabad,  92.  104.  226.  253.  264.  265.  266. 

341-  345-  347-  348.  349-  35^-  352-  355-  362. 

Aurengzebe,  7.  13.  15.  16.  17.  19. 

Aurm.gs,  or  cloth  markets  ,51. 

Aydnagur,  a toton,  100.  10 1. 

Azim-al  Shan,  graadfon  of  Aurengzebe,  16.  17. 
18.  19.  21. 

Baber,  the  intrepid  emperor  of  Delhi,  6. 

Bahar^  190.  [92. 

Bailley,  Mr.  72. 

Balaharum,  greater  and  leffier  forts,  227. 
Balagerow,  Ntitia,  fon  of  Ballerow,  general  of  the 
Morattoes,  37.  41.  93.  103.  145.  153.  156. 
226.  227.  228.  229.  230.  263.  264.  263.  266. 
281.  292.  313.  341.  342.  345.  346.  347.  348. 
349- 

Balakiffien  Sauftry,  an  officer  of  diHinflion,  3 1 3.  | 
Balaventrow,  a general,  227.  228.  229. 230. 244. 

249.250.291.292.  313. 

Ballafore  road,  12.  14.  119.  120.  139. 

town,  2.  3.  8.  14.  18.  27.  50.  Sr. 
B.allero\v,  general  of  tlie  Morattoe  ariny,  37.  38. 
43.  44. 

Bamboos,  210. 

Banatyne,  enfign,  217.  249.  289.  290. 
Bandapollam  river,  306.  308.  311. 

Banddl,  a village,  127. 

Bander malaitka  faiflorv,  218.  261. 

Bangar  Yatcham,  a Polygar,  203.  231.  313. 
Bangar  Yatcham-naigue,  diftrifts,  292. 

Bankipore,  a garden,  192.  279.  280. 

Bctr,  on  the  bank  of  the  Ganges,  284.  333. 
Baramputrah  river,  2.  3. 

Bafchir  Pondit,  general  of  the  Morattoes,  32. 

3 5- 36- 37- 46. 

Baflalut  Jung,  brother  of  Salabadjlng,  263.  264. 

267.  34r.’343.  344.  348.  351. 

Bet  avia,  333. 

■Batfon,  Mr.oneof  the  council  of  Calcutta,  5 7.58. 
Beder,  93  264. 

Beecher, Richard,  162.  163.  334. 


Behader  Shah,  1 7. 

Bthai,  province,  2.  3. 17.  20.  26. 27. 28.  31.  33. 
37.  38.  39.  40.  42.  43.  44.  50.  53.  145.  146. 
147.  130.  161.  163.  178.  185.  186.  191.  193. 
194.  270.  277.  281.  282.  283.  284.  364. 
Belcher,  Mr.  fecretary  to  col.  Clive,  134. 
Belliqueux,  French  man  of  war,  296. 

Ben  art  X,  193. 

Bengal-hdtS’ , 3. 

province,  called  the  Paradife  of  India, 
I.  2.  3.  4.  3.  6.  7.  8.  10.  II.  14.  15.  16.  17. 
18.  19.  20.  2 1 . 24.  25.26.27  29.  30.  3 1 . 32. 
36.  37.  38.40. 42.43.44.  50.  31.  52.  53.  36.81. 
82.  83.  84.  85.  86.  87.  88.  89.  104. 108.  II  I. 
119.  125.  129.  132.  136.  138.  139.  145.  146. 

133.  153.  156.  161.  163.  173.  178.  183.  189. 

19 1.  197  212.  2 1 7.  233.  234.  239.  242.  247. 

260.  262.  263.267.  272.  274.  275.  281.  282. 

283.  293.  330.  341.  352.  353.354-  355-  362. 
363.  364.  365. 

Berar,  province,  2.  37.  264.  266.  341.  344.  343. 
350. 

Berkoh'm,  34.  42.  168.  268.  273.  281. 
Berkatoolah,  106.  icg.  1 10. 1 1 1.  1 12.  1 13.  1 14. 
1 1 5.  1 1 6.  1 1 7.  199.  20g.  236.  238.239.  246. 
247.  248.  251. 

Bermada/s,  N.  VV.  of  Tinivelly,  251. 

Be%oara,  93.  253. 

Bien  Aime,  a French  fl'.ip  of  war,  298.  299. 

301.  302.  303.  332. 

Bimlapatam,  263, 

Binderbnnd,  a Rajah,  brother  to  Roy'doolub, 
360. 

Black  Chriftians,  or  Portuguefe,  61. 

Black  Hole,  Calcutta,  74. 

Bobtlee,  fort,  N.  E.  of  Vizagapatam,  234.  253. 

236.  259  260. 

Bodgepore,  country,  283. 

Boglipore,  150.  168.  185.  190. 

Bogwav.golah,  a town  on  the  Ganges,  180.  287. 
Bombay,  19.  21.  23.  59.  78.  139.  141.  146. 

230.  233.  247.  293. 

Bonirawze,  a Polygar,  291. 

Bofeawen,  Mr.  305. 

Boughton,  a furgeon,  the  trade  to  Bengal  open- 
ed to  the  Englifli  by  his  means,  8.  ii. 
Bourbon,  l/k  of,  234.  235. 

Bouvet,  Mr.  governor  of  the  ifle  of  Bourbon, 
234.233. 

Bramaii,  the  fhaller,  the  fenpture  of,  5. 

Bramins,  the  fhanferit  language  preferved  by 
them,  5.  113.  137.  194.  219.  248.  234.  320. 


Byatapour, 
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Brnmpour;  i^o  miles  N.  of  Aurengabad, 

349-  35^- 
297. 

Brca>nra~dr\  a facred  river  in  Vlziapore,  326. 
Brereton.  ( apt.  of  the  Cumberland,  302. 

Rrty?,  85.  296.  397.  298. 

Bridges,  caj't.  134. 

Bridgwater,  Engiifli  frigate,  89.  296.  308. 
Briftol,  ?.Ir.  iale  agent  at  Cutteck,  362. 
Buckanjee,  the  principal  (liroff,  or  banker  in  the 
Dccan,  1 10. 

Bulwanfing,  the  rajah  of  Benarez,  193. 
Bur^nican,  ;6.  32.  33.  35.  37.42.  15O.  170.273. 

276.  282. 

BwJua,  190. 

BulTaponiague,  commander  of  Sepoys,  799.  237. 
Bufly,  Mr.  tiie  commaiuler  of  tlie  French  forces 
in  the  Decan,  84.  85.  86.  87.  89.  91.  92.  93. 
94.  95.  97  - 98.  100.  10 1.  102.  103.  1 10.  136. 
143.  145.  156.  158.  164.  185.  218.  225.  226. 
253.  254.  2i;5.  21,6.  257.  249.260.  261.  262. 
263.  264.  267.  268.  292.  3 1 8.  3 19.  341.  342. 

343.  344.  345-  346.  347-  3 f8.  349-  35°-  35i- 
352.  355. 362.  _ 

Buxerries,  or  Indian  matchlock  men,  59.  61. 
65.277. 

Buxey,  or  general,  240.  360. 

Buzbuzia,  fort,  78.  121.  122.  123.  124.  125. 

CaJawali,  fort,  231.  245. 

Cadi,  or  Mahomedan  judge,  17. 

diftrifls,  109.  112.236.  251. 

Calnflrt,  a town,  292. 

Calbtrgn,  S.  of  Beder,  264. 

CalcuUn,  a town,  purchafed  by  the  Engiifli  in 
1698. — 16.  17.  18.  79.  07.  24.  26.  45.  46. 
49.  50.  i;i.  52.  43.  55.  59.  60.  61.  62.  78. 
79.  80.  87.  83.  84.  86.  87.  88.  120.  727.  122. 
723. 124.  725.  726.  127.  728.  729.  733.  734. 
135.  136.  738.  139. 740.  142.  743.  146.  147. 
149.  150. 157.  153.  154.  156.  157. 749.  161. 
162.  763.  764  164.  169.  771.  779.  183.  185. 
187.  188.  i8g.  196.  197.247.  267.  269.270. 
271.  273.  276.  277.  284.  286.  354.  355.  356. 

357-  35^-  359-  360.  367.  363. 

Callender,  Mr.  205. 

Calliaud,  Captain,  708.  log.  no.  i7T.  173. 
197.  798. 799.  200.  201.  202.  2c8.  2og.  210. 
2 7 7.  2 7 2.  273.274.275.  276.  227.  222.  223. 

224.  225.  233.  235.  236.  237.  238.  239.  246. 
247.  252.  289.  295.  317.  322.  326.  336. 
Campbell,  Captain  of  the  company’s  troops, 
125.  262.  263. 


Can/t'ba,  296. 

C^ndagla,  a morattoe  general,  gt.  92.  97.  99. 
100. 

Cancul,  229.  259. 

Cara  Canamhaca,  mountains,  375. 

Caramnajpi,  river,  26.  282. 

Carnngoly,  277.  233.  245.  249.  289.  316. 
Carnatic,  37.43.  84.  87.. 108.  lit.  797,  202. 
2 (9.  226.  227.  228.  229.  243.  246.  247.  249. 
253.  254.  289.290.297.  292.  294.  313-  31  y 
322.  340.  347.  342.  347.  345062-  363-  361- 
Cataliominaigiie,  a Polyg.ar  of  Tinivelly,  ic8. 

109.  712.  199.  201.  236.  237.  238.  294. 
Catteck,  the  capital  of  the  province  of  Orixa, 
27.  32.  44. 

Cavantaiidelum,  fort,  237.  245.  249. 

Cave;  i,  x'wtr,  213.  215.  216.  277.  319. 
Caundorah,  20.  22.  23.  25. 

Caytocks,  a fire  arm,  96.  gg. 

Ceyhn,  ijland,  i 79.  233.  234.  298.  313. 
Chandngl.errl , aiicienily  the  capital  ot  the  Car- 
natic, 292.  3 7 4, 

Chandeinagore,  76.  59.  67.  89.  127.  136.  137. 
138.  139.  740.  743.  145  746.  149.  763.  164. 
167.  169.  796.  272.  267.  270.  273. 

Chanock,  Job,  the  company’s  principal  agent  at 
Hnghley,  12.  75.  74.  15. 

Charmaul,  85.  89.  90.  97.  93.94.  97.  102.  103. 
7 18.  253.  264. 

Charminarets,  or  the  Four  Towers,  an  edifice  in 
the  city  of  Charmaul,  gr. 

Chemnefaw,  an  agent  274. 

Cbe-velpetore , 704.  tc6.  173.  775.  716.  799.  200. 

209.  257.  252.  293.  394.  295. 

Chicacole,  Prcvincc,Z‘j.  703.  185.253.255.  260. 

267.  268.  286.  355.  362. 

Chilaihbarum,  208.  250.  314. 

Chimundelum,  redoubt,  303. 

China  (hips,  234. 

Chinchura,  59.  61.  79.  80.  81.  727.  140. 
Chinglapet,  2 i 7.  2 79.  233.  245.  3 16.  334  335. 
C'.htrsgee-ul-DowIa,  or  the  lamp  of  riches,  48. 

fee  Mirza  Mahmud,  and  Surajah-Dowlah. 
Ckitore,  fort,  240.  247.242.  292. 

Chittafett,  231.  240.  242.  243,  244.  245.  246. 

247.  248  250.  253.  3 I 7. 

Chittigan  QAty,  12.  74. 

province,  3. 

Cli'jultry,  223. 

Chout,  or  tribute,  228.  230.  375. 

Chriftians,  black,  or  Portuguefe,  67. 

Chuckle) apollam,  2 1 6. 

Chuckleypoint,  an  obfolete  redoubt,  307.  308.  309. 

*Zz2*  Chunderfaheb, 


INDEX  TO 


Chunclfrfaheb,  83.  31S.  334.. 

Chuncierfain,  a confiderable  rajah,  264. 
Chuprah,  a town  on  the  Ganges,  192.  193. 
270. 

Cingoram,  river,  too. 

Clayton,  Captain,  67. 

Clive,  colonel,  88.  89.  121.  122.  123.  123.  126. 
127.  128.  129.  130.  131.  132.  133.  134.  135. 
136.  138.  139.  141.  145.  146.  147.  148.  149. 
153.  134.  155.  136.  157.  159.  161.  162.  163. 
164.  163.  166.  167.  169.  170.  171.  174.  175. 
176.  177.  178.  179.  180.  181.  1S2.  186.  187. 
193.  193.  196.  197.  267.  268  269.  270.  271. 
273.  274.  273.  276.  277.  278.  279.  280.  2b2. 
283.  284.  283.  286.  287.  330.  352.  333.  334. 
335.  356.  358.  359-  360.  361.  362.  363.  364. 
Cobelorg,  S.  ot  Madrafs,  233. 

CofFreesi  203.  204.  205.  223.  225.  328.  337. 
338.  339.  340. 

Coja,  Cojee-Haddee,  163.  169.273.  279.  339. 
360.  361. 

Coja  Wazeed,  a great  merchant  at  Kughley, 
58.  138.  282. 

Coilguddy,  pagoda,  107.  236. 

Colar,  fort,  227. 

Cv/e;ocn, river,  85.  214  217.  250.  290.  319.  326, 
335-  337- 

Colleries  of  the  Polygars,  icg.  116.  117.  198. 
199.  209.  2 13.  236.  294.  322.  323.  324.  328. 
329.  337. 

Ccllery,  fort,  200. 

Collet,  Mr.  of  the  council  of  Calcutta,  57.  58. 
80.  163. 

Comgar  Cawn,  a petty  rajah,  281. 

Committee  at  Calcutta,  187. 

Company’s  commerce,  234.  261. 
effects,  262. 
prefidences,  363. 
lliips,  232.  233.  262.  364. 
troops,  197.  201. 213.  231. 
Condmwre,  91.  229. 

Ccndavir,  2c6. 

Conde,  a French  fliip  of  war,  298.  299.  300. 
302.  332. 

Conflans,  marquis  of,  a French  commander, 
319.  35c.  332. 

Conjebeharry,  brother  to  Roydoolub,  353. 
C'tsijeveram,  219.  220.  221.  230.  231.232.  233. 

235.  243.  249.  254.  316.  334. 

Cooke,  Mr.  fccretary  to  the  council  of  Calcutta, 
76.  77. 

Coolies,  attendants,  303. 

Coote,  Captain,  116  127.  132.  144. — M.ijor, 


168.  170.  178.  186.  1S9.  19?'.  191.  192.  193. 
194.  193.278. 

Coromandd,  coaft,  i.  62.  83.  84.  85.  86.  118. 
146.  173.  196.  219.  239.  243.247.  286.  287. 
290.  352.  333.  363.  364. 

Coflids,  or  meffengers,  166. 

Coffim  Ally,  a Phoufdar,  283. 

C-'Jf:mbu%ar,  idand,  6.  16.  18.  34.  37.  38.  44. 
43.  46.  49.  31.  34.  56.  39.  62.  79.  82.  84. 
14$.  146.  149.  130.  138.  139.  164.  163.  166. 

169.  170.  171.  180.  189.  ig6.  270.  272.  273. 
^7;-  283.  33|.  338  339. 

CoJJimbu%ar^  river,  2.  3.  31.  33.  1 30.  168.  287. 
336. 

Cotaltava,  a minor  Polygar,  294. 

Covtlonil,  a town,  16  miles  from  Tanjore,  329. 
Count  de  Provence,  French  fliip  of  war,  297. 

298.  301.  331.  332. 

Cevrepauk,  fort,  241.  243.  316. 

Court,  Mr.  77, 

Courtin,  Mr.  a chief,  268.  283. 

Cruttenden,  Mr.  68.  72. 

Cudalore^  S.  of  fort  St.  David,  298.  304.  303. 

306.  308.  309.  310.  311.  320. 

Cudapah,  227.  229.  230.  249.  230.  263.  291. 
292.  3 I 3. 

Cudapanatam,  fort,  227.  228.  229.  230.  244.249. 
Cuddum  Huffain  Cawn,  an  officer  of  diflinc- 
tion,  180.  269.  271.  273. 

Culnah,dL  town,  N.  ofHughley,  166.  169. 
Cidpee,  S.  of  Calcutta,  162. 

Cumberland  man  of  war,  89.  119.  120.  121. 
139.  142.  143.  298.  299.  300.  301 . 302.  3 1 1. 
3'4-  33I- 

Cutteck,  274.  286.  362.  364. 

CuKoah,  fort,  on  the  river  of  Coffiinbuzar,  168. 

171. 

€utzvab,  town,  33.  33.  37.  149.  130.  168.  170. 

172. 

Dacca,  13.  14.  16.  18.  19.  32.  34.  48.  49.  81. 

148.  268.  270.272.275.  285.  336.  357-358. 
D’Ache,  Count,  commander  of  the  French, 
fquadron,  296.297.  299.300.  301.  306.  312. 
313.  319.  330.  33I-332..  333-  335- 336.  341- 

Damalcheny,  ftreights,  230. 

Damarlak,  venketappah,  diftricts,  292. 
Damerlah,  venketappah-naigue,  a Polygar,  203. 
231.  315. 

Dana  Sing,  a ffraggling  jemautdar,  240.  241. 
Danes,  Dan; fit,  it 7.  286.  321. 

Daniflimend  Cawn,  governor  of  Madura,  ic6. 
fee  Berkatoolah. 

D’Arambure, 
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? 


D’Arambure,  a French  officer,  99.  100. 
Darriapore,  190. 

Daud  Khan,  brother  of  Meer  Jaffier,  361. 
Daudmul,  an  edifice,  90. 

Daue{pBor,A  village,  171.  178.  179. 

Davis,  lieutenant,  309. 

D’Auteuil,  Mr.  2c6.  208.  212.  213.  214.  215. 
217. 

2. 24.  27.  89.  91.  93.  95.  102.  104.  no. 
136.  155.  164.  196.  253.  263. 264. 265.  3 ig. 
341.  342.  347.  350.  352.  363. 

De  la  Forge,  a furgeon’s  mate,  289. 

Delaware,  the  company’s  fliip,  84. 

Delavvay,  or  regent,  226. 

Deleyrit,  Mr.  305.  314.  317.  318. 

DcMt,  6.  13.  13.  19.  20.  22.  23.  24.  25.  26. 
27.  28.  29.  43.  44.  79.  121.  138.  149.  226. 
265.  266. 271.  272.  273.  278.  283.  284.  342. 
364. 

Dflta,  of  Bengal,  3.  49.  < 

D’Effaign,  Count,  303.  304.  308.  314.  327. 
329.  330.  335.  340. 

Devicotah,  198.  246.  313.  314.  318.  320. 


335- 

Devignes,  captain  of  one  of  the  French  corh- 
paiiy’s  fliips,  144. 

Dexvah,  or  the  Gogra  river,  26.  193. 

Diligente,  a French  Frigate,  297.  298.  301. 

Pinagcpore^  a town,  285. 

Dinapore^  192.  279. 

Dindigul,  209.  226.  236.  238.  246.  250.  251. 
252.  293.  294.  314.  317.  336. 

Ding  Mahomed,  the  fucccfsful  fliout  of  the 
Sepoys,  and  fignifies  the  faith  of  their  pro- 
phet,'3 39.  _ 

Ditch  the,  w’hich  furrounds  Calcutta,  162^ 
ifland  of,  21. 

Doab^  281. 

Dogkeepers,  fervants  in  India,  166. 

A dog,  accompanying  the  foldiers,  by  his  yelp- 
ing defeats  the  attack  on  the  city  of  Madura, 


fortrefs,  265.  266.  345.  336.  347.  349. 

^ 351- 

Dragoons,  French,  341. 

Drake,  Mr.  prefident  of  the  council,  at  Calcutta, 
50.  55.  56.  58.  83.  88.  121.  126.  i6r.  162. 

163.  187.  3 u- 

Duan,  or  prime  minifler,  49.  loi.  131.  149. 

240.  265.266.  346.  349.  351.  353. 

Duanny,  276.  357. 

Dubois,  Mr.  the  tommiffary  of  the  French  armv, 

325- 


Due  de  Burgogne,  a French  (liip  of  war,  299; 
300.302.332. 

Due  d’Urleans,  a French  fliip  of  wat,  299.  302. 
332. 

Dupleix,  Mr.  304.  342. 

Durbar,  or  public  audience,  3 1. 54-  55- 1 30.  148. 
149.  281. 

Durgar,  or  tomb  of  a faint,  284. 

Duftuck,  or  pafTport,  21.  25.  82.  136.  188. 
Dutch  in  Bengal,  8.  16.  45.  51.  57.  58.  59.  6r. 
78-  79.  80.  81.  127.  140.  263.  282.  307  321. 
333- 

Eaft  India  company,  Engliff),  8.  ii.  T4.  17. 

18.  25.  26.  126.  119.  153. 162.  228.  282. 
Ebrar  Cawn,  a buxey  or  general,  240.  241. 
Elavanafore,  202.  207.  2cS. 

Eliapore.  a village,  215. 

EUmi/ei urn,  215.  216. 

Elizabeth,  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  299.  302. 
331.  332. 

Elliot,  enfign,  58.  205. 

Ellis,  Mr.  a factor,  134. 

Elore,  city  and  province,  253.  341. 

Emperor,  Mogul,  6.  24.  32.  43.  136.  145. 
Emperor’s  Duan,  266. 

revenues  dimini  (lied,  13. 

England,  8.  17.  18.  19.  23.  51.  54.  56.  78.  84. 
85.  86.  121.  137.  187.  230.  232.  233.  247. 
261.  286.  330.  354.  363. 

Englifli  army,  13.  85.  86.  120.  122.  124.  125. 
127.  131.  135.  136.  137.  138.  141. 145.  146. 

147.  148.  149.  150.  160.  i6r.  168.  169.  170. 
171.  172.  175.  176.  177.  178.  180.  186.  204. 
2c6.  207.  209.  215.  216.  217.  2 i8.  2ig.  220. 
224.  228.  229.  230.  231.  242.  244.  250.  272. 
273.  275.  277.  278.  279.  28.1..  286.  287.  289. 
292.  294.  295.  314.  317.  318.  324.  336.  359. 
363. 

Englifli  admiral,  234.  235.  298.  299.  300. 
affairs,  243.  247.  322.  355. 
agents,  23.  314. 

Englifli  in  Bengal,  8.  10.  15.  17.  18.  20.  45.  55. 
56.  58.  59.  63.  64.  65.  68.  69.  72.  73.  77.  80. 
83.  84.  87.  89.  120.  123.  125.  126.  128.  129. 
136.  138.  139.  140.  142.  144.  145.  146  147. 

148.  149.  151.  142.  153.  155.  156.  157.  158. 
160.  162.  164.  167.  169.  178.  179.  181.  182. 
185.  191.  192.  195.  196.  260.  261.  269.  270. 
272.  276.  280.  281.  357. 

Englifli  tamp,  169.  1 78.  218.  221.  238. 

in  the  Carnatic,  52.  1 1 1.  1 12.  1 15.  1 17. 

209.  237.  238.  347. 
chief,  76. 

Englifli 
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Eiiglifli  church  at  Calcutta,  63. 
colours,  ii6.  232. 
commandant,  24.0. 

coii'meice,  i.  10.  1 1.  1 3.  1 5.  21 . 46.  82. 
I2I.  187.  188- 

company,  9.  16  86.87.  ^34-  ^3v  -^2. 

262.  282. 
councils,  2^3. 

factory,  19 1 . 253.  27 1.  279.  282. 

familifs,  262. 

flag,  I 7.  107.  126. 

garrifcuF,  233.  304.  3 16.  3 1 7.  33  4. 

government,  24.  54. 

government  in  India,  8.  95. 

governor  of  Surat,  8. 

language,  18 1. 

men,  268. 

militia,  70. 

nation,  79.  95.  1 14.  189.  195.  229.  352. 
362. 

officers,  125.  152.  191. 
pilots,  120. 

prefidency,  54.  316.  321.  562. 
priloners,  313. 
refident,  2 74. 

I'ettlements,  i.  17.  108.  261.297. 
fliips,  14. 16.  51. 150.232.233.234.  510. 
Englirii  fquadron,  84.  86.  87.  89.  120.  180.  239. 
293.  296.  297.  298.  299.  300.  301.  302.  3 1 1. 
312.  313.  314.  316.  317.  319.  327.  330.  331. 

332-  333-  335-  336-  352-  355- 
Englifh  women,  61.  70.  77. 

diftridls,  199. 200. 201. 238.  251. 294. 
Eunuch,  a favorite  in  the  Seraglio,  23. 

Europe,  4.  8.  25.  61.  96.  120.  129.  217.  229. 

261.  289.  305.  364. 

European  colonie.s,  24.  83. 

commerce,  46.  58. 
inhabitants,  212. 
fettlements,  282. 
women,  68. 

Europeans,  Dutch,  57.  224. 

Europeans,  Englifli,  12.  16,  45.  59.  62.  65.  66. 
80.  87.  89.  125.  126.  127.  131.  133.  142. 147. 
149.  153.  163.  168.  174.  175.  178.  186.  190. 
191.  198.  199.  203.  204.  205.  206.  209.  2 1 1. 
213.  214.  216.  218.  220.  221.  222.  224.  225. 
232.  233.  236.  243.  244.  245.  246.  249.  260. 
261. 262.  273.  275.  283.  290.  310.  316.  322. 
328.  335-  337-  338-  339-  340-  354-  358.  364. 
Europeans,  French,  85.  90.  92.  94.  95.  97.  98. 
99.  100.  loi.  102.  104.  1 18.  141.  146.  208. 
212.219.  220.  224.  250.  252.  256.  260.261. 


264.  268.  272.  280.  285.  294.  303.  304.  3oq, 
312.  313.  314.  327.  335.340.341.  345.  347. 

35^'  •352- 

Europeans  in  general,  8.9.  10.  iq.  21.  35.  48. 
53.  84.  145.  150.  153.  161.  189.  210.  257. 
321.  342.  347. 

Eyre,  Mr.  64.  68. 

Faqukrcs  tope,  215. 

Favorite,  French  company ’s  fliip,  85.  95. 
Feiitflia,  or  Feriflita,  the  hiftorian,  5. 

Fire-fliip,  89. 

Fifcher,  the  commander  of  the  French  hiifliirs, 
320. 

Five  rocks,  215. 

Fordc,  lieutenant-colonel,  203.  205.  206.  22 1. 

3'54- 

Fort  St.  David,  213.  224.  232.  233.  239.  242. 
246.  250.  252.  267.  296.  297.  298.  303.  304. 
305.  3c6.  307.  3c8.  311-  312.  313.  314.  316. 
317.  318.  319.  330.  355. 

Fort  lEilham,  Calcutta,  62. 

Forth,  Mr.  a furgeon,at  Coflinibiizar,  51.  55.  57. 
F oule  Point,  on  M?.dagarcar,-2  3 4. 

France,  51.  54.  56.  85.  89.  in.  127.  206.  234. 
239.  253.  313.  31B. 

French  Arms,  Army,  84.  86.  89.  90.  91. 92.  93. 
94.  96.  97.  99.  ICO.  102.  103.  1 18.  129.  164. 
170.  173.  177.  185.  194.  206.  208.210.  212. 
215.  21 6.  217.  218.  219.  220.222.  223.  230. 
23  r.  240.241.  242.  243.  244.  245.  246.  247. 
248.  250.  258.  260.  261. 264.  266.267.  273. 
289.  290.292.  293.  294.  295.  296.  308.  313. 
314.  316.  317.  318.  321.  322.  323.324.  326. 
327.328.  529.  331.  334.  335.336.  340.  342. 
346.  348.  349.  350.  352.  354.  355.  356.  362. 
363.  364. 

French  admiral,  300. 
affairs,  296. 
agents,  92. 
armament,  87. 
diftriifls,  334. 
dragoons,  34r. 

Eaft  India  company,  16.  45.  51.  85. 
145.  296.  320. 

fadlories,  58.  145.  146.  261.  268.  342. 
forces,  239.  267.  277. 
forts,  316. 

garrifon,  252.  317.  336.  355. 

government,  290. 

hoftages,  324.  325. 

huflars,  220.  221.  319.  320.  341. 

in  India,  56.  59.  61.  79.  80.  83.  85. 89. 

95. 
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95.  103.  104.  128.  138.  139. 140. 141.  142. 
147.  i6r.  173.  186.  187,  190.  191.204.  207. 
208.  227.  229.  239,  253.  265.  268.  285.  294. 
295-  537* 

French  miniftry,  296. 
nation,  352. 
olBcers,  334. 
poireflioiib,  296. 

priibners,  213.  214.  224.  267.  283.  289. 

304-  313- 
rock,  215.  216. 
fetilemeiit,  136,  i37.ji6i. 
fhips,  146.232.233  234.233. 296.297. 
fpies,  213 

iquadron,  8c  86.  233.  234.  233.  239. 
246.247.267.296,298  299.300. 
302.  303.  308.  311.  312.  313.  3T.p 
317.  322.  327.  330.  331.  332.  333. 
. 335-  352-  353-  362. 
territories,  2 1 7. 

FuUa,  a town,  78.  80.  81.  82.  84.  89.  120.  12 1. 
122.  187. 

Furrukfliir,  the  mogul,  fon  of  Azim-al  Shan, 
18.  19.  136. 

Futiuah^  iqo. 

Gangatloram , 1 13.  1 16. 

Gangaxi,  Ganjartt^  27.  260.  261. 

Ganges,  great  river,  i.  2.  3.  4.  5.  8.  9.  ii.  19.  26. 
27.  28.  40.  43.  44.  49.  8i.  119.  130.  162. 
180.  188.  192.  .193.  247.  273.  275.  280.  282. 
284.  285. 

Granges,  little,  or  the  river  Hughley,  2.  9.  44. 
GartLn-houfe  at  Chimundelum,  303.  304.  306. 
308. 

Gatica,  a prifoner  of  confequence  in  Fort  St. 
David,  318. 

Gaiichmaul,,  a large  habitation,  90,  9^. 

Gauride,  a iMahomedan  fo-vereign — in  the  year 
1200 — 5. 

Gauzepetty,  fee  Anunderaiize-Gauzepetty. 
Gentoos,  the  fclliwers  of  the  lhafter,  are  dif- 
tingniftied  by  the  name  of,  s-  7-  29.  .49.  50.  (;i. 
53- S4-  137-  150- 151-  I53-  ‘54-  162.  163. 
185.  ]86.  196.  269.  336. 

Geriiih,  plains,  31.  32.  270.  273- 
GJttria,  a llrong  port,  52.  227. 

G'lngce,  2': 8.  2 1 8.  247.248.  333. 

Goa,  7. 

Goelaveri,  river,  2 18.  253.  261. 

Godeheu,  IVir.  207. 

Gogra,  or  tlie  Devvah  river,  26. 

Golconjah,  city, 83.  89.  9 1 . 92.  93.  98.  lOl.  103 
104.  153.264.  346.  330.  331. 


Golden  rock,,  2 1 3- 

Gornaftahs,  orGentoo  faflors,  31. 

Got ar.condah,  a llrong  fort  and  pafs,  292. 
Gorampally,  a village,  97. 

Governor  of  Boglipore,  190. 

Governor’s  hotife,  Calcutta,  68.  69. 

Govlndpore,  a town  purchafed  by  the  Englifli  in 
1698—17.  21.45.  70.  71.  77.  78. 

Govindroy,  133.  154. 

Grant,  Captain,  176. 

Grant,  Major,  170.. 

Great  Britain,  127.  2c6. 

Grey,  Mr.  George,  364. 

Grove  PiaJJy,  172.  I 74.  176. 

Girw/eer,  diltndls,  260.  261. 

Gunga,  a river,  330.  331. 

Guy  ah,  a town  ol  great  fanctity  and  pilgrimage, 
283.  284. 

Guzurat,  Nabob  of,  23.  24. 

Haffizally  Chan,  fon  of  the  Nabob  Suffraze 
Khan,  270. 

Hamed  Schah,  emperor,  43. 

Hamilton,  a furgeon,  obtains  of  the  Mogail  con- 
fiderable  benefits  to  the  Englifh  in  Bengal,  20. 
Hardwicke,  one  of  the  company’s  fhips,  334. 
Harrifon,  capt.  of  the  Yarmouth,  302. 

Ballings,  Mr.  358  360. 

Hazarimull,  brother-in-law  to  Omichund,  6d. 
Heath,  a commander  of  one  of  the  company’s 
fiiips,  14.  15. 

Hedges,  Mr.  governor  of  Calcutta,  19. 
H.raut-jeel,  the  nabobs  palace  at  Muxadavat^ 
159. 

ficdgee  Hamed,  brother  to  Allaverdy,  27.  28. 

29.  30.  31.  32.  34.  39.  40.  41.  46.  53. 
Hcl’.”ell,  Mr.  a member  of  the  couned,  Cal- 
cutta, 5-.  67.  71.  72.  73.  74.  76.  77.  79.  81, 
354- 

Homaion,  fon  of  Baber,  6. 

Hnflan-Ally,  the  famous,  20. 

Holftln  Cooley  Khan,  48.  49. 

Hollages,  324.  325. 

Hughley,  river,  or  the  little  Ganges,  2.  3.  9.  10. 
1 1.  12.  13.  15.  16.  17.  18.  24.  35.  45.  .19.  51. 

S3-  S^-  59-  72-  *’9-  ^^5- 

126.  127.  128.  137.  141.  142.  146.  162.  1.64* 
167.  276  282.  283.  286.  358.  362. 

Hunt,  captain,  205. 

Hulfars,  IVeuch,  212.  304.  319.  341. 
■'ybutjung,  a commander,  192. 

Hyderally,  Hyi  er  Naig,  the  my  fore  general, 
1 16.  226.  238.  246.  230.  231.  232.  293. 294. 
295.314.336.  , 

Hyder, 
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Hyder  Jung,  342.  343.  344.  345.  348.  349. 

Naig,  (See  Hyder  Ally) 

HyJrabarl.  92.  93.  95.  100.  lOl.  103.  133.  233. 
347.  331.  562. 

Jatner,  121. 

Ally  Khan,  91.  92.  lOi.  319. 

Cavvn,  278. 

Khan,  nabob,  18.  20.  24.  25.  26.  27.  28. 
Jagcrnnut,  the  pagoda  of,  49. 

'yuggernaut,  (in  Orixa,)  king. of,  234. 

Taghire,  or  per, (Ion,  277.  342. 

James,  commodore,  139.  232. 

Janogee  Nimbulcar,  a morattoe  getieral,  92.  93. 

07.  100.  10 1 . 264.  274.  281. 

JalTeing,  a raja,  of  the  Rajpoot  nation,  21. 
ibrahim  Ally,  103. 

Cawn,  governor  of  Chieacole,  102.233. 
Ichlafs  Khan,  202.  203. 

Tehanguire,  7. 

ytUingeer,  nvcr,  2.  49.  166.  168. 

Jemaiil  Saheb,  a commandant,  107.  112.  291. 
293. 

Jemautciar  of  Omichunds  peons,  62.  74.  73. 
Jemaiitdars,  captains,  106.  107.  108.  1C9.  no. 
III.  114.  113.  197.  209.  214.  221.  236.  237. 
238.  240.  341.  232.  272.  289.  337.  353.  359. 
Jefuits,  268.  323. 

InJin,  7.  10.  23.  27.  31.  83.  86.  88.  144.  189. 
204.  213.  230.  234.  234.  296.  297.  303.  307. 
3J7- 

Indian  adminiftration,  14. 
camp,  172. 
ch’efs  233.  283. 
fortifications,  243. 
guides,  122. 

inhabitants,  15.  17.43.  36.  61.  126.  303. 

merchants,  in  Bengal,  62.  82. 

negociations,  320. 

religion,  3.  44.  219.  303. 

rowers,  164. 

weaver,  8. 

Indians,  22.  23.  28.  39.  91.  161.  234.  281. 

Ind Ji an,  3.6.  8.  9.  20.  27.  3 i.  43.  32.  79.  96. 
1 17.  137.  I 31.  170.  182.  194.  193.  226.  240. 
242.  237...2'6d.  344.  347.  364. 

Ingelee,  Illand  of,  12.  13.  16.  139.  142.  143. 
ingeram,  218.  233.  261.  362. 

Invefiment,  name  of  all  purchafes  in  India,  10. 
30. 

Johnftone,  Mr.  John,  a volunteer,  176.  364. 

Jonagi,  43. 

IJle  of  France,  297.  298.  330. 
fadlory,  81.  , 
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juggnifeat,  banker,  29.  30.  31.  38. 

JumbakiJina,  317. 

Jumna,  river,  i.  40. 

Kalajbiy,  a town,  203. 

Kandcl  r,  a river,  203.  313. 

Kanoul,  91. 

Karical,  314.  319.  320.  321.  324.  327. 

330.  331.  333.  333. 

Kelah,  or  ion,  278. 

Kelhdar  of  Chitlapet,  242.  243.  244.  243. 
ofDoltabad,  343.  346. 
of  Thiagar,  334.  333. 
of  Vandivvafti,  217. 

Kempcnfelt,  captain  of  the  Elizabeth.  302. 
Kenedy,  a French  lieutenant-colonel,  324.323. 
326. 

Kent,  man  of  war,  89.  120.  124.  123.  126. 

142.  143.  144.  146  286. 

KdiancUy  Cottah,  1 1 7. 
fort,  198. 

Kilpatrick,  Major,  84.  86.  120.  121.  1C2.  163. 
170.  176. 

King  of  England,  214. 

France,  214. 

Juggernaut,  in  Orlxa,  234. 

James  2d,  i r. 

of  Tanjoie,  198.  199.  213.  224.  318.  320. 
321.  323.  334.. 

Travancore,  236.231. 

Kings  of  India,  209. 

Kifnagur,  276.  283. 

Kifiendaisj  fon  of  raja-bullub,  49.  30.  31.  34. 
60.73.83.337. 

Kifinarow,  the  kellidar  of  Thiagar,  334. 
KiJInapata/n,  a town,  203. 

Kiveloor,  a pagoda,  321. 

Koran,  33.  161.  167.  194.  202. 

Krijina,r\\tr,  93.  226.  229.  233.234.  264.  263. 
352. 

Lacheme,  a goddefs  from  the  north,  202. 
Lahore,  22. 

Lally,  count  de,  governor  general  of  the  French 
pofieffions  in  India,  296.  297.  303.  304.  303. 
306.  312.  3 13.  3 14.  3 16.  3 17.  3 18.  3 ig.  320. 
321.  322.  323.  324.  323.  326.  327.  328.  330. 

33I-334-  335-  336-  34°-  35o-  35^-  35^>  355- 

362. 

Lally,  regiment  of,  296.  319. 

Lamballis,  bands  of  people  fo  called,  102. 
Lambei  tfon,  ferjeant,  219. 

Lafears,  39.68.  13 1.  186.  304.  308.  31 1.  312. 
339.  364. 

Latham 
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Latham,  captain  of  the  Tyger,  30Z, 

Lavaur,  father,  the  jefuit,  317.  318. 

Law,  Mr.  French  commandant,  9 1;.'97,  g8.  gg. 

118.  146.  147.  148.  150.  164.  168.  170.  179. 
185.  186.  190.  191.  192.  193.  258.  268.  271. 
273.  280. 

Lawrance,  col.  88.  220.  221.  294.  335. 

Leg,  captain  of  the  Newcaftle,  302. 

London,  firft  meridian,  i.  354. 

Lorrain,  regiment  of,  234.  235.  242.  244.  297. 
320. 

Louchees,  or  plunderers,  129. 

Lucknouti,  an  immenfe  city,  5. 

Lucknoiv,  271.  280.  V* 

Madaga/car,  idand  of,  234.  247. 

MadapoUam,  218.  261. 

Madrafs,  14.  15.  18.  19.21.  56.  58.84.85.86. 

87.88.89.  104. 105.  III.  115.  1 17. 

119.  121.  128.  139.  143.  146.  187. 
197.  203.  206.  208.  2 12.  2 1 7.  2 1 8. 
219.  221.  228.  229.  232.  233.  234. 
23  5.  242.  245.  252.  267.  289.  291. 
293.  295.  3 1 1.  313.  315.  316.  317. 
330- 334- 335- 362.  363.  364. 
Prefidency,  10.  1 5. 85.  207.  212.  218. 
2 35-  3SS- 

^ roads,  232.  234.  330. 

Madura,  104.  105.  io6.  107.  108.  109.  no. 
1 12. 1 13.  1 14.  1 15.  1 16.  117.  197.  199.  200. 
202.  208.  209.  210.  2 12.  213.  214.  2 16.  21 7. 
22  1.  22  2.  223.  224.  232.  233.  235.  236.  237. 
238.  246.  247.  250.  251.  252.  253.  293.  294. 
295.317. 

Mahmdee  Cawn,  a pitan,  360. 

Mahmood  Khan,  96.  98.  lOi.  103. 

Mahmud  Amy,  brother  of  Meer  Jaffier,  191. 
193.  194. 

Mahomed  Comaul,  316. 

HufleinJ  the  king’s  Duan,  10 1.  266* 
346.  349. 

Mahomedally,  nabob  of  Arcot,  89.  242. 
Mahomedan  government,  i.  5.  7. 

judge,  or  cadi,  1 7. 
lent,  354. 
officers,  185. 
year,  359. 

Mahomedanilm,  254. 

Mahomedans,  22.  31.  52.  91.  113.  165. 
Mahomed  Mauzm,  fon  of  Aurengzebe,  17. 
Maiffin,  208. 

Malabar  coaft,  201.  233. 

VoL.  II. 


Mangalum,  198.  igg. 

Maningham,  Mr.  of  the  council  Calcutta, 
84.  89.  187.  ig6.  354. 

Maphuze  Khan,  104.  ic6.  107.  ro8.  log. 

I to.  III.  113.  I 14.  I I 5.  I j6.  117.  199.  2C2. 
208.  209.  236.  237.  238.  246.  251.  252.  253. 
294. 

Marlborough,  one  of  the  company’s  diips,  1 19, 

120.  128.  212.  262.  263. 

Maflbola,  234.  235.  311. 

Maftdipatam,zi.  85.  94.  95.  204.  23 1. 253.  261. 

268.  319.342. 351. 352. 362. 

Matchlocks,  113. 

Mattaver,  315.  316. 

Maudave,  a French  captain,  323. 

Maudipore,  165.  166.  i8o. 

Maulda,  6.  182. 

Maunds,  20,000  maunds  or  1,600,000  pounds 
weight,  282. 

Mauritius,  the  IJland  of,  234.  326.  333.  336. 
Mayapore,  isi.  i2z.  123. 

Mayor’s  court,  Calcutta,  63. 65. 

Meer  Abib,  34.  37.  38. 39.  40.42.  52. 
Allamodean,  206. 

Alice,  a dependant  of  Roydulub,  360, 
361.  362. 

Coffiim,  brother  in  law  of  Meer  Jaffier, 
191.  194.  279.  283.  284. 

Jaffier,  brother  in  law  to  Allaverdy,  33, 
34.36.43.53.  73.77.  120.  131.  136. 
137.  147.  148.  149.  150.  151.  152. 

153-  154*  1.55-  157-  158.  159.  160. 

161.  162.  163.  164.  165.  167.  i68. 

169.  170.  171.  174.  175.  176.  177. 

178.  179.  180.  181.  182.  183.  184. 

185-  186.  189.  igo  igi.  193.  194. 

195.  196.  267.  269.  270.  271.  272, 

274.281.355. 

Murdeen,  one  of  the  nabob’s  generals, 
164.  173.  175. 

Meerfaeb,  an  adventurer,  202.  206.  208. 

Meer  Sallee,  274. 

Meerum,  fon  of  Meer  Jaffier,  160.  169.  178. 
i8o.  181..  183.  184.  196.  271.  272.  273.‘ 
274.  281.  286.  352.  353.  357.  338.  339. 
361. 

Meir  Jaffier,  106.  107. 

Meliapore,  97.  98. 

Mermaid,  Sloop,  364. 

Midnapore,  53.  268.  269.  273.  274.  286. 

Mills,  captain,  76.  77. 

Mint,  eftablifliedat  Calcutta,  188. 


1 
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Mirzs 
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Mirza  Mahmud,  elder  fon  of  Zaindee  Harr.ed, 
adopted  by  Allaverdy,  afterwards  Su- 
rajah  Dowlah,  47.  48. 

Miindec,  the  fon  of  Surajah  Dowlah’s 
younger  brother,  372.  274. 

Sallee,  the  renter,  274. 

Shah  Buzbeg,  an  Ufbeg  Tartar,  165. 
Mifiionaries,  igg. 

Mcg’J  empire^  9.  21.  f;6.  83.  164. 

government,  16.  17.  2i.  22.  23.  24.  25. 
102.  276. 

great,  1.  7.  9.  n.  13.  19.20.  52.  145. 
242.  265.  272.  282. 

Mogul’s  tribute,  283. 

Mohamed  Ally,  nabob,  104. 

IlToof,  104.  ic6.  1C7.  108.  no.  1 12. 
1 13. 114.  116.  1 99. 200. 201. 209. 
210.  214.  221. 222.  223.  224.225. 
233. 246.247.  250.  251. 252.  293. 
295.  317.  322.  337.  339.  340. 
Moharram,  or  tirft  month  of  the  mahomedan 
year,  359. 

Monacjee,  a general,  117.  198.  321.  322.  323. 

325.  327.  328.  329. 

Moncarrah,  358. 

Moiteclt,  a town  near  Dinapore,  192. 

Jilrngheir,  190. 

Monickchund,  the  governor  of  Hughley,  53. 
72.  So.  121.  123.  124.  125.  126.  138.  147. 
164.  179. 

Mcnfoons,  87.  201.  363. 

Moodemiah,  109. 

Moodilee,  native  of  Tinivelly,  105.  ic6.  107. 
108. 109. III.  112.  113.  116.  199, 200.  201. 
202.  209.  224.  236.  246.  252. 

Moonloll.  12&.  147.  158.  164.  173.  179. 
Moorad  Dowlah,  fon  of  Zaindee  Hamed,  47. 
Moorifh  garrifon  of  Tannah,  59^ 
government,  86. 

Moorman,  8c.  237. 

Mocrs,  12.  13.  23.  25.  162.  281, 

Mootabray,.  feat,  58.  138. 

Moota  GUI,  a garden  near  Miixadavad,  50. 

one  of  the  palaces  of  Meerum,  353. 
Mooteram,  the  fpy,  149. 

Moracin,  Mr.  French  chief  of  Mafulipatam, 
94-  319-  351-  352- 
Morarirow,  the  Morattoe,  229. 

Moras,  a French  fiiip  of  war,  299.  301.  302. 
3 32. 

Mcrattoes,  32.  33.  34.  35.  36.  37.  38.  39.  40. 
42.  43. 44.  45.  46.  50.  53.  56.  90.  92.  95.  99. 
loo  102.  145.  153.  15b.  157.  J/O.  226.  228. 


229.  230.  241.  242.  244.  249.  '250.  264.  266. 
267.  274.  280.  281.  282.  291.  292.  293.  315. 
341.  343. 

Morattoe  ditch,  45.  61.  63.  65.  128.  129.  130. 

131.  132.  133.  134.  135. 

Moravar,  the  greater  and  lefler,  105.  108.  198. 

199.  209.  235.  322;. 

Moravar,  vmds,  236. 

Moraudbaug,  a palace  and  garden,  181. 
Mcrtizally,  240.  293. 

Mount,  the,  220. 

Moujp,  river,  90.  g8. 

Moy,  a difobedient  chief,  191. 

Mulliavaukel,  a foi't,  227. 

Muncarra,  a village  S.  of  Coffimbuzar,  171. 
172. 

Munfiibdar,  or  commander  of  6000  horfe^ 
278. 

Murzafabeg,  245.  249.  316.  334. 

Murzafajing,  242.  263.  318. 

Murzafar  Khan,  93.  94.  96.  98.  101.  103. 
Mufnud,  or  throne,  181. 

Muffut  Kouli,  32. 

Muftapha  Khan,  general  of  the  Pitans,  33.  34. 

36.  39.  40.  41.  42.  46.  52. 

Muxadavad,  16.  19.21.  28.  29.31.  32.33.  34^ 
38.  43.  44.  48.  49.  50.  51.  52.  56.  58.  60. 
79.  8q.  87.  89.  120.  121.  125. 126.  127.  128. 
136.  137.  138.  145.  146.  148.  150.  155.  156. 
157.  159.  161.  163.  164.  166.  167.  169.  178. 
180.  183.  185.  186.  187.  189.  193.  194.  195.. 
196.  268.  270.  273. 274.  276.  281.  284. 285. 
2£6.  287.  352.  353.  356.  358.  362. 

Myana,  107.  236. 

Myfore,  93.  209.  226.  227.  246,  264.  293.  294. 
Myforeans,  93.  209.  229.  236.  238.  251.  252. 
314.  317-  556. 

Nabey  Cawn  Catteck,  109.  1 10.  1 12.  1 13. 1 15. 

1 16.  209.  236. 

Nabob  of  Arcot,  89.  91.  104.  107.  no.  in. 

202.  203.  204.  207.  2c8.  218.  226. 
227.  228.  229.  230.  231.  233.  240. 
241.  242.  243.  244.  245.  252.  253. 
292.  293.  294.  315.  316.  317.  321. 
322.  334.  335. 

of  Arcot’s  mother,  240.  241. 
ofBengal,8.  n.  12.13  .14.15. 16. 17.21. 
25.26.  28.  29.  30.  31.  33.  35.  36.  44. 
50.  55.  56.  57.  58.  59.  60.  61.  72.  73. 
74.  76.  77. 78.  79.  80.  8 1. 82.  83.  84. 
86.  87.  88.  89.  120.  121.  122.  125-. 
126.  127.  128,  129.  13Q,  131.  132^ 

134- 
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134.  135.  136.  137.  138.  139. 

140.  141.  142.  145.  146.  147.  148. 
149.150.  15X.  152.  153.  154.  155. 
156.  157.  158.  159.  160.  161.  162. 
163.  164.  165,  167.  169.  170.  171. 
172.  175.  177.  178.  179.  180.  181. 
183.  188.  191.  194.260.  261.  267. 
268.  269.  270.  271.  272.  273.  274. 
275.  276.  277.  278.  279.  280.  281. 
282.  283.  284.  285.  286.  287.  290. 

291*  3S3-  354-  356-  357-  3S8.  359- 
360.  361. 362. 363. 

Nabob  Jaffier,  58. 

of  Ciidapah,  249.  250.  291, 
of  Oude,  270. 
of  Patna,  28  r. 
of  Rajahmundrum,  loi. 
of  Saiiore,  93. 

Nabob’s  army,  176.  177.  205.  218.  231.  316. 
361. 

brother,  Daud  Khan,  361. 
buxey,  or  general,  202. 
camp,  197. 
government,  357. 
governor,  213.  248. 
guard,  360. 

horfe,  166.205.  220-  244« 
officers,  167. 
territory,  316. 

troops,  168.  172.  174.  175.  178.  270. 
271.273.275.278.279.334.335. 
Nabobfliip,  195.  228.  272.  276.  278.  281. 
284. 

Nabob-gunge,  a village,  130. 

Nadacourch,  a minor  polygar,  294. 

Nadir  Shah,  29. 

Nagore,  an  opulent  town,  281.  320.  321.  322. 
Nana  Balagerow,  226. 

Nttpal,  the  country  of,  26. 

Nattam,  107.  1 10.  1 1 1.  1 15.  236.  246.  251. 
Navigation  to  India,  very  expenfive,  9. 
Nazeabulla,  governor  of  Nelore,  202.  203.  204. 

2c6.  208.  231.  245.  292.  352. 

Nazirjing,  43.  83.  242.  318.  342. 

298.  315.  320.  321.  330.  331.  333. 

334- 

Nelletangaville,  117.  199.  200.  209.  236.  251. 
294.  295. 

Nellicotah,  Polygar,  198.  igg, 

Nelligire,  hills,  2.  27. 

Nelore,  a town,  202.  203.  2c6.  208.  2I2.  217. 

218.  231.  240.  245.  292.  352. 

Newcaftle,  an  Englilh  man  of  war,  299.  300. 
^ 301.  302.  331. 


Nizamally,  brother  of  Salabadjing,  263.  264. 
266.  267.  341.  342.  343.  344.  345.  346.  347, 
348.349.350.351.355.362. 
Nizam-almiiluck,  father  of  Salabadjing,  32.  37. 
^ 228.  543.  344.  348. 

Nizar  Mahomed,  242.  245. 

Nowagis  Mahomed,  Hodgee’seldeft  fon,  34.  46, 
47.  48.  49.  50.51.53.  54.357. 

Nuddeah,  2.  16.  357. 

Nudiah,  187. 

Nuncomar,  governor  of  Hughley,  137.  139. 
141.  142.  164,  356.  357.  362. 

Ogul  Sing,  a Gentoo,  269.  275. 

Omar-beg,  one  of  Meer  Jaffier’s  officers,  16 1. 

163.  169.  170.  178.  276.  278.283. 
Omichmul,  a Gentoo  Merchant  at  Calcutta, 
50.  51.  54.  60.  62.  72.  73.  78.  80.  83.  128. 
130.  131.  132.  134.  135.  136.  137,  138.  141. 

148.  150.  151.151  15^154- 15^x56.  isV 

158.  159.  163.  164. 180.  181.  182. 

Ongole,  a town,  352. 

Opium,  27. 

province,  2.  6.  17.  20.  26.  27.  28.  31. 
32.  37.  38.40.  43-  44.  49.  50.  161.  163.  i;8. 
191.  254.  261.  268.  274.  281.  286. 

OJlend  company  driven  out  of  the  river  Hugh- 

lev»4S' 

a province,  44.  191.  192.  193.  268.  270. 
271. 

OuUagellinoor,  a fort,  207. 

Ou/cotah,  a fort,  227,  229. 

Outamalee,  200.  295. 

Outi amalore,  fort,  21 7*  218. 219.  220,  ^31.  248, 
249.  289. 

Paddy,  the  grain  of  rice,  before  it  is  divefted 
of  Its  hulk,  320. 

Pagoda,  209.213.  214.  219.  230. 252.  293.  294. 

315.  316.  317.  321.  336. 

Palamcotab,20g.  221.  237.  250.  251.295.  317, 
Palamoelah,  fort,  113. 

Paliar,  river,  220.  240.  242.  245.  246.  249# 

3x7.  334-  335- 
Palmeira  trees,  224. 

Panarack,  190. 

Panar,  river,  306.  307.  308.  309. 

P anialumcrutch,  a town,  199.  200.201 
Papancolam,  iN.  VV.  01  Tinivelly,  251. 

Paralachy,  a town,  igg.  199. 

Park,  the  Calcutta,  64 
Patcharee,  a fand  hiii,  307.  308.  309. 
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Patke, 
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Patlee,  a town  on  the  weftern  fhore  of  the  river 
of  Cojimbuzar,  i68. 

Patna,  the  capital  of  Behar,  19,  26.  30.  32.  39. 
40.  42.  43.  145. 148.  150. 164. 166.  t7g.  186. 
187.  190.  191.  192.  193.  195.  196.271.272. 
27?.  276.  277.  278.  279.  281.  282.  283. 284. 
286.  352.  356. 

Pearkes,  Mr.  of  the  council  Calcu.ta,  71. 
Pennar,2ix\\'tr,  203.  2c6. 

Peons,  62.  191.  200.  204.  213.  225. '256.  316. 
Percival,  Mr.  chief  at  the  fadfory  of  Bimlapa- 
tam,  263. 

redoubt,  61. [62.  68.  129.  131.  134. 
Perrot,  Mr.  lirft  lieut.  of  the  Kent,  144. 

Perjia,  6. 

Perlian  language,  1C9.  181. 

fcribe,  159. 

Perjians,  29.  132. 

Petrus,  the  Armenian,  129.  148.  150.  165. 
167. 

Pettak,  of  Vand'rjoajft,  218. 

Phirmaund,  or  Patent,  15. 

Phoufdar,  commonly  called  nabob,  80.  91.  120. 

121.  137.276.  283.  281;.  293. 

Pigot,  Mr.  governor  of  Madral's,  88.  89. 

Pilot  floops,  364. 

Piphy,  river,  3.  27.  44.  274. 

Pifchard,  eniign,  62.  63.  69. 

Pitans,  31.  32.  33.  34.  35.  39.  40.  41.  42.  43. 
44.  91.  138.  139.  145.  148.  149.  164.  229. 
249.  250.  263.  291.  360. 

Pl^Jfy,  on  Xht  ijland  oi  Cojfimbuzar,  145.  149. 
150.  154. 153.  156.  137.  158.  1 59.  168.  1 7 1. 
172.  174.  176.  185.  187.^189.  196.  247.  268. 
273. 

Pocock,  admiral,  89.  142.  143.  197.247.286. 
293.  298.  299.  300.  301.  302,  311.  312.  314. 
315.  331.  332.  333. 

Point,  Palmeiras,  119.  142. 

Polier,  captain,  217.  232.  233.  233.  245.  304. 
313. 

Poloi'e,  fort,  242.  243.  248. 

Polygars,  104.  J05.  107.  108.  109.  112.  113. 
116.  198.  199.  200.  201.202.  203.  204.  208- 
209.  214.227.  22S.  231.  232.236.  237.  238. 
251.  254.  253.  260.  290.  291.292.  293.  294. 
295.315.316.322.337.  . 

Potidamelee,  291.  316. 

Pondicherry  84.85.87.95. 1 18.  i 36. 197. 206.207. 
2c8.  212.  217.  218.  221.  232.  233.  234.  235. 
239.  240.  242.  245.248.  2CO.  252.  2(;3.  267. 
268.  289.  293.  294.  297.  298.  301.  303.  305. 
3c6.  311.  312.  313.  314.  317.  318.  319.  320. 


324.  330.  331.  333.  334.  335.  34r.  342.  350. 
351-  353- 

Pont,  37.  44.  103.  226.  264.  266. 

Port  of  Goa,  the,  Calcutta,  80. 

Port  V Orient,  297. 

Portuguefe  in  Bengal,  7.  9.  59. 

or  black  Chriftians,  6r.  68. 
women,  69. 

Prefidency,  the,  at  Calcutta,  26.  50.  52.  54.  57. 
58.  84.  85. 

Madrafs,  ic6.  197.  202.  208.  220. 
_ 241.  242.  355. 

Prophet,  faith  of  the,  339. 

Protedlor,  company’s  fliip,  212. 

Pruflian  fadlories,  Bengal,  80. 

Puliacate,  290. 

Pulitaver,  108.  109.  112.  116.  117.  199.  200. 

209.  236.  294.  295. 

Pulwanfing,  an  Indian  chief,  282. 

Purneah,  26.  268.  269.  275. 

Purneah,  country,  3.  49.  55.  80.  120.  173.  iSj. 

268.  273. 

Pye,  captain,  134. 

Queenfborough,  Englifli  frigate,  247.  293. 

Ragava,  Cherry,  an  officer  of  diflin4£fion,  315, 
3 16. 

Ragojee,  Bonfola,  ge'neral  of  the  Morattoe  army, 
37.  38.  42.  43. 

Rajahs,  or  princes,  7.  16.53.  103.  156.  170. 
193.  253.  254.  264,  268.  273.  276.282.  285-. 
286.  355.  357. 

Rajah  Binderbund,oneof  Roydoolub’s  brothers, 
360. 

Rajah-bullub,  father  of  Kiflendafs,  and  duan  to 
Nowagis  Mahomed,  a Gentoo,  49.  51.  357. 
Rajah- mahal,  l6-  56.  183.  189.  190.  192.  271. 

273.  275.  277.  280.  354.  356.  361. 
Rajahmundrum,  loi.  218.  255.  261.  263.  267. 
341-  355- 

Rajah,  of  Nuddeah,  3 57. 

Rajahfaheb,  fon  of  ChunJerfaheb,  334. 
Rajpoot,  nation,  21. 

Rajpoots,  254= 

Ramanaig,  a Jemautdar  of  Sepoys,  237.337. 
339-  340- 

Ramazan,  month,  162. 

Ramchundur,  a Morattoe  general,  95.  97.  100. 
Ramnairan,  a Gentoo,  the  vice  nabob  of  the 
province  of  Behar,  53.  185.  186.  190.  191. 
192.  193.  194.  270.  271.  272.  275.  277.  278. 
279.  280.  281. 282.  283.  284.  286. 

P>.araramfing, 


\ 
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Ramramfing,  Rajah,  of  Mldnapore,  53.  54.  268. 

269.  273.  274.  275.  277. 

Ramtindrum,  city,  on  the  Godaveri,  253. 
Rangamatty,  a town,  3.  26. 

Rangapah,  Naigue,  a Polygar,  291. 

Rangaro  of  B jbilee,  a Polygar,  254.  25.5,  257. 
258.  259. 

Regent,  or  Delaway,  226. 

Rellitution,  an  Engliflt  fliip,  268. 

Revenge,  company’s  frigate,  212.  232.  233. 
267. 

Reyocr^  on  the  bank  of  the  Krijina,  352. 
Rheddy,  the,  118.  336.  337.  340. 

Rice,  the  greateft  part  of  the  food  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Bengal,  4.  168.  See  Paddy. 

Rio  de  Janeiro  in  Brazil,  2C)y. 

Robins,  Mr.  planned  the  prefent  fortifications 
of  Fort  St.  David,  307. 

Rohillas,  a tribe  of  Pitans,  43. 

Roopchund,  feat,  58.  138. 

Roydulub,  duan,  53.  57.  72.  130.  136.  142. 
145.  147.  148.  149.  150.  152.  157.  159.160. 
164.  172.  174.  175.  179.  180.  i8i.  182.  186. 
187.  i83.  196.  268.  269.  270.  271.  272.  273. 
274.  2 76.  277.  278.  279,  280.  281.  283:  284. 
285.  286.  353.  355.  356.  357.  358.  359.  360. 
361.  36*. 

Rubys,  a French  fnow,  333.  334. 

Riimbold,  Lieut.  176.  197.  214.  221.  222.  223. 
224.  237.  252. 

Rumbold,  Mr.  William,  114.  115.  116. 
Rungeet  Roy,  agent  of  the  feats,  128.  129. 

130.  135.  136.  152.  180. 

Rungpori,  diftridt,  268.  285. 

.Sader,  a difobedient  chief,  igi. 

Sadrafs,  303.  31 1.  314. 

Sager e ijland,  2.  3.  27. 

Sahah,  Rajah,  fovereign  of  the  Morattoes,  37. 
Salabadjing  Soubah  of  the  Decan,  84-  85.  86. 
89.  91.  93.  94.  95.  96.  98.  loi.  102.  103. 
104.  226.  242. 263.  264.  265.  266.  267.  341 . 
342.  343.  344.  346.  347.  348.  349.  350.  351. 
352. 

Salawauk  difirifls,  231.  249.  335- 

Salifbury,  man  of  war,  89.  119.  142.  143,  144. 

299.  301.  302. 

Salt,  188. 

Saltpetre,  27. 

Sampetrow,  a Duan,  240.  241. 

Sangam,  a pagoda,  206. 

S/tnore,  86.  93.  94.  226.  229.  263.  264. 
Savandah,  a minor  Polygar,  294. 


Saiibinet,  a French  officer,  219.  248.  327.  329, 
341. 

Saunders,  Mr.  207. 

Scheabbedin  the  Gauride,  5.  6. 

Scrafton,  Mr.  130.  148.  150.  154.  155.  156, 
157.  158.  159.  178.  181.  182.  196.  272.273. 
, 353-  356-  357-  358-  S'JO-  361. 

Seats,  bankers,  the  fame  as  Juggutfeat,  53.  58. 
127.  128.  138.  147.  148.  149.  151.  152.  164. 
165.  180.  181.  183.  273.  278.  353.  357. 
Secunder-maly,  a ftrong  poll  near  Madura,  107. 

110.  1 1 3.  209.  2 10.  2 1 1.  2 12. 

Seer  Cawn,  a Jemautdar,  no.  j 14. 

Seid  Coffim  Ally  Khan,  361.  362. 

Seid  Lafcar  Khan,  Duan  of  the  Decan,  26c‘. 
266.  , 


Seifdar 

Jung, 

vizier. 

.43- 

Selirn, 

6. 

SepoN  s 

, Engl 

ifli,  85.  87. 

89. 

104. 

106. 

lO/i 

108. 

109. 

1 1 1. 

1 12. 

113. 

1 14. 

1 15. 

ij6. 

122. 

125. 

126. 

127. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

134- 

142. 

i6j.. 

168. 

174. 

175- 

178. 

180. 

181. 

186. 

190. 

191. 

198. 

199. 

200. 

201. 

203. 

204. 

205. 

2c6 

209. 

21 1. 

212.. 

213. 

214. 

216. 

217. 

2ig. 

220. 

22  1. 

222. 

223. 

224. 

225, 

231. 

232. 

233. 

236. 

237. 

238. 

244. 

245. 

246. 

249. 

251. 

255- 

262. 

275. 

283. 

289. 

290. 

291. 

304. 

310. 

3^5' 

316. 

317. 

321. 

322. 

328. 

329. 

334- 

335- 

336. 

337- 

338. 

339- 

340. 

354* 

• 

358. 

364. 

French,  85. 

. 90. 

92. 

93-  94-  95 

. 96. 

97.  98.  100.  10 1 

. 102 

. 103, 

104. 

1 18. 

141. 

147. 

208. 

212. 

217. 

218. 

219. 

220. 

223. 

241. 

250. 

252. 

255. 

256,- 

260. 

264. 

285. 

289., 

294. 

295. 

303. 

304. 

308. 

3C9- 

312. 

3'3- 

314. 

3u> 

334- 

341. 

342. 

349- 

351- 

352. 

Seraglic 

’,  23. 

Serah,  or  Sirpi,3.  fort,  226.  227.  229.  292. 
Serapely,  a fort,  202.  203.  206. 

Seriiaud,  an  Armenian  merchant  in  Bengal,  19. 
22. 

Seringapatam,  the  capital  of  Myfore,  93.  226. 
227.  238.  294. 

Seringham,  95.  118.  207.  212.  213.  217.  252.. 

293.  294.  314.  317.  336. 

Serpaws,  or  piefents  of  drelfes,  136. 

Sevagheny,  200.  209. 

Shanavaze  Khan,  gt.  93.  95.  loi.  1C3.  26?, 
264.  iB-y  266.  267.  342.  343.  34.4.  345.  346. 
3f7-3-19- 

Slianfcritj 


INDEX  TO 


Shanfcrit,  the  orig'nul  language  of  the  Bengal 
fcriptures,  5. 

Shaferow,  37. 

Shafter,  the  Bengal  code  of  religion,  the  genuine 
fcripture  of  Bramah,  5. 

Shatore,  294.  295. 

Shaw  Jehan,  6.  7.  8. 

Slienganpetty,  a fort,  200. 

Shere  Cawn,  expels  the  fultan  of  Bengal,  6.  7. 
Sholavanclen  diftri<5ls,  209.  310. 
fort,  250.  252. 

Shroffs,  or  money  changers,  ic6.  i ro.  202.  237. 
Sid  Hamed,  fon  of  Hodgee  Hamed,  46.  47.  48. 
49.  55.269. 

Sidout,  a fortrefs,  221.  292. 

Sinfray,  173.  175.  176.  177.268.  273. 

Sirpi,  or  Serah,  a fort,  226.  227.  229.292. 
315- 

Smith,  Captain  Tofeph,  208.  213.  214.  215. 
.216.  317.  337.  339.  340. 

Richard,  205.  249. 

Mr.  of  the  Calcutta  Militia,  67. 

Soan,  river,  192. 

Somerfet,  Captain  of  the  Salifbury,  302. 
Soota-nutty,  13.  14.  15.  16.  17.  21.45. 

Soofey,  150. 

Soubah  of  the  Decan,  24.  32.  34.  44.  89.  loi. 

242.  264.265.266.  345.  350.  352.  355.  363. 
Soupires,  the  marquis  de,  234.  235.  239.  242. 

289.  295.  304.  319.  334.  335.  341. 

Speke  Captain,  of  the  Kent,  142.  143.  144. 
Spies,  268. 

Squadron,  Englifli,  See  Engilfli. 

St.  Auguliine^s  bay,  in  the  tjland  of  Madagafcar, 
247. 

St.  Eftevan,  a Jefuit,  323.  324. 

St.  Louis,  a French  fhip  of  war,  299.  30;.  302. 
Stephenfon,  Edward,  ig.22. 

Stevens, admiral,  230.  247.  293.299.  302.  331. 
333- 

Subadars  or  captains,  216. 

Subah.  See  Soubah. 

Subahfliip,  28.  163.264.  266.341. 

Subut,  a Morattoe,  274.  281. 

Suffraze  Khan,  29.  30.  31.  32.  33.  35.  270. 
Sugar-loaf  Rock,  215.  216. 

Sujah,  7. 

Sujah  Dowlah,  Subah  of  Oude,  191.  192.  193. 

194.  195.  270.  271.  280.  282. 

Sujah  Khan,  a lord  of  diftinftion,  27.  28. ’29. 
33.  46. 

Sylphide,  a French  lliip  of  war,  299.  300.  302. 
' 3 32- 

Sultan  Alla  ul  dien,  monarch  of  Bengal,  6. 
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Sultan  of  Bengal,  expelled,  6. 

Sultan  Seconder,  emperor  of  Delhi, 

Sumfheer  Khan,  39.  40.  41.  42.  43. 

Sunderfing,  a petty  rajah,  281.  286. 

Sunnuds,  or  the  commilhon  for  the  nabobfliip, 
284. 

Superbe  of  64  guns,  a French  fliip,  296. 
Surajah  Dowlah,  fee  Mirza  Mahmud,  48.  49. 
50.  51.  52.  53.  54.55.  56.  58.  61.  70.  83. 
86.  89.  147.  148.  152.  155.  161.178.  179. 
180.  i8i.  182.  183.  184.185.  186.  187.  188. 
igr.  194.  196. 242.  260.  261.  268.  269.  272. 
274.  275.  277.  282.  361. 

Surat,  9,.  13.21.23.92. 

Surman,  John,  19.  22. 

Swifs  troops,  217. 

Sykes,  Mr.  165. 

a nation  of  Indians,  22. 

Tacriagully,  a mountain,  2.  3.  26.  27.  30.  39. 
42.  150.  185.  353- 

Tagadurgan,  or  Thiagar,  a fort,  248.  334. 
Tamerlane,  6.  79. 

Tanjore,  117.  198.  213.  314.  318.  319.  320. 

321.  324.  325.  326.329.331.335. 
336.  340.  362. 
country,  198.  213.  318.  334. 

Tanjorine  army,  117.  118.324.  325.  327.  328. 
329. 341. 

Tanjorines,  198.  323.  324.  325. 

Tannah,  fort,  16.  59.  78.  12 1.  125. 

Taymafery,  119. 

Tart  ary,  27. 

TerpatofV,  a town,  315. 

Terriore,  118.  336.  337. 

Tefta,  river,  285. 

Thames,  a private  fliip,  700  tons,  364. 
Thevenapatatn,  a Dutch  faftory  houfe,  307.  308. 
309.  310. 

Thiagar,  or  Tagadurgan,  a fort,  248.  334. 

Thibet,  3. 

Tiniery,  fort,  2 3 1 . 2 4 5 . 

Tindal,  a corporal  of  the  Lafcars,  339. 

Tinivelly,  country,  104.  105.  108.  109.  1 1 7. 
246.  251. 322. 

town,  104.  105.  106.  107.  ic8.  109. 
1 12.  1 13.  1 16.  199.  200.  201.  202. 
206.  209.  221.  222.  224.  236.  237. 
238.  246.  251.  252.  291. 295. 
Ttramhore,  town,  107. 

Tirancourchy,  251.295* 

Tondiman,  117.  118.  198.  199.  201.  213.  321. 
322. 

Tondiman  s -Moods,  215*  25^- 
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Topafles; 
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TopalTes,  57.  59.  144.  150.  174.  308. 
Tranquebar^  a Danifli  fettlement,  117.  321, 
Travancore,  109.  ii2.  116.  236.  251. 
Travantores,  251. 

Trepnjfbor,  fort,  291.  293.  315.  316. 

Trinomalee^  fort,  106.  246.  247.  248.  334. 
341. 

Tripapolore,  river,  304.  306.  307.  309. 
TripaJJour,  235. 

Tripetti,  230.  23 1. 233. 235.240.  244.245.  249. 
293.  315.  316. 

Tritchinopoly,  104.  105.  108.  IIO.  ill.  II4.  1 1 5. 
Ii8.  197.  198.  207.  208.210  212.  213.  215. 
217.  218.  22  I.  222.  223.  224.  228.  233.  236. 
237.  239.  246.  247.  248.  250.  252.  289.  294. 
295.  314.  317.  321.  322.  324.  325.  326.  327. 
328.  334.  336.  340. 

Triton,  an  Englidi  frigate,  232.233.  296.  308. 
Trivadi,  2 1 8. 

Trivalore,  a village,  235.  321.  322.  329.  330. 
Tnvatore,  fort,  249.  293.  316.  334.  335. 
Tiincaws,  refcript?,  276.  283.  356.  361. 

Tyger,  Englifli  man  of  war,  89.  120.  125.  126. 
142.  143.  144.298.  299.  301.  302.  331.  332. 

Vlabarea,  a village,  13. 

Union  of  the  two  companies  in  England,  18. 
Ufbeg  Tartar,  Mirza  Shah  Buzbcg,  165.  166. 
167. 

XJtatm-,  Araits,  3 36. 

Vadagherry,  200.  251. 294.  295. 

Valdoor,  242.  244. 

Vandi'wajh,  217.  218.  219.  220.  228.  230.  231. 

232.  240.  290.  317. 

Vaniah,  of  Sevaglierry,  200.  209. 

Vaniambaddy,  valley  of,  228.  293. 

Vaqueel,  or  Gentoo  agent,  54.  147.  164. 

Velore,  207.  228.  240.  250.  292.  293.  334. 
Yengcur,  a French  Ihip  of  war,  298.  301. 
302. 

Venkate  Gherri,  a town,  292. 

VerfaillcSi  296.  297. 

Vice-nabob  of  the  province  ofBehar,  Ramna- 
rain,  185. 

Vidam,  the  fcriptiire  of  Bengal,  5. 
f^tgee,  river,  210.  221. 

Vincent,  captain  of  the  Weymouth,  302. 


Vi’z.agapatam  119.  142.  197.  218.  225. 

^63'  35v  3^-t' 

Fi'z.ianagarum^  the  refidence  of  Annndcrauze, 


33^- 

Vizeramrauze,  rajah,  of  Vizianagur,  103.  2.53, 
254.  255.  256.  257.  259.  355. 

Vizianagur,  103. 

Viziapore,  226.  244. 

Vizir,  22.  23.  266. 

Vizvazrow,  eldeftfon  of  Balagerow,  266.  267, 
V dcondah,  248. 


Walcot,  Mr.  77. 

Wal/h,  Mr.  130.  180. 

Wardapah  Naigue,  a Polygar,  291. 

IVariore,  213.  214,215. 

IVariorepollam,  337. 

woods,  208. 

Watfon,  admiral,  84.  86.  87.  89.  .1 19.  120.  121 
126.  136.  139.  140.  143.  144.  145.  154.  155. 
161.  162.  163.  189.  234. 

Watts,  Mr.  the  Englifli  chief  at  Coflimbuzar, 
49.  50.  52.  54.  55.  57.  58.  80.  82.  83.  136* 
137. 138.  146.  147.  148.  149.  150.  151.  152. 
153.  154.  11:5.  156.  157.  159.  160.  161.  162. 
163.  165.  166.  167.  169.  i8o.  181.  187.  196. 
270. 276.  278.  280.  3 54.  356.  358.  360.  361. 
Weymouth,  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  299.  300. 
301.  302. 

Wilkinfon,  of  the  militia,  Calcutta,  67. 

Wood,  lieutenant,  249. 

Wynch,  Mr.  temporary  governor  of  fort  £t. 
David,  313. 


Yar  Khan  Latty,  an  officer  in  the  nabob’s  fer- 
vice,  148.  149.  151.  165.  174.  179. 
Yarmouth,  an  Englifli  man  of  war,  299.  3C0. 

301.  302.  332. 

York,enfign,  134. 


Zaindee  Kamed,  nephew  to  Aliaverdy',  33.54. 

39.  40.  41.42.  46.47.  5 3.' 2 72.  ‘ 
Hamed’s  widow,  272. 

Zemindar,  or  Indian  proprietor,  17.  162. 
Zemindarry,  276. 

Zodiac,  of  74  guns,  a French  fliip,  296.  298. 

209-  300.  301.302.  332.  333. 

Zulfacar  Khan,  brother  of  Hyder  Jung,  348. 


Luke  Hanfard,  Printer, 

Great  Turnftile,  Lincoln’s-Inn  fields. 
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